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Committee of the City Council Council File No- 177 - 0025
Room 395, City Hall bem N (!
) m Mo
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012 Depsty Corqm. {1om Appl icant

Rep (esentatiie.
Attn: Zina Cheng (zina.cheng@lacity.org)

Re:  2136-2148 E. Violet Street (CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR: CF # 17-0025)

Dear Committee Members:

As you know, we represent Violet Street Investors, the applicant in the above matter.
Our client is seeking to develop a former metal recycling facility and scrapyard with a 9-story,
96,936 square-foot office building with ground-floor retail (the “Project™). As part of the
Project, our client will clean up any residual contamination on the Project site under the oversite
of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control.

In a determination letter dated January 12, 2017, the City Planning Commission (*“CPC™)
adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration ENV 2016-1707-MND (“MND”), approved Site Plan
Review, and recommended that the City Council adopt a Zone and Height District Change from
M3-1-RIO to (T)(Q)M3-2D-RIO. Subsequent the CPC’s action, and after all statutes of
limitation for a legal challenge to the MND had run, UNITE HERE and others submitted written

comments on the MND.

Although these comments are untimely, Parker Environmental Consultants and The
Mobility Group have prepared point-by-point expert responses. These responses (copy attached)
show that the comments are entirely without merit. Therefore, we respectfully request that you
follow the CPC’s recommendation and approve the requested Zone and Height District Change

for the Project.
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Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,
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Dale']. Goldsmith

ce: Councilmember Jose Huizar’s Office
JoJo Pewsawang
Violet Street Investors
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June 4, 2018

Mr. JeJo Pewsawang

City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning
Expedited Processing Section

200 North Spring Street, Room 763
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER ON THE 2130 VIOLET STREET PROJECT
[ENV-2016-1707-MND and CPC-2016-1706-VLZC-HD-SPR]

Dear Mr. Pewsawang,

As you are aware, Parker Environmental Consultants, on behalf of the Project Applicant (Violet Street
Investor, LLC), prepared the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND} for the 2130 Violet
Street Project. The IS/MND was published on September 29, 2016 and the comment period ended on
October 31, 2016. On December 14, 2016, the City Planning Commission issued a Letter of Determination
for the Proposed Project, where it adopted the MND and Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP),
recommended that the City Council adopt a zone change and height district change from M3-1-RIO to
(THYQIM3, approved the Site Plan Review with conditions of approval, and adopted a statement of findings
(“Approved Project™). The responses provided herein address four comment letters that were submitted in

response to the project from the following entities:

1) Gideon Kracov, Attorney at Law, representing Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles
resident Antonio Mendoza (dated March 7, 2017)(with Attachment 1A by MRO Engineers, dated
February 24, 2017);

2) Gideon Kracov, Attorney at Law, representing Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles
resident Antonio Mendoza (dated February 28, 20173

3) David Pettit, Senior Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) (dated April 13, 2017);

and
4) Deana Meyver, Executive Director, on behalf of Prairie Protection Colorado (dated April 4, 2017).

All four of these comment letters were submitted after the close of the public review period for the
MND, after the expiration of the appeal period for the Approved Project, and after the close of the 30-
day statute of limitations period from the filing and posting of the Notice of Determination to challenge
the adoption of the MIND (the NOD was posted on January 19, 2017 and the statute of limitations period
23822 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 301
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ended on February 21, 2017). Nevertheless, Parker Environmental has reviewed these letters and the
attachments and has prepared the following responses for the lead agency’s review and consideration.

As the attached responses demonstrate, the adopted IS/MND satisfies the requirements pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (P.R.C. 21000-21189.3), the State CEQA Guidelines
(C.C.R. Title 14, Chapter 3, 15000-15387), and the City of Los Angeles’ policies for implementing CEQA.
The comments submitted on behalf of Unite HERE Local 1 1, the NRDC, and Prairie Protection Colorado
do not present any new significant information or evidence of a significant environmental impact that would
trigger recirculation of the adopted IS/MND or preparation of an a subsequent or supplemental EIR, and no
additional environmental analysis is required.

Should you have any questions regarding any of the responses or issues addressed above, please contact
me at (661) 257-2282 or by email at shane@parkerenvironmental.com.

Sincerely,

Shane E. Parker

Attachments: 4. Appeal Letters (bracketed)
B. The Mobility Group, Response to correspondence from Gideon Kracov regarding the
Traffic Study for the 2130 Violet Project, and the review lefter submitted by Neal
Liddicoat, April 18, 2017.
C. LADOT Correspondence to the Department of City Planning, April 26 2017.
D. Department of Toxic Substances Control (DISC), Voluntary Cleanup Agreement,
Docket No. HAS VCA 17/18-038, November 2017;
Ensafe, Technical Memorandum Work Plan- Revised Preliminary Endangerment
Assessment Equivalent — Additional Site Characterization, 2130 Violet Street, Los
Angeles, California 90021, April 5, 2018, and
DTSC Approval of Revised Preliminary Endongerment Assessment (PEAE), April 20,

2018.
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COMMENT LETTER No. 1

Gideon Kracov, Attorney at Law (referred to in Response to Comment sections as “Commenter”)
Representing Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles, Antonio Mendoza

801 South Grand Avenue, 11% Floor

L.os Angeles, California 90017

March 7, 2017

(The text emphases, e.g. bold, italicize, and underline, shown in each comment below was reproduced from

the appeal letier.)

COMMENT 1.1
Dear Mr. Pewsawang and Ms. Dickinson:

This Office respectfully writes on behalf of Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles resident
Antonic Mendoza (“Commentors™y with regard to the referenced City of Los Angeles (“City™) land use
approvals for the Viclent Street Project (CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR, ENV-2016-177-MND)
(“Project™), proposed by Lowe Enterprises/Violet Street Investor (“Lowe™ or Applicant™). Our
understanding is that the Project will be heard by the City Council’s Planning and Land Use Management
(“PLUM") Comumittee in the upcoming weeks. This letter supplements the February 28, 2017 letter we

wrote you about the Project.

As set forth below, Commentors write to express concerns about the Project’s inadequate Mitigated
Negative Declaration/Initial Study (“IS/MND”) in areas including traffic, land use inconsistency, hazardous
substances and greenhouse gas (“GHG) impacts. In particular, Commentors’ expert analysis submitted
herewith discloses, as a matter of law, potentially significant traffic, hazardous substances and GHG

impacts.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.1

Comment 1.1 provides an infroduction to and a brief summary of the discussion within the Appeal Letter
(vefer to Comments 1.2 through 1.21). The Commenter clarifies that he is representing Unite HERE Local
11 and a downtown Los Angeles resident, Antonio Mendoza. It should be noted that the Commenter
incorrectly cites the Proposed Project’s ENV number, which is actually ENV-2016-1707-MND. This

comment is noted for the record.
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COMMENT 1.2

A IS/MND [sic] has been prepared for this new, 9-story high rise Project, not a more comprehensive
Environmental Tmpact Report (“EIR™), pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA™)
law. This means that the less deferential “fair argument™ standard applies. The “fair argument” is a “low
threshold” favoring environmental review through an EIR rather than a negative declaration, even if other
substantial evidence supports the opposite conclusion, Mejia v. Los Angeles (2005) 130 Cal App.4™ 322;
Pocket Protectors v. Sacramento (2005) 124 Cal.App.4™ 903. An agency’s decision not to require an EIR
is upheld only when there is no credible evidence to the contrary. Sierra Club v. Sonoma (1992} 6
Cal.App.4th, 1307, 1318.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.2

The Commenter is incofrect in asserting that the “fair argument” standard of review applies to the lead
agency’s review of this comment letter. As stated above, the IS/MND was published on September 29,
2016 and the comment period ended on October 31, 2016. A Letter of Decision adopting Mitigated
Negative Declaration ENV-2016-1707-MND (MND} and MMP, and approving the Site Plan Review was
issued on December 14, 2016. The Letter of Decision also recommended that the City Council approve the
zone change and height district change. The Notice of Determination (“NOD™) for the adoption ofthe MND
and Site Plan Review approval was posted on January 19, 2017. The 30-day statute of limitations for a
CEQA challenge ran on February 21, 2017. This comment letter was submitted on March 7, 2017, over two
months after the appeal period ended and 16 days after the statute of limitations ran.

The only remaining approval is the zone change and height district change. The City Council will consider
this approval together with the previously adopted MND.

CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164 apply when the project being analyzed is a change
to, or further approval for, a project for which an EIR or negative declaration was previously certified or
adopted. Under case law, the fair argument standard does not apply to determinations of significance
pursuant to Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164. Rather, the substantial evidence standard applies to the City
Council’s determination as to the whether the adepted MND is the adequate CEQA document for the
Project.

COMMENT 1.3

This Project is discretionary, not by right. Applicant secks discretionary approvals under the City’s
Municipal Code including a Vesting Zone Change, Height District Change to 3.5:1 Floor Area Ratio
(“FAR”)y instead of the permitted 1.5:1 FAR, and Site Plan Review. As such, PLUM and the City Council
must make express findings under the Municipal Code, Central City North Community Plan (“Community
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Plan™y and Central Industrial Project Area Redevelopment Plan (“Redevelopment Plan™). Of particular
concern is that this Project seeks to re-zone the City’s precious M3-zoned industrial land. The Project
therefore conflicts with the City’s General Plan Framework, the Community Plan and the Redevelopment
Ptan, which collectively seek to preserve industrial land. Commentors ask the Council that if we are taking
away rare M-3 zoned industrial land, perhaps our City would be better served with residential use, where
Local 11°s members could afford to live, instead of fancy commercial office and retail?

The City Council and PLUM have clear legal authority fo disprove the Project if the required land use
findings cannot be made. Kavanau v. Santa Monica Rent Control (1997) 16 Cal.4% 761. Commentors have
serious concems, as explained herein, that this Project’s 1S/MND is flawed and that the Project cannot
satisfy the City’s required land use findings and General and Community Plan, as well as Redevelopment

Plan, goals and policies.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.3

The Commenter is incorrect in stating that the proposed Project is seeking a zone change and height district
change permit an FAR of 3.5:1. As discussed in the adopted IS/MND for the Proposed Project and within
the Letter of Determination, the Proposed Project is requesting a zone change / height district change to
allow an FAR of 3.0:1, not 3.5:1. As discussed on page I1I-57 of the IS/MND, the Redevelopment Plan
permits for a maximum FAR of three times the parcel area pursuant to Section §512.1. The Community
Plan expressly permits development up to 3.0 FAR. Pursuant to Central City North footnote No. 6,
properties designated on zoning maps as Height District No. 1 (such as the Project Site), development
exceeding a floor area ratio of 1.5:1 up to 3:1 may be permitted through a zone change / height district
change procedure. As such, the Proposed Project is consistent with the Redevelopment Plan and the Central
City North Community Plan, provided that the requested zone change / height district change is approved.

Additionally, the Commenter is expressing concern that the Proposed Project “seeks to re-zone the City’s
precious M3-zoned industrial land.” However, it should be noted that the Project Site is currently zoned
M3-1-RIO and includes a zone change / height district change to (T)(Q)M3-2D-RI0, which maintains the
heavy industrial designation on the Project Site. Pursuant to LAMC Section 12.20, the M3 zone allows for
offices uses. However, neither the M3 zone nor the Heavy Industrial land use designation under the

Community Plan allows for residential uses (as suggested by the Commenter).

With regards to the last paragraph within this cominent, the Proposed Project’s land use discussion is
provided on page II1-55 of the IS/MND. Discussion of the Proposed Project’s consistency with the General
Plan, Community Plan, and Redevelopment Plan is provided on pages III-58, IHI-38, and II-68,
respectively. This point is further addressed below.
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COMMENT 1.4

Commentors prepared these comments with expert traffic engineer Neal Liddecoat, P.E. and environmental
scientist Matt Hagemann, P.G., C.Hg., QSD, QSP. Their comment letters dated February 23, 2017 and
February 24, 2017, respectively, are attached hereto as Attachments 1 and 2 and are incorporated herein in
their entirety. In CEQA cases, “[s]ubstantial evidence includes ... expert opinion.” Pub. Res. Code §
21080(e)(1); 14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15064{f)(5).

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.4

This comment incorporates two attachments as supporting materials to their comment letter. As the findings
and information presented in the two attachments are addressed in the main comment letter, our responses
address the issues presented in the main letter below. Copies of the supporting attachments are provided as
an attachment to the bracketed comment letter for your reference.

COMMENT 1.5

Project Background

The Project consists of the construction of a nine-story (107°-6"), 96,936 sq.ft. mixed-use development
including ground-floor retail (6,6163 [sic] sq.ft.), five-story above grade parking, and office space (90,673
sq.ft.), resulting in 3:1 FAR. The Project site consists of four parcels totaling 32,313 sq.fi., zoned M-3 for
heavy manofacturing, with an existing 6,614 sq.ft, industrial warehouse and metal scrap yard.
Approximately 200 parking spaces will be provided in the five- level, above-grade parking facility. One
vehicular access driveway will be provided on Violet Street and two access points will be located on the
altey along the south side of the building.

In addition to adoption of the Project’s environmental analysis, Applicant has requested a zone change /
height distriet change from M3-1-RI0 to (T)(Q)M3-2D-RIO, and to 3.5:1 FAR instead of the permitted
1.5:1 FAR, as well as Site Plan Review because the Project results in 50,000 gross sq.ft, or more of
nonresidential floor area. The site is in the Central City North Community Plan and Central Industrial
Redevelopment Plan Area.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.5

Within the comment, the Commenter aims to summarize the Proposed Project; however, the Commenter
incorrectly summarizes the details of the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project includes a 96,936 square
foot mixed-use building with 6,163 square feet of ground-floor commercial space and 90,773 square feet
of office space. The Proposed Project would provide 200 parking spaces if tandem parking is not being
utilized {(and 274 parking spaces if tandem parking is fully utilized) within levels one through five. The
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Project Site is currently zoned M3-1-RIO. As stated in the Proposed Project’s Letter of Determination
{dated December 14, 2016), the Proposed Project is requesting a zone change / height district change from
the existing M3-1-RIO to (TH){((QYM3-2D-RI0, which would allow a maximum FAR of 3:1 - not 3.5:1 as
stated within this comment. {See also Response to Comment 1.3, above).

COMMENT 1.6

Standing of Commentors

Local 11 represents more than 20,000 workers employed in hotels, restaurants, airports, sports arenas, and
convention centers throughout Southern California. Members of Local 11, including dozens who live and
work in the City of Los Angeles, join together to fight for improved living standards and working
conditions.

Local 11 is a stakeholder in this Project, and worker and labor organizations have a long history of engaging
in the CEQA process to secure safe working conditions, reduce environmental impacts, and maximize
community benefits. The courts have held that “unions have standing to litigate environmental claims.”
Bakersfield Citizens v. Bakersfield (2004) 124 Cal.App.4th 1184, 1198, So¢ teo, individuals such as
downtown Los Angeles resident Mr. Mendoza have standing under CEQA. Id at 1199 (*{olne of BCLC’s
members is a homeowner residing near Gosford and he spoke in opposition to the projects ... This is
sufficient to satisfy CEQA’s liberal standing requirement).

This comment letter is made to exhaust remedies under Pub. Res. Code § 21177 concerning the Project,
and incorporates all written and oral comments submitted on the Project by any commenting party or
agency. It is well-established that any party, as Commentors (sic) here, who participates in the
administrative process can assert all factual and legal issues raised by anyone. Citizens for Open
Government v. City of Lodi (2006) 144 Cal.App.4™” 865, 875.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.6

In this comment, the Commenter provides a discussion about his clients to establish a legal standing for the
appeal. This comment is noted for the record. It should be noted, however, that neither Local 11, nor Mr.
Mendoza submitted comment letters during the MND public review period. Thus, the lead agency had no
opportunity to address these concerns before the MND was adopted.

COMMENT 1.7
The Council Should Reject the Project IS/MND and Require an EIR

Commentors {sic} respectfully reiterate that the less deferential “fair argument” standard applies to the
IS/MND for the Project. The “fair argument™ standard creates a “low threshold” favoring environmental
review through an EIR rather than through issuance of a negative declaration, even if other substantial
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evidence supports the opposite conclusion. Mejia, 130 Cal.App.4™ at 322. An agency’s decision not to
require an EIR can be upheld only when there is no credible evidence to the contrary. Sierra Club, 6
Cal.App.4th, 1307 at 1318

Here, Commentors (sic) respectfully insist that the City find that there is a “fair argument,” based on expert
opinion, of significant traffic, GHG, land use and hazardous substances impacts, and that the IS/MND
therefore is insufficient. “Substantial evidence includes ... expert opinion.” Pub. Res. Code § 21080(e)(1);
14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15064(H)(5).

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.7

The commenter incorrectly asserts that the fair argument standard applies to the lead agency’s decision to
prepare an MND instead of an EIR. As stated in Response to Comment 1.2, above, the fair argument
standard does not apply to determinations of significance pursuant to sections 15162, 15163, and 15164.
The provisions of sections 15162, 15163, and 15164 apply when the project being analyzed is a change to,
or further approval for, a project for which an EIR or negative declaration was previously certified or
adopted. As noted above, the MNID was previously adopted and the statute of limitations period to challenge
the adopted MND expired on February 21, 2017. Thus, the fair argument standard does not apply.

COMMENT 1.8

Traffic and Transportation Impacts

CEQA requires analysis of traffic impacts related to a project. Kings County Farm Bureau v. Hanford
(1990) 221 Cal. App.3d 692, 727. Expert traffic engineer Neal Liddecoat P.E."s February 23, 2017 comment
letter on the IS/MND reveals significant deficiencies and a “fair argument” of significant traffic impacts
that must be addressed prior to approval of the Project and its related environmental documentation. Expert
Liddecoat concludes in his letter, in Attachment 1 hereto, all incorporated by this reference, that there are
significant, undisclosed traffic impacts in the PM peak-hour at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh
Street:

“[Olur detailed review revealed apparent discrepancies with regard to assignment of the project traffic to
the study intersections. These discrepancies are particularly noteworthy in the PM peak hour. In particular,
as demonstrated below, there is a critical deficiency in the analysis, as there is likely a significant impact in
the PM peak-hour at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street that is not revealed in the IS/MND

Clearly, there are significant differences between the volume of traffic supposedly assigned in each
direction versus the actual volume of project-generated traffic assigned to each direction. For example, to
the west of the project site, 43 outbound project-related trips should occur, based on application of the 35
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percent trip distribution to the 122 outbound trips. Instead, only 36 such trips were actually assigned in the
traffic analysis to travel to the west from the project site. Similarly, in the inbound direction, only twelve
trips were assigned in the traffic analysis from the west, instead of the 13 suggested through direct
application of the 35 percent trip distribution percentage. So, the traffic analysis undercounts the total
volume of project-related tratfic generated by the project in the PM peak hour. To the north and to the south,

similar deficiencies were found ...

As noted above, the volume of project-generated traffic actually assigned to the west from the project site
is 36 trips, instead of the 43 trips expected through application of the 35 percent trip distribution factor to
the 122 outbound trips. Twelve of those 36 ftrips are shown as northbound left turns at Santa Fe
Avenue/Seventh Street. In order to partially rectify the apparent shortage of westbound project traffic, it
would be perfectly reasonable to add one of the four missing project trips to the northbound feft turn. Table
2 iltustrates the effect on the intersection’s V/C ratio of doing so.

Table 2
Level of Service Worksheet Summary

Anmnalysis Scenario
Fature s .
.o Without Future With Project ’ Modified F.““‘Ze With
Critical Movement . Project
Project
Lane Project Lane Project Lane
Volume Traffic Volume Traffic Volume
Northbound Left tum 199 i2 211 13 212
Southbound Through 447 4 451 4 451
Eastbound Through 479 0 481 0 481
Westbound Left Turn 248 10 258 10 258
TOTAL 1,373 26 1,401 27 1,402
V/C Ratio? 0.964 0.983 0.984
Adjust V/C Ratio * 0.864 0.883 (.884
Level of Service D b} D
Project V/C Increment - 0.019 0.020
Significant Impact? - No Yes*®

Notes:

Source: IS/MND Table IE-32 (p. 1-121) and TMG Table 4.3 (p.34).

Modified to add one northbound lefl turn

Volume/capacity ratio based on a capacity value of 1.425 vehicles / hour.

Reduced by 0.100 1o reflect ATSAC/ATCS at intersection.

Project-related increase in V/C of 0.020 or greatet sic] at LOS D, according to LADOT significance
criteria (Source: LADOT, Traffic Study Policies and Procedures, August 2014).

[FI VR S

In short, the addition of one northbound left turn increases the project-related V/C increment from 0.019 to
0.020, which constitutes a significant impact. The same would be true if that one additional trip were added
to any of the critical movements, including the southbound through movement, the eastbound through

movement, or the westbound left tum.
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The project traffic assignment derived for the 2130 Violet Street IS/MND traffic analysis has substantial
flaws. The total number of project-generated trips actually assigned to the study intersections is somewhat
less than the number of trips estimated to be generated by the project. As demonstrated above, this is a
critical deficiency in the analysis, as the addition of one project-generated PM peak-hour trip to certain key
movements at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street would result in a significant impact not
revealed in the IS/MND.

We believe that development of a corrected project traffic assignment will result in a significant impact, as
documented above. Consequently, the traffic analysis must be corrected and appropriate mitigation must
be identified to remedy the project-related deficiency. A revised environmental document must then be
circulated for further public review.” See Liddecoat comment letter, Attachment 1 hereto.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.8

The Traffic Impact Study presented in the IS/MND was prepared by The Mobility Group, a professional
traffic engineering firm, and was independently reviewed and approved by the City of Los Angeles
Department of Transportation (LADOT). The Traffic Impact Study, dated March 2, 2016 and the LADOT
correspondence of approval dated April 14, 2016 are presented in Appendix F, Traffic Study, of the
TS/MND. The Mobility Group’s detailed response to the issues addressed in response to Comment 1.8 are
provided as an attachment to this letter. LADOT has reviewed the Mobility Group’s response letter and,
in a letter dated April 26, 2017 (copy attached), stated that they concurred with the response letter. As noted
in The Mobility Group’s April 18, 2017 correspondence, the commenter has applied an incorrect
understanding and a misinterpretation of the trip distribution information provided in the Traffic Study. The
trip distribution percentages in the Traffic Study for north, south, east and west, are for the cardinal
directions in the broader geographic area surrounding the project. They do not apply to the immediate
vicinity of the Project, and cannot be used as such. Traffic in the immediate vicinity of the Project may use
a route in a different direction to reach an ultimate route for the broader cardinal destination. This is
particularly the case with this Project due to its geographic location and proximity to freeway ramps for the
[-1¢ and US-10 and I-5 freeways which are located south and east of the Project site and which all provide
routes 10 the east, south, north, and west.

The commenter’s trip distribution comparison is therefore not accurate or valid, and the resulting estimates
of trips assignments by the commenter are not meaningful. See also Responses to Comment 1A, below.
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COMMENT 1.9

GHG Significance Determinations Area Flawed

The CEQA Guidelines and recent decisions by the California Supreme Court, including Center for
Biological Diversity v. Cal, Dept, of Fish and Wildlife (2015) 62 Cal. 4th 204 (commonly referred to as
“Newhall Ranch™), confirm the importance of undertaking robust GHG analysis for any and all projects.
The 1IS/MND here fails to do this in a way that is supported by “substantial evidence.” As explained by
expert Hagemann’s February 24, 2017 letter attached hereto as Exhibit 2, the GHG analysis fails to evaluate
all GHG sources, contains flawed significance and cumulative GHG impacts analysis, and also fails to

incorporate all feasible GHG mitigation:

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.9

This paragraph provides an introduction to the Commenter’s points within Comment 1.10 through
Comment }.13. Refer to Comment 1.10 through 1.13 for a specific response to the assertion that the MND
fails to evaluate all sources of GHG emissions, is flawed with respect to addressing cumulative impacts,
and fails to incorporate feasible GHG mitigation measures.

COMMENT 1.10
Failure to Evaluate All Sources of Greephouse Gas Emissions:

“The IS/MND concludes that the proposed Project’s greenhouse gas (GHG) impact would be less than
significant (p. 111-34). However, our analysis, as described below, demonstrates that when the Project’s
total GHG emissions are compared to thresholds, the Project would have a potentially significant GHG
impact. As a result, we find the IS/MND’s GHG analysis to be flawed and should not be relied upon to

determine Project significance.

The IS/MND relies upon a project-level efficiency threshold to determine Project significance. Specifically,
the IS/MND relies upon the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (SCAQMD) draft tiered GHG
significance threshold of 3,000 metric tons of COqe per year (MT COze/yr) to determine the significance
of the Project’s GHG emissions (p. III-32). Using the California Emissions Estimator Model Version
CalEEM0d.2013.2.2 ("CalEEMod")! to estimate emissions generated during Project construction and
operation, the [S/MND determines that the “proposed Project would result in a net increase of 2,177.93 MT
COzefyr as compared to existing conditions™ (p. I1I-34). Thus, the analysis concludes, because “the Project’s

1 CalEEMod website, available at: Rlip.//www.caleemod.cony
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net GHG emissions would be less than the SCAQMD’s draft threshold for commercial/residential projects”,
the Project’s emissions are less than significant (Table HI-8 Notes, p. H1-35).

However, relving on the proposed Project’s mer GHG emissions, rather than the Project’s fofal GHG
emissions, is incorrect and inconsistent with recent guidance set forth by the Office of Planning and
Research (OPR), In the Final Statement of Reasons for the GHG-specific Guidelines,” OPR concluded that
lead agencies cannot simply consider whether a project increases or decreases GHG emissions at the project
site, but must consider the effect that the project will have on the larger environment. Accordingly, if a lead
agency wants to use a »ef approach by subtracting existing on-site emissions from the project emissions, it
must support that decision with substantial evidence showing that those existing emissions sources will be
extinguished and not simply displaced.’

Review of the Project’s GHG analysis, however, demonstrates that all existing GHG emissions sources on
the Project site from the industrial warehouse and scrap metal yard were subtracted from the Project’s
estimated total GHG emissions,' without substantial evidence showing that all of these existing GHG
emissions sources on the Project site would be extinguished by the proposed Project, and not simply move
elsewhere leading to increased fofal cumulative GHG emissions over the applicable GHG thresholds. As a
result, the Project’s GHG impact is underestimated and inadequately addressed.

The GHG emtssions generated by the Project site’s existing land uses should have been considered when
assessing the Project’s GHG impact, since the IS/MND fails to provide substantial evidence showing that
the existing GHG sources will be extinguished as a result of the proposed Project, and not simply displaced.
Table 11I-8 of the IS/MND estimates the Project’s GHG emissions as a result of construction and operation
(p. 111-35). As you can see in the table below, the Project’s total GHG emissions (construction and
operation} are approximately 3,072.58 MT COze/yr, which is above the significance threshold of 3,000 MT
COsefyr set forth by the SCAQMD (see table below) (p. 111-35).

? Fingl  Statement  of Reasons, pp. 83-84, available @  htip/iresources.ca.govicega/docs/
Final Statement of Reasons.pdf
3 See CEQA Guidelines, § 15064.4, subd. (a) (“The determination of the significance of greenhouse gas emissions

calls for a careful judgment by the lead agency consistent with the provisions in section 15064. A lead agency
should make a good-faith effort, based on available information, to describe, calculate or estimate the amount
of greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a project.”)

! The IS/MND indicates the existing warehouse and metal scrap yard are currently in operation. The ISMND's
GHG analysis quantifies the Project site’s existing GHG emissions using CalEEMod and determines that the
existing operations generate approximately 380.70 CO2e MTY (p. [lI-33). Additionally, Table III-20 of the
ISIMND demonstrates that a total of 53 people are currently employved at the Project site as a result of the
“existing on-site operations” (p. [11-97).
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Annunal Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Emission Source PrOptggizf/;t;L e:}t (MT
Mobile (Motor Vehicles) 1,382.40
Energy ~ Electricity 1,368.85
Energy — Natural Gas 105.52
Area <0.01
Water 219.61
Waste 43.10
Constructlon_Em:sszons 13.10
{Amortized)
Project Total 3,072.58
Significance Threshold 3,000
Exceed? Yes

As you can see in the table above, when we compare the Project’s unmitigated emissions of 3,072.58 MT
C(uelyr, which is provided in Table HI-8 of the IS/MND, to the SCAQMD recommended threshold of
3,000 MT COvelyr, we find that the Project’s emissions would exceed this threshold, contrary to what is
stated in the IS/MND. Our analysis and the OPR GHG-specific Guidelines demonstrate that it is inadequate
to simply evaluate only new net sources of GHG emissions from the proposed Project and omit an analysis
of all existing sources of GHG emissions from the Project site unless substantial evidence shows that those
existing emissions sources will be extinguished and not simply displaced elsewhere. Until an updated GHG
analysis is prepared in a Project-specific EIR that adequately evaluates the Project’s fotal GHG emissions
from all sources, the [S/MND should not be relied upon to determine Project significance.” See Hagemann
letter Attachment 2 hereto.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.10

The Commenter incorrectly states that the IS/MND relies upon the SCAQMD’s draft tiered GHG
significance thresheld of 3,000 metric fons of COZ2e per year (MT CO2e/yr). While the IS/MND provided
mformation on the SCAQMD’s draft, unadopted screening threshold, the information presented in the
adopted IS/MND was for informational purposes and clarified that the SCAQMD has yet to formally adopt
a GHG significance threshold for residential and commercial land use development projects. {see IS/MND
at page 111-32). As stated on page 111-33, the MNDY’s impact determination was based on the following: (1)
the extent to which the project may increase or reduce greenhouse gas emissions as compared to the existing
environmental sefting; (2) whether the project emissions exceed a threshold of significance that the lead
agency determines applies to the project; (3) the extent to which the project complies with regulations or
requirements adopted to implement a statewide, regional, or local plan for the reduction or mitigation of
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greenhouse gas emissions. While footnote “b” in Table ITI-8 noted that the Project’s GHG emissions would
be less than the SCAQMD’s draft thresholds of 3,000 MT CO2e/yr., this was provided for informational
purposes and was not the basis for the MND’s less than significant impact determination. The footnote
further clarified that “Ja]ithough SCAQMD has not formally adopted this threshold, it provides further
evidence that the Project’s impacts with regard to GHG emissions would be less than significant.”

With respect to the commenter’s assertion that the Project’s GHG emissions should be calculated in addition
to the existing industrial warehouse and scrap metal yard, this suggested methodology is not consistent with
CEQA, which requires that a project’s impacts be assessed in comparison to the environmental baseline.
The existing industrial warehouse and scrap metal yard is part of the environmental baseline and will be
demolished in order for the project to be developed. Therefore, the MIND appropriately took credit for the
reduction of GHG emissions resulting from the demolition of these existing structures.

Notwithstanding the above explanation of the appropriate methodology for netting out the operational
emissions of the existing industrial warchouse and scrap metal yard that will be demolished as part of the
Proposed Project, the Commenter is incorrect in stating that the Proposed Project’s emissions in
combination with the existing emissions would exceed the SCAQMD's draft thresholds of significance of
3,000 MT COefyr. In trying to make its case, the Commenter incorrectly calculated the emissions of the
existing uses with the emissions from the base project without GHG reduction measures. This specific
scenario was provided for purposes of quantifying the effectiveness of the applicable laws and regulations
promulgated in response to AB 32 and in support of the State’s goal to reduce statewide emissions to befow
1990 levels by 2020. This scenario does not represent the Proposed Project’s emissions. Adding the 380.70
MT COhelyr. from the existing uses to the Proposed Project’s gross emissions of 2,558.63 MT CQOqelyr.,,
results in total GHG emissions of 2,939.33 MT COue/vr., which is still be below the draft unadopted
SCAQMD screening-level threshold of 3,000 MT COs.efyr. As such, the Commenter’s claims that the
Project’s GHG emissions are significant is incorrect and is not supported by substantial evidence. Pursuant
to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(f)3, argument, speculation, unsubstantiated opinion or narrative, or
evidence that is clearly inaccurate or erroneous, or evidence that is not credible, shall not constitute
substantial evidence.

COMMENT 1.11

Fails to Acknowledge Significant Project GHG Impacts:

“According to the SCAQMD, if the Project’s emisstons exceed the 3,000 MT COnelyr screening-level
threshold, 2 more detailed review of the Project’s GHG emissions is warranted.” SCAQMD proposed per

* SCAQMD, CEQ4  Significance  Threshalds,  available  ai:  hupy//www.agmd. gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/areenhouse-gases-(ghe)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/ghgboardsynopsis. pdf? sfvrsn=2
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capita efficiency targets to conduct the detailed review. SCAQMD proposed a 2020 efficiency target of 4.8
MTCOse per year per service population (MT COze/sp/yr) for project-level analyses and 6.6 MT COue/sp/yr
for plan Ievel projects (e.g., program-level projects such as general plans). Those per capita efficiency
targets are based on the AB 32 GHG reduction target and the 2020 GHG emissions inventory prepared for
ARB’s 2008 Scoping Plan. SCAQMD also created a 2033 efficiency thresholds by reducing the 2020
thresholds by 40 percent, resulting in an efficiency threshold for plans of 4.1 MT COue/sp/yr and an
efficiency threshold at the project level of 3.0 MT COz¢/sp/yr.® Therefore, per SCAQMD guidance, because
the Project’s GHG emissions exceed the SCAQMD’s 3,000 MT COze/yr screening-level threshold, the
Project’s emissions should be compared to the proposed 2020 efficiency target of 4.8 MT COse/sp/yr and
the 2035 efficiency target of 3.0 MT CO:ze/sp/yr, as the Project is not anticipated to be redeveloped prior to

2035,

According to the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association’s (CAPCOA) CEQA & Climate
Change report, service population is defined as “the sum of the number of residents and the number of jobs
supported by the project”.” Therefore, consistent with the IS/MND, we estimated a service population of
approximately 414 jobs or employees {Table III-20, p. I1I-97). Dividing the Project's GHG emissions by a
service population value of 414 employees, we find that the Project would emit 7.4 MTCOse/sp/yr.

When we compare the Project’s per capita GHG emissions to the SCAQMD 2020 efficiency threshold of
4.8 MT COse/sp/yr and the 2035 efficiency target of 3.0 MT COze/sp/yr, we find that the Project would
result in a significant GHG impact (see table below).

Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Source Emissions Unit
Total Annual Emissions 3,673 MTCOze/year
Maximum Service Population 414 Employees
Per Capita Annual Emissions 7.4 MTCOze/sp/year
2020 SCAQMD Project Level Efficiency Threshold 4.8 MTCO:¢e/splyear
Exceed? Yes -
Per Capita Annnal Emissions 7.4 MTCOze/sp/year
2035 SCAQMD Project Level Efficiency Threshold 3.0 MTCOze/sp/year
Exceed? Yes -

¢ Working Group Meeting 15 Mimdes, available at: htp:/iwww.agmd. gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/
preenhouse-gases-{ghel-ceqa-signifiance-thresholds/yvear-2008-2009% gha-meeting-15/cha-meeting-1 5-
minutes. pdf?sfrsn=2

7OYCEQA & Climate Change.” & Climate Change.” CAPCOA4, Jamuary 2008, available ot
bitp.fwww.capcoa. orglwp-comtent/uploads/ 201 2/03/CAPCOA-White-Paper.pdf p.71-72.
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As you can see in the table above, the Project’s total GHG per capita emissions of 7.4 MT COqe/sp/yr
greatly exceed the SCAQMD 2020 efficiency threshold of 4.8 MT COae/sp/yr and the 2035 efficiency
target of 3.0 MT COse/sp/yr, thus resulting in a potentially significant impact. Based on the resuits of this
analysis, a Project-specific EIR must be prepared for the Project, and additional mitigation should be
implemented where necessary, per CEQA Guidelines.” See Hagemann letter Attachment 2 hereto.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.11

As discussed in Response to Comment 1.10 and addressed in Section VII, Greenhouse Gas Emissions in
the adopted IS/MND, the Proposed Project’s GHG analysis was not based on SCAQMD’s draft, unadopted
screening-level threshold for residential or commercial land use development projects. As explained in the
IS/MND, this proposed draft threshold was considered by the SCAQMD Board, but was never adopted.
The thresholds of significance employed in the IS/MND were identified on page HI-33. Despite the
commenter’s assertion that the draft thresholds of 3,000 MT COse/yr., should be used, section 15064.4 of
the State CEQA Guidelines provides that the lead agency has discretion to select the model or methodology
it considers most appropriate provided it supports its decision with substantial evidence. The thresholds of
significance, the study methodology, and evidence supporting the lead agency’s determination that the
GHG emissions are less than significant is provided on pages 1I1-29 through I11-39.

COMMENT 1.12
Inadequate Analysis of Cumulative GHG Impacts:

“The IS/MND concludes that the proposed Project would not make a cumulatively considerable
contribution to GHG emissions, and therefore, the Project’s cumulative GHG impact would be less than
significant (p. 111-39). The IS/MND attempts fo justify this significance determination by stating that
because “the Proposed Project’s generation of GHG emissions would represent a 19% reduction in GHG
emissions with GHG reduction measures in place as compared to the Project’s emissions in the absence of
all the GHG reducing measures and project design features,” the Project would result in a less than
significant cumulative impact (p. I11-39). This conclusion, however, as well as the justification provided to
support this conclusion, are inadequate, as they do not actually evaluate or quantify the Project’s cumulative
impacts. As a result, we find the IS/MND to be incorrect and require that an updated analysis be prepared
in order to adequately evaluate the Project’s GHG impact.

