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Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council
September 1, 2016
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and the Members of the Los Angeles City Council
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Re: CF 16‐1800‐S2 – Homelessness Reduction and Prevention, Housing and Facilities Bond Measure
The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council which represents over 60,000 Los Angeles
stakeholders who reside, own property, or conduct business in our neighborhood has submitted a
number of letters and CIS over the past couple of years detailing our concerns and suggestions on
reducing the numbers of homeless in the City in general and in the northeast in particular.
We were pleased to see our Councilmembers, Jose Huizar and Gil Cedillo, work towards alleviating the
situation on many fronts, one of which was the introduction of the Homelessness Reduction and
Prevention, Housing and Facilities Bond Measure (Council File: 16‐1800‐S2) which will appear on the
November 2016 ballot as a general obligation bond proposition requiring a two‐thirds majority approval
by voters.
Pursuant to the ordinance, a $1.2 billion bond on which the City would pay a maximum rate of 12%
would be issued to fund safe, clean affordable housing for the homeless and for those in danger of
becoming homeless, including battered women and their children, veterans, seniors, foster youth, and
the disabled. It would also provide facilities to increase access to mental health care, drug and alcohol
treatment, and other services.
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The latest Homeless Count estimates 27,000 homeless individuals live on the streets of Los Angeles. This
number is low as it does not account for couch surfers and those sleeping in vehicles. The
Comprehensive Homeless Strategy adopted by the Council identified the need to create 10,000
supportive housing units and to significantly expand services for the homeless and those at risk of
becoming homeless as a result of inconsistent income, personal financial setbacks such as medical
emergencies and/or the erosion of affordable housing throughout the City.
Approval of the bond measure would give the City authority to sell bonds up to $1.2 billion over time as
needed, and would require regular and transparent oversight by:
1. a seven‐member Citizens Oversight Committee (4 Mayoral and 3 Council appointees) to be
established by ordinance;
2. a three‐member Administrative Oversight Committee to be established consisting of the Mayor,
City Administrative Officer and Chief Legislative Analyst (duties and scope to be established by
ordinance);
3. a citizens Oversight Committee to provide the Administrative Oversight Committee an annual
allocation plan for the upcoming fiscal year by April 1 each year to the reviewed and approved
by the Administrative Oversight Committee and subsequently by the City Council and Mayor;
and
4. an annual financial audit by the City Controller.
These are admirable goals, however, given the amount of money involved and given other pressing
needs in the City and given that services for the homeless included City, County, State and Federal
jurisdictions, we call on the City to present a more concrete approach prior to asking Los Angeles voters
to vote for the bond measure to ensure all jurisdictions are working in tandem to ensure money raised
by the bonds is spent wisely and in the most efficacious manner possible.
Furthermore, given that it is a national disgrace and that Los Angeles has a significantly elevated
homeless population due to its climate, its policy of caring for those in need, and because some cities’
solution to their own homeless problem was to buy one‐way tickets to the coast, the City needs to
obtain funding from and work with the appropriate Federal, State and County agencies to resolve the
homeless crisis.
The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council therefore strongly urges the Mayor's Office, the City
Council and applicable Departments of the City of Los Angeles to provide a comprehensive plan that
includes, but is not limited to:
1. City property use determinations
a. City‐owned assets identification and selection criteria/process
b. Eminent domain and property purchasing strategies
c. Construction, acquisition and capital improvements timetable
d. Construction terms and management
e. Rent control inventory affects
2. Land developer/contractors selection criteria/process
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