Simply because the IS/MND’s Project-level analysis determines that implementation of project design
features and GHG reduction measures would reduce the Project’s GHG emissions by 19% does not mean
that the Project will not have a cumulatively considerable contribution to GHG emissions.® According to

¥ Gordon, Nicole Hoeksma and Al Herson. "Demystifying CEQOA’s Cumulative Impact Analvsis Requirements.
Guidance for Defensible EIR Evaluation.” California Environmental Law Reporter, Volume 2011.9 (2011): 379-
389. hitp:/rwww.sohagi, com/publications/GordonHerson _DeystifyingCEQAsCumudativeImpactAnalysis.pdf
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the Office of Planning and Research Technical Advisory (OPR), “The potential effects of a project may be
individually limited but cumulatively considerable. Lead agencies should not dismiss a proposed project’s
direct and/or indirect climate change impacts without careful consideration, supported by substantial
evidence. Documentation of available information and analysis should be provided for any project that may

significantly contribute to new GHG emissions, either individually or cumulatively, directly ot indirectly”.”

Therefore, regardless of how much the Project’s GHG emissions are reduced by as a result of the GHG-
reduction measures proposed in the IS/MIND, the cumulative GHG impact from the 36 identified projects,
in conjunction with the proposed Project, should have been evaluated in order to determine the cumulative
GHG impact that operation of the Project may have on the surrounding environment.

As stated ahave, the [S/MND identified a total of 36 cumulative projects within the study area, which are
listed in Table 11-5 of the IS/MND (p. 11-29, 11-30). Of the 36 projects identified in the IS/MND, seven of
them are within a half mile of the Project (see excerpt below, area within red circle represents a 0.5-mile

radius from Project site). ...

[Sleven projects are within a half mile of the Project site, the emissions from these projects should have
been properly evaluated, and by failing to do so, the IS/MND is incomplete and unreliable.

Our simple analysis demonstrates that the IS/MND fails to adequately evaluate this potentially significant
cumulative impact prior to making a significance determination, and as a result, the Project’s GHG impacts
are not sufficiently addressed. A correct cumulative GHG assessment should be conducted in a Project-
specific EIR to properly assess the potential cumulafive impacts that the combination of afl these projects
poses to the surrounding communities.” See Hagemann letter Attachment 2 hereto.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.12

With respect to cumulative impacts, the IS/MND concluded that the Proposed Project would be consistent
with local and statewide goals and policies aimed at reducing the generation of GHGs, including CARB’s
AB 32 Scoping Plan aimed at achieving 1990 GHG emission levels by 2020. Therefore, the Project’s
generation of GHG emissions would not make a project-specific or cumulatively considerable contribution
to conflicting with an applicable plan, policy or regulation for the purposes of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases and, the Proposed Project’s impact would be less than significant. As GHG emissions
potentially have global climate impacts, focusing the 36 nearby related projects would not provide

meaningful information.

¥ “Technical Advisory on CEQA and Climate Change.” Office of Planning and Research Technical Advisory, June
2008, available at: hitps://www.opr. ca gov/docs/fune08-ceqa. pdf, p.6.
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Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(c)(3):

“A lead agency may determine that a project’s incremental contribution fo a cumulative effect is
not cumulatively considerable if the project will comply with the requirements in a previously
approved plan or mitigation program (including, but not limited fo, water quality control plan, air
quality attainment or maintenance plan, integrated waste management plan, habitai conservation
plan, natural community conservation plan, plans or regulations for the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions) that provides specific requivements that will avoid or substantially lessen the
cumulative problem within the geographic area in which the project is located. Such plans or
programs must be specified in law or adopted by the public agency with jurisdiction over the
affected resources through a public review process to implement, interpret, or make specific the
law enforced or administered by the public agency. When relying on a plan, regulation or program,
the lead agency should explain how implementing the particular requirements in the plan,
regulation or program ensure that the project’s incremental contribution fo the cumulative effect
is not cumulatively considerable. If there is substantial evidence that the possible effects of a
particular project are still cumulatively considerable notwithstanding that the project complies
with the specified plan or mitigation program addressing the cumulative problem, an EIR must be
prepared for the project.”

Consistent with the guidance provided under 15064(c)(3), the GHG analysis presented in the adopted
IS/MND demonstrated that the Proposed Project would be consistent with local and statewide goals and
policies aimed at reducing the generation of GHGs, including SB 375, the 2016/2040 RTP/SCS, the LA
Green Building Code, and the implementing measures of AB 32 that are applicable to development projects
such as energy efficiency, green building strategies, recycling waste and water conservation. The efficacy
of these regulations were demonstrated to result in an approximate 19% reduction in the Project’s total
GHG emissions. As such, the determination that the project’s GHG emissions would be less than
cumulatively considerable is supported by substantial evidence.

COMMENT 1.13

Inadequate GHG Mitigation:

Qur analysis demonstrates that the Project’s GHG emissions may present a potentially significant impact.
In an effort to reduce the Project’s emissions, we identified several additional mitigation measures that are
applicable to the Project. Additional mitigation measures that could be implemented to reduce operational
GHG emissions include, but are not limited 1o, the following: '

10

hitp://ag ca. gov/globalwarming/pdffGW _mitigation_measures.pdf
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Use passive solar design, such as: ' 12

o Oriented buildings and incorporate landscaping to maximize passive solar; heating during cool
seasons, and minimizing solar heat gain during hot seasons; and

o Enhance natural ventilation by taking advantage of prevailing winds.

Reduce unnecessary outdoor lighting by utiiizing design features such as limiting the hours of operation

of outdoor lighting,

Develop and follow a “green streets guide” that requires:

o Use of minimal amounts of concrete and asphalt;

o Installation of permeable pavement to allow for storm water infiltration; and

o Use of groundcovers rather than pavement to reduce heat reflection,.

Implement Project design features such as:

o Shade HVAC equipment from direct sunlight;

o Install high-albedo white thermoplastic polyolefin roof membrane;

o Install high-efficiency HVAC with hot-gas reheat;

o Install formaldehyde-frec insulation; and

o Use recycled-content gypsum board.

Provide education on energy efficiency to residents, customers, and/or tenants, Provide information on

energy management services for large energy users.

Meet “reach” goals for building energy efficiency and renewable energy use.

Require all buildings to become “LEED” certified.

Limit the use of outdoor lighting to only that needed for safety and security purposes.

Require use of electric or alternatively fueled sweepers with HEPA filters.

Include energy storage where appropriate to optimize renewable energy generation systems and avoid

peak energy use.
Plant low-VOC emitting shade trees, e.g. in parking lots to reduce evaporative emissions from parked

vehicies.

Use CARB-certified or electric landscaping equipment in project and tenant operations; and introduce
electric lawn, and garden equipment exchange program.

Install an infiltration basin to provide an opportunity for 106% of the storm water to infiltrate on-site...

i1

12
13

Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control District, Scope and Content of Aiy Quality Sections in Environmental

Documents, September 1997,
Butte County Air Quality Management District, Indirect Source Review Guidelines, March 1997,
See  Irvine Sustainable Travelways “Greem Street” Guidelines; www.ciirvine.ca.us/civica/filbank/

blobdload asp? BlobID=8934; and Cool Houston Plan; www.harc.edu/Projects/Coolfouston,
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Finally, additional feasible mitigation measures can be found on CAPCOA’s Quantifying Greenhouse Gas
Mitigation Measures, which attempt to reduce GHG levels."*” See Hagemann letter Attachment 2 hereto.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.13

As discussed in Response to Comment 1.10 through Comment 1.12 and analyzed in Section VII,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, of the adopted 1S/MND, the Proposed Project would result in a less than
significant impact to greenhouse gas emissions. As such, no mitigation measures are required.

The Proposed Project includes a variety of Project design features that would reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions (such as being an infill development within a transit priority area, energy and water conservation
efforts, solid waste reduction efforts, and EV Charging Stations). Further pursuant to the “Conditions of
Approval” within the Letter of Determination, the Proposed Project would install solar panels on the
Project’s roof space that would be connected to the building’s electrical system. The incorporation of solar
panels would further reduce the Project’s greenhouse gas generation. Moreover, as noted above and in the
adopted IS/MND, the Proposed Project would be consistent with AB 32 and the State’s goal for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.

COMMENT 1.14

Land Use Inconsistency

A IS/MND must discuss any inconsistencies between the proposed Project and applicable General Plan. 14
Cal. Code Regs. § 15125(d), This inconsistency is particularly acute here when it comes to taking away
land zoned for M-3 heavy manufacturing - a topic that the Project IS/MND fails to adequately address:

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1,14

As discussed in Response to Comment 1.3, the Project Site is currently zoned M3-1-RIO. As part of the
Proposed Project, the Project Site would be rezoned to (THQ)M3-2D-RIO, which maintains the “M3”
(heavy industrial) zoning on the Project Site. Thus, there would be no “taking away of land zoned for M-
3 heavy manufacturing.” The proposed zoning is consistent with the Project Site’s Heavy Industrial land
use designation under the Central City North Community Plan, an element of the City’s General Plan.
Pursuant to Central City North Land Use Map footnote No. 6, properties designated on zoning maps as
Height District No. 1 (such as the Project Site), development exceeding a floor area ratio of 1.5:1 up to 3:1
may be permitted through a zone change / height district change procedure. Further, the Proposed Project’s
consistency with the General Plan is provided within Section X, Land Use and Planning, within the adopted

Y nttpiirwww.capeoa. org/wp-content/uploads/2010/1 1/CAP COA-Quantification-Report-9-14-Final pdf
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IS/MND, on page 1I1-55. Discussion on the Proposed Project’s consistency with the General Plan is
provided on pages I1I-38. For these reasons, the Proposed Project adequately addresses the Proposed
Project’s consistency with the General Plan, This comment is noted for the record. Refer to Response to
Comment 1.15 through 1.18 for a discussion on the land use issues raised by the Commenter.

COMMENT 1.15

Converting Industrial Land to Non-Industrial Use. With only eight percent of land within the City zoned
for industrial use, conversions of industrial land for non-industrial uses (such as office and retail) can
“diminish[] the availability of the City’s industrial lands along with the jobs, industries, and General Fund
revenues they support” (see City Planning & CRA/LA Report, p. 11).7°

The Project therefore conflicts with the City’s General Plan Framework Goal 3J of “[ilndustrial growth”
and Policy 3.14.6 that industrial-zoned land must not be reduced to “adversely impact the City’s ability to
accommodate sufficient industrial uses” (see General Plan Framework, Chapter 3).'* The Project also
conflicts with the applicable Community Plan Goal 3 of providing “sufficient land for a variety of industrial
uses” and Community Plan Objectives 3-1 and 3-3 of “providing for existing and future industrial uses”
and to “retain industrial plan designations” (see Community Plan, pp. 111-8-9)."7

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.15

As discussed in Responses to Comments 1.3 and 1.15, the Project Site is currently zoned M3-1-RIO and
includes a zone change / height district change to (T)XQ)M3-2D-RIO, which maintains the Heavy Industrial
zoning and Central City North Community Plan land use designation of the Project Site. Pursuantto LAMC
Section 12,20, the M3 zone allows for offices uses. As such, the Proposed Project is consistent with the
zoning and Central City North Community Plan. Consistent with Objectives 3-1 and 3-3 of the Community
Plan, the Proposed Project would bring additional jobs to the Project Site area that would support the
existing surrounding community, which includes industrial uses.

COMMENT 1.16

Zero New Housing. Commentors respectfully ask of the Council that if we are taking away precious
industrial land, maybe our City would be better served with residential use instead of fancy commercial
office and retail? According to the UCLA Ziman Center, Los Angeles housing prices have grown about
four times faster than incomes since 2000 and “affordable housing production and preservation needs to

accelerate,” hitp //www. andcrson.ucia.eduw/Documents/areas/ctr/ziman/2014-08 WPrev. pdf

P See Los Angeles’ Industrial Land: Sustaining a Dynamic City Economy (Dec. 2007), available at
hem /planningacity.ore/Code  Studies/LanduseProj/Industrial Files/Attachment%208.pdf

6 Available ar http./iplanning lacity. org/cwd/frammwl/chapters/03/03209 hitm.

17 Available at hitps://planning lacity.org/complan/pdficcnepixt.pdf,
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Los Angeles is the least affordable rental market in the country, according to Harvard University’s Joint
Center for Housing Studies, and it has been ranked the second-least affordable region for middle-class
people seeking to buy a home.

http:/fwww latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-cd-affordable-housing-part-1-2015011 1-storv . html

The City of Los Angeles’ Housing Needs Assessment indicates that through September 30,

2021, 20,426 additional housing units are needed in the City for very low-income, 12,435 for low-income,
and 13,728 are for moderate income.

http://planning lacity .org/HousingInitiatives/HousingElement/Text/Chl.pdf

The City’s General Plan reflects this urgent need for affordable housing. See City of Los Angeles General
Plan Housing Element Goal 1 “A City where housing production and preservation result in an adequate
supply of ownership and rental housing that is safe, healthy and affordable to people of all income levels,
races, ages, and suitable for their various needs”; Policy 1.1.1 “Expand affordable home ownership
opportunities and support current homeowners in retaining their homeowner status™; Policy 1.1.2 Expand
affordable rental housing; Objective 2.5 “Promote a more equitable distribution of affordable housing
opportunities throughout the City”; Policy 2.5.1 “Target housing resources, policies and incentives to
include affordable housing in residential development, particularly in mixed use development, Transit
Oriented Districts and designated Centers”; and Policy 2.5.2 “Foster the development of new affordable
housing units citywide and within each Community Plan area.”

hitp://planning lacity .org/Housinglnitiatives/HousingElement/Text/Ché.pdf, Yet, this Project does zero to
address any of this.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.16

As discussed in Response to Comment 1.3 and Response to Comment 1.15, the Proposed Project would
not be taking away industrial land. The development of an office building is consistent with the allowed
uses under the Project Site’s M3 zoning. The Proposed Project would retain the existing M3 zoning
designation, which currently exists on-site. The M3 zoning designation generally does not allow for
residential uses. This comment is noted for the record.
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COMMENT 1.17

Redevelopment Plan'® Compliance. As for the Redevelopment Plan,’® which the IS/MND almost entirely
ignores even though it is in effect until 2032, the Project conflicts with: Plan § 105 Goal for “a healthy
industrial environment which generates and attracts new private investment to increase job opportunities,
property valued and tax revenues;” Plan § 503.1 that says that all “areas shows ... Industrial shall be
maintained, developed or used for industrial uses;” and Plan § 512.1 “Floor Area shall be no more than
three (3) times the Parcel Area.” In fact, the governing Plan has a host of procedural requirements that are
avoided here, including: §§ 408.4 and 523 requiring Agency approvai of all development permits and
architectural plans, whether public or private; § 503.5 allowing commercial use in industrial areas only in
compliance with four findings including compatibility with “Industrial uses in the vicinity” and some form
of inclusionary housing for :all [sic] socio-economic groups™; and § 512.4 requiring transfer of FAR
payments for exceeding maximum 3:1 FAR.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.17

Section X, Land Use and Planning, of the adopted 1S/MND for the Proposed Project extensively discusses
the Redevelopment Plan for the Central Industrial Redevelopment Project area, which encompasses the
Project Site. Consistent with Sections 408.4 and 523, the successor agency to the Community
Redevelopment Agency will review and approved the Proposed Project as part of the normal building
permit process. Section 102 of the Redevelopment Plan provides that the Plan shall be consistent with the
City’s General Plan and the Central City North Community Plan, as they may be amended from time to
time. As noted, the Project Site’s proposed M3-2DD-RIO zoning is listed as a corresponding zone to the
Site’s Heavy Industrial land use designation under the Community Plan. Thus, the proposed office and
ground floor commercial uses are permitted uses under this zoning. As the proposed uses are allowed under
the zoning and General Plan, they are also permitted under the Redevelopment Plan. In any event, as set
forth in Section X, Land Use and Planning, of the adopted IS/MND, the Proposed Project meets all of the
criteria set forth in Section 503.5 of the Redevelopment Plan. As set forth in Section X, Land Use and

% dvailable at Wtp:/fwww,crala. orgfinternet-site/Projects/Central Industrial/uploadicentralindustrial-4. pdf,

It is entively unclear from the ISMND how the City is approaching Redevelopment Plan compliance, which the
ISIMND essentially ignores. In light of CRA/LA dissolution, the appropriate action in order to remove the Plan
requirements or otherwise divest the CRA/LA of its responsibility to approve this Project would be to: i) transfer
the powers of the former CRA to the City, or ii} amend the Central Industrial Redevelopment Project Area Plan,
Neither has yer occurved. The City is in the process of considering an ordinance to take control from the former
CRA’s responsibilities.  hiips./icitvelerk lacity.org/lacityderkconnect/index.cfm? fa=ccfi. viewrecordd cfinumber
=13-1482-S1; https:Heityelerk lacity. orgflacityclerkconnect/index. cfm? fa=ccfi.viewrecord& cfrnumbei =1 1-0086-
S4;  hrtps:Yeityclerk. lacity. org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfin?fa=cefi.viewrecord& cfnumber=12-00] 4-54. Once
the City ransfers authority, then it will have the ability to assume the role of the former CRA/LA. In the absence
of a successor agency to administer redevelopment activities, the Applicant cannot ignore the Redevelopment Plan

goals and policies.
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Planning, of the adopted IS/MND, the Proposed Project’s 3 to 1 FAR is consistent with the Redevelopment
Plan, and no TFAR is required.

COMMENT 1.18

Compatibility With Surrounding Uses. The Project Staff Report states the Project would “mirror existing
development” but lists only three other developments (i.e. six-story SoHo Warehouse, five-story Ford
Factory, three-story At Mateo?®) (see Staff Report, pdf pp. 10, 24, 26-28).

During public hearings, the issue was raised that the Project was “out of context with the surrounding
buildings” (id. at pdf p. 32}. One commentor echoed these concerns in its comment letter about the lack of
“analysis with respect to the consistency of a 9-story building surrounded by 1-story buildings” (id. at pdf
p. 865).

In fact, the IS/MND failed to mention the Project is taller than any other building within the area when
discussing consistency with Community Plan Policies and Redevelopment Plan Objectives regarding
compatibility with “adjacent developments™ and “existing character of the {area]” (id. at pp. 180-87, 197).

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.18

As discussed on page 11I-4 of the adopted IS/MND, under the “Building Height and Massing” subheading,
the IS/MND states the following discussion:

The Proposed Project would resull in an increase in building density, scale and massing, as
building height as compared to the existing buiiding on the Project Site. The Project Site is
currently zoned M3-1-RIO. The M3-1-RIO zoning aliows for an FAR of 1.5 to 1 with no limit on
height for marnufacturing and commercial development. Pursuant to Central City North footnote
No. 6, properties designated on zoning maps as Height District No. I (such as the Project Site)
development exceeding a floor arearatio of 1.5:1 up to 3:1 may be permitted through a zone change
/ height district change procedure. As such, pursuant to LAMC Section 12.32, the Applicant is
requesting a vesting zone change / height district change from M3-1-RIO to M3-2DRIO. The
rezoning of the Project Site to M3-2D-RIO would allow for the proposed development.

The General Plan allows the increased density; as such, the Proposed Project would be consistent
with the allowable on-site height and density requirements for the Project Site. The Proposed

¥ See M. Segal (Nov. 29, 2016) Here’s What’s Up with the 380 Million ‘At Mateo’ Building in DTLA, Los Angeles
Times, available at httn./;www, lamag comv/citythinkblog heres-whats-80-million-mate o-building-dila/,  (visited
Feb. 22, 2017).
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Project would improve the Project Site with a nine-story office building with growund-floor retail.
The Proposed Project would reach a meaximum height of 107°-6" feet above grade. The Project
height would be taller than buildings in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site. Nevertheless, the
proposed building is comsistent with height allowed for the Prgject Site under the LAMC. The
Project’s scale and massing would complement the existing buildings in the Project Site vicinity.
As such, the Project’s design would result in a less than significant impact pertaining to height and
massing. (see IS/MND at page 1il-4)

The Arts District is developed with buildings at a variety of heights. While there are currently lower rise
buildings immediately adjacent to the Project Site, there are a number of taller buildings throughout the
area, including the six-story building at 1000 Santa Fe Avenue, the five-story Ford Factory building at 777
S. Santa Fe Avenue, six-story Toy Factory Lofts development, located at 1855 East Industrial Sireet, and
the seven-story Biscait Company Lofts development at 1850 Industrial Street. Moreover, the M3 zone does

not limit height.

Additionatly, the Proposed Project is also within a transit priority area pursuant to SB 743, which states that
“aesthetic and parking impacts of a residential, mixed-use residential, or employment center project oa an
infill site within a transit priority area shall not be considered significant impacts on the environment.” In
response to SB 743 and the language codified in Public Resources Code Section 21099, the City of Los
Angeles identified the Project Site as being within a transit priority area per the Department of City
Planning’s Zoning Information File ZI No. 2452, P.R.C. Section 21099 and Z1-2452 define an “employment
center project” as a project located on property zoned for commercial uses with a floor area ratio of no less
than 0.75 and that is located within a transit priority area. The Project meets these criteria as the property is
zoned for commercial uses, is located within a Transit Priority Area, and has a proposed FAR of 3:1.
Accordingly, the Project’s aesthetic impacts shall not be considered significant impacts on the environment.

With regards to consistency with the Central City North Community Plan and Redevelopment Plan,
properties designated on zoning maps as Height District No. 1 (such as the Project Site) development
exceeding a floor area ratio of 1.5:1 up to 3:1 may be permitted through a zone change / height district
change procedure (pursuant to Central City North footnote No. 6,). As discussed on page II-57 of the
adopted 1S/MND, the Redevelopment Plan permits for a maximum FAR of three times the parcel area

pursuant to Section §512.1.

Furthermore, although the Commenter asserts that the Proposed Project is not compatible with surrounding
land uses, no information or supporting analysis is provided to indicate how the scale and massing of the

Proposed Project would significantly impact the environment.
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COMMENT 119

Hazardous Substances Analvsis

The potential existence of toxic contamination on this Project site is a significant impact requiring CEQA
review. McQueen v. Board of Directors (1988) 202 Cal.App.3d 1136. As set forth in the expert Hagemann’s
February 24, 2017 comment letter attached as Exhibit 2 and incorporated in its entirety by this reference:

“The Phase I and the two Phase IIs document that the Project site, a former metals recycling facility, has
been contaminated by high concentrations of metals, petroleum hydrocarbons and PCBs. However,
mitigation (HAZ-1) includes only the development of a soil remediation plan “prior to building
construction.” This is deferred mitigation and does not allow for public review of the remediation plan to
ensure that Project development is safe for construction workers and future occupants.

An August 2015 Phase II Environmental Site Assessment®' documented high levels of contaminants in
shallow soils beneath the Project site,

Total petroleum hydrocarbon as diesel (TPH-d) was detected in 10 borings with a maximum
concentration of 9,180 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) in B6 at six feet in depth. The Regional Water
Quality Control Board Environmental Screening Level (ESL) for TPH-d for construction worker
exposure is 880 mg/kg, 1,100 mg/kg for commercial/industrial exposure, and 230 mg/kg for residential
exposure.”

PCBs were detected in boring B6 between two and six feet in depth. A maximum PCB concentration
of 11.3 mg/kg was detected in boring B8 and 5 feet in depth. PCB ESLs are 0.25 mg/kg, 1.0 mg/kg and
5.6 mg/kg for residential, commercial/industrial and construction worker exposure respectively.

Lead was detected to 441 mg/kg in B6 at 2” below ground surface. The lead ESLs are 80 mg/kg, 320
mg/kg for residential and commercial/industrial exposure respectively.

Copper was detected in soil sample B2 at two feet in depth at 4,510 mg/kg. The copper residential ESL
is 3,100 mg/kg.?

24

22

23

Limited Phase Il Site Assessment Report, Metals Recycling Facility, 2130 Violet Street, August 20, 2015, Cardno
ATC.

hetp./www. waterboards.ca. gov/sanfranciscobay/water issues/programs/ESL/ESL%20Workbook_ESLs
_Interim%20Final 22Febl6_Rev3 PDF.pdf, p. 10

A portion of the site has not been sampled for hazardous materials. Phase I consultant Cardno was only able to
test “limited areas” of the site as portions of the site were covered by metal debris that made soil sampling
inaccessible.” Limited Phase Il Site Assessment Report, Metals Recycling Facility, 2130 Violet Street, August 20,
20135, Cardno ATC, pp, 2-3, Figure 2.
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Mitigation to address these contaminants is inadequate. Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 only calls for a soil
remediation plan shall be developed and implemented to excavate and remove impacted soils prior to
building construction. HAZ-1 does not identify what criteria wall be used to identify “impacted” soils
and to what standard soil cleanup will achieve (i.e. health based regulatory residential soil cleanup
thresholds like ESLs or California Human Health Screening Levels).”

No plans for regulatory oversight are documented in the IS/MND. Given the high levels of
contamination, and to ensure a cleanup that is conducted in a manner safe for construction personnel
and future occupants, regulatory oversight of the cleanup is necessary. The Project developer should
engage the DTSC through voluntary cleanup agreement to ensure the adequacy of the assessment of
site contaminants and of the ultimate cleanup.” See Hagemann comment letter, Attachment 2 hereto.

This lack of adequate disclosure of site contamination violates CEQA’s informational disclosure mandates.
CEQA requires that the Cify make *“a reasonable, good faith effort to disclose and evaluate environmental
impacts.” City of Maywood v. Los Angeles Unified School Dist. (2012) 208 Cal.App.4th 362, 396 (stating
rules for property contamination evaluation in CEQA cases). The City’s conclusory presentation of
contamination at the Project site falls far short of “provid[ing] decisionmakers [and the public] with
information which enables them to make a decision which intelligently takes account of environmental

consequences.” City of Maywood, 208 Cal.App.4® at 396.

Furthermore, the IS/MND improperly provides only deferred and insufficient mitigation to address the
contamination without any required performance standards. CEQA caselaw [sic] requires the Agency to
“craft mitigation measures that would satisfy enforceable performance criteria.” Maywood, 208 Cal. App.4™
at 407. This deferral of cleanup performance standards viclates CEQA. CEQA disallows deferring the
formulation of mitigation measures to post-approval studies with no performance standards to guide the
mitigation. CBE v. Richmond, 184 Cal.App.4th at 92, CEQA Guidelines § 15126.4(a)(1)(B); Sundstrom v.
County of Mendocine (1988) 202 Cal. App.3d 296, 308-309, An agency may only defer the formulation of
mitigation measures when it possesses ‘“meaningful information’ reasonably justifying an expectation of
compliance.” Sundstrom at 308; see also Sacramento Old City Association v. Cify Council of Sacramento
(19913 229 Cal.App.3d 1011, 1028-29 (mitigation measures may be deferred only “for kinds of impacts for
which mitigation is known to be feasible™).

A lead agency is precluded from making the required CEQA findings unless the record shows that all
uncertainties regarding the mitigation of impacts have been resolved; an agency may not rely on mitigation
measures of uncertain efficacy or feasibility Kings County Farm Bureau v. Hanford (1990) 221 Cal.App.3d
692, 727 (finding groundwater purchase agreement inadequate mitigation because there was no evidence

M hitns:oehha.ca.govirisk-assessment/california-human-health-screening-levels-chhsls
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that replacement water was available). This approach helps “insure the integrity of the process of
decisionmaking [sic] by precluding stubborn problems or serious criticism from being swept under the rug.”
Concerned Citizens of Costa Mesa, Inc. v. 32nd Dist. Agricultural Assn. (1986) 42 Cal.3d 929, 935,

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.19

The Proposed Project discusses its impacts on hazards within Section VIII, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, starting on page I11-40 of the 1S/MND. As stated in the introduction to Section VIII, the Hazards
and Hazardous Materials section summarized the findings and conclusions of a Phase I Environmental Site
Assessment (dated October 2, 2014), a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (dated November 13,
2014), and a Limited Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (dated Awgust 20, 2015). All three
documents are referenced as attached to the IS/MND as Appendix D. The inclusion of all of the technical
information contained in all three technical reports into the MND is inappropriate under CEQA; rather
CEQA requires that the impact analysis document summarize technical information and provide the
technical reports as appendices, as was done here. (Guidelines Section 15148.)

The discussion in the MND was more than adequate to allow for informed decision making. As discussed
in the MND, the Phase II ESA determined that no VOCs were detected in four of the five soil samples on-
site. An industrial solvent commonly known as perchloroethylene (PERC) was reported at a concentration
of 0.10 micrograms per liter in one of the five soil samples. However, under California Human Health
Screening Levels for Soil Gas at commercial-property settings, the detected PERC concentration was well
below the State’s suggested action level. Based on the Phase Il ESA results, it appears unlikely that
actionable/reportable levels of industrial-chemical contamination are present at or near the sampled areas
of the Project Site.

As also reported in the MND, a Limited Phase I analysis was conducted to test on-site soils within the
scrap metal yard for the presence of hazardous materials. Thirteen boring locations were sampled in the
exterior scrap yard potion of the Project Site. The results of the investigation showed relatively shallow
impacted areas, consistent with the Project Site’s history of scrap metal recycling.

An area of petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) contamination in shallow (approximately to 2-6 feet below
ground surface) soil is present beneath a large portion of the Project Site. Lead was detected in shallow soil
above non-hazardous disposal limits, Elevated concentrations of copper and chromium were detected in
shallow soil. The lead, copper, and chromium soil will be removed with the shallow TPH impacted seil.
Concentrations of PCBs were detected in shallow soil beneath a large portion of the Project Site, but below
ESLs for commercial/industrial and construction worker exposure except at two locations. The PCB
impacted soil at these locations will be removed with the shallow TPH impacted soil.

The impacted soils are to be expected given the site’s historic use as a recycling yard. However, the site
not listed on any State or local list of hazardous waste sites and is not under any clean up order. It is also
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important to note that these contaminants are contained within the soil on the site and are not being released
into the air. As such, they do not pose a health risk to adjoining residents or workers. Moreover, as noted,
all impacted soils that are above applicable ESLs will be removed by trained personnel and disposed of
properly in landfills licensed to accept such soils. The site will be cleaned up in accordance with all
regulatory standards under the oversight of the City, as lead agency.

As such, the environmental analyses for the Proposed Project provides adequate discussion on the potential
hazards on the Project Site. The construction of the Proposed Project would be required to comply with all
local, state, and federal laws and regulations requiring the cleanup and soil remediation on the Project Site
to ensure that the future Project tenants and visitors would not be exposed to hazardous materials. Contrary
to the commenter’s assertion, the governing regulations for soil cleanup are per se feasible.

Implementation of HAZ-1 merely emphasizes compliance with required regulations on soil remediation
and the handling of hazards and hazardous materials. As such the commenter’s assertion that this constitutes
deferral of mitigation is incorrect and unsubstantiated. Moreover, the applicable regulations that address
contaminated soil clean up provide the performance standards the commenter aileges are absent.

In November, 2017, the applicant entered into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement with the DTSC (See
Attachment D to this letter), pursuant to which the site will be cleaned up under DTSC supervision and
subject to all applicable DTSC requirements. This will provide additional assurance that the existing
contaminants will be properly addressed and that the cleanup will pose no material risks to workers or the

community.
COMMENT 1.20

The Reguired Land Use Findings Cannot be Made

The CEQA, land use and other concerns addressed in this letter must be adequately addressed in order to
make the required City of Los Angeles Zoning Code findings. The entitlements are discretionary, not by

Fight,

Absent compliance with the issues addressed herein, Lowe’s requested discretionary entitlements should
be rejected by the City Council and the required discretionary findings not made. Los Angeles Municipal
Code § 12.32.F.1 (requiring for zone change “that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare or
good zoning practice so require”; § 16.05.F (site plan review findings must show “that the project is in
substantial conformance with the purposes, intent and provisions of the General Plan, applicable community
plan...” and “that the project consists of an arrangement of buildings and structures (including height, bulk
and setbacks), off-street parking facilities, loading areas, lighting, landscaping, trash collection, and other
such pertinent improvements, that is or will be compatible with existing and future development on adjacent
properties and neighboring properties™). The same is true for the Redevelopment Plan findings under §
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503.5 {commercial uses within industrial areas only if “compatible with and appropriate for the Industrial
uses in the vicinity.”).

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.20

As discussed in Response to Comment 1.3, the Proposed Project includes a zone change / height district
change from the existing M3-1-RIO to (T)(Q)M3-2D-RIO. As such, the Proposed Project would maintain
the M3 zone (heavy industrial) designation on the Project Site. The M3 zone allows for office land uses.
As discussed on page 1114, under the “Building Heights and Massing” subheading the Proposed Project
would be taller than the building immediately surrounding the Project Site. The Arts District is developed
with buildings at a variety of heights. While there are currently lower rise buildings immediately adjacent
to the Project Site, there are a number of taller buildings throughout the area, including the six-story building
at 1000 Santa Fe Avenue, the five-story Ford Factory building at 777 S. Santa Fe Avenue, six-story Toy
Factory Lofts development, located at 1855 East Industrial Street, and the seven-story Biscuit Company
Lofts development at 1850 Industrial Street. Similar to the Proposed Project, Ford Factory building wounld
bring office uses to the Project Site area. As such, the Proposed Project would be compatible and appropriate
with surrounding uses.

Pursuant to Central City North footnote No. 6, properties designated on zoning maps as Height District No.
1 (such as the Project Site) development exceeding a floor area ratio of 1.5:1 up to 3:1 may be permitted
through a zone change / height district change procedure, As discussed on page HI-37 of the IS/MND, the
Redevelopment Plan permits for a maximum FAR of three times the parcel area pursuant to Section §512.1.
Moreover, the M3 zoning, which is predominant in the area, does not limit building height. As such, the
Proposed Project is in conformance with the General Plan, Central City North Community Plan, and the
Redevelopment Plan for the Project Site area.

Further, as noted on page IIl-1, pursuant to SB 743, “aesthetic and parking impacts of a residential, mixed-
use residential, or employment center project on an infill site within a transit priority area shall not be
considered significant impacts on the environment.” The Project Site is an infill site within a Transit Priority
Area as defined by CEQA and the City of Los Angeles. Accordingly, the Project’s aesthetic impacts shall
not be considered significant impacts on the environment pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21099.

The City Planning Commission (CPC) recommended that City Council make the findings set forth in
LAMC Section 12.32-F. The City Council will make such findings if it approves the proposed zone/height
district change. The CPC made the findings set forth in LAMC Section 16.05 in approving Site Plan Review
for the Proposed Project. No appeal of the CPC action was filed, and all applicable statutes of limitation
for a legal challenge to this action have long since run. As set forth in Response to Comment 1.17 above,
the successor agency to the Community Redevelopment Agency will review and approved the Proposed
Project as part of the normal building permit process.
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COMMENT 1.21
Conclusion

Commentors write to express concerns about the Project’s inadequate [S/MND in areas including traffic,
land use inconsistency, hazardous substances and GHG impacts. Indeed, this letter incorporates the
comments of expert traffic engineer Neal Liddicoat, P.E. dated January 23, 2017 that show, as matter of
law, that this Project may have a “fair argument” of traffic impacts, requiring that the City prepare an EIR
here. So too, this this letter incorporates the comments of expert Matt Hagemann dated January 24, 2017
that show, as matter of law, that this Project likely has a “fair argument™ of significant GHG and hazardous
substances impacts, requiring that the City prepare an EIR.

This Project is discretionary, not by right. Lowe seeks discretionary approvals. The Council has clear legal
quthority to disapprove the Project if these findings cannot be made, Of particular concern is that this
Project seeks to re-zone the City’s precious M3-zoned industrial land. The Project therefore conflicts with
the City’s General Plan Framework, the Community Plan and applicable Redevelopment Plan. Commentors
respectfully ask of the Council that if we are taking away rare M-3 zoned industrial land, maybe our City
would be better served with residential use, perhaps where Local 11°s members could afford to live, instead

of fancy commercial office and retail?

Finally, this Office is requesting, on behalf of Commentors, all notices of CEQA actions and any approvals,
Project CEQA determinations, or Project public hearings under any provision of Title 7 of the California
Governiment Code (California Planning and Zoning Law). This request is filed pursuant to Pub, Res. Code
§§ 21092.2 and 21167(f), and Government Code § 65092, and Municipal Code §§ 12.28.C.3, 12.32.D.2
and 16.05.G.3.b, that collectively require local agencies to mail such notices to any person who has filed a
written request for them. Please send notice by electronic and regular mail to: Gideon Kracov, Esq., 801 S.
Grand Avenue, 11% FL, Los Angeles, CA 90017, gki@gideonlaw.net.

Thank you for consideration of these comments. We ask that they be placed in the Administrative Record
for the Project.
RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1.21

Comment 1.21 generally provides a conclusion to the appeal letter. With regards to the first paragraph and
second, refer to Response to Comment 1.7 and Response to Comment 1.3, respectively, for a discussion on
each topic. The last two paragraphs provide a conclusion to the letter and are noted for the record.
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COMMENT 1A (Attachment to Comment Letter No. 1)

MRO Engineers, Inc

660 Auburn Folsom Road, Suite 201 B

Auburn, CA 95603

Neal K. Liddicoat, P.E., Traffic Engineering Manager
February 24, 2017

COMMENT 1A.1

Subject: Review of Transportation and Traffic Analysis
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, California

Dear Mr. Kracov:

As requested, MRO Engineers, Inc., (MRO) has reviewed the “Transportation and Traffic” section of the
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the proposed 2130 Violet Street project in Los
Angeles, Californja. (Parker Environmental Consultants, September 29, 2016). The “Transportation and
Traffic” section of the 1S/MND is based on a traffic impact analysis prepared by The Mobility Group
(TMG). (Reference: The Mobility Group, 2130 Vioclet Street Traffic Study, March 2, 2016.) The TMG
traffic study is presented as Appendix F to the IS/MND.

Our review focused on the technical adequacy of the Transportation and Traffic analysis, including the
detailed procedures and conclusions documented in the TMG study.

Background

The proposed 2130 Violet Street project will consist of construction of a 96,936 square foot (5F) office
building with ground-floor retail. The building will inctude 90,773 SF of office space and 6,163 SF of retail
space. Approximately 200 parking spaces will be provided in a five-level, above-grade parking facility.
One vehicular access driveway will be provided on Violet Street and two access points will be located on
the alley along the south side of the building.

Transportation and Traffic Analysis Review

Our review of the IS/MND Transportation and Traffic analysis found that it was generally conducted in
accordance with the guidance provided in the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT)
document entitled, Traffic Study Policies and Procedures (August 2014). However, our detailed review
revealed apparent discrepancies with regard to assignment of the project traffic to the study intersections.
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These discrepancies are particularly noteworthy in the PM peak hour. In particular, as demonstrated below,
there is a critical deficiency in the analysis, as there is likely a significant impact in the PM peak-hour at
the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street that is not revealed in the IS/MND.

“Assignment” is the process of adding project-generated trips to the local and regional road network in
accordance with assumed geographic trip distribution percentages. According to the TMG report (p. 28),
the trip distribution percentages employed in the 2130 Violet Street analysis are as follows:

s  North: 25%
s South: 20%
» East: 20%
o West: 35%

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1A.1

The Traffic Impact Study presented in the IS/MND was prepared by The Mobility Group, a professional
traffic engineering firm, and was independently reviewed and approved by the City of Los Angeles
Department of Transportation (LADOT). The Traffic Impact Study, dated March 2, 2016 and the LADOT
correspondence of approval dated April 14, 2016 are presented in Appendix F, Traffic Study, of the
IS/MND. The Mobility Group’s detailed response to the issues addressed in response to Comment 1.8
(including the referenced attachments) are provided as an attachment to this letter. LADOT has reviewed
the Mobility Group’s response letter and, in a letter dated April 26, 2017 (copy attached), stated that they

concurred with the response letter.

As noted in The Mobility Group’s April 18, 2017 correspondence, the commenter has applied an incorrect
understanding and a misinterpretation of the trip distribution information provided in the Traffic Study. The
trip distribution percentages in the report for north, south, east and west, are for the cardinal directions in
the broader geographic area surrounding the project. They do not apply to the immediate vicinity of the
Project, and cannot be used as such. Traffic in the immediate vicinity of the Project may use a route in a
different direction to reach an ultimate route for the broader cardinal destination. This is particularly the
case with this Project due to its geographic location and proximity to freeway ramps for the I-10 and US-
10 and I-5 freeways which are located south and east of the Project site and which all provide routes to the

east, south, north, and west.

The commenter’s trip distribution comparison is therefore not accurate or valid, and the resulting estimates
of trips assignments by the commenter are not meaningful.
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COMMENT 1A.2

According to IS/MND Table II1-28 (p. [1I-16) and TMG Table 4.1 (p. 27), the proposed project will generate
a net total of 161 PM peak hour trips, with 39 inbound and 122 outbound. The assignment of those trips to
the six study intersections is illustrated on TMG Figure 4.5 - Project Only Traffic Volumes - PM Peak Hour
{p. 30). For reference, that figure is presented as Attachment A.

Attachment B contains an annotated version of that figure, on which we have indicated the directional
project traffic volumes that result from applying the trip distribution percentages listed above to the project
trip generation estimates for the PM peak hour. Those numbers are shown in black squares.

Also shown on the figure in Attachment B are the actual numbers of project trips assigned in each direction,
based on review of the project traffic volumes at each of the study intersections. Those numbers are shown
in red.

Clearly, there are significant differences between the volume of traffic supposedly assigned in each
direction versus the actual volume of project-generated traffic assigned to each direction. For example, to
the west of the project site, 43 outbound project-related trips should occur, based on application of the 35
percent trip distribution to the 122 outbound trips. Instead, only 36 such trips were actually assigned in the
traffic analysis to travel to the west from the project site. Similarly, in the inbound direction, only twelve
trips were assigned in the traffic analysis from the west, instead of the 13 suggested through direct
application of the 35 percent trip distribution percentage. So, the traffic analysis undercounts the total
volume of project-related traffic generated by the project in the PM peak hour.

To the north and to the south, similar deficiencies were found. Only to the east does the actual traffic
assignment exceed the value expected through application of the trip distribution percentage (i.e., 20
percent).

To some extent, these differences might be explained as relating to freeway access considerations. For
example, given the limited size of the study area, it might be reasonable to assume that some of the
northbound or southbound traffic would initially travel east to gain access to the regional freeway system.
This might be less likely with respect to westbound traffic, however, given the availability of nearby
Interstate 10 on- and off-ramps at Eight Street and Porter Street,

However, freeway access considerations do not explain the fact that the total volume of project-related
traffic shown to be entering and exiting the study area in the traffic analysis is less than the total volume of
traffic generated by the project in the PM peak hour. Table | summarizes these differences.
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Table 1
Project Trip Generation — PM Peak Hour
In Out Total
IS/MND Table 111-28 39 122 161
Actual project Trip Assignment 38 i18 156
Difference 1 4 5

As shown, the actual number of project trips assigned to the study intersections is five fewer than the
estimated volume of project-generated trips - one inbound and four outbound. Although these are small
numbers, in this case they are critical, particularly in the outbound direction. Given the assumed project trip
distribution percentages, those four trips represent one trip in each of the four cardinal directions.

This becomes important when one considers the PM peak hour level of service result for the study
intersection of Santa I'e Avenue/Seventh Street. As documented in 1S/MND Table HI-32 (p. H1-[21) and
TMG Table 4.3 {p. 34), the project-related increase in volume/capacity (V/C)ratio is 0.019, increasing from
0.864 under “Future Without Project” conditions to 0,883 under “Future With Project Conditions.” In both
analysis scenarios, the intersection is projected to operate at Level of Service (LOS) D.

According the significance criteria employed by LADOT, a significant impact occurs if the project causes
an increase in V/C ratio of 0.020 or greater at LOS D. In this case, the project-related V/C increment of
0.019 is 0.001 short of constituting a significant impact.

Furthermore, review of the PM peak hour level of service worksheet for the Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh
Street intersection (presented in Appendix B of the TMG report) reveals that addition of a single project-
generated trip to any of the four critical movements at that intersection would increase the project-related
V/C increment to 0.020, thereby resulting in a significant impact. For ease of reference, that LOS worksheet

is presented here as Attachment C.

According to the LOS worksheet, the critical movements at the Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street intersection
are the following:

+ Northbound left tum,
* Southbound through.
+ EHastbound through, and
s  Westbound left tum.

As noted above, the volume of project-generated traffic actually assigned to the west from the project site
is 36 trips, instead of the 43 trips expected through application of the 35 percent trip distribution factor to
the 122 outbound trips. Twelve of those 36 trips are shown as northbound left turns at Santa Fe
Avenue/Seventh Street. In order to partiaily rectify the apparent shortage of westbound project iraffic, it
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would be perfectly reasonable to add one of the four missing project trips to the northbound left tum. Table
2 illustrates the effect on the intersection’s V/C ratio of doing so.

In short, the addition of one northbound left turn increases the project-related V/C increment from 0.019 to
0.020, which constitutes a significant impact. The same would be true if that one additional trip were added
to any of the critical movements, including the southbound through movement, the eastbound through
movement, or the westbound left tum,

Table 2
Level of Service Worksheet Summary

Analysis Scenario
Future . .
Criti Without Future With Project’ Modified F.utu;-e With
ritical Movement Project’ Project
roject
Lane Project Lane Project Lane
Volume Traffic Volume Traffic Volume
Northbound Left turn 199 12 211 13 212
Southbound Through 447 4 451 4 451
Eastbound Through 479 0 481 0 481
Westbound Left Turn 248 10 258 10 258
TOTAL 1,373 26 1,401 27 1,402
V/C Ratio* 0.964 0.983 0.984
Adjust V/C Ratio * 0.864 0.883 0.884
Level of Service D D D
Project V/C Increment - 0.019 0.020
Significant Impact? -- No Yes®

Notes:

¢ Source: IS/MND Table ITI-32 (p. [1I-121) and TMG Table 4.3 (p.34).

7 Modified to add one northbound left turn

¥ Volume/capacity ratio based on a capacity value of 1.425 vehicles / hour.

9  Reduced by 0.100 to reflect ATSAC/ATCS at intersection.

10 Project-related increase in V/C of 0.020 or greatet {sic] at .OS D, according to LADOT significance
criteria (Source: LADOT, Traffic Study Policies and Procedures, August 2014).

CONCLUSION

The project traffic assignment derived for the 2130 Violet Street I[S/MND ftraffic analysis has substantial
flaws. The total number of project-generated trips actually assigned to the study intersections is somewhat
less than the number of trips estimated to be generated by the project. As demonstrated above, this is a
critical deficiency in the analysis, as the addition of one project-generated PM peak-hour trip to certain key
movements at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street would result in a significant impact not
revealed in the [S/MND.
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We believe that development of a corrected project traffic assignment will result in a significant impact, as
documented above. Consequently, the traffic analysis must be corrected and appropriate mitigation must
be identified to remedy the project-related deficiency. A revised environmental document must then be

circulated for further public review.

We hope this information is useful. If you have questions concerning anything presented here, please feel
free to contact me at {916) 783-3838.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 1A.2

The commenter’s assumption that one trip could be added in each cardinal direction is unjustified, for the
reasons cited above in Response to Comment 1A.1. The reviewer also fails to mention that adding a single
trip to any of the four non-critical movements at the intersection would not create a significant impact. This
is important as a total of 62% of the project added trips through this intersection would in fact be added to
non-critical movements. There is also no justification for the commenter’s assumption that one (or 25%) of
the four trips could be assigned to the northbound lefi tum movement, particularly when only 10% of total
outbound trips were assigned to that movement in the traffic study.

The commenter’s assertions of a possible significant impact are therefore incorrect and unfounded, as they
are based on a misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the trip distribution information in the report, and
a speculative assumption of added trips that is unsupported by factual information or the data in the traffic

study.

The commenter also maintains that the actual number of project trips assigned to the study intersections is
five fewer than the estimated volume of project-generated trips — one inbound and four outbound. After
careful review, it has been determined that the reviewer is correct in this respect. However, the speculation
that one trip could be allocated to each of the four cardinal directions, and that one trip could be assigned
to the northbound left tum movement at the 7% & Santa Fe intersection is incorrect- because it is based on
the incorrect interpretation of trip distribution as discussed above., The correct situation is described below.

The small number of trips additional would not be expected to materially affect the results of the traffic
study. A comprehensive review of the traffic study analysis determined that the {rip shortfall related to trips
exiting the southwest comer of the study area via Olympic Boulevard to head west. A total of one inbound
and four outbound trips should have been assigned to a travel path from the Project Site via Violet Street
to Mateo Street to the Olympic Boulevard corridor. While the full amount of project-generated trips were
included in the model and this travel destination was defined in the model, trips were inadvertently not

allocated to it- hence the slightly fewer trips.

The comprehensive review indicated that all other travel paths and trip assignments were handled correctly
in the analysis. The overall distribution of trips does not change and remains as specified in the traffic study.
As discussed in the Traffic Study, the distribution of trips was based on professional judgment and an
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approach commonly used in traffic studies that considered the type of project land uses, the likely origins
and destinations of Project tenants and visitors, and the characteristics of the street system in the area of the
Project - also accounting for the proximity of the Project to numerous freeway ramps. LADOT approved
the trip distribution in their approval of the MOU and the Traffic Study Report, and confirmed their
continued concurrence in their April 26, 2017 letter.

The analysis has been updated to account for the five inadvertently omitted trips. The revised analysis is
shown in Figures 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4, and Tables 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4 (See attachment B to The Mobility
Group’s April 18, 2017 correspondence). The trip volumes in the intersections to the north of the Project
(including Santa Fe & 7%) are not affected. In the PM peak hour analysis (addressed by the commenter) the
only intersections in the study area that are affected are at Mateo Street & Olympic Blvd. and at Violet
Street & Santa Fe Avenue (unsignalized intersection). The volume to capacity (v/c) ratio increases slightly
at Olympic Blvd. & Mateo Street, buf the level of service does not change and there is no significant impact
created. Similarly, the vehicle delay numbers at the unsignalized intersection of Violet Street & Santa Fe
Avenue increase slightly, but the level of service does not change and a traffic signal remains warranted as
identified in the traffic study. The Project traffic volumes at all other intersections do not change and remain
the same as shown in the traffic study. There continue to be no significant impacts.

The analysis was also updated for the AM peak hour, also as shown in Figures 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4, and
Tables 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4 (See attachment B to The Mobility Group’s April 18, 2017 correspondence). The
v/c ratio increases slightly at three intersections, at Mateo Street & Olympic Bivd, at Santa Fe Avenue &
8™ Street, and Santa Fe Avenue & Olympic Bivd, but the level of service does not change and there would
be no significant impacts. At Violet Street & Santa Fe Avenue (unsignalized intersection), the delay would
increase slightly and for one approach the resultant level of service would be LOS F rather than the LOS E
identified in the traffic study. However, LOS F was previously also identified during the PM peak hour and
a traffic signal was concluded to be warranted in the traffic study- so there would be no change to the result
identified in the traffic study.

In conclusion, following a comprehensive review, the commenter’s comments on trip distribution and trip
assignments are based on a misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the information on the traffic study,
rendering the reviewer's subsequent analysis invalid. However, the analysis in the traffic study has been
updated to include the five trips determined to have not been included in the Traffic Study. The results of a
comprehensive review is that the traffic volumes and results do not change in the vast majority of locations,
particularly any locations to the north of the Project and specifically at the intersection of 7" Street & Santa
Fe Avenue, and while the traffic numbers, along with v/c ratios and delays, change slightly at a few
intersections south of the Project, the results and conclusions regarding significant impacts do not change.
There continue to be no significant impacts caused by the Project.
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COMMENT LETTER No. 2

Gideon Kracov, Attorney at Law (referred to in Response to Comment sections as “Commenter”)
Representing Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles, Antonio Mendoza

801 South Grand Avenue, 11% Floor
Los Angeles, California 90017
Febrary 28, 2017

(The text emphases, e.g. bold, italicize, and underline, shown in each comment below was reproduced from

the appeal letter.)

COMMENT 2.1

Dear Mr. Pewsawang and Ms. Dickinson:

This Office respectfully writes on behalf of Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles resident
Antonio Mendoza (“Commentors™) with regard to the referenced Project inthe City of Los Angeles (“City”)
for the Violent [sic] Street Project (CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR, ENV-2016-177-MND) (“Project™,
proposed by Lowe Enterprises/Violet Street Investor (“dpplicant™). Our understanding is that the Project
will be heard by the Planning and Land Use Management (“PLIM") Committee in the upcoming weeks.

Commentors will soon submit more detailed comments, but for now write to express concerns about the
Project’s inadequate Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study (“AZND”) in areas including traffic, land
use inconsistency, hazardous substances and greenhouse gas (“GHG™) impacts,

Local 11 represents more than 20,000 workers employed in hotels, restaurants, airports, sports arenas, and
convention centers throughout Southern Californda. Members of Local 11, including dozens who live and
work in the City of Los Angeles, join together to fight for improved living standards and working
conditions. Local 11 is a stakeholder in this Project, and worker and labor organizations have a long history

of engaging in the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA™) process to secure safe working
conditions, reduce environmental impacts, and maximize community benefits. The courts have held that
*unions have standing to litigate environmental claims.” Bakersfield Citizens v. Bakersfield (2004) 124

Cai.App.4th 1184, 1198.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 2.1

Comment 2.1 serves as an introduction to the Comment Letter 2. Comment 2.1 is noted for the record.
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COMMENT 2.2

A MND {sic] has been prepared for this new, 9-story high rise Project, not a more comprehensive
Environmental Impact Report (“£IR™), pursuant to CEQA law. This means that the less deferential “fair
argument” standard applies. The “fair argument” standard creates a “low threshold” favoring environmental
review through an EIR rather than through issuance of a negative declaration, even if other substantial
evidence supports the opposite conclusion. Mejia v. Los Angeles (2005) 130 Cai.App.4th 322; Pocket
Protectors v. Sacramento (2003) 124 Cal. App.4th 903. An agency’s decision not to require an EIR can be
upheld only when there is no credibie evidence to the contrary. Sierra Ciub v. County of Sonoma (1992) 6
Cal.App.4th, 1307, 1318.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 2.2

With respect to the commentet’s assertion that the “fair argument” standard of review applies to the lead
agency’s review of this comment letfer, see Response to Comment 1.2, above.

COMMENT 2.3

This Project is discretionary, not by right. Applicant seeks discretionary approvals under the City’s
Municipal Code including a Vesting Zone Change, Height District Change to 3.5:1 Floor Area Ratio
(“FAR”y instead of the permitted 1.5:1 FAR and Site Plan Review. As such, PLUM must make express
findings uvnder the Municipal Code and Central City North Community Plan (“Community Plan™). Of
particular concern is that this Project seeks to re-zone the City’s precious M3-zoned industrial land. The
Project therefore conflicts with the City’s General Plan Framework Goal 37 of “[ijndustrial growth” and
policy 3.14.6 that industrial-zoned land must not be reduced to “adversely impact the City’s ability fo
accommodate sufficient industrial uses” (see General Plan Framework, Chapter 3).” The Project also
conflicts with the Community Plan Goal 3 of providing “sufficient land for a variety of industrial uses” and
Objectives 3-1and 3-3 of “providing for existing and future industrial uses” and to “retain industrial plan
designations” (see Community Plan, pp. [11-8-9).%°

In sum, the City Council and PLUM have clear legal authority to disprove the Project if these required
land use findings cannot_be made. Kavanau v. Santa Monica Rent Control (1997) 16 Cal.4™ 761,
Commentors have serious concerns, that we will explain in more detail in a forthcoming letter, that this
Project’s MND is flawed and that the Project cannot satisfy the City’s required land use findings and
General and Community Pan goals and policies.

B Available at hitp://planning lacity. org/cwd/framwk/chapters/03/03209. htnz.
2% gvailable at hitps:/planming. lacity. org/complanw/ndfcencptxt. pdf.

23822 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 301

<—\ P KE Valencia, CA 91255
{661) 257-2282 (tel)

www. parkerenvironmental.com

ENVIRONMEMTAL CONSULIANTS


http://planmns.lacitv._org/cwd/framwk/chapters/03/03209.htm
https://planning._lacitv._org/complan/pdf/ccncvtxt._vdf
http://www.parkerenvironmental.com

Mr. JoJo Pewsawang

City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning, Expedited Processing Section
2130 Viclet Street Project

June 4, 2018

Page 41 of 46

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 2.3

The Commenter is incorrect in stating that the proposed Project is seeking a zone change and height district
change to permit an FAR of 3.5:1. As discussed in the adopted IS/MND for the Proposed Project and within
the CPC Letter of Determination, the Proposed Project is requesting a zone change / height district change
to allow an FAR of 3.0:1, not 3.5:1. As discussed on page H1-57 of the IS/MND, the Redevelopment Plan
permits for a maximum FAR of three times the parce] area pursuant to Section §512.1. Pursuant to Central
City North footnote No. 6, properties designated on zoning maps as Height District No. 1 (such as the
Project Site), development exceeding a floor area ratio of 1.5:1 up to 3:1 may be permitted through a zone
change / height district change procedure. As such, the Proposed Project is consistent with the
Redevelopment Plan and the Central City North Community Plan.

Additionally, the Commenter is expressing concem that the Proposed Project “seeks to re-zone the City’s
precious M3-zoned industrial land.” However, it should be noted that the Project Site is currently zoned
M3-1-RIO and includes a zone change / height district change to (T)(Q)M3-2D-RI0, which maintains the
M3 zoning designation (heavy industrial) on the Project Site. Pursuant to LAMC Section 12.20, the M3

zone allows for offices uses.

With regards to the last paragraph within this comment, the Proposed Project’s land use discussion is
provided on page 111-55 of the adopted IS/MND. A discussion on the Proposed Project’s consistency with
the General Plan and the Community Plan is provided on page II1-58 of the IS/MND. This comment is

noted for the record.

COMMENT 2.4

Thank you for consideration of these comments. We ask that they be placed in the Administrative Record
for the Project.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 2.4
This comment is noted for the record. No response is warranted.

/ 23822 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 301
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COMMENT LETTER No. 3

David Pettit, Senior Attorney
Natural Resources Defense Council
1314 Second Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

April 13, 2017

COMMENT 3.1

Re: 2136-2148 E. Viplet Street: CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR & ENV_2016-177-MND;
Council File #17-005

Dear Mr. Pewsawang and Ms. Dickinson:

These comments are submitted by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) in connection with the
proposed project located at 2136-2148 Violet Street, Los Angeles.

CEQA review for this project should be by way of a full EIR, not a mitigated negative declaration. There
is, at minimum, a fair argument that traffic and GHG impacts will be significant within the meaning of
CEQA and so subject to full analysis. Failure to take this step risks invalidation of the project approvals
and the need to start over with environmental review.,

As in many urban infill projects, the main environmental impacts will be additional traffic and GHG
emissions. Although traffic per se is outside of CEQA, the air emissions associated with traffic are not, and
those emissions cannot be forecast accurately if the traffic and assocjated vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
projections are inacgurate.

Here, there is a substantial question whether PM peak hour traffic in the vicinity of the proposed project
have been accurately modeled and whether the projected VMT has been calculated correctly. The expert
report submitted by Local 11 substantiates this and should not be ignored by your office.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT 3.1

The commenter’s assertions that traffic and GHG impacts will be significant within the meaning of CEQA
are unsubstantiated. As stated above, in Response to Comment 1.2, the appeal period for the Approved
Project ended on December 29, 2016. This comment letter was submitted on April 13, 2017, over two
months after the appeal period ended and 16 days after the statute of limitations ran. The only remaining
approval is the zone change and height district change. The City Council will consider this approval together
with the previously adopted MND.
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CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164 apply when the project being analyzed is a change
to, or further approval for, a project for which an EIR or negative declaration was previously certified or
adopted. Under case law, the fair argument standard does not apply to determinations of significance
pursuant to Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164. Rather, the substantial evidence standard applies to the City
Council’s determination as to the whether the adopted MND is the adequate CEQA document for the

Project.

The commenter’s assertion that the Project would result in significant GHG emissions because the Project’s
p.m. peak hour frips may have been calcuiated incorrectly is incorrect and not substantiated. First, with
respect to the MRO Engineers Inc., comments submitted on behalf of UNITE HERE Local 11, the
assertions of a possible significant traffic impact were found to be incorrect and unfounded, as they are
based on a misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the trip distribution information in the report, and a
speculative assumption of added trips that is unsupported by factual information or the data in the traffic
study (See Responses to Comment 1A, above).

As discussed in Response to Comment 1A, and The Mobility Group’s response letter included as
Attachment B to this letter, the analysis in the traffic study has been updated to include the five trips
determined to have not been included in the Traffic Study. The results of a comprehensive review is that
the traffic volumes and results do not change in the vast majority of locations, particularly any locations to
the north of the Project and specifically at the intersection of 7% Street & Santa Fe Avenue, and while the
traffic numbers, along with v/c ratios and delays, change slightly at a few intersections south of the Project,
the results and conclusions regarding significant impacts do not change. There continue to be no significant

impacts caused by the Project.

Second, the commenter is incorrect in relating the project’s vehicle miles traveled (VMT) to the project’s
p.m. peak hour trip volume and trip distribution affecting local intersections. None of the comments
submitted on behalf of Local 11 provided any information pertaining to the Project’s VMT. The leiter by
MRO Engineers Inc., focused on the trip distribution assignments and the volume of trips assigned to the
p-m. peak hour. Neither of these factors are related to the estimation of a project’s vehicle miles travelled
or the quantification of the project’s GHG emissions. The Project’s mobile scurce GHG emissions in the
adopted IS/MND were based on the Project’s average daily trips and the determination of trip lengths based
on the type of trips that would be generated by the proposed land uses. The quantification of the Project’s
GHG emissions was conducted using the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) computer
model, which estimates a project’s mobile source GHG emissions based on the average daily trips using
ITE’s standard trip generation factors and an assumption on the types of trips generated by each land uses.
Commercial trip types include commercial-customer (C-C), commercial-work (C-W) and comimercial-
nonwork (C-NW). A commercial-customer trip represents a trip made by someone who is visiting the
commercial land use to partake in the services offered by the site. The commercial-work trip represents a
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trip made by someone who is employed by the commercial land use sector. The commercial-nonwork trip
represents a trip associated with the commercial land use other than by customers or workers. An example
of C-NW trips includes trips made by delivery vehicles of goods associated with the land use. The trip type
breakdown from the number or workers and or truck trips from ITE and an analysis of information provided
for the South Coast Air Basin was used as default to assign the trip type breakdowns for all land uses in the
Project. The trip lengths associated with each trip type were similarly based on default data provided by the
CalEEMod program and are based on the focation and urbanization characteristics selected in the model.
These default values were supplied by the South Coast Air Quality Management District for urban and rural
settings.

Based on this, the commenter has not provided any information that would challenge the validity or
conclusions of the GHG analysis presented in the IS/MND. As such, the preparation of an EIR is not
warranted.

COMMENT 3.2

With respect to GHG impacts, it is not enough to compare projected emissions with SCAQMD thresholds
in light of recent case law, including the Newhall Ranch case, Center for Biological Diversity v. California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 62 Cal.4th 204 (2015). Instead, the analysis should include discussion of
whether the proposed project is consistent with state GHG reduction policies including AB32, the California
Air Resources Board scoping plan and Executive Orders from the Governor. In the circumstances of this
case, it is not appropriate to conduct those analyses in the context of a mitigated negative declaration.

Thank you for your aftention to this Jetter
RESPONSE TO COMMENT 3.2

The commenter incorrectly asserts that the adopted IS/MND compared the Project’s GHG emissions to
SCAQMD thresholds to determine that the Project’s GHG impacts would be less than significant. As set
forth in the IS/MND and in Response 1-10 and 1-11, the Proposed Project’s GHG analysis was not based
on SCAQMD’s draft, unadopted screening-level thresholds of significance for residential or commercial
land use development projects. The threshelds of significance employed in the IS/MND was the Project’s
consistency with applicable GHG reduction policies. Guidance for determining the significance of impacts
from greenhouse gasses is provided in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4. As provided in Section 15064.4
{b) (3) an EIR must be prepared if there is substantial evidence that the possible effects of a particular
project are cumulatively considerable notwithstanding compliance with the adopted regulations or
requirements. Based on the analysis presented in the IS/MND, which included a quantification of the
project’s GHG emissions and detailed discussion of the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006
and the Project’s consistency with applicable Scoping Plan measures, SB 375, SCAG’s 2016-2040
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RTP/SCS, the LA Green Plan, the LA Green Building Code, the adopted IS/MD concluded that the
Project’s greenhouse gas emissions would be less than significant.  Specifically, the IS/MND concluded
that the Project’s generation of GHG emissions would not make a project-specific or cumulatively
considerable contribution or conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation for the purposes of
reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases. Based on the analysis presented in the IS/MND, and the lack
of any substantial evidence indicating otherwise, there is no evidence in the record to warrant the

preparation of an EIR.

COMMENT LETTER No. 4

Deana Meyer, Executive Director

Prairie Protection Colorado

Via email: Deanna Meyer [prairieprotectioncoiorado@gmait.com]
April 4, 2017

COMMENT 4.1

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing this letter to share with you our experiences with Lowe Enterprises on a development they are
currently in the process of executing in Douglas County, Colorado. The land that they are developing is one
of the last wildlife corridors in our area, and is home to many different wildlife species. The proposed
development encompasses 1,584 acres and was home to one of the last large prairie dog colonies in Douglas
County. Prairie dogs are a keystone species and they are necessary for the existence of at least 180 other
species of wildlife providing food, shelter and habitat for various threatened and endangered species.

Our organization contacted Lowe Enterprises and worked specifically with the project manager, John
Waggoner, and voiced our concern for the prairie dog colony and requested that he work with us to safely
and viably relocate this colony prior to commencing with any work on the site. We also requested that he
not poison this colony and that we all work together to find a non lethal solution. Waggoner expressed to
us that he would do this, and that he would like to meet with us and discuss possibilities in the fall.
Approximately 4 weeks later, on July 18th, 2015, without any notification, he hired an extermination
company to kill the entire 1500 acre prairie dog colony with phosphine gas, which also kills many non-
targeted species when prairie dogs escape and die above ground and puts humans that live in close proximity

at risk as well.

Many residents and concemed citizens throughout Colorade were extremely upset at these actions. Not
only was Lowe Enterprises developing a cherished and beautiful wildlife corridor, but they lied to locals
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about their desire to save this wildlife community that lived there. There was absolutely no reason for them
to take the actions they did in such a disrespectful and dishonest way.

Based on our experiences, I encourage you to ensure Lowe Enterprises is required to do a full environmental
impact report at 2130 Violet St rather than the more limited environmental review they are seeking,

Please note the attached photos of the poisoned land and dead prairie dogs on the site surface.
Thank you for your consideration,
RESPONSE TO COMMENT 4.1

The commenter has provided a description of her experience with a separate project purportedly associated
with Lowe Enterprises in the state of Colorado. The project in Douglas County, Colorado is in no way
associated with the proposed Violet Street project in the City of Los Angeles. CEQA requires that lead
agencies evaluate a project’s impact based on the description of the proposed project relative to the
environmental conditions on the Project Site and in the project vicinity. As such, the commenter’s request
for the City to require a full EIR instead of an MND based on the circumstances of a separate project in the
state of Colorado is unreasonable.
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ATTACHMENT A
COMMENT LETTER No. 1

GIDEON KRACOV

Astorney at Law

B0 Scuth Geand Avenue
11ich Floor
Les Angeles, California 96017

£2135 629-2071 sk@@gidoonlan.oe
Fax: (213} 623-7753 www gideonfaw . nee

Via E-Muail and US Muail

Jojo.pewsawang{@lacity.org
sharon.dickinson@lacity.org

March 7, 2017

Jolo Pewsawang, City Planning Depariment

Sharon Dickinson, City Clerk’s Office

Los Angeles City Planning and Land Use Management Committce
200 N. Main St., Room 350

Los Angeles, CA 50012

Re: 2136-2148 E. Violet Street; CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR & ENV-2016-177-MND:
Council File # 17-005

Dear Mr. Pewsawang and Ms. Dickinson:

This Office respectfully writes on behalf of Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los
Angeles restdent Antonio Mendoza (“Commentors”™) with regard to the referenced City of Los
Angeles (“City™) land use approvals for the Violent Street Project (CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-
SPR. ENV-2016-177-MND) (“Project™), proposed by Lowe Enterprises/Violet Street Investor
(“Lowe” or dpplicant™). Our understanding is that the Project will be heard by the City
Council’s Planning and Land Use Management (“PLUM”) Committee in the upcoming weeks.
This letter supplements the February 28, 2017 letter we wrote you about the Project.

As set forth below, Commentors write to express concerns about the Project’s inadequate

inconsistency, hazardous substances and greenhouse gas (“GHG™) impacts, In panticular,
Commentors’ expert analysis subinitted herewith discloses, as a matter of law, potentially

significant traffic, hazardous substances and GHG impacts.

A 1S/MND has been prepared for this new, 9-story high risc Project, not a more
comprehensive Environmental Iimpact Report (“E/R™), pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act ("CEQA™) law. This means that the less deferential “fair argument” standard
applies. The “fair argument” is a “low threshold” favoring envirenmental review through an EIR
rather than a ncgative declaration, even il other substantial evidence supports the opposite

conclusion. Mejia v. Los Angeles (2005) 130 Cal. App.dth 322; Pocket Protectors v. Sacramento

1.1

1.2
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1.2

{2005) 124 Cal.App.4th 903, An agency’s decision not to require an EIR is upbeld only when there
cort,

is no credible evidence to the contrary. Sierra Chib v. Sonoma (1992) 6 Cal. App.4th, 1307, 1318.

This Project is discretionary, not by right. Applicant seeks discretionary approvals under
the City’s Municipal Code including a Vesting Zone Change, Height District Change 1o 3.5:1
Floor Area Ratio ("F4R") instcad of the permitted 1.5:1 FAR, and Site Plan Review. As such,
PLUM and the City Council must make express findings under the Municipal Code, Central City
North Community Plan (" Community Plan”) and Central Industrial Project Area Redevelopment
Plan (“Redevelopment Pian™). Of particular concern is that this Project sceks to re-zonc ihe
City’s precious M3-zoned industrial Jand. The Project therefore conflicts with the City’s General
Plan Framework, the Community Plan and the Redevelopment Plan, which collectively seek to
preserve industrial land. Commentors ask the Council that if we are taking away rare M-3 zoned
industrial land, perhaps our City would be better served with residential use, where Local 11°s
members could afford to live, instead of fancy commercial office and retail?

1.3

The City Council and PLUM have clear legal authority to disprove the Project if the
required land use findings canpot be made. Kavanau v. Santa Monica Rent Controf (1997} 16
Cal.4™ 761. Commentors have serjous concerns, as explained herein, that this Project’s IS/MND
is flawed and that the Project cannot satisfy the City’s required land use findings and General
and Community Plan, as well as Redevelopment Plan, goals and policies.

Commentors prepared these comincents with expert traffic engineer Neal Liddecoat, P.E.
and environmental scientist Matt Hagemann, P.G., C.Hg., QSD, QSP. Their comment letters
dated February 23, 2017 and February 24, 2017, respectively, are attached hereto as Attachments 14
1 and 2 and arc incorporated herein in their entirety. In CEQA cases, “[sjubstantial evidence
includes ... expert opmion,” Pub. Res. Code § 21080(c)(1); 14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15064({)(5).

Project Backeround

The Projeet consists of the construction of a nine-story (107°-6"), 96,936 sq.ft. mixcd-usc
development including ground-floor retail {6,6163 sq.f1.), five-story above grade parking, and
office space (90,673 sq.01.), resulting in 3:1 FAR. The Project site consists of four parccls
totaling 32,313 sg.f1., zoned M-3 for heavy manufacturing, with an existing 6,014 sq.ft. industrial
warehouse and metal scrap yard. Approximately 200 parking spaces will be provided in the five-
level, above-grade parking facility. One vehicular access driveway will be provided on Violet 1.5
Street and two access points will be located on the alley along the south side of the building.

In addition 1o adoption of the Project’s environmental analysis, Applicant has requested a
Vesting Zone and Height District change from M3-1-R10 to (THQ)M3-2D-R10, and to 3.5:1
FAR instead of the permitted 1.5:1 FAR, as well as Site Plan Review because the Project results
in 50,000 gross $q.fi. or more of nonresidential floor area. The sif¢ is in the Cendral City North
Community Plan and Central Indusirial Redevelopment Plan Area.

Standing of Commentors

Local 11 represents more than 20,000 workers emploved in hotels, restaurants, airports, 1.6

sports arenas, and convention centers throughout Southem California. Members of Local 11,
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including dozens who live and work in the City of los Angeles, join together to fight for
improved living standards and working conditions.

Local 11 is a stakeholder in this Project, and worker and labor organizations have a long
history of engaging in the CEQA process to sccurc safc worling conditions, reduce
environmental impacts, and maximize community benefits. The courts have held that “uniong
have standing to litigate environmental claims.” Bakersfield Citizens v. Bakersfield (2004) 124
Cal.App.4th 1184, 1198, So too, individuals such as downtown Los Angeles resident Mr. 16
Mendoza have standing under CEQA. /d. at 1199 (“[ojne of BCLC’s members is a homeowner cont.
residing near Gosford and he spoke in opposition {o the projects . . . This is sufficient to satisfy
CEQA's liberal standing requirement).

This comment letter is made to exhaust remedics under Pub, Res. Code § 21177
concerning the Project, and incorporates all written and oral comments submitted on the Project
by any commenting party or agency. It is well-established that any party, as Commentors here,
who participates in the administrative process can assert all factual and le%al issues raised by
anyone. Citizens for Open Govermment v. City of Lodi (2006) 144 Cal App.4"™ 863, 8§75.

The Council Shouid Reject the Project IS/MND and Require an EIR

Commentors respectfully reiterate that the less deferential “fair argument”™ standard
applies to the IS/MND for the Project. The “fair argument” standard creates a “low threshold”
favoring environmental review through an EIR rather than through issuance of a negative
declaration, even if other substantial evidence supports the opposite conclusion. Mejia, 130
Cai.AppA'h at 322. An agency’s decision not to require an EIR can be upheld only when there 15 1.7
no credible evidence to the contrary. Sierra Club, 6 Cal. App.4th, 1307 at 1318

Here, Commentors respectfully insist that the City find that there is a “fair argument,”
based on expert opinion, of significant traffic, GHG, land use and hazardous substances impacts,
and that the IS/MND therefore is insufficient. “Substantial evidence includes ... cxpert
opinion.” Pub. Res. Code § 21080(e)(1); 14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15064(f)(5).

Traffic and Transportation Impacts

CEQA requires analysis of traffic impacts related 1o a project. Kimgs County Farm
Bureau v. Hanford (1990) 221 Cal App.3d 692, 727. Expert traffic engineer Neal Liddecoat
P.E.’s February 23, 2017 comment letter on the IS/MND reveals signiticant deficiencies and a
“fair argument” of significam traftic impacts that must be addressed prior to approval of the
Project and its related environmental documentation. Expert Liddecoat concludes in his letter, in
Attachment 1 hereto, all incorporated by this reference, that there are significant, undisclosed 1.8
traffic impacts in the PM peak-hour at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street:

“[Our detailed review revealed apparent discrepancies with regard to assignment of the
project traffic to the study intersections. These discrepancies are particularly noteworthy
in the PM peak hour. In particniar, as demonstrated helow, theve is a critical deficiency in
the analysis, as there is likely a significant impact in the PM peak-hour at the intersection
of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street that is not revealed in the IS/MND . ..
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Clearly, there are significant differences between the volume of traffic supposedly
assigned in each direction versus the actual volume of project-generated iraffic assigned
to each direction. For example, to the west of the project site, 43 outbound project-related
trips should occur, based on application of the 33 percent trip distribufion to the 122
outbound trips. Instead, only 36 such trips were actually assigned n the traffic analysis fo
travel to the west from the project site. Similarly, in the inbound direction, only twelve
trips were assigned in the traffic analysis from the west, instead of the 13 suggested
through direct application of the 33 percent trip distribution percentage. So, the traffic
analysis undercounts the 1otal voiume of project-related trafiic generated by the project in
the PM peak hour. To the north and to the south, sinular deficiencies were found . . .

As noted above, the volume of project-generated traffic actually assigned to the west
from the project site is 36 wips, mstead of the 43 wrips expected through application of the
35 percent trip distribution factor to the 122 outbound trips. Twelve of those 36 trips are
shown as northbound left tums at Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street. In order to partially
rectify the apparent shortage of westbound project traffic, it would be perfectly
reasonable to add enc of the four missing project trips to the northbound left tum. Table 2
illustrates the effect on the intersection’s V/C ratio of doing so.

In short, the addition of one northbound left tumn increases the project-reiated V/C
increment from 0.019 10 0.020, which constitules a significant impact. The same woukd
be true if that one additional trip were added to any of the critical movements, including
the southbound through movement, the eastbound through movement, or the westbound
left turn.

Tabke 2
Level of Service Workshee! Summary
Analysis Scenasio
Futuse .
Withowm : Modified
Projeci’ Future With Project’ Futire With Project®
. Lone Peojtct Lane Projecr Lane
Critical Movement Volumne Trdfie Volnme Traffic Volume
Northbound Left T 19 12 24 i3 22
Southbound Thioagh 447 4 451 4 451
Easthound Through 479 RS 0 481
Westhbownd Left Tum 248 14 238 in 255
TOTAL 1371 6 1461 a7 Fd02
VI Rudia? (464 1.Y83 1954
Adjusied VI Ratio® 0863 (RR3 0884
Level of Senvice D D D
| Propect VAC bicrement ~ .41y 0420
S renifivan Tnpact? - Na Yo
Nuotes:
P Kowce: ISAIND Table H-32 ep. £11-121 ) and TMOG Table 4.3 4p. 35
Afoditied w add one sosthbound It
T Vobnnedspacky tatio, hased on a capacity value of 1425 sehicleslour,
P Reduced by 6100 w0 seflort ATSAC/ATCS at intersectian.
T ojeckreiated increase fo VAU af 020 o groater o LOS B, seewding o LADOT sipnifivance
critenis ¢Source: LADOT, Traffic Stady Policios and Procedures, August X145,

1.8
cont.
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The project traffic assignment derived for the 2130 Violet Street IS/MND traffic analysis
has substantial flaws. The total number of project-generated trips actually assigned to the
study intersections is somewhat less than the number of trips estimated to be generated by
the project. As demonstrated above, this is a critical deficiency in the analysis, as the
addition of one project-generated PM peak-hour trip to certain key movements at the
intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street would result in a significant impact not 18

revealed in the TS/MND.
cont,

We believe that development of a corrected project fraffic assignment will result o a
significant impact, as documented above. Consequently, the traffic analysis must be
corrected and appropriate mifigation must be identified to remedy the project-related
deficiency. A revised environmental document must then be circulated for further public
review.” See Liddecoal comment letter, Attachment 1 hereto,

GHG Significance Determinations Are Flawed

The CEQA Guidelines and recent decisions by the California Supreme Court, including
Center for Biological Diversity v. Cal, Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (2015) 62 Cal. 4th 204
(commenly refeired to as “Newhall Rancir”), confinm the importance of undertaking robust GHG
analysis for any and all projects. The IS/MND here fails to do this in a way that is supported by
“substantial evidence.,” As explained by expert Hagemann’s February 24, 2017 letter attached
hereto as Exhibit 2, the GHG analysis [ails to evaluate all GHG sources, contains flawed
significance and cumulative GHG impacts analysis, and also fails o mcorporate all feasible
GHG mitigation:

1.9

Failore to Evalnate All Sources of Greenhouse Gas Emissions:

“The IS/MND concludes that the proposed Project’s greenhouse gas (GHG) impact
would be less than significant (p. I1}-34}. However, our analysis, as described below,
demonsirates that when the Project’s total GHG emissions arc compared to thresholds,
the Project would have a potentially significant GHG impact. As a result, we find the
IS/MND’s GHG analysis to be flawed and should not be relied upon to determine Project
significance. 110

The IS/MND relies upon a project-level efficiency threshold to determine Project
significance. Specifically, the [S/MNID relies upon the South Coast Air Quality
Management District’s (SCAQMD) draft tiered GHG significance threshold of 3,000
metric tons of COze per year (MT CO,efyr) to determine the significance of the Project’s
GHQG emissions (p. [11-32). Using the Cahifornia Ennssions Estimator Mode! Version
CalEEM0d.2013.2.2 ("CalEEMod"} to estimate emissions generated during Project
construction and operation, the IS/MND determines that the “proposed Project would

P CalEEMod website, availahle ar: hitpdiwww gzlcemad.com/
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result in a net increase of 2,177.93 MT COefyr as compared to existing conditions” {p.
I11-34). Thus, the analysis concludes, because “the Project’s net GHG emissions would
be less than the SCAQMI’s draft threshold for comumercial/residential projects”, the
Project’s coissions are Jess than significant (Table I1-8 Notes, p. H1-35).

However, relying on the proposcd Project’s net GHG emissions, rather than the Project’s
fotal GHG cmissions, 1s incorrect and inconsistent with recent guidance set forth by the
Office of Planning and Rescarch (OPR). In the Final Statenxent of Reasons for the GHG-
specific Guidelines,” OPR concluded that lead agencies cannot simply consider whether a
project increases or decreases GHG emissions at the project site, but must consider the
effect that the project will have on the larger environment. Accordingly, if a lead agency
wants to use a zef approach by subfracting existing on-site emissions from the project
emissions, it must support that decision with substantial evidence showing that those
existing emissions sources will be extinguished and not simply displaced.’

Review of the Project’s GHG analysis, however, demonstrates that all existing GHG
entissions sources on the Project sitc from the industrial warchouse and scrap mctal yard
were subtracted from the Project’s estimated total GHG emissions,” without substantial
evidence showing that all of these existing GHG emissions sources on the Project site
would be extinguished by the proposed Project, and not simply move elsewhere leading
to increased rofal comularive GHG comssions over the applicabte GHG thresholds. As a
result, the Project’s GHG impact is underestimated and inadequately addressed.

The GHG emissions generated by the Project site’s existing land uses should have been
considered when assessing the Project’s GHG impact, since the IS/MND fails to provide
substantial evidence showing that the existing GHG sources will be extinguished as a
result of the proposed Project, and not simply displaced. Table HI-8 of the IS/MND
estimates the Project’s GHG ennssions as a result of construction and operation {p. -
35). As vou can see in the table below, the Project’s total GHG emissions (construction
and operation) are approximately 3,072.58 MT CO»e/yr, which is above the significance
threshold of 3,000 MT COge/yr set forth by the SCAQMD (see table below) (p. 111-35).

? Final Statement of Reasons, pp. §3-84, available at,
hup:fresawrses.ca. goviceqa/docs/Finat Statemenm_of Reasons pdf

* See CEQA Guidelines, § 15064.4, subd. {a) {* The determination of the significance of greenhouse gas emissions
ealls for 2 careful judgment by the lead agency consistent with the provisions in section 13064, A lead agency
should make a good-fajth effort, based on available information, 10 describe, caleulate or estimale the amount of
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a project.”™)

* The 1S/MND indicales the existing warehouse and meral serap yard are currently in operation. The 1S/MND's
GHG analysis guantifics the Project site's existing GHG emissions using CalEEMod and determines that the
existing operations generate approxhnately 380.70 CO2e MTY (p. HI-33). Additienally, Table [11-20 of the IS/MND
demonstrates that a total of 53 people are currently employed at the Project site as a result of the “existing on-site

operations” {p. [11-97}.

1.10
cont.
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Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Emission Source Prcpt::soe:i e‘;:rz:' ';t iy
Mobile {Motor Vehicles} 1,382.40
Energy — Electricity 1,308.85
Energy - Natural Gas 105.52
Area <(0.01
Water 219.61
Waste 43.10
Construction Emissions
(Amortiz:;) 1 13.10
Project Total 3,072.58 110
Significance Threshold 3,000 cont.
Exceed? Yes

As you can see in the table above, when we compare the Project’s unmitigated emissions
of 3,072.58 MT COgze/yr, which is provided in Tablc 11I-8 of the IS/MND, to the
SCAQMID recommended threshold of 3,000 MT COsefyr, we find that the Project’s
emissions would exceed this threshold, contrary to what is stated in the IS/MND. Qur
analysis and the OPR GHG-specific Guidelines demonstrate that it is inadequate to
simply evaluate only new nef sources of GHG emissions from the proposed Project and
omif an analysis of all existing sources of GHG emissions from the Project site unless
substantial evidence shows that thosc exigting emissions sources will be extinguished and
not simply displaced elsewhere. Until an updated GHG analysis is prepared in a Project-
specific EIR that adequately evaluates the Project’s total GHG emissions from all
sources, the IS/MND should not be relied upon to determine Project significance.” See
Hagemann letter Attachment 2 hereto.

Fails To Acknowledge Signifieant Project GHG Impacts:

“According to the SCAQMD, if the Project’s emissions exceed the 3,000 MT COsefyr
screening-level threshold, a more detailed review of the Project’s GHG emissions 18
warranted.” SCAQMD proposed per capita efficiency targets to conduct the detailed
review, SCAQMD proposed a 2020 efficiency target of 4.8 MTCO,e per vear per service
population (MT CO,e/spiyr) for project-level analyses and 6.6 MT COaefsp/yr for plan 1.11
level projects (e.g.. program-level projects such as general plans), Those per capita
efficiency targets are based on the AB 32 GHG reduction target and the 2020 GHG
emissions inventory prepared for ARB’s 2008 Scoping Plan. SCAQMD also created a
2035 efficiency thresholds by reducing the 2020 thresholds by 40 percent, resulting in an
efficiency threshold for plans of 4.1 MT CO,e/sp/yr and an cfficiency threshold at the

} SCAQMD, CEQA Significance Thresholds, available ar: hitpfwww aqerd govidocsidefsalt.
squree/ceqa/handbook/preenhouse-rases-{ehoi-ceqa-sipadicance-thresholds/ehebostdeynopsis pd D sfun sn=2
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project level of 3.0 MT COseispiyr.’ Therefore, per SCAQMD guidance, becanse the
Project’'s GHG enussions ¢xeecd the SCAQMD’s 3,000 MT COsefyr sereening-level
threshold, the Project’s emissions should be compared to the proposed 2020 efficiency
target of 4.8 MT COae/sp/yr and the 2035 efficiency target of 3.0 MT COqe/sp/yr, as the

Project is not anficipated fo be redeveloped prior to 2035.

According to the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association’s (CAPCOA)
CEQA & Climate Change report, service population is defined as “the sum of the number
ot residents and the number of jobs supported by the pr:)jr:rc:t”.7 Therefore, consistent with
the IS/MND, we estimated a service population of approximately 414 jobs or emplovees
{Table 111-20, p. 111-97). Dividing the Project’s GHG emissions by a service population
value of 414 employees, we find that the Project would emit 7.4 MTCO,e/spfyr,

When we compare the Project’s per capita GHG emissions to the SCAQMD 2020
efficiency threshold of 4.8 MT COae/sp/yr and the 2035 efficiency target of 3.0 MT
COgelsp/yr, we find that the Project would result in a significant GHG impact (see table

below).
Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions )
Source Emissions Unit
Total Annual Emissions 3,073 MTCO,e/year
Maximum Service Population 414 Employees
Per Capita Annual Emissions 7.4 MTCO.e/sp/year
2020 SCAQMDP Project Level Efficiency Threshold 4.8 MTCO,efsp/year
Exceed? Yes -
Per Capita Annual Emissions 7.4 MTCO,e/sp/year
2035 SCAQMD Project Level! Efficiency Threshold 3.0 MTCO.e/spfyear
Exceed? Yes - L

As you can see in the table above, the Project’s total GHG per capita emissions of 7.4
MT COsefsp/yr greatly exceed the SCAQMD 2020 efficiency threshold of 4.8 MT
COqefspiyr and the 2035 efficiency targetl of 3.0 MT COse/sp/yr, thus resulting in a
potentially significant impact. Based on the results of this analysis, a Project-specific EIR
must be prepared for the Project, and additional mitigation should be implemented where
necessary, per CEQA Guidcelines.” See Hagemann leiter Attachment 2 hereto,

Inadequate Analysis of Cumulative GHG Impacts:

“The IS/MND concludes that the proposed Project would not make a cumulatively
considerable contrbution to GHG emissions, and therefore, the Project’s cumulative
GHG imipact would be less than significant {p. H1-39). The IS/MND attempis to jusufy

¥ Working Group Meeling 15 Minutes, available ar- bitp frwww.aqmd. zovidoes'defanlt-
source/ceqahandbook/ercenlouse-pases-igha-ceaa-sianficance-thygsholdssvear-2G0R-2009 phe-meetino - Sishe-

meeting-15-mingtes pdftsfersn=2

TUCEQA & Chimate Change.” & Climate Change.” CAPCOA, January 2008, available at-
hitp:fferwa capcos oveiwp-contentuploads/ 201 2703 /CAPCOA-White-Paperpdf p. 75-72.

8
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this significance determination by stating that becanse “the Proposed Project’s generation
of GHG emissions would represent a 19% reduction in GHG emissions with GHG
reduction measures in place as compared to the Project’s emissions in the absence of all
the GHG reducing measurces and project design features,” the Project would resuitin a
less than significant cumulative impacr {p. H1-39). This conclusion, however, as well as
the justification provided to support this conclusion, are inadequate, as they do not
actually evaluate or quantify the Project’s cumulative impacts. As a result, we find the
IS/MND to be incorrect and require that an updated analysis be prepared in order to
adequately evaluate the Project’s GHG impact.

Simply hecause the IS/MNIY's Project-level analysis determines that implententation of
project design features and GHG reduction measures would reduce the Project’s GIIG
emissions by 19% does not mean that the Projeci‘ will 50t have a cumulatively
considerable contribution 10 GHG emissions.” According to the Office of Planning and
Research Technical Advisory (OPR),

“The potential effects of a project may be individually limited but cumulatively
considerable. Lead agencies should not disiniss a propesed project’s direct and/or indirect
climatc change impacts without careful considevation, supported by substantial evidence.
Documeniation of available informarion and analysis should be provided for any project 112
that may significantly contribute io ncn GHG emissions, either mdividually or cont.
cumpulatively, directly or indirectly™.”

Thercfore, regardless of how much the Project”s GHG emissions are reduced by as a
result of the GHG-reduction measures proposed in the IS/MND, the cumulative GHG
impact from the 36 identified projects, in conjunction with the proposed Project, should
izve been evaluated in order to determine the cumulative GHG impact that operation of
the Project may have on the surrounding environient.

As stated above, the IS/MND identified a total of 36 cumulative projects within the stady
area, which are hsted in Table II-5 of the IS/MND {p. 11-29, 11-30). Of the 36 projects
identified in the 1IS/MND, seven of them are within a half mile of the Project (see excorpt
below, area within red circle represents a 0.5-mile radius from Project site). ...

[Sleven projects are within a half mile of the Project site, the emissions from these
projects should have been properly cvaluated, and by failing 1o do so, the IS/MND is
incompiete and unreliable.

Qur sumple analysis demonstrates that the IS/MND fails to adequately evaluate this
potentially significant cumulative impact prior to making a significance determination,
and as a resuit, the Project’s GHG impacts are not sufficiently addressed. A correct
cumulative GHG assessment shouid be conducted in a Project-specific EIR to propetly

¥ Gordon, Nicole THoeksma and Al Herson. "Demystifying CEQA's Cumalarive Impact Analysis Requirements:
Guidance for Delensible EIR Evaluation.” California Fuvianmental Law Reporter. Volwuoe 2011.9 1”01 1) 379-
3R9 hnp sfebapl com pubbieations/GgrdonHersen. DemvslifvineCEQAsCunntativeimpagt Anziveis, ndf
 “Technica Ad\«twry on CEQA and Climate Change.” Office of Planning and Rescarch Technical Advisory, June
2008, available i lupsdiweay opr.cagovidocsanc08-cega. ndf. p. 6,
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assess the potential cumulative impacts that the combination of all these projects poscs to
the surrounding communities.” See Hagemann letter Attachment 2 hereto.

Inadequate GHG Mitigation:

Our analysis demonstrates that the Project’s GHG emissions may present a potentially
significant impact. in an effort 1o reduce the Project’s emissions, we identified several
additional mitigation measures that are applicable to the Project. Additional mitigation
measures that could be implemented to reduce operational GHG enussions include, but

are not limited to, the following: *°

Use passive solar design, such as: '™?

Orient buildings and incorporate Jandscaping to maximize passive solar; heating during
cool seasons, and minimize solar heat gain during hot seasons; and

Enhance natural ventilation by taking advantage of prevailing winds.

Reduce unnecessary outdoor lighting by utilizing design features such as limiting the
hours of operation of outdoor ighting.

Develop and follow a “green sircets guide” that requires:

Use of minimal amounts of concrete and asphalt;

Installation of permeable pavement to allow for storm water infiltration; and

Use of groundcovers rather than pavement to reduce heat reflection.”

Implement Project design features such as:

Shade HVAC cquipment from direct sunlight;

Install high-albedo white thermoplastic polyolefin roof membrane;

Install high-efficiency HVAC with hot-gas reheat;

Install formaldchyde-free insulation; and

Use recycled-content gypsum board.

Provide cducation on energy efficiency to residents, customers, and/or tenants. Provide
information on energy management services for large energy users.

Meet “reach” goals for building energy efficiency and rencwable energy use.

Require all butldings to become “LEED” certified.

Limit the use of outdoor lighting to only that needed for safety and security purposes,
Require use of electric or alternatively fueled sweepers with HEPA filters.

Include energy siorage where appropriate to optimize renewable energy generation
systems and avoid peak energy use,

Plant low-VOC emitting shade trees, e.g., in parking lots to reduce evaporative emissions
from parked vehicles.

Use CARB-certified or electric landscaping equipment in project and tenant operations;
and infroduce electric Jawn, and garden cquipment exchange program.

i e o . TS . . . ~
" iwipidae caoviglobalwarming/nd FGW . mitization measures pdi

" Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control Distict, Seope and Centent of Ajr Quality Sections in Envirommnentat

Dacuments, Seprember 1997,
" Butte County Air Quality Management District, Indireet Seurce Review Guidelines, March 1997

¥ See Irvine Sustainable Travelways “Creen Street™ Guidelines;
www el irving causfeivica/flebankblobdioad asn R IabiD=8934; and Cool Houston Plan;

www hare.edu/Proiccs/CoolHouston.
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¢ Install an infiltration basin to provide an opportunity for 100% of the storm water to

infiltrate on-site . . .
infiltrate on-si 113

Finally, additional, feasible mitigation measures can be found in CAPCOA’s Quantifying cont.

Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, which attempt to reduce GHG levels.'®” See
Hagemann letter Attachment 2 hereto.

Land Use Inconsistency

A IS/MND must discuss any inconsistencics between the proposed Project and applicable
General Plan. 14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15125(d). This inconsistency is particularly acute here
when it comes to taking away land zoned for M-3 heavy manufacturing - a topic that the Project
IS/MND fails to adequately address:

1.14

Converting Industrial Land to Non-Endustrial Use. With only eight percent of fand
within the City zoned for industrial use, conversions of industrial land for non-industrial uscs
{(such as office and retail) can “diminish[] the availability of the City’s industrial lands along
with the jobs, industries, and General Fund revenucs they support” (see City Planning &
CRA/LA Report, p. 11).7

The Projeet therefore conflicts with the City’s General Plan Framework Goal 37 of 1.15
“lilndustrial growth™ and Policy 3.14.6 that industrial-zoned land must not be reduced to
“adversely impact the City’s ability to accommodate sufficient industrial uscs” {see General Plan
Framework, Chapter 3)." The Project also conilicts with the applicable Community Plan Goal 3
of providing “sufficient land for a variety of industrial uses” and Community Plan Objectives 3-1
and 3-3 of “providing {or existing and future mdu:.mai uses” and to “retain industrial plan
designations” {see Community Plan, pp. 111-8- 9)

Zero New Housing. Commentors respectfully ask of the Council that if we are taking
away precious industrial land, maybe our City would be better served with residential use instead
of fancy commercial office and retail? According to the UCLA Ziman Center, Los Angeles
housing prices have grown about four times faster than incomes since 2000 and “affordable
housing production and preservation needs to accelerate.”
htip:/fwww.anderson vela.cdy/Documents/areas/cir/ziman/2014-08 WPrev pdi
Los Angeles is the least affordable rental market in the country, according to Harvard L16
University's Joint Center for Housimg Studies, and it has been ranked the second-least affordable '
region for middle-class people seeking to buy a home.
hitpdiwww Jatimes. com/opinion/editonals/ia-ecd-affordable-housing-part-1-20 15011 L-stogv.iitm]
The City of Los Angeles” Housing Needs Assessment indicates that through September 30,
2021, 20,426 additional housing units are necded in the City for very low-income, 12,435 for
low-income, and 13,728 are for moderate income,
http:planning Jacity. org/Housinglnitiatives/HousingClement/ TexVChi pdl

¥ Lt ww capeos orgiwp-contertploads201 0/ LCAPCOA -Quantifieation. Report. 9-1.4-Final. pdf
** See Los Angeles” Tndustrial Land: Sustaining a Dynamic City Economy (Dec. 2007}, available at
hpfplannme Jacity srpCode Studies/La (‘UQLPIO Andusinal_Files’Attaclunent®s 208 pdi.

* Available al htp:/planning lacity orgiewdifra DIAI20Y hiny.

" Available at lrtps;: /planning facity ongfeomplan a}dlfcuu.gw pdf.
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The City's General Plan reflects this urgent need for affordable housing. See Ciny of Los
Angeles General Plan Housing Element Goal 1 “A City where housing production and
preservation result in an adeqguate supply of ownership and rental housing that is safe, healthy
and affordable to people of all income levels, races, ages, and suitable for their various needs™;
Policy 1.1.1 "Expand affordable home ownership opportunities and support current homeowners
in retaining their homeowner stafus”; Policy 1.1.2 Expand affordable rental housing; Objective 1.16
2.5 “Promote a more equitable distribution of affordable housing opportunities throughout the cont.
City™; Policy 2.5.1 “Target housing resources, policies and incentives to include affordable
housing in residennial development, particularly in mixed use development, Transit Oriented
Districts and designated Centers”; and Policy 2.5.2 “Foster the development of new atfordable
housing units citywide and within each Community Plan area.”
http://planning lacity.org/HousingInitiatives/HousingBlement/Text/Che.pdf.  Yet, this Project

docs zero to address any of this.

Redevelopment Plan’’ Compliance. As for the Redevelopment Plan,'® which the
IS/AMIND almost entirely ignores even though it is in effect untl 2032, the Project conflicts with:
Plan § 105 Goal for “a healthy industrial environment which generates and attracts new private
mvestment to increase job opporiunities, property valued and tax revenues;” Plan § 503.1 that
says that all “areas shows . . . Industrial shall be maimtained, developed or used for industrial
uses;” and Plan § 512.1 “Floor Area shall be no more than three {3) times the Parcel Area.” In 117
fact, the governming Plan has a host of procedural requirements that are avoided here, including: '
§§ 408 .4 and 523 requiring Agency approval of all development permits and architectural plans,
whether public or private; § 503.5 allowing commercial usc in industaal areas enly in
compliance with four findings including compatibiiity with “Industrial uses in the vicinity™ and
some form of inclusionary housing for ;all socio-economic groups”; and § 512.4 requining
transier of FAR payments for exceeding maximurm 3:1 FAR.

Compatibility With Surrounding Uses. The Projecr Staff Repart states the Projec ]

would “rirror existing development™ but fists only three other developments (1.e. six-story SolHo 1.18

sfCential Indusirialiuploadiceniratindusirial -4 pdf

¥ Available ar Ty ey crale orstinternelsite! Protest

"% It is entirely unclear from the IS/MND how the City is approaching Redevelopment Plan compliance, which ihe
IS/MIND cssentially ignores. In light of CRAYLA dissolution, the appropriate action in order to remove the Plan
requirements of otherwise divest the CRA/LA of its responsibility to approve this Project weuld be wo; §) wwansfer the
powers of the former CRA to the City, or it) amend the Central Industrial Redevelopment Project Area Plan.
Neither has yet occurred. The City is in the proeess of considering an ordinance to fake control from the former

btpssicitvelerk lacity. orgfzcityelerkeonneciindex cintG=cefi viewrecerddotmnber=12-6614-$1 |
Once the City mansfers authority, then it will have the ability to assume the role of the former CRALA. In the
absence of 2 successor agency to administer redevelopment activities, the Applicant cannot ignore the

Redevelopment Plan goals and policies,

12


http://p1anning.la

COMMENT LETTER Ne. 1

Warehouse, five-story Ford Factory, three-story At Mateo™) (see Staff Report, pdf pp. 10, 24,
26-28).

During public hearings, the issue was raised that the Project was “out of context with the
surrounding buildings” (id. at pdfp. 32} One commentor echoed these concerns in its cormment
letter about the lack of “analysis with respect to the consistency of a 9-siory building surrounded 1.18
by T-story buildings” (id. at pdf p. 865). cont.

In fact, the 1S/MND failed to mention the Project is taller than any other butlding within
the arca when discussing consistency with Community Plan Policies and Redevelopment Plan
Objectives regarding compatibility with “adjacent developiments”™ and “'existing character of the
farea}” (/4. at pp. 186-87, 197,

Hazardous Substances Analysis

The potential existence of toxic confanyination on this Project site is a significant impact
requiring CEQA review. McQueen v. Board of Directors (1988) 202 Cal.App.3d 1136, As set
forth in the expert Hagemann’s February 24, 2017 comment letter attached as Exhibit 2 and
incorporated in its entirety by this reference:

“The Phase T and the two Phase 1Is document that the Project site, a former metals
recyciing facility, has been contaminated by high concentrations of metals, petrolcum
hydrocarbons and PCBs. However, mitigation (HAZ-1) includes only the development of
a soif remediation plan “prior to building construction,” This is deferred rutigation and
does not allow for public review of the remediation plan to ensure that Project
development 1y safe for construction workers and future occupants. 119

An August 2015 Phasc I Environmental Site Assessment” documented high levels of
contaminants in shallow soils beneath the Project site.

« Total petroleum hydrocarbon as diesel (TPH-d} was detected in 10 borings with a
maximumn concentration of 9,180 milligrams per kilogram (mg'kg) in BO at six feet in
depth. The Regional Water Quality Control Board Environmental Screening Level (HSL)
for TPH-4 for construction worker exposure ts 880 mg/kg, 1,100 mg/kg for
commercial/industrial exposure, and 230 mykg for residential exposure.™

» PCBs were detected in boring B6 between two and six feet in depth. A maximum PCB
concentration of 11.3 mg'keg was detected in boring B8 and 5 feel in depth. PCB ESLs are
0.25 mg/ke. 1.0 mgikg and 5.6 mg/kg for residential, commierctai/industrial and
construction worker exposure respectively.

* See M. Segal (INov. 29, 2016) Here's What's Up with the $80 Million *A1 Mateo’ Building in DTLA, Los
Angeles Tines, available at hup Mvwww Jamag cong'eitvihinkblogfheres-whats-80-million-matco-building-dia/
{visited Feb. 22, 2017).

*! Limited Phase 11 Site Assessment Report, Metals Recyeling Facitity, 2130 Violet Street, August 20, 2015, Cardno
ATC.

T raoveewairbeards en sovisanfranoscabayial o issy
20ke]_T3FchE Revi PREE p. 10

foearans TSLAESLEGI0Workhook FSLs Jutenm®%
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Lead was detected to 441 mg/kg in B6 at 27 below ground surface, The lead ESLs are 80
mg'kg, 320 mgp/ke for residential and commercial/industrial exposure respectively.

«  Copper was detected in soil sample B2 a1 two leet in depth at 4,510 mg/kg. The copper
residentia) ESL is 3,100 mgrkg.”

Mitigation to address these contaminants 1s inadequate. Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 ouly
calls {or a soil remediation plan shall be developed and implemented to excavate and
remove impacted soils prior to building construction. HAZ-1 does not identify what
criterta will be used to idenrify “imipacted” soils and to what standard soil cleanup will
achieve {i.e. health based reguiatory residential soil cleanup thresholds like ESLs or
California lHuman Health Screening Levels).™

No plans for regulatory oversight are documented m the IS/MND. Given the high levels
of comamination, and to cosure a cleanup that is conducted in a manner safe for
construction personnel and future occupants, regulatory oversight of the cleanup is
neeessary. The Project developer should engage the DTSC through voluntary cleanup
agreement 10 ensure the adequacy of the assessment of site contaminants and of the
vlfimate cleanup.” See Hagemann comment fetter, Atiachment 2 hereto.

This lack of adequate disclosure of sile contamination violates CEQA’s informationat
disclosurc mandates. CEQA requires that the City make “a reasonable, good faith effort to
disclose and evaluate environmental impacts,” City of Maywood v. Los Angeles Unified School
Dist. (2012) 208 Cal. App.4th 362, 396 (stating rules for property contamination evaluation in
CEQA cases). The City's conclusory presentation of contamination at the Project site falls far
short of “provid[ing] decisionmakers {and the public] with information which enables them to
make a decision which intelligently takes account of environmental consequences.” City of

Maywood, 208 Cal.App.4™ at 396.

Furthermore, the IS/MND improperly provides enly deferred and insufficient mitigation
to address the contamnation without any required performance standards. CEQA casclaw
requires the Agency to “craft mitigation measures that would satisfy enforceable performance
criteria.” Mavweod, 208 Cal.AppA“’ at 407. Thas deferral of cleanup performance standards
violates CEQA. CEQA disaliows deferring the formulation of mitigation measures to post-
approval studies with no performance standards to guide the mitigation. CBE v. Richmond, 184
Cab App.4th at 92, CEQA Guidelines § 15126.4(a){1)B); Sundstrom v. Couwnty of Mendocino
{1988} 202 Cal. App.3d 296, 308-309. An agency may only defer the formulation of mitigation
measures when it possesses “‘meaningful mformation’ reasonably justifying an expectation of
compliance.” Sundstrom at 308; see also Sacramento Old City Association v. City Council of
Sacramento (1991) 229 Cal. App.3d 1011, 1028-29 (mitigation measures may be deferred only
“for kinds of impacts for which mitigation is known to be feasible™).

1.19
cont.

A lead ageney is precleded from making the required CEQA findings unless the record

** A portion of the site has not been sampled for hazardous materials, Phase 1} consuliant Cardno was only able 1o
test “limited areas™ of the site ag portions of the site were covered by metal debris that made soil sampling
inaccessible.”  Limited Phase 1 Site Assessment Report, Metals Reeyching Facility, 2130 Violet Strect, August 20,
2013, Cardno ATC, pp. 2-3, Figure 2.

P hnps s ediha 2e goviiskoasse somentesliformia- Bumancheslt-sorcomiu-foy ohs-chibs by
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shows that all nocertainties regarding the mitigation of impacts have been resolved; an agency
may not rely on mitigation measures of uncertain efficacy or feasibility Kings County Farm
Bureau v. Hanford (1990} 221 Cal.App.3d 692, 727 (finding groundwater purchase agreement
inadequatc mitigation because there was no evidence that replacement water was available).
This approach helps “insure the integrity of the process of decisionmaking by precluding
stubbom problems or serious criticism from being swept under the rug.” Concerned Citizens af
Costa Mesa, Inc. v. 32nd Dist. Agricultural Assn. (1986) 42 Cal.3d 929, 935,

1.19
cont.

The Reguired Land Use Findines Canpot Be Made

The CEQA, land use and other concerns addressed in this letier must be adequately
addressed in order to make the required City of Los Angeles Zoning Code findings. The
entitlements are discretionary, not by yichi.

Abscnt compliance with the issues addressed herein, Lowe’s requested discretionary
entitlements should be rejecied by the City Council and the required discretionary tindings not
made. Los Angeles Municipal Code § 12.32.F.1 (requiring for zone change “that the public
necessity, convenience, general welfare or good zoning practice so require”; § 16.05.F (site plan
review findings must show “that the project is in substantial conformance with the purposcs,
intent and provisions of the General Plan, applicabie community plan . . " and “that the projeet
consists of an arrangement of buildings and structures (including height, bulk and setbacks), off-
street parking facilities, loading areas, lighting, landscaping, trash collection, angd other such
pertinent improvements, that is or will be compatible with existing and future development on
adjacent properties and neighboring properties™). The same is true for the Redevelopment Plan
findings under § 503.5 (commercial uses within industrial areas only if “compatible with and
appropriate for the Indusinial uses in the vicinity.”™).

1.20

Commentors write to express concerns about the Project’s inadequate [S/MND in areas
inchuding traffic, land use inconsistency, hazardous substances and GHG impacts.  Indeed, this
letter incorporates the comments of expert traffic engineer Neal Liddicoat, P.E. dated January 23,
2017 that show, as matter of law, that this Project may have a “fair argument” of traffic impacts,
requiring that the City prepare an EIR here. So too, this this letter incorporates the comments of
expert Matt Hagemann dated January 24, 2017 that show, as matter of law, that this Project
likely has a “fair argument” of significant GHG and hazardous substances imypacts, requiring that
the City prepare an EIR. 1.21

This Project is discretionary, not by right. Lowe seeks discretionary approvals. 7The
Council has clear legal authority to disapprove the Project if these findings cannot be made.
Of particular concern is that this Project seeks to re-zone the City’s precious M3-zoned industrial
land. The Project therefore conflicts with the City’s General Plan Framework, the Community
Plan and applicable Redevelopment Plan. Commientors respectfully ask of the Council that if we
are taking away rare M-3 zoned industrial land, maybe our City would be better served with
residential use, perhaps where Local 11's members could afford to live, instead of fancy
commercial office and retail?

15
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Finally, this Office is requesting, on behalf of Commentors, all notices of CEQA actions
and any approvals, Project CEQA determinations, or Project public hearings under any provision
of Title 7 of the Califormia Government Code {California Planning and Zoning Law). This
request is filed pursuant to Pub. Res. Code §§ 21092.2 and 21167(f), and Government Code §

2092, and Municipal Code §§ 12.28.C 3, 12.32.D.2 and 16.05.G.3.b, that collectively require
local agencies to mail such notices 1o any person who has filed a written request for them,
Please send notice by electronic and regular maii to: Gideon Kracov, Esq., 861 S. Grand Avenue,

11" Fl., Los Angeles, CA 90017, gk{@gideonlaw.net.

Thank you for consideration of these comments. We ask that they be placed in the
Administrative Record for the Project.

Sincerely,

ANEEEY
{ A J M &’N‘ Lo

S

/
7
Gideon Kracov
Lawver for Unite HERE Local 11 and Antonio Mendoza

Attach:
1. Neal Liddecoat P.E. comment letter dated 2/23/17

2. Matt Hagemann P.G., C.Hg., QSD, QSP comment letter dated 2/24/17
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COMMENT LETTER No. 1A

February 24, 2017

Mr. Gideon Kracov

Attorney at Law

801 S. Grand Ave., 11th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Subject:  Review of Transportation and Traffic Analysis
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, California

Dear Mr. Kmacov;

As requested, MRO Engincers, Inc.. (MRO) has reviewed the “Transportation and Uraffic” section of
the Tnitial Study/Mitigated Negarive Declaration (IS/MND) for the proposed 2130 Violet Street
project in Los Angeles, California. {Parker Environmental Consultants, September 29, 2016). The
“Transportation and Traffic” section of the IS/MNE is based on a teaffic impact analysis prepared by
The Mobility Group {TMG). (Reference: The Mobility Group, 2130 Violer Streer Traffic Srudy,
March 2, 2016.) The TMQG traffic study is presented as Appendix F to the IS/MND.

Our review focused on the technical adequacy of the Transportation and Traffic analysis, including
the detailed procedures and conclusions documented in the TMG study.

Background

The proposed 2130 Violet Street project will consist of construction of a 96,936 square oot (SBF)
office building with ground-floor retait. The building will include 90,773 SF of office space and
6,163 SF of retail space. Approximately 200 parking spaces will be provided in a live-level, above- 1A.1
grade parking facility. One vehicular access driveway will be provided on Vielet Sueet and two
access points will be located on the alley along the south side of the building,

"Transportation and Traffic Analysis Review

Cur review of the IS/MND Transportation and Traffic analysis found that it was generally conducted
in accordance with the guidance provided in the Los Angeles Department of Transportation
{(LADOT) document entitled, Traffic Study Policies and Procedures {August 204}, However, our
derailed review revealed apparent discrepanciss with regard 1o assignment of the project traffic to the
study nterscetions. These discrepancies are particularly noteworthy in the PM peak houy. In
particular, as demonstrated below, there is a critical deficiency in the analysis, as there is likely a
significant impact in the PM peak-hour at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenuve/Seventh Street that is
not revealed in the IS/MND,

“Assignment” is the process of adding project-gencerated trips to the local and regional road network

in accordance with assumed geographic trip distribution percentages. According to the TMG report

(p. 28), the trip distribution percentages employed in the 2130 Violet Street analysis are as follows:
*  Morth: 25%

e South: 20%
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Mr. Gideon Kracov
February 24, 2017
Page 2

e East: 20%
o West 35%

According to ISMND Table [11-28 (p. 1iI-16) and TMG Table 4.1 {p. 27), the proposed project wili
generate a net total of 161 PM peak hour trips, with 39 inbound and 122 outbound. The assignment
of those trips to the six study intersections is illuswrated on TMG Figure 4.5 ~ Project Only Traffic
Volumes — PM Pezak Hour (p. 30). For reference, that figure is presented as Attachment A,

Attachment B contains an annofated version of that figure, on which we have indicated the
directional project traffic volumes that result from applying the tip distnbution percentages listed
above 10 the project irip generation estimates for the PM peak hour. Those numbers are shown in

black squares.

Also shown on the figure in Attachment B are the actual numbers of project wips assigned in each
direction, based on review of the project traffic volumes at each of the study intersections. Those

numbers are shown in red.

Clearly, there are significant differences between the volume of traffic supposedly assigned in each
direction versus the actual volume of project-generated traffic assigned to each direction. For
example, to the west of the project site, 43 outbound project-related trips should occur, based on
application of the 35 percent trp distnibution to the 122 outbound trips. Instead, only 36 such wips
were actually assigned in the traffic analysis 10 trave] to the west from the project site. Similady, in
the inbound direction, only lwelve trips were assigned in the traffic analysis from the west, insiead of
the 13 suggested through direct application of the 35 percent wnp distribution percentage, So, the
traffic analysis wndercounts the total volume of project-related waffic genzrated by the project in the

PM peak hour,

To the north and 1o the south, similar deficiencies were found. Only to the east does the actual traffic
assignment exceed the value expected through application of the trip distribution percentage (i.e.. 20

percent).

To some extent, these differences might be explained as relating to freeway access considerations.
For example, given the limited size of the study area, it might be reasonable 10 assume that some of
the northbound or southbound wraffic would initially travel east to gain access 10 the regional frecway
system. This might be less likely with respect 10 westhound traffic, however, given the availability of

ncarby Interstate ¥0 on- and off-ramps at Eight Street and Porter Street.

However, fre¢way access considerations do not explain the fact that the total volume of project-
refated traffic shown to be entering and exiting the study area in the traffic analysis is less than the
to1al volume of waffic generated by the project in the PM peak hovur. Table ) summarizes these

differences.

1AL
cont.

1A 2
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" Table 1 ,
Project Trip Generation — PM Peak Honr
T - e g Ol ] Tolal b
TS/MND Table Tl-28 7 39 122 161
Actual Project Traffic Assignment 38 £ 156
Difference 1 4 5

As shown, the actual number of project trips assigned to the study intersections is five fewer than the
estimated volume of project-generated trips -~ one inbound and four outbound. Although these are
small numbers, in this case they are critical, particularly in the outbound direction. Given the
assumed project wrip distribution percentages, 1hose four trips represent one trip in ¢ach of the four
cardinal directions.

This becomes important when one considers the PM peak hour level of service result for the study
intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street. As documiented in ISTMND Table 1I1-32 (p. 11I-121)
and TMG Table 4.3 (p. 34), the projeci-related increase in volume/capacity {(V/C) ratio is 0.019,
increasing from 0.864 under “Future Withow Project” conditions to 0.883 under “Fulure With
Project Conditions.” In both analysis scenarios, the intersection is projected to operate at Level of
Service (LOS) D.

According the significance criteria employed by LADOT, a significant impact occurs if the project
causes an increase in V/C ratio of 0.020 or greater at LOS D. In this case, the project-refated V/C
increment of 0.019 is 0.001 short of constituring a significant impact.

Furthermore, review of the PM peak hour level of service worksheet for the Santa Fe
Avenue/Seventh Street intersection {presented in Appendix B of the TMG report) reveals that
addition of a single project-generated trip to any of the four critical movements a1 that intersection
would increase the project-related V/C increment 1o 0.020, thereby resulting in a significant impact.
For ease of refercnce, that LOS workshee is presented here as Attachmem C.

According 10 the LOS worksheet, the critical movements at the Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street
intersection are the following:

& Northbound lefi arn,
*  Southbound through,
s  Eastbound through, and
*  Westbound left turn,

As noted above, the volume of project-generated traffic actually assigned 1o the west from the
project site is 36 trips, instead of the 43 trips expected through application of the 35 percent trip
distribution factor 10 the 122 outbound 1rips. Twelve of those 36 trips are shown as northbound jeft
wmns at Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street. In order to partially rectify the apparent shortage of
westbound project traffic, it would be perfectly reasonable to add one of the four missing project

1A2
cont.
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trips 1o the northbound left turn. Table 2 illustrates the effect on the intersection’s V/C ratio of doing
50,

in short, the addition of one northbound lefl turn increases the project-related VIC increment from
0.019 10 0.020, which constitules a significant impact. The same would be true if that on¢ additional
inp were added to any of the crilical movements. including the southbound through movement, the

eastbound through movement, or the westbound teft turn.

“Table2
Leve! of Service Worksheet Summary
. Analysis Scenacio .
Fuwre 4 ' '
Without - -1 “Modified -
1. Project’ | . Futare With Project' Future With Project’
. " Lane | Project. Lane Project Lane
Critical Movement Volume Traffic Volume | Traffic | Volume
Northbound Left Turn : 159 12 211 13 2i2
Southbound Through a7 L 4 451 4 451
Eastbound Through 479 0 481 0 481
Westbound Left Tumn 248 10 258 16 258
TOTAL | 1373 26 1401 {27 1,402
V/C Ratio® 0.964 0.983 T 0984
Adjusted V/C Ratio* 0.864 0.883 0.884
Level of Service D Lo D B : D
Project V/C Increment - e o019 | 0.020
Significant Impact? - ] Ne S e
Notes: T
' Source: IS/IMND Table 11I-32 (p. ilI-121) and TMG Table 4.3 (p. 34).
* Maodified to add one northbound feft turn.
' Volume/capacity ratio, based on a capacity value of 1,425 vehicles/hour.
¢ Reduced by 0.100 1o reflect ATSAC/ATCS at intersection.
*  Project-related increase in V/C of 0.020 or greater at LOS D, according to LADOT significance
critenia. {Source: LADOQT, Traffic Study Policies and Procedures, August 2014).
CONCLUSION

The project traffic assignment derived for the 2130 Violet Street IS/MND traffic analysis has

substantial flaws. The tetal number of project-generated frips actvally assigned to the study
intersections is somewhal Jess than the number of trips estimated (o be generated by the project. As
demonstrated above, this is a critical deficiency in the analysis, as the addition of one project-

1A.2
COTH,
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generated PM peak-hour trip to certain key movements at the intersection of Samta Fe
Avenue/Seventh Street would result in a significant impact pot revealed in the IS/MND.

We believe that development of a comrected project traffic assignment will resull in a2 significant
impact, as documented above. Consequently, the traffic analysis must be comected and appropriate
mitigation must be identified to remedy the project-related deficiency. A revised environmental
document must then be circulated for further public review.

We hope this information is useful. M you have questions concerning anything presented here,
please feel free to contact me at (916) 783-3838,

Sincerely,

MRO ENGINEERS, INC.

Neal K. Liddicoat, P.E.
Traffic Engineering Manager

Attachment A - TMG Figure 4.5 - Project Only Traffic Volumes — PM Peak Hour
Anachment B - TMG Figure 4.5 ~ Project Only Traffic Volumes — PM Peak Hour (Annotated)
Auachment C - Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh Street Level of Service Worksheet

1A2
cont.
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ATTACHMENT A
TMG FIGURE 4.5 - PROJECT ONLY TRAFFIC YOLUMES - PM PEAK HOUR
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ATTACHMENT B

TMG FIGURE 4.5 - PROJECT ONLY TRAFFIC VOLUMES - PM PEAK HOUR
(ANNOTATED)
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SANTA FE AVENUE/SEVENTH STREET LEVEL OF SERVICE WORKSHEET




LADOT

Maving LA Forword

Level of Service Worksheet

2130 Viclet Street Project - PM Peak Hour

US# North-South Sweet: | SantaFedwenue 4 _Yearof Count: 2015 Ambient Growth: (%): 1 4 Conducted by: | Azadeh Azad Date:] e
3 East-West Street: | 7" Stree! Projaction Year: 2018 Peak Hour::  pM Roviewsd by: | Project:] 2138 Violer
No. of Phages 3 3 3 3 3
Opposed @'ing: NiS-1, EIW-2 of Both37 0 n ] 0 0
' NB- 3 5B o NEB- 3 S8 0 NB- 3 58~ i] NE- 3 S8 D NB.. 3 SB-- 0
+ - - 7
Right Turns: FREE-1, NRYOR-Z or LAY EB- 0 W ol &8 0 Wa. o] Es. 0 Wi of =a. 0 WB- ] EB-. 0  wB- 0
AFSAG.T oF ATSACHATCS-27 1 i z 2 2
Ovarride Capacity 8] [4] 0 [y 5]
EXIETING CONDITION EXISTING PLUS PRQJECT FUTURE CONDITION WIO PROJEGT FUTURE COKDITION Wi PROJECT FUTURE Wi PROSECT Wi MITIGATION
MOVEMENT No,of | Lane | Projoct | Total lane | Added | Tetal | MNo.of | Lane | Added | Yotal | No.of | Lans | Added | Total | No.of | Lane
Volute Lanes | Voluma | Traffic | volume { Volume | Volume | Volume | Lanas | Yolume | Volume | Volwme | Lanes | Volume | volume | Valume Lanes | Yoiume
o Y Left 127 1 137 i2 138 139 &4 193 1 159 12 211 1 211 0 211 1 211
= --f Laft-Through 0 2 1] o
3 Through w1 362 12 374 4 | g dsz 462 12 484 9 494 9 4o A 494
a t» Through-Right 0 0 o C
E r Right 2 1 ] 37 245 15 10 224 1 0 a7 264 1 3 1] 261 1 3
g +}+ Lett-Through-Right 4] g o a
" Left-Right I ] 0 G
a L peft 49 a 49 o] 45 45 20 TO 0 70 ] 70 ] 70 ¢ 70 0 70
Z Left-Through 0 Q a o
B ] Tnrougn 247 i) M8 4 251 320 g4 a4 0 A47 4 352 g 454 Do 3% 0 54
= +{  Through-Right e} ¢} 0 o
[ « Right 20 0 a ¢l 20 ¢ 8 29 g 1] 0 29 0 0 0 29 ] 4]
& “d+ Loft-Torough-Right 1 1 1 1
ey Left-Right g 0 a 0
4 Len 24 1 34 o 34 34 15 43 1 48 0 48 1 48 0 48 1 48
8 | L Left-Through 0 0 0 v
g - Through 651 1 a8 a 651 380 120 a1 1 473 G rat 1 481 4 741 k 481
& TV Yhrough-Right 1 1 1 1
1 Right 125 ) 126 4 129 129 37 166 ! i66 4 170 o 170G ¢ 170 2 170
= L.eft-Through-Right 0 0 0 o
Left-Right 0 0 0 g
" Left 220 1 220 1G 230 2318 21 248 1 245 10 258 1 258 ] 258 1 258
8 1 9 LeftFhrough g o o 0
8 |+ Through 353 1 206 0 353 205 177 541 1 314 0 541 1 314 4 541 1 314
E Through-Right ] 1 1 1
i‘g Right 58 G 58 0 58 58 28 88 0 B& 0 26 Q a8 4] 86 0 BS
= Laft-Through-Right o] 0 a [
Left-Right 0 1} g &
Narth-South: 443 North-South: 458 North-Souit: 645 North-Souti: 662 North-South: 662
CRITICAL VOLUMES East-Wast: 608 East-West: 620 Eagl-Wes!: 721 East-Wast: 738 Engtvess: 739
SUp: 1051 SUM: 1079 sum 1373 SuM: 1403 Sup: 1401
VOLUMEICAPACITY {V/C] RATIO: 0.738 0.757 0.964 0.933 6,983
W/C LESS ATSACIATCS ADLUSTMENT: 0669 U.687 11864 0.BE3 0.883
LEVEL OF SERVICE {LOS): B B 1] D D
PROJECT IMPACT
Change in v/o due 1o peoject:  0.048 Avic aher mitigation: 0.049
Sigrifivant impacted? NO Fully mitigated? MNA
WUZCHB-9:37 AM 3

[

VWeakday PM Peak -12-30-20415
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Level of Service Worksheet

Moving LA Forward 2130 Violet Street Project - PM Peak Hour

175 #.)_ North-South Street: | Santa Fe Averue Year of Count:__ 2015 Ambiatit Growth: (%) - 4 Conducted by. | Azadeh Azad |  Date:l 1213012018
3 EastaWost Street: | 7™ Stroet Projection Year: 2018 Peak Hour: ' PM Roviswad by: ; Project:’ 2130 Violat
Ne. of Phases 3 3 3 2 3
Dpposed Bling: NIS-1, EIW-2 or Both=37 0 o} o 4] o]
i g g a4 (NB— 3 8B 0| NB- 3 $B- G 1 N8B~ 3 8B~ 0 N 3 8B 0} wB. 3 s3 0
Right Tums: FREEA, RRTORZor OLASY 1 0 wme 5| EB- o wa- 0] Ea- o we- ol es- a wB- ol B 0 WB- 0
ATSAC or ATSAGHATCS-27 1 1 2 2 z
Dvarvide Capacity { ¢ 0 0 ]
EXISTING CONGITION EXISTING PLUS PROJECT FUTURE CONDITION WO PROJECT FUTURE CONRITION W PROJECT FUTURE W PROJECT W/ MITIGATION
MOVEMENT Ro.of | iane | Project | Toisl Larve | Added | Tofal | No.of | Lane | Added | Total | Mo.of | Lane | Added | Total | No.of | Lane
Yolume | Lanes | Volume | Treffic | Volume | Yolume | Volume ] Yolume | Lanes : Volume ; Volume | Volume | Lanes | Volume 1 Votame | Votume | Lanes | Volome
o ™ Left 127 E] 127 12 139 139 85 199 1 198 12 211 1 21 0 211 4 FIT]
z «  Left-Through ¥ 0 0 o
o Through 362 1 262 12 ar4 374 109 B2 1 482 52 494 1 494 ¢ 494 1 494
% Through-Right O 0 0 o]
| = Right 08 1 ] ar 245 15 0 224 1 0 37 261 1 3 0 2 1 3
g Left-Through-Right 0 0 o ]
v Loft-Right 0 o o i}
8 L Left 48 0 49 0 49 49 20 v ¢ 70 0 70 ¢ 70 o 70 o 70
z b Lett-Throsgh 0 0 o )
5 { Through 247 4] a8 4 251 320 a4 248 G a47 4 35z g 451 4] 352 0 451
z «~| Through-Right o 0 & 0
= Right 20 G ¢ h 20 o B 29 0 0 ) 29 0 0 0 29 o ¢
o} «}e Left-Through-Right 1 1 1 1
Ay Left-Right 4 0 ¢ o
4 ren 24 i 34 ¥ 34 34 13 48 1 4B 0 A8 1 45 0 a8 1 48
g <L LeftThreugh 0 ¢ 0 o
2 -+ Through 651 1 388 0 851 380 120 791 1 479 0 791 1 434 o 79 1 481
i “¥ Through-Right 1 1 1 1
e Right 125 o 125 & 129 129 37 186 90 168 4 176 G 170 o 170 0 170
) Left-ThroughRight ) ) 6 )
1 eft-Right 0 ¢ i ¢
I ish 220 1 220 10 230 230 21 245 ki 243 10 258 k| 258 [ 258 1 259
€ | T Left-Vhrough D o 0 0
2 — Through 353 1 206 0 253 205 177 41 i 314 o 541 1 314 1} 541 1 314
@ A~ Through-Right 1 1 1 1
@ & Right 58 0 58 ¢ 58 58 26 85 o €5 o 886 0 B& o 5 0 85
= Left-Through-Right 0 [y 0 9
% LeRRight 6 0 0 b
Norih-South: 443 North-South: 452 North-South: 646 NorttwSouth: 562 Norih-South: 662
CRITICAL VOLUMES EgstiVest: 6§08 East-West: 620 East.West: 72 Egst-Wast: 738 Eagt-West, 739
sus: 1051 suM: 1074 SUM: 1373 Sum: 1401 s 1401
VOLUMEICAPAGITY (VA0 RATIO; D.738 0,757 0.964 0963 0.983
V/C LESS ATSACIATCS ADJUSTMENT; 05658 0.687 0.864 {1.883 03883
LEVEL OF SERVICE [LOS): B B D D D
PROJECT IMPACT
Change I w/c due to project: 0019 Av/c after mitigation:  0.019
Significant impacted? NO Fully mitigated? NiA

HU206-2.37 AM Weekday &M Peak -12.30.2015
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NEAL K. LIDDICOAT, P.E.

Traffic Engineering Manager

Mr. Liddicoat has 38 years of experience in the 2nalysis of a broad range of traffic
engincening, parking, and transportation planning issues, for both public and private seclor
ctients. He has conducted traffic and parking analyses for a wide variety of development
proposals, including office buildings, retailicommercial centers, multiplex cinemas, and
residential projects. He has a particular expertise in the analysis of unique development
proposals, including stadiums, arenas, convention centers, theme parks, and other facilitics
where large numbers of vehicles and pedestrians converge in a short peried of time.

Mr. Liddicoat has developed and presented seminars on technical procedures and quality
control in the conduct of waffic impact analyses, both in-house and as a co-insuuctor for the
UCLA Extension Public Policy Program. For several years, he served as instructor for the
traffic engineering portion of the Civil Engineering licensing exam review course conducted
by the Sacramento chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers.

Mr. Liddicoat manages the firm's walfic engineering services practice. He is frequently
called upon to serve as an expert “peer reviewer” for traffic impact analyses prepared by
athers. In that role, he has commented on the technical adequacy of traffic studies for a
variety of projects, including retail centers, office complexes, and mixed-use master plans.
His recent expenience as a peer reviewer includes the following projects:

« Villape at Squaw Yailey, Placer Cotny, CA « Canyan Springs Residential, Truckee, CA
* (Hl Exploroton Zoning Ordinance Asnendment, » Saddle Crest Homes, Orange County, €A
Kesuw County, CA s Higipway 437198 Relail Ctr., Hanford, CA
 Stase Ruute 83 Express Lanes, Santa Clara Co,, CA * Invindale Materiels Recovery Facility & Transfer
s Vacaville General Plan, Vucaville, CA Station, Irwindale, €A

Other recent traffic impact analysis experience:

STAPLES Center Traffic Impact Analysis — Los Angeles, CA - Responsible for the
completion of detailed traffic and parking analyses for the STAPLES Center arena in
downtown Los Angeles, In addition 1o the 20,000 seats and 25¢ luxury suites contained in
the arena, the analysis evaluated up to 100,000 square feet of retail, restaurant, and
entertainment facilities. The analyses focused on the impacts of a sold-out event during the
key hours before and after the event. In addition, the analyses were performed both with and
without a major concurrent event at the adjacent Los Angeles Convention Center.

Sacramento City College Transportation Master Plan Analysis, Sacramento, CA - Project
Manager for the traffic and parking analysis evaluating a proposed master plan aimed at
adding 1,260 parking spaces 10 the Sacramento City College campus, as well as various
other improvements 10 the campus transportation system.

Raley Field Traffic and Parking Analysis, West Sacrainento, CA - Project Manager for
waffic and parking analyses for Raley Field, a 14.000-seat baseball stadium in West
Sacramento. The analysis addressed pre-event and post-¢vent conditions for basebali games
as well as other events (such as concerts) that might have attendance as high as 17,00 An
extensive sel of mitigation measures was developed, inclading a variety of operational
strategies 1o minimize impacts and optimize event-retaled waffic flows.

Additianal Projects Inclnde:

o Conventioni Center Traffic & Purking Studies, « Eik Grove Boulevard Muster Plan, Etk Grave
Sacramento, Los Angeler, and Anclicim + CSU'S Bicyele/Pedestrinn Study, Sacramento

s Disuey Californio Adventure”™ Preliminary + SR 99/Twin Citiex Rund Traffic Operations, Galf
Traffic Analysis, Anaheim » Thuuder Valley Casine, Placer Caunty, CA




SWA P E Technica! Consultation, Data Analysis and
) Litigation Suppor for the Environment

2656 29" Street, Suite 201
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Matt Hagemann, P.G, T Hg.
{049} 887-0013
mhagemann@®@swape.com

February 24, 2017

Gideon Kracov

Attorney at Law

801 S. Grand Ave., i1th FlL
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Subject: Comments on the Violet Street Developmant Project

Bear Mr, Kracowv:

We have reviewed the September 2016 Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration {iS/MND) and
associated appendices for the Violet Street Development Project ("Froject”), located in the City of Los
Angeles, The Project proposes to demolish an existing 6,614 square-foot industrial warehouse and metal
scrap yard currently on-site, and construct 80,773 square feet of office space and 6,163 square feet of
ground-floor retail space, resulting in a floor area ratio (FAR} of 3 to 1, in a maximum 9-story building
approximately 107’-6” above grade. A minimum of approximately 200 parking spaces would be provided
in the leveis one through five. Vehicular access to the parking structure wili be provided via ane ingress
driveway along Violet Street and two ingress/egress driveways on the alleyway. The proposed Project’s
vehicle parking and bieycle parking would satisfy the minimum LAMC requirements for the proposed

office and commercial land uses.

Our review concludes that the 15/MND fails to adequately evaluate the Project’s Hazards and Hazardous
Waste and Greenhouse Gas (GHG} impacts and as a result, the significance determinations made for the
proposed Project are incorrect and uneefiable. In particutar, our analysis, as described below,
demaonstrates that when the Project’s GHG emissions are estimated correctly, the Project would have a
potentially significant GHG impact. Therefere, a Project-specific Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
should be prepared to adequately assess and mitigate the potential hazards and greenhouse gas
Impacts that the Project may have on the surrounding environment,

Hazards and Hazardous Waste
The Phase { and the two Phase lis document that the Project site, a former metals recycling facility, has

been contaminated by high concentrations of metals, petroleum hydrocarbons and PCBs. However,
mitigation (HAZ-1] includes only the development of a soil remediation plan “prior to building




construetion.” This s deferred mitigation and does not allow for public review of the remediation plan
to ensure that Project development is safe for construction workers and future accupants.

An August 2015 Phase If Environmental Site Assessment® documented high levels of contaminants in
shallow soils beneath the Project site.

s Tots] petroleum hydrocarbon as diesel (TPH-d) was detected in 10 borings with a maximum
concentration of 9,180 milligrams per kilogram {mg/kg} in B6 at six feet in depth. The Reglonal
Water Quality Control Board Environmental Screening Leve] {ESL) for TPH-d for construction
waorker exposure is 880 mg/kg, 1,100 mg/kg for commercial/industrial exposure, and 230 mg/kg
for residential exposure.?

=+  PCBs were detected in boring 86 between two and siX feet in depth. A maximum PCB
concentration of 11.3 mg/ke was detected in boring B8 and 5 feet in depth. PCB ESLs are 0.25
mg/kg, 1.0 mg/kg and 5.6 mg/kg for residential, commerdal/industrial and construction worker
exposure respectively. '

¢ Lead was detected to 441 mg/kg in B& at 2" balow ground surface. The lead ESLs are 80 mg/kg,
320 mg/kg for residential and commercial/industrial exposure respectively,

+  Copper was detected in soll sample B2 at two feet In depth at 4,510 mg/kg. The copper
residential ESL is 3,100 mg/kg.?

Mitigation to address these contaminants is inadequate. Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 only cafls for a soil
remediation plan shall be developed and implemeanted to excavate and remove impacted soils priorte
building construction. HAZ-1 does not identify what criteria will be used to identify “impacted” soils and
to what standard soil cleanup will achieve {i.e. health based regulatory residential soll cleanup
thresholds fike ESts or California Human Health Screening Levels).*

No plans for regulatory cversight are documented in the |5/MND. Given the high levals of
contamination, and to ensure a cleanup that is conducted in a manner safe far construction personnel
and future occupants, regulatory oversight of the cleanup is necessary. The Project developer should
engage the DTSC through voluntary cleanup agreement to ensure the adeguacy of the assessment of
site contaminants and of the ultimate cleanup.

! Limited Phase H Site Assessment Report, Metals Recycling Facility, 2130 Violet Street, August 20, 2015, Cardno
ATC.

*http: Mlwww . waterboards. ca gov/sanfranciscobay/water issues/orograms/ESL/ESI%20Workbook ESLs Interim%
20Final 22Febl6 Revd PDE.pdi p. 10

® A portion of the sita has not been sampled for hazardous materials. Phase H consultant Cardno was only able to
test “limited areas” of the site as partions of the site were covered by metal debris that made soil sampling
inaccessibie.” Limited Phase 1t Site Assessment Report, Metals Recycling Facility, 2130 Vielet Sireet, August 20,
2015, Cardno ATC, pp. 2-3, Figure 2.

* hilps://oehha. ca.gov/risk-assessment/calfor nia-human-health-screening-fevels-chhsls
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Greenhouse Gas

Failure to Evaluate All Scurces of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The IS/MND concludes that the proposed Project’s greenhouse gas (GHG) impact would be less than
significant {p. 1i-34}. However, our analysis, as described below, demonstrates that when the Project’s
total GHG ersissions are compared to thresholds, the Project would have a potentially significant GHS
impact. As a result, we find the IS/MND's GHG analysis to be flawed and should rot be relied upon to

determine Project significance.

The IS/MND relies upon & project-level efficiency threshold to determine Project significance,
Specifically, the IS/MND relies upon the South Coast Air Guality Management District’s (SCAQMD]) draft
tiered GHG significance threshold of 3,000 metric tons of CO,e per year (MT CO,e/yr] to determine the
significance of the Project’s GHG emissions {p. H]-32). Using the California Emissions Estimator Model
Version CalEEMod.2013.2.2 ("CalEEMod")’ to estimate emissions generated during Project construction
and operation, the I5/MND determines that the “proposed Project would result in 2 net increase of
2,177.93 MT CO,e/yr as compared to existing conditions” {p. l1l-34), Thus, the analysis concludes,
because "the Project’s net GHG emissions would be fess than the SCAQMD’s draft threshaold for
commercial/residential projects”, the Project’s emissions are less than significant {Table 111-8 Notes, p.

fil-35).

However, relying on the proposed Project’s nef GHG emissions, rather than the Project’s tota/ GHG
emissions, is incorrect and inconsistent with recent guidance set forth by the Office of Planning and
Research (OPR). In the Final Statement of Reasons for the GHG-specific Guidelines,” OPR concluded that
fead agencies cannot simply consider whether a project increases or decreases GHG emissions at the
project site, but must consider the effect that the project will have on the larger environment.
Accordingly, if a lead agency wants to use a net approach by subtracting existing on-site emissions from
the project emissions, it must support that decision with substantial evidence showing that those
existing emissions sources will be extinguished and not simply displaced.’

Review of the Project’s GHG analysis, however, demonstrates that zl} existing GHG emissions sources on
the Project site from the industrial warehouse and scrap metai yard were subtracted from the Project’s
estimated total GHG emissions,® without substantial evidence showing that all of thase existing GHG
emissions sources on the Project site would be extinguished by the proposed Project, and not simply

® CalEEMad website, gvalloble at: hitg://www.caleemod com/
® rinal Statement of Reasons, pp. 83-84, avaifoble at,

btip:/resources.ca soviceqga/docs/Final Statement of Reasons.pdf

" See CEQA Guidefines, & 15064.4, subd. (a) {"The determination of the significance of greenhouse gas emissions
calls for a careful judgment by the lead agency consistent with the provisions in secticn 15064. A lead agency !
should make a good-faith effort, based on available information, to describe, calculate or estimate the amount of :
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a project.”}

¥ The IS/MND indicates the existing warehouse and metal scrap yard are currently in operation. The IS/MND's GHG i
analysis quantifies the Project site’s existing GHG emissions using CalEEMod and determines that the existing :
operations generate approximately 380.70 CO2e MTY (p. 111-33). Additionally, Table 11-20 of the IS/MAD

demonstrates that a total of 33 peaple are currently employed at the Project site as a result of the “existing on-site

operations”(p. H1-97).



http://www.caleemod.com/

move elsewhere teading to increased totaf cumulative GHG emissions over the applicable GHG
thresholds. As a result, the Project’s GHG impact is underestimated and inadequately addressed.

The GHG emissions generated by the Project site’s existing land uses should have been considered when
assessing the Project’s GHG impact, since the IS/MND fails to provide substantial evidence showing that
the existing GHG sources will be extinguished as a result of the proposed Project, and not simply
displaced. Table 11I-8 of the IS/MND estimates the Project’s GHG emissions as a result of construction
and operation {p. 111-35). As you can see in the table below, the Project’s total GHG emissions
{construction and operation) are approximately 3,072.58 MT CO,e/yr, which is above the significance
threshold of 3,000 MT COze/yr set forth by the SCAGMD (see table below) {p. 11-35},

Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Emission Source Proposed Project {MT CO,e/year)
Mobile [Motor Vehicles} 1,382.40
Energy — Electricity 1,308.85
Energy - Natural Gas 105.52
Area <001
Water 219.61
Waste 43.10
Construction Emissions (Amortized) 13.10
Project Total 3,072.58
Significance Threshoid 3,000
Exceed? Yes

As you can see in the table above, when we compare the Project’s unmitigated emissions of 3,072.58
MT COye/fyr, which is provided in Table {ll-8 of the I5/MND, to the SCAQGMD recommended threshold of
3,000 MT CO.e/yr, we find that the Project’s emissions would exceed this threshold, contrary to what is
stated in the 15/MND, Dur analysis and the OPR GHG-specific Guidelines demonstrate that it is
inadequate to simply evaluate only new net sources of GHG emissions from the proposed Froject and
omit an analysis of all existing sources of GHG emissions from the Project site unless substantial
evidence shows that those existing emissions sources will be extinguished and not simply displaced ;
elsewhere. Until an updated GHG analysis is prepared in a Project-specific £IR that adeguately evaluates

the Project's total GHG emissions from all sources, the IS/MND should not be relied upon to determine

Project significance,

LTS TRUIR—



According to the SCAQMD, if the Project’s emissions exceed the 3,000 MT CO,e/yr screening-level
thresheld, a more detailed review of the Project’s GHG emissions is warranted.” SCAQMD proposed per
capita efficiency targets to conduct the detailed review. SCAQMD proposed a 2020 efficiency target of
4.8 MTCO,e per year per service population (MT CO.e/spfyr} for project-level analyses and 6.6 MT
COze/spfyr for plan level projects {e.g., program-level projects such as general plans). Those per capita
efficiency targets are based on the AB 32 GHG reduction target and the 2020 GHG emissions inventory
prepared for ARB's 2008 Scoping Plan. SCAQMD also created a 2035 efficiency thresholds by reducing
the 2020 thresholds by 40 percent, resulting in an efficiency threshold for plans of 4.1 MT COze/sp/yr
and an efficiency threshold at the project level of 3.0 MT CO,e/sp/yr.*® Therefore, per SCAQMD
guidance, because the Project’s GHG emissions exceed the SCAQMD's 3,000 MT COze/yr screening-levet
threshoid, the Project’s emissions should be compared to the proposed 2020 efficiency target of 4.8 MT
COzefspfyr and the 2035 efficiency target of 3.0 MT COye/sp/fyr, as the Project is not anticipated to be

redeveloped prior to 2035.

According to the Californds Air Pollution Control Officers Association’s (CAPCOA) CEQA & Climate Change
report, service population is defined as “the sum of the number of residents and the number of jobs
supported by the project”.'* Therefore, consistent with the IS/MND, we estimated a service population
of approximately 414 jobs or employees {Table UI-20, p. HI-97). Dividing the Project’s GHG emissions by
a service population value of 414 employees, we find that the Project would emit 7.4 MTCD,e/sp/fyr.
When we eompare the Project’s per capita GHG emissions to the SCAQMD 2020 efficiency threshold of
4.8 MT COze/spfyr and the 2035 efficiency target of 3.0 MT CO.e/sp/yr, we find that the Project would
resuft in a significant GHG impact {see table below).

Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Source Emissions Unit
Total Annual Emissions 3,073 MTCO,e/year
Maximum Service Popualation 414 Employees
Per Capita Annual Emissions 7.4 MTCOefsp/year
2020 SCAQMD Project Level Efficiency Threshold 4.8 MTCOe/sp/year
Exceed? Yes -
Per Capita Annual Emissions 7.4 MTCO,e/spfyear
2035 SCAQMD Project Level Efficiency Threshold 3.0 MTCO,efsp/year
Exceed? Yes -

As you can see in the table above, the Project’s total GHG per capita emissions of 7.4 MT COye/sp/fyr
greatly exceed the SCAQMD 2020 efficiency threshold of 4.8 MT CO,e/sp/yr and the 2035 efficiency

* seAQMD, TEQA Significance Thresholds, ovailable of: http//www aamd. gov/docs/defauit-
source/cegashandbeok/greenhouse-gases-lghg)-cega-significance-thresholds/gheboardsynopsis. pdf tsfvrsn=2

® Working Group Meeting 15 Minutes, available ot: http./fveww.aamd govidocs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-ighig)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/vear-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-
15/ghg-mesting-15-minutes. pdi?sfursn=y

it wEQA & Climate Change.” & Climate Change.” CAPCOA, January 2008, available at: http://www.capcos.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/CAPCOA-White-Paper.pdf, p. 71-72.
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target of 3.0 MT CO.e/sp/fyr, thus resulting in a potentially significant impact. Based on the results of this
analysis, a Project-specific EIR must be prepared for the Project, and additional mitigation should be
implemented where necessary, per CEQA Guidelines,

Failure te Adequately Evaluate the Project’s Cumulative GHG Impact

The IS/MND concludes that the proposed Project would not make a cumuiatively considerable
contribution to GHG emissions, and therefore, the Project’s cumulative GHG impact would be less than
significant {p. 111-39]. The 1S/MND attempts to justify this significance determination by stating that
because “the Proposed Project’s generation of GHG emissions would represent a 19% reduction in GHG
emissions with GHG reduction measures in place as compared to the Project’s emissions in the absence
of all the GHG reducing measures and project design features,” the Project would result in a less than
significant cumulative imipact {p. IH-38), This conclusion, however, as well as the justification provided to
support this conclusion, are inadequate, as they do not actually evaluate or quantify the Project’s
cumulative impacts. As 3 result, we find the iéfMND to be incorrect and reguire that an updated analysis
be prepared in order to adequately evaluate the Project’s GHG impact.

According to the SCACGMD, a cumulative impact refers to "two or more individual effects which, when
cansidered together, are considerabte or which compound or increase other environmental im pacts”
While the 15/MND identifies a total of 36 related projects (Table il-5) within the affected Project area
that are or will become pperational {and thus wil produce pollutant emissions) around the same time as
the proposed Project, the 15/MND fails to actually evaluate the combined GHG emissions resulting from
operation of the propased Project and any of the 36 identified projects. Rather, to determine the
Project’s cumulative GHG impact, the [S/MND estimates the proposed Project’s operationat GHG
emissions in the absence of emissions reductions associated with regulatory compliance, mitigation
measures, and project design features, and compares these emissions to the Project’s GHG emissions
assuming implementation of the proposad GHG-reducing design features “in order {o illustrate the
effectiveness of the Project’s compliance with the LA, Green Building Code and othar mitigating
featuras that would be effective In reducing GHG emissions” {p. [1-34}. Using this method, the IS/MND
concludes that because compliance with applicable plans and code reguiremeants and impiementing
mitigation wilt reduce the Project’s GHMG emissions by 19%, “the proposed Project would not make a
cumutatively considerable contribution to GHG emissions and impacis weuld be less than significant” {p.

Hi-34, 111-39).

Simply because the I5/MND's Project-level analysis determines that implememation of project design
features and GHG reduction measures would reduce the Project’s GHG emissions by 19% does not mean

12 wpotential Controd Strategies to Address Curnulative impacts from Air Poliution White Paper- Appendices”, South Coast Air
Guality Management District, 2003, p. D-1, ovailable of: httpy//www.agmd.gov/docs/default-sourcef/Apendas/Enviranmental-
Justice/eumulative-impacts-working-groun/cumulative-impacts-white-paper-appendix. pdf ?sfursn=4
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that the Project will not have a cumulatively considerable contribution to GHG emissions.” According to
the Office of Planning and Research Technical Adviscry (GPR),

“The potential effects of a project may be individually limited but cumulatively considerable,
Lead agencies should not dismiss a proposed project’s direct and/or indirect ¢limate change
impacts without careful consideration, supported by substantial evidence. Documentation of
available information and analysis should be provided for any project that may significantly
contribute 1o new GHG emissions, either individually or cumutatively, directly or indirectly”.
Therefore, regardiess of how much the Froject’s GHG emissions are reduced by as a result of the GHG-
reduction measures proposed in the I5/MND, the cumulative GHG impact from the 36 identified
projects, in conjunction with the proposed Project, should have been evaluated in order to determine
the cumulative GHG impact that operation of the Project may have on the surrounding environment.

As stated above, the 1S/MND identified a total of 36 cumulative projects within the study area, which are
listed in Table 1-5 of the IS/MND (p. 1-28, 11-30). Of the 36 projects identified in the IS/MND, seven of
them are within a half mile of the Project (see excerpt below, area within red circle represents a 0.5-mile
radius from Project site).

B Gordon, Nicole Hoeksma and Al Herson. "Demystifying CEQA's Cumulative Impact Analysis Requirements: Guidance for
Defensible ER Evaluation.” Califorria Environmental Law Reparter, Volume 2011.8 {2011}- 37%-

389, http:/iwww sohagl.com/publications/GordonHarson DemystifyingCEQAsCumulativelmpactAnalysis. pdf

M *Technical Advisory on CEQA and Climate Change.” Office of Planning and Research Techrical Advisory, June
2008, ovailable at: https:/fwww.opr.ca.gov/does/iuned8-ceaa.pdf, p. 6.
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As you can see in the figure above, project numbers S, 11, 14, 17, 18, 24, and 36 {numbers correspond
to project numbers listed in Table -5 of the IS/MND) are all located within 0.5 mifes of the Project site.
Because these seven projects are within a half mile of the Project site, the emissions from these projects
shoule have been properly evaluated, and by failing to do so, the t5/MND is incomplete and unreliable.

Our simple analysis demonstrates that the IS/MND fails to adequately evaluate this potentially
significant cumulative impact prior to making a significance determination, and as a result, the Project’s
GHG impacts are not sufficiently addressed. A correct cumulative GHG assessment should be conducted
in a Project-specific EIR to properly assess the potential cumulative impacts that the combination of all
these projects poses 1o the surrounding communities.

Additional Feasible Mitigation Measures Available

CQur anatysis demonstrates that the Project’s GHG emissions may present a potentially significant
impact. In an effort to reduce the Project’s emissions, we identified several additional mitigation
measures that are applicable to the Project. Additional mitigation measures that could be implemented
to reduce operational GHG emissions include, but are not limited to, the following: '*



http://ae.ca.gov/alobalwarmine/pdf/GW_mitigation_measures_pdf

¢ Use passive solar design, such as: ***

o Orient buiidings and incorporate landscaping to maximize passive solar; heating during
coo! seasons, and minimize solar heat gain during hot seasons; and
o Enhance naturai ventilation by taking advantage of prevailing winds.,
* Reduce unnecessary outdoor fighting by utilizing design features such as Emiting the hours of
operation of outdoor lighting.
s Develop and follow a “green streets guide” that reguires:
o Use of minimal amounts of concrete and asphalt;
o Installation of permeable pavernent to allow for storm water infiltration; and
o Use of groundcovers rather than pavement to reduce heat reflection.™®
* Implement Project design features such as:
o Shade HVAC equipment from direct suniight;
o Install high-albedo white thermoplastic polyolefin roof membrane;
o Install high-efficiency HVAC with hot-gas reheat;
o Install formaldehyde-free insutation; and
o Use recycled-content gypsum board.
»  Provide education on energy efficiency to residents, customers, and/or tenants. Provide
information on energy management services for large energy users.
*+  Meet “reach” goals for building energy efficiency and renewable energy use,
s Require all buildings to become “LEED” certified.
* Limit the use of outdoor lighting to only that needed for safety and security purposes,
»  Reguire use of electric or alternatively fueled sweepers with HEPA filters.
¢« |nclude energy storage where apprapriate te optimize renewable energy generation systems

and avoid peak energy use.
+ Plant low-VOC emitting shade trees, e.g., in parking lots to reduce evaporative emissions from

parked vehicles.

+ Use CARB-certified or electric fandscaping equipment in project and tenant operations; and
introduce electric fawn, and garden equipment exchange program.

e Install an infiltration basin to provide an opportunity for 100% of the storm water to infiltrate

on-site.

in addition to the measures discussed above, the SCAGMD has previously recommended additional
mitigation measures for operational NO, emissions that result primarily from truck activity emissions,
which would also reduce the Project’s operational GHG emissions. Since the Project proposes some
commercial land uses, such as retail, these measures would apply and should be considered. Measures

*® santa Barbara Air Poliution Control District, Scope and Content of Air Quality Sections in Envirenmental

Dacuments, September 1997,
¥ Rutte County Alr Quality Management District, Indirect Source Review Guidelines, March 1997,

'8 gee irvine Sustainable Travelways “Green Street” Guidelines;
www. clirvine ca us/civicaffilebank/blobdload zsp?BlobiD=8934; and Cool Houston Plan;

wuwiw.harc.edu/Projects/CoolHouston.
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recommended for the Waterman Logistic Center that are afso applicable for this Project’s commaercial

uses include:**

«  Provide electric vehicle charging stations that are accessible for trucks. The IS/MND already

proposes to set aside 10 percent of the vehicle parking spaces {approximately 20 vehicle parking

spaces) for Low Emitting, Fuel Efficient and Carpool/Van Pool Vehicles (LEV and EV) (p. 1H-36).
We propose that these measures be extended to include charging stations accessible to all
heavy-duty trucks.

s Provide electrical hookups at the onsite loading docks and at the truck stops for truckers to plug

in any onboeard auxiliary equipment.

+  Provide minimum buffer zone of 300 meters (approximately 1,000 feet} between truck traffic
and sensitive recepiors,

s Limit the dally number of trucks allowed at the facility.

»  Design the site such that any check-in point for trucks is well inside the facility to ensure that
there are no trucks queuing outside of the facility.

e On-site equipment should be aiternative fuefed.

s |mprove traffic flow by signal synchronization.

s Have truck routes clearly marked with trailblazer signs, so that trucks will not enter residential
areas.

+ Should the proposed Project generate significant emissions, the Lead Agency shouid require
mitigation that requires accelerated phase-in for non-diesel powered trucks. For example,
natural gas trucks, including Class 8 HHD trucks, are commercially available today. Natural gas
trucks can provide a substantial reduction in emissions, and may be more financially feasible
today due to reduced fuel costs compared to diesel. In the Finat CEQA document, the Lead

Agency should require a phase-in schedule for these cleaner operating trucks to reduce project

impacts.

Furthermore, the Kimball Business Park Project Final Environmental impact Report includes various
feasible mitigation measures that would reduce on-site area emissicns that are applicable to the
proposed Project’s commercial and retai land uses, and include, but are not limited to: 0

» Increase in insulation such that heat transfer and thermal bridging is minimized.

» Limit air leakage through the structure and/or within the heating and cooling distribution
system.

» Use of energy-efficient space heating and cooling equipment.

» Installation of efectrical hook-ups at loading deck areas.

+ Instailation of dual-paned or other energy efficient windows.

« installation of automatic devices to turn off lights where they are not needed.

® SCAQMD Comment Letter in Response to MND for the Waterman Logistic Center, fanvary 2018, available ut:
hitp:/fwww.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/cega/comment-letters/2015 /lanuary/mndwaterman.pdf

2 Mitigation Menitaring Plan for the Kimball Business Park Project Final Enwircnmental Impact Report, luly 2016,
available at: htip:/ /www citvofchine. prg/home/showdorument Pid=13244

10

N O


http://www._aomd.gov/docs/default-sQurce/ceq5/comment-ietters/2Q15/januarv/mndwaterman.pdf
http://www.citvofchirvo%3corg/home/showdocument?id-13244

s Application of a paint and surface color palette that emphasizes light and off-white colors that
refiect heat away from buildings.

fFinally, additional, feasible mitigation measures can be found in CAPCOA’s Quantifying Greenhouse Gas
Mitigation Measures, which attempt to reduce GHG levels.” GHG emissions are produced during fuel
combustion, and are emitted by on-road vehicles and by off-road eguipment. Therefore, to reduce the
Project’'s mobie-source GHG emissions, consideration of the following measures should be made.

+ Neighborhood/Site Enhancerents
o Providing a pedestrian access network to link areas of the Project site encourages
people 1o walk instead of drive. This mode shift results in people driving less and thus a
reduction in YMT. The project should provide a pedastrian access network that
internally links all uses and connects to alt existing or planned external streets and
pedestrian facilities contiguous with the project site. The project should minimize
barriers to pedestrian access and interconnectivity. Physical barriers such as walls,
tandscaping, and slopes that impede pedestrian circulation should be eliminated.
s Incorporate Bike Lane Street Design {On-Site)
¢ Incorporating bicycle lanes, routes, and shared-use paths into street systems, new
subdivisions, and large developments can reduce VMTs. These improvements can help
reduce peak-hour vehicle trips by making commuting by bike easler and more
convenient for more people. n addition, improved bicycle facilities can increase access
to and from transit hubs, thereby expanding the “catchment area” of the transit stop or
station and increasing ridership. Bicycle access can also reduce parking pressiire on
heavily-used and/or heavily-subsidized feeder bus lines and auto-oriented park-and-ride
facilities.
* limit Parking Supply
o This mitigation measure will change parking requirements and types of supply within
the Project site to encourage “smart growth” development and alternative
transportation choices by project residents and employees. This can be accomplished in
a multi-faceted strategy:
*  Elimination (or reduction} of minimum parking requirements
»  Creation of maximum parking requirements
*  Provision of shared parking
s Unbunadte Parking Costs from Property Cost
o Unbundiing separates parking from property costs, requiring those who wish to
purchase parking spaces to do so at an additional cost from the property cost. This
remeoves the burden from those who do not wish to utilize a parking space. Parking
should be priced separately frem home rents/purchase prices or office leases.
« Implement Commute Trip Reduction Frogram- Voluntary or Required

2 hitp:/ fwwiw.capcoa.ors fwp-content/unioads/2010/11/CAPCOA-Quantification-Report -9-14-Finalpdf
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»

o Implementation of a Commute Trip Reduction {CTR} program with employers will
discourage single-sccupancy vehicle trips and encourage alternative modes of
transportation such as carpooling, taking transit, walking, and biking. The main
difference between a voluntary and a required program is:

= WMonitoring and reporting is not required
»  No established performance standards (i.e. no trip reduction requirements)

o The CTR program should provide employess with assistance in using alternative modes
of travel, and provide both “carrots” and “sticks” te encourage employees. The CTR
program should Include alt of the following to apply the effectiveness reported by the
literatura:

*»  Carpooling encauragement

* Ride-matching assistance

= preferential carpoaol parking

»  Flexible work schedules for carpools

*  Half time transportation coordinator

= ‘Vanpool assistance

= Bicycle end-trip facilities (parking, showers and lockers)
Provide Ride-Sharing Programs

o [ncreasing the vehicle occupancy by ride sharing will result in fewer cars driving the
same trip, and thus a decrease in VMT, The project should include a ride-sharing
program as well as a permanent transportation management association membership
and funding requirement. The project can promote ride-sharing programs through a
multi-faceted approach such as:

»  Designating a certain percentage of parking spaces for ride sharing vehicles
*  Designating adequate passenger loading and unloading and waiting areas for
ricle-sharing vehicles
*  providing a web site or message board for coordinating rides
implement Subsidized or Discounted Transit Program

o This project can provide subsidized/discounted daily or menthly public transit passes to
incentivize the use of public transport. The project may also provide free transfers
between all shutties and transit ta participants. These passes can be partially or wholly
subsidized by the employer, school, or development. Many entities use revenue from
parking to offset the cost of such a project.

Provide End of Trip Facilities

o Non-residential projects can provide "end-of-trip” facilities for bicyele riders including
showers, secure bicycle tockers, and changing spaces, End-of-trip facilities encourage
the use of bicycling as a viable form of travel to destinations, especially to work. End-of-
trip facilities provide the added convenience and security needed to encourage bicyele
commuting.

Encourage Telecommuting and Alternative Work Schedules
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Encouraging telecommuting and alternative wark schedutes reduces the number of
commute trips and therefore VMT traveled by employees. Alternative work schedules
cousld take the form of staggered starting times, flexibie schedules, or compressed work

weeks.

s Implement Commute Trip Reduction Marketing
o The project can implement marketing strategies to reduce commute trips. Information

sharing and marketing are important components to successful commute trip reducton
strategies. Implementing commute trip reduction strategies without a complementary
marketing strategy wili result in lower YMT reductions. Marketing strategies may

include:
= New employee orientation of trip reduction and aiternative mode options

»  Event promotions
= Publications

« Implement Preferential Parking Permit Program
o The project can provide preferential parking in convenient locations {such as near public

transportation ar building front doors) in terms of free or reduced parking fees, priority
parking, or reserved parking for commuters who carpooi, vanpool, ride-share or use
alternatively fuejed vehicles. The project should provide wide parking spaces to

accommaodate vanpool vehicles.

« mplement Car-Sharing Program
¢ This project should implement a car-sharing project to aliow people to have on-demand

access to a shared fleet of vehicles on an as-needed basis. User costs are typically
determined through mileage or hourly rates, with deposits and/or annual membership
fees. The car-sharing program could be created through a local partnership or through
one of many existing car-share companies, Car-sharing programs may be grouped into
three general categories: residential- or citywide-based, employer-based, and transit
station-based, Transit station-based programs focus on providing the “last-mile”
sclution and link transit with commuters’ final destinations. Residential-based programs
work to substitute entire household based trips. Employer-based programs provide a
means for business/day trips for alternative mode commuters and provide a guaranteed

ride home option.

s FProvide Employer-Sponsored Vanpool/Shuttle
o This project can implement an employer-sponsored vanpool or shuttle. A vanpoo] will

usually service employees’ commute to work while a shuttle will service nearby transit

stations and surrounding commercial centers. Employer-sponsored vanpoal programs

entail an employer purchasing or leasing vans for employee use, and often subsidijzing
the cost of at feast program administration, if nof more. The driver usually receives

personal use of the van, often for a milgage fee. Scheduting is within the employer's

purview, and rider charges are normally set on the basis of vehicle and operating cost.

¢ Implement Bike-Sharing Program
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¢ This project can establish a bike-sharing program to reduce VMTs. Stations should he at
regular intervals throughout the project site.

s The I5/MND states that a Metro bike share location, located at tmperial & 7th,
already exists within the Project site (p. A-4). However, the Project Applicant
can increase the number of bike-share kiosks throughout the project area. For
example, Paris’ bike-share program places a station every few blocks
throughout the city {approximately 28 bike stations/square mile).

¢ Price Workplace Parking

o The project should implement workplace parking pricing at its employment centers. This
may include: explicitly charging for parking for its employees, implementing above
market rate pricing, validating parking only for invited guests, not providing employee
parking and transportation allowances, and educating employees about available
aklternatives.

o Though simitar to the Employee Parking “Cash-Out” strategy, this strategy focuses on
implementing market rate and above market rate pricing to provide a price signal for
employees to consider alternative modes for their work commute.

s Implement Employee Parking "Cash-Out”

o The project can require emplayers to offer employee parking “cash-eut.” The term
“cash-out” is used to describe the employer providing employees with a choice of
forgoing their current subsidized/free parking for a cash payment equivalent to the cost
of the parking space to the employer.

When combined together, these measures offer a cost-effective, feasible way to incorporate lower~
emitting design features into the proposed Project, which subsequently, reduces GHG emissions
released during Project construction and operation. A Project-specific EIR must be prepared to include
additional miigation measures, as well as include an updated GHG analysis to ensure that the necessary
mitigation measures are implemented to reduce operational GHG emissions to below thresholds. The
Project Applicant also needs to demonstrate commitment to the implementation of these measures
prior to Project approval, to ensure that the Project’s operational GHG emissions are reduced to the

maximum extent possible,

Sincerely,

'J}z?{ / EE Pt (e
Matt Hagemann, P.G., C.Hg. %
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lessie Jasger
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SWAPE| I it S
2503 Eastbluff Dt., Suite 206
Newport Beach, Califorrda 52660
Tel: (943) 887-9013

Fax; {949) 717-0069

Email: mhagemann@swaps. com
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Matthew F. Hagemann, P.G., C.Hg., Q5D, QSP
Geologic and Hydrogeologic Characterization

Industrial Stormwater Compliance
Investigation and Remediation Strategies
Litigation Support and Testifying Expert
CEQA Review

Bducation;
M.5. Degree, Geology, California State Urdversity Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA, 1984

B.A. Degree, Geology, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA, 1982,

Professional Certification

Catifornia Professional Geologist
California Certified Hydrogeologist
Qualified SSWFP Developer and Practitioner

Professional Experience:

Matt has 23 years of experience in environmental policy, assessment and remediation, He spent nine
yerts with the U.S. EPA in the RCRA and Superfund programs and served as EPA’s Senior Scence
Policy Advisor in the Western Regional Office where he Identified emerging threats to groundwater from
perchlorate and MTBE. While with EPA, Matt also served as a Senfor Hydrogeologist in the oversight of
the assessment of seven major military faciliities undergoing base closure. He led numerous enforcement
acHony under provisions of the Resource Conservation end Recovery Act (RCRA) while alse working
with permit holders to mprove hydrogeologic characterization and water quality monitoring,

Matt has worked dosely with 1.5, BPA legal counsel and fhe technical staff of several states in the
application and enforcement of RCRA, Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act regudations. Matt
has trained the technical staff in the States of California, Hawali, Nevada, Arizona and the Tezritory of
Guam in the conduct of investigations, groundwater fundamentals, and sampling techniques,

Positions Matt has held nclude:
+ Founding Pariner, Soil/Water/Air Protection Enterprise (SWAPE) {2003 - present);
o Geology Instructor, Golden West College, 2010 — present;
v Senior Envirormental Analyst, Komex H20 Science, Inc (2000 -- 2003);
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JESSIE MARIE JAEGER

SOIL WATER AIR PROTECTION ENTERPRISE

s % 2656 29th Street, Suite 201
Ly §Y e I;g::;ﬁ gg;gi‘}g‘:gg ;t:ﬂm:tmj Santa Monica, California 90405
s s Mohbile: [530) 867-6202

Office: {310} 452-5555
Fax: {310) 452-5550

Email: jessie@swapa.com
EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES B.S. CONSERVATION BIOLOGY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES JUNE 2014
PROJECT EXPERIENCE
SOIL WATER AIR PROTECTION ENTERPRISE SANTAMOGNICA, CA

AIR QUALITY SPECIALIST

SENIOR ANALYST: CEQA ANALYSIS & MODELING

Calculated roadway, stationary source, and cumuylative impacts for risk and hazard analyses at proposed land use projects.
Quantified criteria air pollutant and greenhouse gus emissions released during constructon and operational activities of
proposed land use projects using CalEEMod and EMFAC2011 emission factors.

Utliized AFERSCREEN, a scregning dispersion model, to determine the ambient air concentrations at sensitive receptor locations.
Organized presentations containing figures and tables comparing results of particulate matter analyses to CEQA thresholds,
Prepared reports that discuss results ofthe health risk analyses conductad for several land use redevelopment projects.

SENIOR ANALYST: GREENHOUSE GAS MODELING AND DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Quantified greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions of a "business as usual” scenario for proposed tand use projects using CalEEMod.
Determined compliance of proposed projects with AB 32 GHG reduction targets, with measures described in CARB’s Scoping Plan
for each Yand use sector, and with GHG significance thresholds recommended by various Air Quallty Managemernt Districts in

Caltfornia.
Produced tables and Bgures that compave the results of the GHG apalyses to applicable CEQA thresholds and reduction targets.

PROJECT MANAGER: OFF-GASSING OF FORMALDERYDE FROM FLOORING PRODUCTS

Determined the appropriate standard test methods to effectively measure formaldehyde emissions from flooring products,
Compiled and analyzed laberatory testing data, Produced tables, charts, and praphs to exhibit emission levels,

Compared finalized testing data to Proposition 65 No Significant Risk Level (NSRL) and to CARB's Phase 2 Standard.
Prepared a final analytical repert and erganized supporiing data for use as Expert testimony in environmental Htigation,
Participated in meetings with clients to discuss project strategy and identify solutions to achieve shortand long term goals.

PROJECT ANALYST: EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT GF CONTAMINANTS EMITTED BY INCINERATOR

Reviewed and organized sampling data, and determined the maximum levels of arsenic, dioxin, and lead in soil samples,
Determined cumulative and hourly particulate deposition of incinerator and modeled particle dispersion locations using GIS and
AERMQOD.

Conducted risk assessment using guidancs set forth by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (QEHHA).
Utilized LeadSpread8 to evaluate expasure, and the potential adverse health effects from exposurs, to lead in the environment,
Compared final results of assassment to the Environmental Protection Agency’s [EPA} Reglonal Screening Levels {RSLs).

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
« Retipient, Bruins Advantage Schotarship, University of California, Los Angeles SEPT 2010 - JUNE 2014
» Academic Honoree, Dean’s List, University of California, Los Angeles SEPT 2013 - JUNE 2014
s Academic Wellness Director, UCLA Undergraduate Students Associated Council SEPT 2013 - JUNE 2014

Student Groups Sapport Committee Member, UCLA Undergraduate Students Assaciated Council SEPT 2012 - JUNE 2012



COMMENT LETTER No. 2

GIDEON KRACOV

Actocney ar Law
BO1 Scouth Grand Avenue
11k Floor
105 Angeles, Califurnia 36017

gk@gideonpliv.ner

{213} 620.2071
www.gideonlaw.neg

Pax: {213) 623-7755

Via £-Mail and Hand Delivery
jojo.pewsawang@lacity.org
sharon.dickinson@lacity.org

February 28, 2017

Jolo Pewsawang, City Planning Department
Sharon Dickinson, City Clerk’s Office
Los Angeles City Planning and Land Use Management Committee

200 N. Main St., Room 350
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: 2136-2148 Fast Violet Street; CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR & ENV-2016-177-MND; Council File #
17-005

Dear Mr. Pewsawang and Ms. Dickinson: -

This Office respectfully writes on behalf of Unite HERE Local 11 and downtown Los Angeles
resident Antenic Mendoza (“Commentors”) with regard to the referenced Project in the City of Los
Angeles (“City") for the Violent Street Project (CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR, ENV-2016-177-MND}
(“Project”), proposed by Lowe Enterprises/Violet Street Investor (“Applicont”}. Our understanding is
that the Project will be heard by the Planning and Land Use Management (“PLUM”} Committee in the

upcoming weeks.
Commentors wiil scon submit more detailed comments, but for now write to express concerns

about the Project’s inadeguate Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study {"MND") in areas including 21
traffic, land use inconsistency, hazardous substances and greenhouse gas {“GHG") impacts. :

Local 11 represents more than 20,000 workers employed in hotels, restaurants, airports, sports
arenas, and convention centers throughout Southern California. Members of Local 11, including dozens
who five and work in the City of Los Angeles, Join together to fight for improved living standards and
working conditions. Local 11 s a stakeholder in this Project, and worker and labor organizations have a
long history of engaging In the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) process to secure safe
working conditions, reduce environmental impacts, and maximize community benefits. The courts have
held that “unions have standing to litigate environmental claims.” Bakersfield Citizens v. Bakersfield

(2004) 124 Cal.App.4th 1184, 1198,

A MND has been prepared for this new, 9-story high rise Project, not @ more comprehensive
Environmental Impact Report (“£/R”), pursuant to CEQA law, This means that the less deferential “fair 29
argument” standard applies. The “fair argument” standard creates a “low threshold” favoring |

1



http://www.gtdconla-vv.net
mailto:jojo.pewsawang@lacity.org
mailto:sharon.dickinson@lacity.org

COMMENT LETTER No. 2

environmental review through an EIR rather than through issuance of a negative declaration, aven if
ather substantial evidence supports the opposite conclusion. Mejio v. Los Angeles {2005) 130
Cal.App.ath 322; Pocket Protectors v. Sacromento (2005} 124 Cal.App.4th 903. An agency's decision not
to require an EIR can be upheld only when there is no credible evidence to the contrary. Sierrg Gub v.
County of Sonoma (1992) 6 Cal. App.4th, 1307, 1318.

This Project is discretionary, not by right. Applicant seeks discretionary approvals under the
City's Municipal Code Including a Vesting Zone Change, Height District Change to 3.5:1 Floor Area Ratie
(“FAR") instead of the permitted 1.5:1 FAR and Site Plan Review. As such, PLUM must make express
findings under the Municipal Code and Central City North Community Plan (“Community Plan”). Of
particular cancern is that this Project seeks to re-zone the City’s precious M3-zoned industrial land, The
Project therefora conflicts with the City's General Plan Framework Goal 3] of “[iIndustrial growth” and
policy 3,14.6 that industrial-zoned fand must not be reduced to “adversely impact the City’s ability to
accommodate sufficient industrial uses” (see General Plan Framewaork, Chapter 3).' The Project also
conflicts with the Community Plan Goal 3 of providing “sufficient (and for a variety of Industrial uses”
and Objectives 3-1 and 3-3 of "providing for existing and future industrial uses” and to "retain industrial
plan designations” {see Community Plan, pp. llt—8—§!).2

In sum, the City Councll and PLUM have clear legal outhority to disprove the Profect if these
required land use findings cannot be made. Kavanau v. Santa Monica Rent Control (1997) 16 Cal.4™ 761.
Commentors have sericus concerns, that we will explain In more detail in a forthcoming letter, that this
Project’s MND is flawed and that the Project cannot satisfy the City's required land use findings and
General and Community Pan goals and policies.

Thank you for consideration of these comments. We ask that they be placed in the
Administrative Record for the Project,

Snri!e ey,
%id n Kracov
{awyer for Uni

&

HERE Local 11 and Antonio Mendoza

P Available at hitp:/planning. lacity.ore/ewd/framwl/chapters/03/03209. him.
 Available at https://plaming lacitv.org/complan/pd feencptxt. pdf,
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COMMENT LETTER No. 3

Aprl 13,2017

Vig E-Meail and US Mail

jojo.pewsawang@lacity.org
sharon.dickinson@lacity .org

JoJo Pewsawang, City Planning Department

Sharon Dickinson, City Clerk's Office

Los Angeles City Planning and Land Use Management Committee
200 N. Main 5t., Room 350

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: 2i36-2148 E. Vel Streei: CPC-2016-1706-VZC-HD-SPR & ENV-20)6-J77-MINTY
Ceaiicdl File 301 70005

Dear Mr. Pewsawang and Ms. Dickinson:

These comments are submitled by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) in
connection with the proposed project located at 2136-2148 Violet Street, Los Angeles.

CEQA review for this project should be by way of a full EIR, not a mitigated negative
declaration. There is, at minimum, a fair argument that traffic and GHG impacts will be
significant withinin the meaning of CEQA and so subject to full analysis. Failure o take this
step risks invalidation of the project approvals and the need to start over with environmental
fEVICew,

As in many urban infill projects, the main environmental impacts will be additional raffic and
GHG emissions. Although traffic per se is outside of CEQA, the air emissions associated with
traffic are not, and those emissions cannot be forecast accurately if the traffic and associated
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) projections are inaccurate.

Here. there is a substantial question whether PM peak hour traffic in the vicinity of the proposed
project have been accurately modeled and whether the projected VMT has been calculated
correctly. The expert report submitted by Local 11 substantintes this and should not be ignored
by your office.

With respect to GHG impacts, it is not enough to compare projected emissions with SCAQMD
thresholds in light of recent caselaw, including the Newhall Ranch case. Center for Biological
Diversity v. California Departinent of Fish and Wildlife. 62 Cal4™ 204 (2015). Instead. the
analysis should include discussion of whether the proposed project 1s consistent with state GHG
reduction policies including AB32, the California Air Resources Board scoping plan and

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL
{314 2D STREET  SANTA MONIGA, CA . 20401 . T 3I8.434.2380  F 319.434.2399  NADC.LRG

|
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Executive Orders from the Governor. In the circumstances of this case, it is not appropriate to

conduct those analyses in the context of a mitigated negative declaration. 3.2

cont.

Thank you for your attention to this letter.

Yours truly,

— o b O
u@\aﬁ“u

David Pettit
Senior Attorney
Natural Resources Defense Council

Ce: Clare Eberle

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL

{374 2N0 STREET © SANTA MOMICA, CA 3030 T 310.424.2308 F 318.434.2333 NADG.ORS



COMMENT LETTER No. 4
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Deanna Meyer, Executive Director
PO Box 497
Sedalia, Coloradoe 80135

To Whom it May Concern,

 am writing this letter to share with you our experiences with Lowe Enterprises on a
development they are currently in the process of executing in Douglas County, Colorado. The
iand that they are developing is one of the last wildiife corridors in our area, and is home {0
many different wildlife species. The proposed development encompasses 1,584 acres and was
home to one of the last large prairie dog colonies in Douglas County. Prairie dogs are a
keystone species and they are necessary for the existence of at least 180 other species of
wildlife providing food, shelter and habitat for various threatened and endangered species.

Our organization contacted Lowe Enterprises and worked specifically with the project manager,
John Waggoner, and voiced our concemn for the prairie dog colony and requested that he work
with us to safely and viably relocate this colony prior to commencing with any work on the site.
We also requested that he not poison this colony and that we alf work together to find a non
lethal sclution. Waggoner expressed to us that he would do this, and that he would like to meet
with us and discuss possibilities in the fall. Approximately 4 weeks later, on July 18th, 2015,
without any notification, he hired an exiermination company to kil the entire 1500 acre prairie
dog colony with phosphine gas, which also kills many non-targeted species when prairie dogs
escape and die above ground and puts humans that five in close proximity at risk as well,

Many residents and concerned citizens throughout Colorado were extremely upset at these
aclions. Not only was Lowe Enterprises developing a cherished and beautiful wildiife corridor,
but they fied to locals about their desire to save this wildlife community that lived there. There
was absolutely no reason for them to take the actfions they did in such 3 disrespectful and

dishonast way.

Based on our experiences, | encourage you 1o ensure Lowe Enlerprises is required o do a full
environmental impact report at 2130 Vielet St rather than the more limited environmental review
they are seeking.

Please note the attached photos of the poisoned jand and dead prairie dogs on the site swface,

Thank you for your consideration,

Deanna Meyer

Executive Director

Prairie Protection Colorado
720-722-1691

4.1



Attachment B,

The Mobility Group, Response to correspondence from Gideon Kracov regarding the
Traffic Study for the 2130 Violet Project, and the review letter submitted by Neal
Liddicoat, April 18, 2017.



The Mobility Group

Transportation Strategies & Solutions

April 18, 2017

Jojo Pewsawang
Department of City Planning
City of Los Angeles

200 North Nain Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Mr. Pewsawang

This letter responds to information in the March 7, 2017 correspondence from Gideon
Kracov regarding the Traffic Study for the 2130 Violet Project, and the review letter

submitted by Neal Liddicoat.

On page 1 of his letter, the reviewer asserts . . . apparent discrepancies with regard to
assignment of project traffic to the study intersections. . . particularly in the PM peak houy .
... and there is likely a significant impact at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue/Seventh

Street that is not revealed in the IS/MND”.

The reviewer then provides a comparison of trips from the traffic study, to his estimated
trips according to the north-south-east-west distribution percentages provided in the traffic

study.

The reviewer has however applied an incorrect understanding and a misinterpretation of the
trip distribution information provided in the Traffic Study. The trip distribution percentages
in the report for north, south, east and west, are for the cardinal directions in the broader
geographic area surrounding the project. They do not apply to the immediate vicinity of the
Project, and cannot be used as such. Traffic in the immediate vicinity of the Project may use
a route in a different direction to reach an ultimate route for the broader cardinal destination.
This is particularly the case with this Project due to its geographic location and proximity to
freeway ramps for the I-10 and US-10 and I-5 freeways which are located south and east of
the Project site and which all provide routes to the east, south, north, and west.

The reviewer's trip distribution comparison is therefore not accurate or valid, and the
resulting estimates of trips assignments by the reviewer are not meaningful,

18301 Von Karman
Suite 490

frvine, CA 926812
949.474-1541
349.474-1599 Fax



The Mobility Group

Transportation Sirategies & Solutions

The reviewer then asserts that that . . . the actual number of trips assigned to the study
intersections Is five fewer than the estimated volume of project-generated trips — one
inbound and four outbound . . and that given the assumed trip distribution percentages that
those four trips represent one trip in each of the four cardinal directions”.

In discussing the level of service at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue & 7" Street, the
reviewer than asserts that *' . . adding a single project-generated trip to any of the four
critical movements would create a significant impact . . and that it would be perfectly
reasonable to add one of the four missing project trips to the northbound left turn . . thus
causing a significant impact”’.

The reviewer’s assumption that one trip could be added in each cardinal direction is
unjustified, for the reasons cited above. The reviewer also fails to mention that adding a
single trip to any of the four pon-critical movements al (he intersection would not create a
significant impact. This is important as a total of 62% of the project added trips through this
intersection would in fact be added to non-critical movements. 'L'here is also no justification
for the reviewer’s assumption that one (or 25%) of the four trip could be assigned to the
northbound left turn movement, particularly when only 10% of total outbound trips were
assigned to that movement in the traffic study.

The reviewer’s assertions of a possible significant impact are therefore incorrect and
unfounded, as they are based on a misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the trip
distribution information in the report, and a speculative assumption of added trips that is
unsupported by factual information or the data in the traffic study.

The reviewer also usserts thal the actual number of project trips assigred to the study
intersections iy five fewer than the estimated volume of project-generated trips — one
inbound and four outhound,

After careful review, it has been determined that the reviewer is correct in this respect.
However the speculation that one trip could be allocated to each of the four cardinal
directions, and that one trip could be assigned to the northbound left turn movement at the
7™ & Santa Fe intersection is incorrect — because it is based on the incorrect interpretation of
trip distribution as discussed above. The correct situation is described below.

The small number of trips would not be expected to materially aftect the results of the traffic
study. A comprehensive review of the traffic study analysis determined that the trip
shortfall related to trips exiting the southwest comer of the study area via Olympic

18301 Von Karman 2
Suite 490

frvine, CA 92612

949-474-1591

0949-474-1599 Fax



The Mobility Group

Transporiation Strategies & Solutions

Boulevard to head west, A total of one inbound and four outbound trips should have been
assigned to a travel path from the Project Site via Violet Street to Mateo Street to the
Olympic Boulevard corridor. While the full amount of project-generated trips were included
in the model and this travel destination was defined in the model, trips were inadvertently

not allocated to it — hence the slightly fewer trips.

The comprehensive review indicated that all other travel paths and trip assignments were
handled correctly in the analysis. The overall distribution of trips does not change and
remains as specified in the traffic study. As discussed in the Traffic Study, the distribution
of trips was based on professional judgment and an approach commonly used in traffic
studies that considered the type of project land uses, the likely origins and destinations of
Project tenants and visitors, and the characteristics of the street system in the area of the
Project — also accounting for the proximity of the Project to numerous freeway ramps.
LADOT approved the trip distribution in their approval of the MOU and the Traffic Study

Report.

The analysis has been updated to correct for this situation. The revised analysis is shown in
Figures 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4, and Tables 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4. The trip volumes in the
intersections to the north of the Project (including Santa Fe & 7™ are not affected.  In the
PM peak hour analysis (addressed by the reviewer) the only imtersections in the study area
that are affected are at Mateo Street & Olympic Blvd. and at Violet Street & Santa Fe
Avenue (unsignalized intersection). The v/c ratio increases slightly at Olympic Blvd. &
Mateo Street but the level of service does not change and there is no significant impact
created.  Similarly, the vehicle delay numbers at the unsignalized intersection of Violet
Street & Santa Fe Avenue increase slightly, but the level of service does not change and a
traffic signal remains warranted as identified in the traffic study. The Project traffic
volumes at all other intersections do not change and remain the same as shown in the traffic

study. There continue to be no significant impacts.

The analysis was also updated for the AM peak hour, also as shown in Figures 4.1, 4.2, 4.3,
and 4.4, and Tables 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4.. The v/c ratio increases slightly at three intersections,
at Mateo Street & Olympic Blvd, at Santa Fe Avenue & 8" Street, and Santa Fe Avenue &
Olympic Blvd, but the level of service does not change and there would be no significant
impacts. At Violet Street & Santa Fe Avenue (unsignalized intersection), the delay would
increase slightly and for one approach the resultant level of service would be LOS F rather
than the 1.OS L identified in the traffic study. However, LLOS F was previously also
identified during the PM peak hour and a traffic signal was concluded to be warranted in the
traffic study — so there would be no change to the result identified in the traffic study.

18301 Vonr Karman 3
Suite 490

Irving, CA 92612
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The Mobility Group

Trunspuriation Strategies & Solutivns

In conclusion, following a comprehensive review, the reviewer’s comments on trip
distribution and {rip assignments are based on a misunderstanding and misinterpretation of
the information on the traffic study, rendering the reviewer’s subsequent analysis invalid.
However, the analysis in the traffic study has been updated to include the five fewer trips
determined to have not been included in the lraflic study. The net resull of @ comprehensive
review is that the traffic volumes and results do not change in the vast majority of locations,
particularly any locations to the north of the Project and specifically at the intersection of 7"
Street & Santa Fe Avenue, and while the traffic numbers, along with v/c ratios and delays,
change slightly at a few intersections south of the Project, the results and conclusions
regarding significant impacts do not change. There continue to be no significant impacts
caused by the Project.

Sincerely,
The Mobility Group Matthew Simons, T.E.
L ML [z vy

J. Michael] Bates Senior Transportation Engineer, with
President The Mobility Group
during preparation of the Traffic Study

Attachments

1830! Von Karman 4
Suite 490
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949.474-1591
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Table 4.2  Future With Project Conditions - Intersection Level of Service

AM Peak Hour - Revised

AM Peak Hour
Infersecti Future Without | Future With | Change |Significant
ntersection .
Project Project inV/C| Impact
V/C LOS V/iC LOS

1. Mateo Street & 7% Street 0677 B |0680] B | 0.003 No
2. Mateo Street & Olympic Blvd. 0.549 A 0.552 A 0.003 No
3. Santa Fe Avenue & 7" Street 0838, D |0849| D | 001l No
4. Santa Fe Avenue & 8™ Street 0.607| B |0652] B | 0.045 No
5. Santa Fe Avenue & Porter Street | 0.553 A 0.568 A 0.015 No
6. Santa Fe Avenue & Olympic Blvd | 0.846 D 0.859 D 0.013 No
Table 4.3  Future With Project Conditions - Intersection Level of Service

PM Peak Hour - Revised

PM Peak Hour
. Future Without | Future With | Change | Significant
Intersection .
Project Project nV/C| Impact
V/C LOS V/C | LOS

1. Mateo Street & 7™ Street 0.723 C 0.725 C 0.002 No
2. Mateo Street & Olympic Blvd. 05371 A 0.544 A 0.007 No
3. Santa Fe Avenue & 7 Street 0.864 D 0.883 D 0.019 No
4. Santa Fe Avenue & 8™ Street 0757 | C |0765] C | 0.008 No
5. Santa Fe Avenue & Porter Street | 0.692 8 0,709 C 0.017 No
6. Santa Fe Avenue & Olympic Blvd| 0.827 D 0.835 D 0.008 No




Table 4.4 Unsignalized Intersection Analysis - AM & PM Peak Hour - Revised

Existing Future Without Future With
Conditions Project Project
AM Peak Hour | AM Peak Hour | AM Peak Hour
Intersections
Delay! | LOS | Delay’ | LOS | Delay' | LOS
AM Peak Hour
Santa Fe St. & Violet St.
Eastbound Approach 20.6 C 27.3 D 50.8 F
Westbound Approach 18.5 C 234 C 379 E
PM Peak Hour
Santa Fe St. & Violet St.
Eastbound Approach 16.5 C 22.1 C 29.7 D
Westbound Approach 16.0 C 212 C 72.7 F

' Delay for unsignalized intersections is shown for the minor stopped approaches.




Table 4.5 Unsignalized intersection - Signal Warrant Analysis - Revised

Intersection Major Street Miner Street Peak Major Street Minor Street Minor Street Signal
Hour Warrant Warranted
Volume # of Lanes Volume # of Lanes 'I\'/hrleshof?
(both per (high volume ner clume
approaches) { Direction appreach) Direction
Existing Conditions
AM 1,258 2 13 1 206 No
Santa Fe Ave & Violet Sf Santa Fe Ave Violet St
FM 1,236 2 40 1 200 No
Future Without Project Conditions
AM 1,559 2 13 1 1256 No
Sania Fe Ave & Violet St Santa Fe Ave Viclet St
PV 1,610 2 40 1 120 No
Future With Project Conditions
AM 1,688 2 41 1 110 No
Santa Fe Ave & Violet St Santa Fe Ave Violet St
PM 1,646 2 140 1 110 Yes

Note:

1. Caltrans Traffic Manuat - Figure 9-8 Peak Hour Volume Warrant (Urban Areas). Minor streef warrant calculated in relation io major sireet volume.
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Attachment C.

LADOT Correspondence to the Department of City Planning, April 26 2017.



FORM GEN. 180A {Rev. 1/82) CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

2130 E. Violet &t
DOT Case No. CEN 15-43627

Date: April 26, 2017

To: Jojo Pewsawang, City Planning Associate
Department of City Planning

From: Wes Pringle, Transportation Engineer
Department of Transportation

Subject: PROPOSED MIXED-USE PROJECT AT 2130 EAST VIOLET STREET -
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

On April 14, 2018, DOT issued a traffic assessment report summarizing the findings of a traffic
analysis, dated March 2, 2016, prepared for the revised proposed mixad-use project located at
2130 East Violet Street. The traffic study was prepared consistent with the City’s traffic study
policies and procedures, and consistent with how all traffic studies for projects within transit-
oriented areas are processed in the City. On March 7, 2017, the Department of City Planning
received a comment letter with questions about the study from Gideon Kracov (referencing a

review by Neal Liddicoat).

The main area of concern of the comment letter, with respect to the portion that pertains fo the
transportation analysis, has to do with discrepancies between the distribution of the project
trips and the overall percentage distribution. The Mobility Group has reviewed the comments
and issued a response letter, dated April 18, 2017.

DOT concurs with the response letter issued by the Mobility Group. The comments of the
Kracov review letter oversimplify the application of project trips to the network of study
intersections. The Mobility Group’s letter correctly stated that there is no justification for the
distribution of project trips per the comment letter. The comment letter identified five missing
trips that the Mobility Group addressed in the response letter. The response letter revised the
study fo account for the missing trips and it did not change any of the resuits.

If you have any questions, please call me at 213-972-8482,

\letters\2017\cen15-43627_2130 violet st mixed-use project_comment response

ol Shawn Kuk, Council District No. 14
Mehrdad Moshksar, Central District Office, DOT
Michael Bates, The Mobility Group



Attachment D.

[) Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), Voluntary Cleanup Agreement,
Docket No. HAS VCA 17/18-038, November 2017;

2) Ensafe, Technical Memorandum Work Plan- Revised Preliminary Endangerment
Assessment Equivalent — Additional Site Characterization, 2130 Violet Street,
Los Angeles, California 90021, April 5, 2018; and

3) DTSC Approval of Revised Preliminary Endangerment Assessment (PEAE), April
20, 2018.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL

in the Matter of; Docket No. HSA VCA 17/18-038

2130 East Violet Street Voluntary Cleanup Agreement

Los Angeles, California 90021
Health and Safety Code

Proponent: Section 25355.5(a){1){C)

Violet Street Investor, LLC
11777 San Vicente Blvd. #3900
Los Angeles, California 90049
Attn: Mr, Tom Wulf

The California Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) enters into this Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (Agreement)
with Violet Street Investor, LLC (Proponent) and agrees as follows:

1. Site. This Agreement applies to the property located at 2130 East Violet
Street, Los Angeles, in Los Angeles County, California 90021 (Site). The property is
identified by Assessor's Parce! Number(s) 5166-004-027. A Site diagram and a Site
location map are attached as Exhibits A and B.

2. Jurisdiction. This Agreement is entered into by DTSC and Proponent
pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 25355.5(a)(1)(C) which authorizes DTSC to
enter into an enforceable agreement to oversee the investigation and/or remediation of
a release or threatened release of any hazardous substance at or from the Site.

3. Purpose. The purpose of this Agreement is for DTSC to review and comment
on Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Equivalent (PEAE) documents, DTSC will
review the information, identify areas and media of concern, and determine the
additional work, if any, required to complete the investigation/remediation of the Site.

If appropriate, DTSC will issue a “Site Certification” for the Site. The purpose of this
Agreement is also for DTSC to obtain reimbursement from Proponent for DTSC's
oversight costs incurred pursuant to this Agreement.

4. Qwnership. The Site is owned by Violet Street investor, LLC.

5. Substances Found at the Site. Based on the information available to DTSC
and Proponent, the Site had been impacted by heavy metals, polychlorinated biphenyls
and total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) in scil at the Site. A removal action was
performed between August 2016 and October 2016 to remove the chemicals of concern

from shallow soils.




6. Scope of Work and DTSC Qversight. DTSC shall review and provide
Proponent with written comments on all Proponent’s deliverables as described in Exhibit
C (Scope of Work) and other documents applicable to the scope of the project. DTSC
shall provide oversight of field activities, including sampling activities, as appropriate.
Proponent agrees to perform all the Work required by this Agreement. Proponent shall
perform the Work in accordance with applicable local, state and federal statutes,
regulations, ordinances, rules and guidance documents, in pariicular, Health and Safety
Caode section 25300 et seq., as amended.

7. Additional Activities. DTSC and Proponent may amend this Agreement to
include additional activities in accordance with Paragraph 17 of this Agreement. if DTSC
expects to incur additional oversight costs for these additional activities, it will provide
an estimate of the additional oversight costs to Proponent.

8. Endangermeént During Implementation.

8.1. Proponent shall notify DTSC’s Project Manager immediately upon learning
of any condition that may pose an immediate threat to public health or safety or the
environment. Within seven days of the onset of such a condition, Proponent shall
furnish a report to DTSC, signed by Proponent's Project Manager, setting forth the
conditions and events that occurred and the measures taken in response thereto,

8.2. Inthe event DTSC determines that any activity (whether or not pursued in
compliance with this Agreement) may pose an imminent or substantial endangerment to
the health or safety of people on the Site or in the surrounding area or to the
environment, DTSC may order Proponent to conduct additional activities and DTSC and
Proponent may then amend this Agreement to include such additional activities in
accordance with Paragraph 7 or DTSC may order Proponent to stop further
implementation of this Agreement for such period of time as may be needed to abate
the endangerment. DTSC may request that Proponent implement interim measures to
address any immediate threat or imminent or substantial endangerment.

9. Access. Propeonent shall provide, and/or obtain access to the Site and take all
reasonable efforts to obtain access to offsite areas to which access is necessary to
implement the Agreement. Such access shall be provided to DTSC's employees,
contractors, and consultants at all reasonable fimes. Nothing in this paragraph is
intended or shall be construed to limit in any way the right of entry or inspection that
DTSC or any other agency may otherwise have by operation of law.

10. Sampling, Data and Document Availability. When requested by DTSC,
Proponent shall make available for DTSC’s inspection, and shall provide copies of, all
data and information concerning contamination at or from the Site, including technical
records and contractual documents, sampling and monitoring information and
photographs and maps, whether or not such data and information was developed
pursuant to this Agreement. Proponent is not required to make available information




that is privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. For ali final reports,
Proponent shall submit one hard {paper) copy and one electronic copy with all
applicable signatures and certification stamps as a text-readable Portable Document
Formatted (pdf) file Adobe Acrobat or Microsoft Word formatted file.

11. Record Preservation. Proponent shall retain, during ihe implementation of
this Agreement and for a minimum of six years after its termination, all data, reports,
and other documents that relate to the performance of this Agreement. IfDTSC
requests that some or all of these documents be preserved for a longer period of time,
Proponent shall either comply with the request, deliver the documents to DTSC, or
permit DTSC to copy the documents at Proponent’'s expense prior to destruction.

12. Notification of Field Activities. Proponent shall inform DTSC at least seven
days in advance of all field activities pursuant to this Agreement and shall allow DTSC
and its authorized representatives to take duplicates of any samples coliected by
Proponent pursuant to this Agreement.

13. Project Managers. Within 14 days of the effective date of this Agreement,
DTSC and Proponent shall each designate a Project Manager and shall notify each
other in writing of the Project Manager selected. Each Project Manager shall be
responsible for overseeing the implementation of this Agreement and for designating a
person to act in his/her absence. All communications between DTSC and Proponent,
and all notices, documents and correspondence concerning the activities performed
pursuant to this Agreement shall be directed through the Project Managers. Each party
may change its Project Manager with at least seven days prior written notice.

14. Proponent’'s Consuliant and Contractor. All work performed pursuant to this
Agreement shall be under the direction and supetrvision of a professional engineer or
professional geologist, licensed in California, with expertise in hazardous substances
site cleanup. Proponent's Project Manager, contractor or consultant shall have the
technical expertise sufficient to fulfill his or her responsibilities. Within 14 days of the
effective date of this Agreement, Proponent shall notify DTSC in writing of the name,
title, and qualifications of the professional engineer or professional geclogist and of any
contractors or consultants and their personnel to be used in carrying out the work under
this Agreement in conformance with applicable state law, including but not limited to,
Business and Professions Code sections 6735 and 7835.

15. DTSC Review and Approval. All Work performed pursuant to this Agreement
is subject to DTSC's review and approval. If DTSC determines that any report, plan,
schedule or other document submitted for approval pursuant {o this Agreement fails to
comply with this Agreement or fails to protect public health or safety or the environment,
DTSC may (a) return comments to Proponent with recommended changes and a date
by which the Proponent must submit to DTSC a revised document incorporating or
addressing the recommended changes; or (b) modify the document in consultation with
Proponent and approve the document as modified. All DTSC approvals and decisions
made regarding submittals and notifications will be communicated to Proponent in




writing by DTSC's Project Manager or his/her designee. No informal advice, guidance,
suggestions or comments by DTSC regarding reports, plans, specifications, schedules
or any other writings by the Proponent shall be construed to relieve Proponent of the
obligation to obtain such written approvals.

16. Payment.

16.1. Proponent agrees to pay 1) all costs incurred by DTSC in association with
preparation of this Agreement, and for oversight activities, including review of
documents, conducted prior to the effective date of this Agreement, and (2) all costs
incurred by DTSC in providing oversight pursuant to this Agreement, including review of
the documents described in Exhibit C and associated documents, and oversight of field
activities. Costs incurred include interest on unpaid amounts that are billed and
outstanding more than 60 days from the date of the invoice. An estimate of DTSC's
oversight costs is attached as Exhibit D. It is understood by the parties that Exhibit D is
an estimate and ¢annot be relied upon as the final cost figure. DTSC may provide an
updated or revised cost estimate as the Work progresses. DTSC will bill Proponent
quarterly. Proponent agrees {o make payment within 80 days of receipt of DTSC's
hilling. Proponent may have the consultant designated under this Agreement make
payments to DTSC en its behalf. Such billings will reflect any amounts that have been
advanced to DTSC by Proponent.

16.2. In anticipation of oversight activities to be conducted, Proponent shall
make an advance payment of $ 2,100.00 to DTSC no later than 21 days after this
Agreement is fuily executed. Proponent may have the consultant designated under this
Agreement make the advance payment to DTSC on its behalf. It is expressly
understood and agreed that DTSC's receipt of the entire advance payment as provided
in this paragraph is a condition precedent to DTSC's obligation to provide oversight,
review of or comment on documents. If the advance payment exceeds DTSC’s final
costs, DTSC will refund the difference within 120 days after the performance of this
Agreement is completed or after this Agreement is terminated pursuant to Paragraph 18
of this Agreement.

16.3. All payments made by Proponent pursuant to this Agreement shall be by
check payable to the "Department of Toxic Substances Control", and bearing on its face
the project code for the Site (Site #301807) and the docket number of this Agreement.
Upon request by Proponent, DTSC may accept payments made by credit cards.
Payments by check shall be sent to:

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Accounting Office

1001 | Street, 215t Floor

P.0. Box 806

Sacramento, California 95812-0806

A photocopy of the check shall be sent concurrently to DTSC's Project Manager.



16.4. DTSC shall retain all cost records associated with the Work performed
under this Agreement as may be required by state law. DTSC will make all documents
that support DTSC's cost determination available for inspection upon request in
accordance with the Public Records Act, Government Code section 6250 et seq.

17. Amendments. This Agreement may be amended in writing by mutual
agreement of DTSC and Proponent. Such amendment shall be effective the third
business day following the day the last party signing the amendment sends its
notification of signing to the other party. The parties may agree to a different effective
date.

18. Termination for Convenience. Except as otherwise provided in this
paragraph, each party to this Agreement reserves the right to unitaterally terminate this
Agreement for any reason. Termination may be accomplished by giving a 30-day
advance written notice of the election to terminate this Agreement to the other party. In
the event that this Agreement is terminated under Paragraph 18, Proponent shall be
responsible for DTSC costs through the effective date of termination.

19. Incorporation of Exhibits, Plans and Reports. Ali exhibits are incorporated
into this Agreement by reference. All plans, schedules and reports that require DTSC’s
approval and are submitted by Proponent pursuant to this Agreement are incorporated
in this Agreement upon DTSC’s approval.

20. Reservation of Rights. DTSC reserves all of its statutory and regulatory
powers, authorities, rights, and remedies under applicable laws to protect public heaith
or the environment, inciuding the right to recover its costs incurred therefor. Proponent
reserves all of its statutory and regulatory rights, defenses and remedies available to

Proponent under applicable laws..

21. Non-Admission of Liability. By entering into this Agreement, Proponent does
not admit to any finding of fact or conclusion of law set forth in this Agreement or any
fault or liability under applicable laws.

22. Proponent Liabilities. Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute or be
considered a covenant not to sue, release or satisfaction from liability by DTSC for any
condition or claim arising as a resuit of Proponent's past, current, or future operations or
ownership of the Site.

23. Government Liabilities. The State of California or DTSC shall not be liable for
any injuries or damages to persons or property resulting from acts or omissions by
Proponent or by related parties in carrying out activities pursuant to this Agreement, nor
shall the State of California or DTSC be held as a party to any contract entered into by
Proponent or its agents in carrying out the activities pursuant to this Agreement.

24. Third Party Actions. In the event that Proponent is a party to any suit or claim




for damages or contribution relating to the Site to which DTSC is not a party, Proponent
shall notify DTSC in writing within 10 days after service of the complaint in the third-
party action. Proponent shall pay all reasonable costs incurred by DTSC relating to
such third-party actions, including but not limited to responding to subpoenas.,

25. California Law. This Agreement shall be governed, performed and
Interpreted under the laws of the State of California.

26. Severability. If any portion of this Agreement is ultimately determined not to
be enforceable, that portion will be severed from the Agreement and the severability
shall not affect the enforceability of the remaining provisions of the Agreement,

27. Parties Bound. This Agreement applies to and is binding, jointly and
severally, upon Proponent and its officers, directors, agents, receivers, trustees,
employees, contractors, consultants, successors, and assignees, and upen DTSC and
any successor agency that may have responsibility for and jurisdiction over the subject
matter of this Agreement.

28. Effective Date. The effective date of this Agreement is the date of signature
by DTSC’s authorized representative after this Agreement is first signed by Proponent's
authorized representative. Except as ctherwise specified, “days" means calendar days.

29. Representative Authority. Each undersigned representative of the party to
this Agreement certifies that she or he is fully authorized to enter into the terms and
conditions of this Agreement and to execute and legally bind the party to this
Agreement.

30. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed and delivered in any
number of counterparts, each of which when executed and delivered shall be deemed
to be an original, but such counterparts shall together constitute one and the same
document.
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Juli Propes, Acting @,rﬂaﬁfh Chief
Brownfields and Environmenta! Restoration Program

Department of Toxic Substances Control

///Z% g Date: V0EeaB5e. 2, 2o/7

Mr. Tom Wulf
Violet Street investor, LLC
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EXHIBIT C
SCOPE OF WORK

TASK 1. Review and Comment on Preliminary Endangerment Assessment
Equivalent (PEAE)Y Documents

DTSC will review all background information, sample analysis results,
environmental assessment reports, and any other information pertinent to the
hazardous substance management and/or release, characterization and cleanup of the
Site. DTSC will review the information, identify areas and media of concern, and
determine the additional work, if any, required to complete the investigation/remediation
of the Site. If appropriate, DTSC will issue a “Site Certification” for the Site.



EXHIBIT D
COST ESTIMATE WORKSHEET
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP AGREEMENT

Project Name: 2130 EAST VIOLET STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA

VCP Project Industrial [HG Bublic
Title Coord.  {Manager Supervisor  Toxicology [Geology iHygiens |Enpring |Particip |Legal CEQA  |Clerical

Sr. Staff Eng Assoc Fay
Classification ES ES HSE |EPMI HISESHToxicologist {Geol. [H HSE PPS Attorney [Planner |WPT

TASK:
Agreement Prep./Negotiation 2
Review and comment on
PEAE Documenis 40
General Project Oversight
{meetings and conununications)
Supplemental Site
Characterization

28 2

T
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- Workplan
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- Report

Rigk Assessment

Public Participation
CEQA NOE

Removal Action Workplan

Implement Removal Action
Remedial Design

Completion Report
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EXHIBITE

PROJECT SCHEDULE
TASK TIMELINE
Agreement Execution November 2017
DTSC will review and comment on Within 30 days after execution of
Preliminary Endangerment Assessment agreement

Equivalent (PEAE) documents for the Site.
DTSC will determine the additional work, if
any, required to complete the
investigation/remediation of the Site.




ENSANFE

creative thinking. custom solutions. ®

April 5, 2018

Ms, Folashade Simpson via email: folashade.simpson@dtsc.ca.gov

Project Manager

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program
9211 Qakdale Avenue

Chatsworth, California 91311

Re: Technical Memorandum Work Plan
Revised Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Equivalent — Additional Site

Characterization
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, California 90021

Dear Ms. Simpson:

EnSafe Inc. is submitting this Technical Memorandum Work Plan for the property located at
2130 Violet Street (Site) in Los Angeles, California (Figure 1). The purpose of this Technical
Memorandum is to provide a revised workplan to conduct additional Site characterization in
response to; 1) the comments provided by the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)
in the Comments on Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Equivalent (PEA-E) Reports; 2) our
meeting with the DTSC on March 8, 2018; and 3) the subsequent comments emails dated
March 28, 2018, and April 2, 2018. The Site was previously used for unprocessed scrap metal
recycling, which no longer exists at the Site. The Site is planned to be developed into a
multi-story commercial building including office and street-level retail space,

BACKGROUND
EnSafe received DTSC comments on multiple reports summarizing Site characterization activities

since 2014, as outlined below:

. Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report (Certified Environmental Consultants,
Inc., November 13, 2014)

. Limited Phase II Site Assessment Report (Cardno ATC, August 20, 2015)
. Excavation Observation and Stockpile Sampling (E2 ManageTech, Inc,,

December 8, 2016)

ENGINEERING | ENVIRONMENT | HEALTH & SAFETY | TECHNOLOGY
5001 Airport Plaza Drive; Suite 260 | Long Beach, California 90815 | P 562-740-1060 } F 562-740-1070 | www.ensafe.com
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Ms. Folashade Simpson

Aprit 5, 2018
Page 2
. Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report (Partner Engineering and Science, Inc.,
January 26, 2017)
. Prefiminary Endangerment Assessment Equivalent Reports: Confirmation Soif Sampling

Report (Partner Engineering and Science, Inc., August 3, 2017)
. Additional Site Investigation (E2 ManageTech, Inc. March 2016)

The boring locations and excavation area are shown in Figures 2 and 3. During the prior
investigations at the Site, borings were advanced as the recycled metal stockpiles were removed
from the facility and PCB impacted soils were removed by excavation. The boring locations and
excavation area are shown in Figures 2 and 3. While advancing the prior borings, surficial recycled
metal and debris existed above the paving, and concrete paving was encountered to depths of
up to 18 inches below ground surface (bgs). As a result, soil samples were first obtained at
depths of one to three feet bgs at the Site, depending on the encountered paving conditions and
soil sample recovery. In addition, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)-impacted soils were removed
to a depth of six feet in the area of the excavation. Figures 4 through 10 present the PCB results
by boring location and depth, and the excavation area. Based on the results from prior
investigations conducted and excavation area, shallow PCB sampling (e.g. one to three feet) has
been conducted at the Site; therefore, no additional PCB sampling is needed, except as noted
below,

These reports and figures demonstrate the extensive field sampling and analysis program
conducted at the Site to date, as well as the presence and nature of hazardous wastes/substances
in soil and soil vapor at the Site, as follows:

Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Report (Certified Environmental
Consuitants, Inc.,, November 13, 2014)

In November 2014, Certified Environmental Consultants (CEC) performed a Phase 1I
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) including a soil vapor survey at the Site (CEC,
November 2014). Five borings (SV-1 through SV-5 in Figures 2 and 3) were advanced to
2.5 feet below ground surface (bgs) and soil vapor samples were analyzed for volatile organic
compounds (VOCs). One soil vapor sample in the warehouse building had detections of
tetrachloroethylene (PCE) at 0.11 micrograms per liter (pg/L) below the United States

ENSANFE



Ms. Folashade Simpson
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Regional Screening Level (RSL) for industrial air. No
other VOCs were detected above laboratory reporting limits at the Site.

Limited Phase IT Site Assessment Report (Cardno ATC, August 20, 2015)

In August of 2015, Cardno ATC conducted a Limited Phase II ESA (Cardno, 2015) and collected
soil samples from 13 boring locations (B1 through B13 in Figures 2 and 3) in the exterior scrap
yard portion of the Site, limited to areas of the facility not covered by accumulated scrap metal
at the time of the investigation. The results of the investigation identified areas of total petroleum
hydrocarbon (TPH) contamination in shallow (approximately 2 to 6 feet bgs) soil that was present
beneath the scrap yard portion of the Site. TPH (C4-C12) was detected in one sample at
0.912 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg). TPH (C23-C32) ranged from 9.88 to 9,180 mg/kg in the
upper 5 feet, and from 3.70 to 17.6 mg/kg below 5 feet bgs. TPH (C23-C32) was not detected
in samples below 20 feet bgs. TPH (C33-C36) was only detected in two samples in the uppermost
5 feet bgs at 124 and 370 mg/kg. Lead was detected above DTSC Screening Levels of 80 mg/kg
in the upper 5 feet bgs. Copper and chromium were detected above Screening Levels in two
samples above 5 feet bgs, at 4,510 mg/kg and 3,250 mg/kg. Concentrations of polychlorinated
biphenyis (PCBs) were detected in shallow soil in the storage yard below the RSLs. Cardno ATC
recommended remediation by excavation of the impacted soils followed by proper disposal.
However, additional investigation was conducted to further delineate the impacted soils in areas
previously covered by unprocessed scrap metal debris.

Additional Site Investigation (E2 Manage Tech, Inc., March 9, 2016)

In February of 2016, E2 ManageTech, Inc. (E2) performed additional Site investigation and
collected soil samples from three boring locations (designated as EAO01 though EAO03 in
Figures 2 and 3) to further evaluate the lateral extent of the previously identified onsite
contamination of lead, diesel-range TPH (TPH-d), and PCBs. These were locations that were
previously inaccessible during the Cardno ATC Site investigation due to stored scrap metal.
The results of the investigation indicated that TPH (C12-C24) was detected in two samples
collected at 2 feet bgs and in one sample coliected 10 feet bgs, at concentrations ranging from
31 mg/kg to 170 mg/kg. Concentrations of TPH (C12-C24) in locations EAO1 through EAO3 were
consistent with nearby adjacent borings from prior investigations {Cardno, 2015) and indicated
shallow (2 to 10 feet) contamination and were below the RSLs for TPH. PCBs were not detected
in soil samples analyzed from the two borings on the eastern side of the property.
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lLead was detected in each of the nine soil sampies collected, at concentrations ranging from
1.18 mg/kg to 158 ma/kg. Two of the samples were detected in excess of ten times (10x) the
Soluble Threshold Limit Concentration (STLC) for lead and further were analyzed by the
Waste Extraction Test by EPA 6010B STLC. One sample was exceeded the STLC at 2 feet bgs
with a soluble lead concentration of 9.47 mg/L.

Excavation Observation and Stockpile Sampling (E2 Manage Tech, Inc,
December 8, 2016)

In August of 2016, E2 was retained by Lowe Enterprises to observe and document the excavation
of impacted soil characterized in the prior Site investigations. The excavation activities consisted
of the removal of approximately 1,750 cubic yards of impacted soil from the impacted area
identified in the previous investigations. Prior to disposal of the impacted soil, two composite
soil samples were collected and analyzed for Title 22 metals by EPA 6010B/3050B, PCBs by
EPA Method 8082, VOCs by EPA Method 8260B, and TPH (C12-C24) by EPA Method 8015B.
TPH (Ci12-C24) was detected in both samples at 7.24 mg/kg and 24.1 mg/kg. Chromium was
detected in one sample at concentration of 88.1 mg/kg, above 10x the STLC for chromium. The
sample was further analyzed by the Waste Extraction Test with EPA 6010B STLC and the reported
concentration of 1.14 mg/L was below the STLC level of 5 mg/L. VOCs and PCBs were not
detected in the samples analyzed.

Phase I Environmental Site Assessmenit Report (Partner, January 26, 2017)
In January of 2017, Partner Engineering and Science, Inc. (Partner) conducted a Phase I ESA
Report (Partner, 2017a) and identified the following recognized environmental condition (REC):

“A Phase I ESA conducted in 2014 identified several environmental concerns for the subject
property including potential petroleum-related staining in the storage yard, drums with no
secondary containment, and abandoned trench-style floor drains within the building.
Additional assessment was recommended. Between 2014 and 2016, three subsurface
investigations were performed to identify and characterize the vertical and horizontal extents
of subsurface contamination at the subject property. Resuits identified shallow diesel,
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB), and heavy metal (lead, copper, chromium) contamination in
soils exceeding applicable Environmental Screening Levels (ESLs). The impacts were
delineated and characterized in anticipation of excavation and removal. In 2016, 1,750 tons
of soil were excavated and stockpiled onsite at the direction of an environmental contractor.
The stockpile was sampled and low levels of total petroleum hydrocarbons as diesel (TPHd)
and chromium were identified. No VOCs, PCBs, or other metals were detected at significant
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levels. The soils were disposed of offsite as non-hazardous waste. Based on the results of
the sampling and analysis and removal of impacted soils at the site, no further action was
recommended by the environmental contractor, E2 ManageTech. Based on the provided
documents, the low concentrations detected in the stockpiled soil suggest that the remaining
impacts were minimal; however, no scil sampling was performed in the excavation pit to
confirm that all impacted areas had been adequately excavated and removed. Therefore, it
is Partner's opinion that the former soil impacts noted on the site represent a recognized
environmental condition to the subject property. It should be noted the excavation had not
been backfilled at the time of Partner's on-site assessment.” (Partner, 2017a).

Confirmation Soif Sampling Report (Partner, August 3, 2017)
In August of 2017, Parther conducted a Site investigation and collected eight samples (designated
as S1 through S8 in Figures 2 and 3) at the bottom of the existing excavation to further
characterize the potential residual impact of TPH, VOCs, PCBs and selected metals as a
consequence of the historical onsite metal recycling operations and the REC identified in the
Phase T ESA Report (Partner, January 26, 2017). Partner concluded:

"Wone of the analyzed soil samples contained detectable concentrations of TPH-cc, VOCs, or
PCBs. None of the concentrations of chromium, copper, and lead detected in the analyzed
samplings exceeded the residential or industrial RSLs. Based on the resufts of this
Confirmation Soil Sampling, it appears that impacted soil were successfully removed from the
site and no evidence of residual confamination was identified. Partner recommends no further
Investigation with respect to the former metal recycling operations at this time.”

DTSC Comments on Prefiminary Endangerment Assessment Egqulvelent Reports
{January 24, 2018)

The DTSC prepared a D7SC Comments on Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Eguivalent
Reports document dated January 24, 2018, which requested additional sampling and analysis in
previously assessed areas and spatial gaps in the western, northeastern, and southeastern side
of the property. Based upon the DTSC toxicologist’s comment letter dated February 1, 2018,
EnSafe was requested to conduct additional sampling along the excavation wails and other areas
of concern. EnSafe prepared a Response fo Comments Matrix (RCM) and Technical Memorandum
Workplanto the DTSC dated February 9, 2018 presenting responses to each of DTSC's comments.
EnSafe and Violet Street Partners requested a meeting with the DTSC to discuss the Site and the
Workplan and the meeting was held on March 8, 2018.
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DTSC Meeting and Comments

Based on the March 8, 2018 meeting, changes in the scope of work regarding soil and soil vapor
sampling were discussed and agreed to by all parties. EnSafe prepared an email documenting
the proposed changes to the Technical Memorandum Workplan from the March 8, 2018 meeting
and submitted it to the DTSC on March 14, 2018. DTSC requested additional changes in emails
dated March 28, 2018, and April 2, 2018. As reguested, EnSafe has prepared the following
revised scope of work for the additional sampling. The proposed scope of work incorporates the
DTSC comments and recommendations.

Rationaie for Sampling Locations

Twenty two additional sampling locations are proposed at the Site to further evaluate Site
conditions in response to the DTSC comments and using information from prior scil and soil vapor
investigations conducted to delineate soil and soil vapor in suspected areas of concern at the Site,
as shown in Figure 3:

. Twelve soil boring locations (ESB1 through ESB5 and EBS8 through ESB14) on the
western portion of the Site

. Two soil borings (ESB6 and ESBY) near the excavation

. Eight sampling locations (EXC1 through EXCB8) in the sidewalls and bottom of the
excavation

The proposed locations are arranged to provide spatial coverage of the subsurface conditions
beneath the warehouse and storage yard area with an approximate total area of 140 feet by
240 feet. The proposed borings and samples along the excavated area will be advanced to further
characterize soil and soil vapor conditions as requested by the DTSC to provide additional
characterization of the Site and address DTSC concerns regarding the potential past site uses.

Radiation Sampiing Rationale

Based on DTSC concerns regarding the potential for radioactive scrap metals to have been
received at the former scrap metal recycling facility, EnSafe will screen the Site for radiation above
background levels using a Geiger counter {or equivalent).
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TPH Sampling Rationale
TPH has been laterally and vertically characterized in the soil of the former metals recycling yard

as presented in the previous reports and the attached Tables. Sampling in the former metals
recyding yard indicated that TPH (C12-C24) was previously present in shallow soils (e.g. above
6 feet bgs) at the Site in concentrations exceeding the RSL but was removed by excavation during
the 2016 excavation of impacted soils. However, EnSafe will conduct additional sampling and
characterization of the soil beneath the building for TPH, the western storage yard, and the wall
and base of the excavation for the presence of TPH as carbon chain (TPH-cc).

YOUC sampling Rationale

VOCs have been characterized in the soil of the former metals recycling yard and in soil vapor in
the Site building, as presented in the attached Tables. However, EnSafe will conduct additional
sampling and characterization of the soil beneath the building for VOCs, the western storage yard,
and the wall and base of the excavation for the presence of VOCs. In addition, Boring ESB6 will
he advanced to characterize soil VOCs to a depth of 35 feet below original grade and soil samples
obtained will be analyzed to evaluate the presence of 15 feet of non-detectable concentrations.

Metals Sampling Rationale
Total metals have been laterally and vertically characterized in the soil of the former metals

recycling yard as presented in the previous reports in the attached Tables. Sampling in the former
metals recycling yard indicated that total metals were previously present in shallow soils
(e.g. above 6 feet bgs) at the Site in concentrations exceeding the RSL but were removed by
excavation during the 2016 excavation of impacted soils. However, EnSafe will conduct additional
sampling and characterization of the soil beneath the building for 17 total metals, the western
storage yard, and the sidewalls of the excavation.

PCB Sampling Rationale
PCBs have been characterized in the shallow soil in the area of the former metals recycling yard.

PCB concentrations in soil have been detected in the upper 5 feet bgs and in the 15 and 20-feet
below original grade samples in boring B-6 but were below the detection limit at 25 feet below
original grade. The shallow PCB-impacted soils {e.g. surface to 6 feet bgs) at the Site with
concentrations exceeding the RSL were removed during the excavation in 2016. Confirmation
samples by Partner (2017a) in the excavation area were below the detection limit for PCBs.
However, EnSafe will conduct additional sampling and characterization of the soil beneath the
building, the western storage yard, and the sidewalls of the excavation for PCBs. In addition,
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Boring ESB6 will be advanced to characterize soil PCBs to a depth of 35 feet below original grade
and soil samples obtained will be analyzed to evaluate the presence of 15 feet of non-detectable
concentrations.

Polvcyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbon Sampling Rationale

EnSafe will conduct sampling of the soil beneath the building, the western storage yard, and the
bottom and sidewalls of the excavation for polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), per
DTSC request,

Hexavalent Chromium Sampling Rationale

EnSafe will conduct sampling of the soil beneath the building, the western storage yard, and the
bottom and sidewalls of the excavation for hexavalent chromium, as described in the following
sections.

SCOPE OF WORK
The major tasks associated with the field sampling efforts are listed below.

. Notification and Site access

. Utility clearance and gecphysical survey

. Drilling and sail sampling

. Investigation derived waste (IDW) management
. Laboratory analysis

. Quality control procedures

. Data management and reporting

The following housekeeping items will be conducted at the Site:

. The stockpile of construction debris/trash {e.g. old paving) onsite will be sampled for
known contaminants of concern with subsequent disposal at a licensed disposal facility in
accordance with regulatory requirements.

. Tote bins and drums onsite will be sampled, with subsequent disposal at a licensed
disposal facility in accordance with regulatory requirements.
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Prior to the field activities, EnSafe will notify and coordinate with DTSC to schedule the fieldwork
and obtain Site access. A Site-specific health and safety plan will be prepared to address the field
safety requirements for the sampling activities, including potential hazards, contaminants of
concern, personal protective equipment (PPE), and directions to the nearest hospital providing

emergency services.

Prior to drilling activities, a California underground dig alert will be called in for the Site at least
two working days prior to initiation of any subsurface activities. A utility ground penetrating radar
survey will be performed on and around all intended boring locations to ensure a safe drilling

environment,

A California C-57 licensed drilling contractor will be used for the drilling and sampling activities.
The soil investigation involves using hollow stem auger and/or direct push technology to bore
into the soil and collecting samples at discreet intervals. The soil boreholes will be advanced by
hollow stem auger and/or direct push technology rig to drive 1- to 2-inch stainless-steel diameter
rods into the ground with a percussion hammer. Soil samples will be collected using a Geoprobe
Macro-core or equivalent with an acetate liner.  Non-disposable sampling equipment
(e.g., sampler) will be decontaminated between each sample acquisition. Samples will be taken
from the first one foot of soil encountered directly under concrete and the last one foot of soil at
the bottom of each boring by cutting with the core liner. The lower end of each core liner will be
sampled for volatile TPH (C6-C8) and VOCs using EPA Method 5035 EnCore or Terra Core
samplers to reduce volatilization. The remaining core liners will be capped with clean Teflon
sheets and prepared for shipment to the laboratory for analysis.

The samples will be fabeled, packaged in bubble wrap and clean Ziploc bags, as needed. Samples
will be stored in coolers containing ice so that the sample temperature will be maintained below
six degrees Celsius (°C) and delivered to the laboratory under chain-of-custody procedures once

drilling activities have concluded.

A portable photoionization detector (PID) will be used during the field activities to screen soil for
evidence for organic vapors. An additional sample will be collected from each location and placed
in a plastic sealable bag for field screening with a PID. A geologist will log each scil boring for
lithology per the Unified Soil Classification System. The PID will be calibrated and operated
according to the manufacturer’s directions.

ENSNFE



Ms. Felashade Simpson
April 5, 2018
Page 10

After drilling activity has concluded, the surface conditions at the soil boring locations wilf be
restored. The boreholes will be backfilled using a bentonite grout and topped with a concrete or
asphalt cap as appropriate.

Non-disposable sampling equipment (e.g., sampler) will be decontaminated between each sample
acquisition by a three-step decontamination process consisting of Liquinox wash, potable water
rinse, distilled/deionized water rinse, and air dry if necessary. Heavy equipment decontamination
associated with sampling activity will be performed by the subcontractor.

IDW generated during the investigation activities may include soil cuttings, decontamination
fluids, PPE, and other disposable sampling materials. IDW associated with drilling activities will
be containerized in Department of Transportation 17H-approved, 55-gallon steel drums and will
be appropriately labeled until waste characterization is complete. Pending characterization,
IDW will be stored onsite in a secure and controlled area. Upon receipt of the waste
characterization analytical results, IDW will be transported and disposed of properly at a
designated facility, Disposal of IDW will be performed within 90 days of waste generation.

Non-hazardous PPE and sampling equipment IDW will be generated during the fieldwork. These
items will generally be considered non-hazardous and will be double-bagged and disposed of
along with other non-hazardous solid waste.

The proposed sampling locations are as follows (see Figure 3):

. Site Building: Seven borings (ESB1, ESB2, and ESB8 through ESB 12) will be advanced
to 15 feet and converted to dual-nested soil vapor wells at 5 and 15 feet bgs.

. Former Scrap Metal Yard Area adjacent to Building: Borings ESB3 through ESBS
will be installed to a depth of 15 feet bgs. Borings ESB4 and ESB5 will be converted to
dual-nested soit vapor wells at 5 and 15 feet bgs

. Excavation Area: Borings ESB6 and ESB7 will be installed to depths of 35 feet and 30
feet below original grade, respectively. Both borings ESB6 and ESB7 will be converted to
dual-nested soil vapor wells at 5 and 15 feet bgs.

. Additional Former Metal Yard Area Locations: Borings ESB13 and ESB14 will be
installed to a depth of 5 feet bgs to investigate surface staining.
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. Excavation Sidewall Samples: Soil samples will be collected from the sidewalls of the
excavation at six locations (EXC1 through EXCB).
. Additional Excavation Bottom Samples: Soil samples will be collected at the bottom
of the excavation at two locations (EXC7 and EXCS8).
. Radioactive Materials Screening: A radiation survey will be performed in the former

metals recyding yard area.

Methodologies and procedures for conducting field activities, laboratory analyses, and data quality
control (QC) to ensure data quality and usability are described in the following sections.

Site Building

Three soil/soil vapor borings (ESB1, ESB2, and ESB8) will be advanced to a depth of 15 feet bgs
using a limited access push probe rig on the northern and southern part of the building, as shown
in Figure 3. Discrete soil samples will be collected to provide additional soil data and will be
collected at sub-slab, 5, 10, and 15 feet bgs. The soil samples will be collected using a Geoprobe
Macro-core or equivalent with an acetate liner or laboratory-provided supplied jars and
EPA Method 5035 sampling kits. The samples will be analyzed for VOCs by EPA Method
5035/8260B, 17 total metals by EPA Method 6010, TPH-cc (C6-C8, C9-C16, and C17-C32) by
EPA Method 8015B, and PCBs by EPA Method 8082. Samples will be analyzed for PCBs at
5 feet bgs, and deeper samples will be analyzed if additional vertical delineation is needed.
Samples with
TPH detections will be analyzed for the presence of PAHs by EPA Method 8270SIM. The sub-slab
samples will be analyzed for hexavalent chromium by EPA Method 7196A.

Four soil vapor borings (ESBS through ESB12) will be advanced to a depth of 15 feet bgs using a
limited-access push probe rig on the northern and southern part of the building, as shown in

Figure 3.

The borings will be converted to dual-nested soil vapor probes at 5 and 15 feet bgs and will
consist of a temporary airstone filter, one-eighth-inch Nyiaflow tubing, and a valve at the tubing
termination. Fifteen soil vapor samples (including one quality assurance sample) will be collected
by a laboratory technician and the soil vapor samples will be analyzed for VOCs by EPA Method
82605V. An onsite mobile laboratory will anaiyze the soil vapor samples collected. Soil vapor
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sampling will be conducted in general conformance to the DTSC Active Soil Gas Investigation and
Vapor Intrusion Guidance documents.

Storage Yard

Borings ESB3 through ESB5 will be installed to a depth of 15 feet bgs, boring ESB6 will be installed
to a depth of 35 feet below original grade, and boring ESB7 will be installed to a depth of 30 feet
below original grade as shown on Figure 3. Discrete soil samples will be collected to provide
additional soil data and will be collected and analyzed as discussed below.

Per DTSC request, borings ESB3 through ESB5 will be advanced to characterize the western side
of the storage yard, as shown in Figure 3. Boring location ESB5 will be at the location where the
former trench drain ends at the building exterior wall as shown on the attached revised Figure 3.
Please note that the trench drain appears to end at the current location of a power panel. The
samples will be collected using laboratory-provided containers and EPA method 5035 sampling
kits, and will be subsequently analyzed for 17 total metals, TPH as carbon chain (C6-C8, C9-C16,
and C17-C32), and PCBs by EPA Method 8082. Samples from 5 feet bgs will initially be analyzed
for PCBs, and samples from deeper intervals will be analyzed if vertical delineation is needed.
PCBs will be extracted from soil samples using EPA Methods 3540C. Samples with TPH detections
will also be analyzed for the presence of PAHs.

Boring ESB6 will be advanced to characterize soil to a depth of 35 feet below original grade and
soil samples obtained will be analyzed to evaluate the presence of 15 feet of non-detectable
concentrations. Discrete soil samples will be collected from the boring on five-foot intervals and
analyzed for PCBs by EPA Method 8082 and VOCs by EPA Method 5035/8260B. PCBs will be
extracted from soil samples using EPA Methods 3540C or 3541.

Boring ESB7 will be advanced to characterize soil to a depth of 30 feet bgs and soil vapor in the
excavation area to a depth of 15 feet bgs. Discrete soil samples will be collected at 5, 10, and
25 feet bgs and analyzed for PCBs by EPA Method 8082. Samples coliected at 5 and 10 feet bgs,
in the TPH-impacted area, will be analyzed for the presence of PAHs.

Borings ESB6 and ESB7 will be converted to dual-nested soil vapor probes at 5 and 15 feet bgs
and wiil consist of a temporary airstone filter, one-eighth-inch Nylaflow tubing, and a valve at the
tubing termination. Five soil vapor samples (including one quality assurance sample) will be
collected by a laboratory technician and the soil vapor samples will be analyzed for VOCs by
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EPA Method 82605V. An onsite mobile laboratory will analyze the soil vapor samples collected.
Soil vapor sampling will be conducted in general conformance to the DTSC Active Soil Gas

Investigation and Vapor Intrusion Guidance documents.

Borings ESB13 and ESB14 will be advanced to five feet and soil samples collected at 1, 3, and
5-feet below grade. The soil samples will be analyzed for 17 total metals, TPH as carbon chain
(C6-C8, C9-C16, and C17-C32), and PCBs by EPA Method 8082. PCBs will be extracted from
soil samples using EPA Methods 3540C or 3541. Samples with TPH detections will also be

analyzed for the presence of PAHs.

Eight samples (EXC1 through EXC8) will be collected at the Site in the excavation area as shown
in Figure 3. Six sample locations (EXC1 through EXC6) were selected on the walls of the
excavation to confirm lateral delineation, if any, of chemicals of concern in the sidewalls of the
excavation. Per DTSC request, these sample locations were selected o provide spatial coverage
along the perimeter of the excavation, as shown on Figure 3. Samples EXC7 and EXC8 will be
collected at the bottom of the excavation to provide coverage at the bottom of the excavation.
The samples will be analyzed for chromium and lead using EPA Method 6010, Sample with
concentrations of lead or chromium in exceedance of 10x TTLC will be analyzed by the STLC in
the event further soil excavation and disposal is needed. Samples EXC7 and EXC8 will be collected
at the bottom of the excavation to assess for the presence of PAHs associated with the presence
of other petroleum hydrocarbons. Up to six soil samples in the storage yard area will be collected
and analyzed for hexavalent chromium by EPA Method 7196A.

A radiation survey will be performed in the former metals recycling yard area to assess for the
presence of radioactive materials derived from improperly disposed metals. A properly calibrated
Ludlum 2241-2RK {or equivalent) portable general-purpose survey meter equipped with a
Geiger-Mueller detector for measurement of alpha, beta, and gamma radiation will be used to
screen the Site for radicactive materials over background concentrations., Measurements wili be
collected and recorded on a field log. If the radiation survey measurements indicate radioactive
materials exist onsite, soil samples will be collected for radiological analysis, after consultation

with the DTSC.

Upon completion of sampling, the borings will be abandoned, backfilled with bentonite, and the
surface will be patched to match surrounding surface conditions. Soil cuttings will be placed in
55-galion drums and stored temporarily onsite pending analytical results.
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EnSafe will include the resuits in a PEA-E report documenting the field activities, sampie locations,
radiation survey results, and field observations. The analytical results will also be summarized
along with interpretations of the findings. Summary tables and figures will be included to facilitate
discussion of the sample locations and anaiytical results. The analytical results will be compared
to published health risk standards such as the EPA RSLs, and the recommendations of the DTSC
Human Health Risk Office Note 3 Screening Levels.

LABORATORY ANALYSES

Selected soil samples will be analyzed for TPH (C6-C8, C9-C16, and C17-C32), VOCs including
fuel oxygenates, PAHs, Title 22 Metals including mercury, lead, and hexavalent chrome. A
California Department of Health Services Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program
accredited laboratory will be used to perform the analyses. The EPA Standard Methods, sample
containers and preservations, and technical holding time requirements are presented in the
following table.

Analytical Maximum Holding
Parameter Method Sample Container Preservation Time
2t66°C, no
Two pre-labeled 5G EnCore preservar:lon for s 48 hours for
TPH (C6-C8) | EPA 8015-M vials, or 2106 90, Tuo Terra EnCore vials, or
Twao pre-weighted 40-mL e + 14 days for Terra
: Core vial preserved -
Terra Core vials . Core vials
with methanol.
No head space.
TPH TRy £
(C9-C16, and | EPA 8015-M aO:eetalt;?i 2en6 long 2106 °C 14 days to extraction
C17-C32)
21t06°C no
preservation for
EnCore vials, or
et SEC |, Qo6 C Gretara | SIS
VoCs EPA 8260B/C Twao pre-weighted 40-mi. Core vial preserved + 14 days for Terra
: with methanol, and two :
Terra Core vials ; . Core vials
vials preserved with
sodium hisuifate, No
head space.
One 1to 2™-ID 6” long o « l4daysto
PChs EPA 8082 acetate liner 2to67C extraction
PAHs EPA 8270 Sc”e‘i;t:iirfe;m 6" long 2t06°C 14 days to extraction
Title 22 Metals | EPA Cne 1 to 21D 6" bong 2106 °C 6 months for metals
and Hg 6010/7471B acetate liner and 28 days for Hg
Hexavalent EPA 7100 Gne 1 to_2 -ID 6" long 3106 °C 30 days
Chromium acetate {iner
Notes:
D = inner diameter
Hg = mercury
mg/L = milligrams per kiter
" = inch
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DATA QUALITY AND USABILITY EVALUATION

Freld QC samples will include an equipment blank, field matrix spike and matrix spike duplicates,
and a temperature blank for quality assurance purposes. The analytical groups, sample
frequency, and QC requirements for the QC samples are presented in the following table.

QC Sampies Analytical Groups Frequency GC Criteria
« TPH (C6-C8), .
Equipment Blank « VOCs and fuel oxygenates +  One per day rNeo ;rjc?r:ytism?;slaboratow
« Hexavalent Chromium porting
« TPH {C6-C8, C9-C16, and C17-C32) e  Methoed percent relative
« V0OCs and fuel oxygenates percent difference {%RPD)
Field MS/MSD « 5V0OCs ‘ Sar:: I‘;:; 20 criteria {precision)
« Title 22 Metais and Hg P +  Method percent recovery (%R)
¢ Hexavalent Chromium criteria (accuracy)
Notes:
Hg = mercury
SCHEDULE

We would greatly appreciate receiving written confirmation of DTSC approval of this proposed
Workplan by April 13, 2018.

If the above-described scope of work meets with your approval, please respond via e-mail to
jmadden@ensafe.com. If you have any questions regarding this technical memorandum, please
call Jim Madden at 562-257-1538.

Sincerely,
EnSafe Inc. -

/ LamRAdd
By:  Jim Madden, PG, LEED AP, CEM David Dunbar, MS PG

Sr. Project Manager/Geologist Senjor Project Director
Attachments:

Figures

Tables
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SITE LOCATION
2130 VIOLET STREET LLC
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inds. : - Havethome . : LOS ANGELES, CA 90071
m REQUESTED BY: M
2130 VIOLET ST DRAWN BY: NR ENSAFE
* SITE COORDINATE SYSTEM: WGS 1584 |DAIE: 4/3/2018 G ko Cev st
WEB MERCATOR AUXIUIARY SPHERE 1pROJECT: 0888821710] 800.588.7962 | www.ensafe.com

DATA SOURCES- SOURCES: ESRE, MERE, GARMIN, USGS, INTERMAPR INCREMENT 2. MRCAN, ESRI JAPAN, MET], ESRI CHINA (HONG KONG), ESRI KDREA, ESRI (THARAMD), NGCC, © OPEMSTREETMAP CONTRIBUTORS, AND THE GIS USER COMMUNITY
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FIGURE 2
E SITE MAP AND
g HISTORIC SAMPLING LOCATIONS
2l 2130 VICLET STREET LLC
z 2130 VIOLET ST
B s LCS ANGELES, CA 90071
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I~ 0 125 35
g SAMPLE LOCATIONS @ PARTNER CONFIRMATION SAMPLE (07/27/17) e — DRAWN BY: NR EN SAFE
E| 4> CECSOT VAPOR SAMPLE (11/7/14) B} CAPPED FLOOR DRAINS SCALE IN FEET — . ,__—ha-k—--:--m!-l
§ @ CARDNO ATC SOIL SAMPLE {04/17/15 - 6/30/15) | - EXCAVATION FOOTPRINT COORDINATE SYSTEM: WGS 1984 |2 - #/3/2018] Creative thinking.Custom soluions.
Z1 @ EZMANAGETECH SOIL SAMPLE (02/03/15) WEB MERCATOR AUXILIARY SPHERE | PROJECT: 0888821710] 800.588.7962 jwww.ensafe.com
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Table 1
Summary of Detected Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons in Soil Samples

Test Method EPA 80158 (M)
Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
21230 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021
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Table 2

Summary of Detected Volatile Organic Compounds in Soil Samples

Test Method EPA 8260

Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Vioiet Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021

Votatile Crganic Compounds {paliy)

- ] £

: 4 : g

§ H £ = 5

2 g £ :

g : < 3 ; 2 2 :

% g Y g g 3 B i = g 2 H 5

o I B = 2 5 ] el 2 5 S T

= P = o+ < ] i E @ & =] = e

Flald Sampie ID | Depth (feet bgs) Date 95-83-8 107-06-2 108-67-8 108-10-t &7-64-1 71432 100-41-4 179601-23-4 §5-47-6 R-42.5 75650 108-88-3 75-68-4

B1-1 1 4711712015 ND ND ND ND ND ND L] NP ND ND ND ND ND
B1-3 3 4172015 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND KD ND NO ND ND
B81-5 5 41172015 ND ND ND ND NO ND ND MDD ND NG ND ND ND
B2-2 2 401712015 WD ND ND ) NI ND D ND ND ND NO ND MO
B2-2 3 41772015 WD NO ND WD N ND ND [iis) ND WD ND ND ND
B2-5 5 41712015 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND D ND ND ND WD ND
B3-2 2 41772015 ND NE ND ND ND ND ND nND D ND ND ND WD
B83-3 3 4172015 ND WD ND ND NEY O ND D ND N NO ND ND
B3-5 5 1015 MO [z] ND WD il ND ND ND WD ND ND ND NO
B4-2 2 4/ TI2015 ND NI ND ND ND ND WE ND ] NEx ND WD NO
84-3 3 41712045 ND ND ND ND ND WD NE ND ND ND ND ND NE
B4-5 5 4412075 ND D NEY ND NO ND ND ND MWD N ND N N
BdA-2 2 562017 ND ND N ND ND N ND ND ND NG ND ND ND
B4A-B & 6/6:2017 ND WD ND ND ND ND NEY ND ND N N ND Nix
B5-2 2 5612017 MO MO ND ND ND D NI ND ND WD N ND NI
BS-5 5 5672017 ND ND ND NO ND ND ND ND ND NO ND ND ND
B5-10 10 6/6/2017 A NA NA HA NA NA NA NA BA NA NA NA NA
B5-15 15 5i8/2017 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA N NA NA
B3-25 25 5/Bf2017 N ND ND ] ND ND ND sl ND ND ND ND ND
B6-2 2z BI6/201T HND 598 NO 806 108 576 322 500 3.40 4.18 43.5 4.67 13.1
B&-5 8 5/6/2017 15.0 6.9 5.24 ND ND 52 2.42 12.9 7.88 50.5 7.7 12.4 40.8
2610 10 5/B/201F N> ND ND ND NDO ND ND ] ND ND ND ND ND
BE-15 15 5612017 HD N ND [aiv] ND ND WD [s) NC N ND ND ND
BE6-20 20 5/B/2017 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
B8-25 25 50612017 ND ND MND WO N ND ND WD ND ND ND al] ND
B7-2 2 B30/2015 NA A, A NA NA NA NA NA NA [ NA NA NA
B7-5 & 61302015 NA A NA N&, NA NA NA NA NA A NA NA NA
B7-10 10 6/30/2015 NA NA NA NA NA NA A NA NA NA NA NA A
87-15 15 B{30/2015 NA MA A NA NA NA heA NA NA WA NA NA hA
B7-20 20 B8/30£2015 NA NA NA A NA NA NA NA NA NA MA NA NA
Bg-2 2 6i30/2015 NA NA A NA NA NA A A NA NA NA NA hA
B8-5 & /302016 NA NA A NA NA NA NA A NA NA NA NA MNA
B5-10 10 6130/2015 A NA NA hA NA NA A NA NA& NA NA hA NA
B8-15 16 3012015 BEA NA NA A NA NA NA A BA NA NA NA MA
B8-20 20 3012015 ety NA NA A NA NA MNA hA NA NA NA A MNA
B2-3 3 BI30f2015 N, NA NA N& NA NA NA NA [ NA NA NA NA
BO-5 5 /30,2018 A NA NA NA NA NA NA NA Na NA NA b NA
BY-10 10 3012015 NA ha NA NA Ra NA NA NA hA NA NA A NA
B9-15 15 B/30/201 5 A NA NA NA NA NA NA A A NA NA A WA
B9-20 16 6/30/2015 NA HNA NA NA A NA NA NA NA NA NA N NA
B10-3 3 B8/30/2013 A HNA NA NA A A NA NA NA NA NA WA Na
B10-5 5 613012015 NA A NA NA o, WA NA NA NA NA NA HNA NA
B10-10 10 B/3072015 MA A NA NA NA NA WA NA HNA NA NA NA NA
BIG-15 15 B/30/2015 NA A NA NA NA NA NA NA NA N NA NA A
B10-20 20 Bf30/2015 NA A NA MNA NA NA Na NA NA WA NA NA NA
B1t-2 2 6130/2015 NA A N&, NA NA WA NA NA NA A NA NA NA
Bi1-5 § B/307201% MNA hA NA NA NA NA A NA NA NA N& NA N
B11-1Q 10 6/3Di2015 NA hiA NA Na NA NA A NA NA NA NA NA NA
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Table 2
Continued from previous page
Summary of Detected Volatile Organic Compounds in Soil
Samples Test Method EPA 8260
Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021

Vaolatile Organic Compaunds (pg}kg)

= & 3

B a I ] E £

H 3 : 5 z £

£ z : : g :

£ b i 3 . o g 2 3 £

£ 3 & z i g H z 3 2 3 § z

it 2 bt 2 i ] & & = 3 z a K

] 2 2 3 4 g i £ 3 A £ £ £

Fleld Sampie I Depth (fest bgs} Date 95-63-6 107-06-2 108678 108-10-1 67-64-1 71432 100-4% -4 179607234 95476 100425 75650 108-68.3 75554

B11.15 15 B/30/2015 NA NA NA MNA N A BiA BEA NA NA 7Y M NA
Bi1-20 20 5/20/2015 NA NA NA NAa NA NA HA NA NA NA, NA NA NA
B12-3 3 B/30/2016 NA NA NA HA WA N4, hA heA NA NA, A NA NA
B125 k] 613012015 NA NA NA NA NA NA gy NA NA NA NA NA A
Bi2-t 10 613012016 NA NA NA NA NA KA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Bf2-18 15 63012015 A NA HNA HNA NA A HA NA NA NA NA BA A
B12-20 20 63012015 NA NA, HNA NA NA NA NA NA NA& hA BA NA NA
813-2 2 B30/2015 NA HNA A Ha NA HA NA NA NA NA A NA NA
B13-5 & 83012015 NA NA HA NA NA NA NA NA WA NA NA NA NA
81310 10 BI302015 NA A NA HA Nb NA WA NA NA MR DA NA NA
B13-15 15 6302015 NA A A MA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA, NA
B13-20 20 36015 NA A A A NA, NA NA MA MNA NA A NA WA
EAQT-S-027 2 21372016 N, NA NA NA A NA NA NA NA Na NA NA NA,
EANM-5-05* 5 2132018 NA NA hA NA A A, NA WA NA NA iR HA NA
FAQ-S-10" 10 2/3/2016 NA NA Na NA MNA NA NA NA NA NA A HA NA
EAQ2-G-02" 2 23/2016 NA NA MA NA NA A, NA NA NA NA [ NA NA.
EAD2-5-05* 5 24312016 NA HNA NA, NA NA kA NA NA NA NA A NA NA
EANZ-G 10 20352016 NA NA MA NA NA A NA NA WA NA NA NA
EAD3-5-02" 2 24312016 NA NA MNA NA NA Ra RA NA NA NA NA HNA NA
EADR-S-05" 5 20312016 NA Na Na Na A beh, HA NA NA NA NA A
EAU3-5-10* 10 21372016 NA NA NA NA NA A NA NA WA NA NA A, NA
F2-8P1" - Bi2512016 NA NA MNA A hA A BEA hiA NA NA A N& NA
E£2-5P2" - B/25/15 000 hA A NA A Na NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
51 - FI2PIT 000 ND ND ND KD NE (& iG] ND ND ND ND ND O
32 - TIATIT DOT ND ND ND ND ND MNE ND ND ND NG NLx ND ND

53 - 27T 000 ND RO L) N KD NO NE NG ND ND N ND NO

S84 - TRTNT Q00 ND ND ND ND NI N ND ND ND WD ND ND ND
38 - 277 000 ND HND ND WD NEY NB HE N0 NR ND NDY NE ND
58 - TI2T17 0:00 ND D ND ND ND N ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
57 - P27 000 ND T MND ND NE ND ND ND ND ND ND NE ND
3E - 727117 0:00 ND ND ND ND NEY ] HE ND ND ND N2 ND WD

Residential ITSC Gcreening Levels {ugikg) - B R - - 330 - - - - - 1,100,000 1,200,000
Commercial DTSC Screening Levels {uafkg) - - - - - 1.400 - - - - - 5,400,000 5,400,000
Residentull Ragion & REL (uglky) 300,000 460 270,000 33,000,000 61000000 1,200 5,800 660,000 5,000,000 - 4,800,000 23,000,000
Commerciat Region B RSL (ug/kg) 1,800,000 2,000 1,500,000 140,000.000 670,000,000 5,100 26,000 - 2.800,000 35,000,000 - 47,000,000 350.000,000

Notes:

pgfkg - micrograms per liler

bgs - below ground surface

N - denoles resull was betow Be deleclion imit

NA - Not apalyzed

*" Nol Aveilable

Human Heallh Risk Assessment Note 3 - DTSC-Modifled Screening Levals {DTSC-SLs), January 2018 Update.
USIIPA - Regional Screening 1evels {RSLs) - Gereric Tables THQ 1.0 (November 2047)
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Tabile 3
Summary of Detected Title 22 Metals in Soil Samples
Test Method EPA 6010B / STLC 60108
Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 80021

THle 22 - Mafsin (matki)
Antimony Arsanic Barlum Baryllium Cadmium Chromium Cobait Copper Lend Mobybdanum Nigkei Sslamium Silvar Thatilum Vanadium Zine Marcury
7440423 T440-47-3 7430.82.7 7435.82-1
Depth: Th40-36-0 7440-38-2 T44D-35-3 T440-41-7 740439 7440484 TA40-50-8 7435587 TA4R-B2-0 T7E2-49-2 440274 D28 40622 TAA0-BE-B 7438-87-6
Field ampie 10 feet bris) Date TIC STLC TILC STLC
81 B AMTi2015 wD 308 112 N e 7 HA 106 et a8h hA ND 133 D ND HD 82 526 0174
413 3 411712015 WD 286 12 [ WD 2| NA 10.2 159 3747 [ D 136 ND D il 86 525 ND
Bi5 5 4TS HD 269 101 NDY ND 6.8 hay 0. 14 326 A HD 1.3 ND D o 78 472 No
B2 2 ATIZ015 751 947 438 ND ND W2 NA 143 4510 267 NA 16 258 NG 14z ND 207 Mz NO
B23 a AFT12015 N 318 148 N& NO 217 e s 183 387 NA 147 17.1 MO ND N0 498 70.8 =
25 B ATIZ015 MO 257 102 ND e 168 NA 0.1 259 457 HA 122 167 N ND ND 8.8 513 ND
B37 2 HATIR015 ND 154 559 ND ND 13 Na 747 826 248 NA HD 17.5 NG ND ND 294 58 NO
nas 3 AATI2015 WO 2.5 107 HD NO 168 NA 10.3 42 342 NA ND 1658 N NE KO 28 504 418
B35 5 ATIR2015 N 328 448 ND ] 178 NA 0.8 214 102 N& HO 218 N ND [l 387 543 azr
Ba2 3 411712015 N 2.5 038 ND NS 28 NA .27 150 305 Ma HD 135 ND NO NO 353 7T NG
B3 3 4TINS [ 244 115 ND ND 128 HA 0.7 177 4p0 NA ) 148 ND NE ND 03 5.6 ND
845 5 HTI015 N aTe 124 Hp =] 204 NA 124 4T 382 NA ) 143 (0] ] NE 14 554 ND
Banz 2 5i6/2017 ND 274 759 ] ND 125 WA £26 253 5.0 WA ND 159 o iy N 30.1 nz 4.108
B4AE 5 SI612017 ND 231 08 ND ND 03 NA 100 6.3 [ HA NO 1.4 HD ND N 308 506 D
B5.2 2 5(G/2017 NG 1.20 58.2 KO ND S48 NA S04 10 246 NA N2 748 ND ND NO 6 334 WD
BSS5 g SIG2017 ND 2.78 121 L] NO 18,1 HA 11.2 16.8 3.75 HA NO 123 HD N ND 4440 52.9 HD
8510 W 5612017 [y N %8 NA e, A nA NA HA nA 2 Ha Na NA NA NA A NA NA
B5.26 25 5iB/204T ND 147 [ KD Ho 825 £ [T 245 522 e ND 4 ND tity ) 187 .8 D
862 2 BiBI01T 0.1 .3 269 NO 545 51T A 12 205 A4 A £.07 524 135 82 wo b1 156D 305
866 5 BIB/201T 1.0 547 320 ND 594 585 hua 932 195 2 N a5 523 HD 5,66 ND 203 4060 N>
510 6 562047 w0 144 803 NG MO 9.80 A .43 .06 4d3 NA WD 121 [ Ho HD 258 43t ND
Bé-15 5 5612017 NA HA NA A NA tin. NA A HA NA A A A HA NA NA A bln HA
B6-20 20 BIB201T NA RA NA NA NA A NA A HA A MA hi E2y NA NA NA HA HA NA
525 25 5/62017 NO 1.83 s ND NO "z A 7.0 33 418 NA B 858 no Ny HD s 418 NG
B2 F B/20/2015 N 2.66 142 WD L=} 164 NA 1.2 64 .68 NA ND 18 N2 NO KO 414 6.2 Mo
B7-5 5 BI30/2015 452 TR 194 N 3.32 3250 NA 24E 291 265 N& 70.1 1860 NE A4 ND 37 70 0.282
BT-1D 10 BI3012015 NA NA NA NA NA NA, NA Na NA NA NA NA NA A NA NA NA NA 1Y
8715 15 Bi30/2015 KA NA WA NA A NA b A N A NA NA A NA KA A NA A A
BT-20 20 6/30/20%5 A e Ha NA ik e A HA A NA HA NA NA NA NA NA NA RA HA
8.2 2 83012015 551 .75 187 N [ $55 A 107 126 20 Na 6.1 56.2 ND 327 ND 258 4860 248
Ba8 5 6/30/2015 138 882 226 NO 670 e A 126 i 253 A, 854 3.5 130 545 ND 203 1620 £
210 15 63012015 NA Na N NA NA NA NA. NA Na NA A HA N NA NA HA NA Na A
BA.15 15 BI30/2015 NA NA NA NA NA NA Nh HA NA N A NA NA NA A A NA NA Na
B8.20 20 BI302015 Hh NA NA HA NA HA HA HA MA A MA HA hA A Ha A MA M& NA
B33 3 BI3012015 D 152 951 NG D 2 Ne 854 114 257 na HD 1.8 142 WD ND 125 410 ND
w5 5 BI30(2015 ND 749 132 ND D 248 Wi 4% 28.77 8.3 na 320 153 152 ND ND 323 585 N
B9-10 in 53012015 NA WA HA NA N A NA HA NA NA NA A, A tA NA NA NA A NA
8315 is 573012615 M HA HA A NA w4 e A HA HA HA A HA HA N NA NA A NA
B3.20 15 802015 A NA NA A A HA NA toh HA NA NA MA HA HA NA NA N LIS NA
5103 a B/3012015 ND 2.4 114 NE D 178 3 08 182 432 N NO 120 N ND ND s &2 ND
8105 5 83012015 ND 585 61 ND 277 250 NA T.45 208 780 NA 280 263 120 29! ND 06 1050 0.639
B10.10 n B3012015 Na NA NA A NA Na NA NA A NA NA HA A tA N NA NA NA A
BiD-15 15 53020156 NA A NA A NA wa NA A Ha NA NA na A HA NA NA NA NA v
B10-20 20 B/A012615 Har NA HA A A WA ha . NA Nbv NA KA BA HA Na NA NA HA NA
) 2 BE0I2015 N 720 up HD Ny dza A 5.20 w8 193 N 405 442 222 D ND 2.5 s Ne
8115 5 53012015 N 334 431 HD N 83 NA 04 73 304 NA ND 158 103 D ND 403 508 ND
B15-10 1 830120158 NA £ NA NA NA NA NA A A NA NA NA RA NA A A NA rA NA
81115 15 53012015 NA A NA [ NA Na NA N M nA Na NA HA Ha A A NA NA A
81130 20 £/30/2015 N& NA NA HA, A o NA [ A NA NA Ma A HA A HA M A A
8123 3 £/30/2015 ND 141 153 §D 148 220 NA 236 2 180 NA 138 184 18 N N 278 232 2213
B1z.5 5 /3072015 HE 5.8 598 ND N 153 NA 533 288 647 NA HO 154 222 ND D a1 58.0 22z
1240 1n /202015 NA N A N, NA N A A b A HA A NA N A HA NA N NA
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Table 3
Continued from previous page
Summary of Detected Title 22 Metals in Soil Samples
Test Method EPA 6010B / STLC 6010B
Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021

Title 22 - Matats (megkm)
Bngimony Arsenis Barium Bacyllium Cadmivm Chrombur ' Coball Goppar Lead Motybdsnum Nickel Setenium E Silvar Thatilum Manadivey Zlng Marcury
40473 | 7440473 7439821 § 7439821
Bepth 7440550 T440-36-2 | 7440-33-2 40417 T4ARA2G 7440-48-4 440-50-8 7439987 7440020 1782.48.2 7440754 1440285 7440-82:2 2440665 P43ET0
FloigSampiero | ect bus) Date e SR Piic sne
B2 15 B30/2015 WA NA KA HA, A N wA HA A, nNA NA HA WA HA NA NA NA A, HA,
Bi2.20 20 £/30/2015 NA N& NA HA A NA NA NA KA i b A WA KA HA Na N, A NA
B3z 2 B/30/2015 am 2.35 836 N e 2 5 NA 502 889 119 A 1.98 247 13 D RO 187 11 e
8135 5 SI302015 NO 147 a7 [ N 6.78 & agT 545 188 N NO 507 Np 0 D 223 265 3
B30 o &/30/2015 A NA A N, NA Iy NA N £ A, A NA ) Na A NA A Aa Na
BYAS 15 83012015 NA N A N NA wa NA A, ES A A NA A Nay NA hA WA LS NA
At320 0 S30/2015 ) N WA NA NAy A ) [0 NA N Ald ) W N Ay A nA KA N&
EADT-S47 z 20372018 N A NA N NAy . N it A ZA4 NA A b NA A A NA HA HA
EADT-5405 5 23016 HE [ Ha NA NA T HA WA HA By 138 HA N N Ty A HA A NA A
EADT-8.10 10 232018 A A A Ny WA WA [ NA. A 523 4.20 N N A A, A NA NA h
EADZ-3-07 z 23r2016 NA HA HA A RA HA N Hu N4 420 MA HA [y i HA HA A A A
EATZ-8-05 5 ar018 N N N NA [ NA. . A g +.35 HA M WA WA NA HA A HA A
EAJ2.S 18 10 2372018 A hA hiA A HA NA Pk hA HA 118 [T [ bl A A NA A NA [
EADY-5-07 2 231216 A 1 Na HA HA NA i N NA 158 $A} A A, HA NA N HE HA m
[ 5 222016 N& NA HA NA NA A HA [y [ 279 ra WA HA HA NA HA HA HA A
EAg2-5-10 10 2raip0 15 NA [ [ HA A HA [ NA [ 265 HA A NA A NA [y n HA A
EZ-5P1 #2512016 NA nA A A NA 3 N2 WA HA, HA A HA NA A HA A A HA A
EZ.5F2 §/25/20%6 NA [ HA ) NA 88,1 1.14 KA R NA HA NA NA Ka [ A HA [T A
81 FETR0tT NA HA Na NA A 5. NA A 6.0 348 NA A NA Ha, NA HA A Na NA
e T2 Ni HA [ A NA B4 NA A [ 47 [ A R KA NA A NA Na NA.
53 221017 A HA WA NA A 67 A NA 272 £ NA NA NA A A NA NA& L A
§4 712712017 i NA WA e, [ 172 NA i 422 425 A A A HA A A NA NA N
S5 Fiaagn7 A HA NA i b 152 A A 49 A8 M hA A A T HA WA A A
SE 712112017 HA KA A e, o 188 A NA, TAE 23 KA NA NA A A A [y e, NA
57 7H3ng 16h Ni HA Na Na 17.2 A A 583 218 N4 4 HA AR A A A A [
s (1A BT 14 A N ha, A 205 [ A 450 322 N [ , NA, 2, [y NA NA ok
Residenlisl DTSC Scresning Levels {mpika) - 818 1LEG - - ~ ag B - 15,060 340 - 380 - 1
Commercial DTSC Screaning Lavsls (mgikg - 036 - 5300 - - - 320 320 54,000 . 1,560 N +,080 5

Rusldeniial Rogion B REL {mdikg) Ef] [T 15000 160 71 P 3108 400 400 350 1,500 80 360 078 380 3,000 [
Commerchal fegion § RSL {mylke) 470 3 220,000 2300 e 351 47,600 800 B0 £ 300 220010 56800 5800 2 5500 380,600 48

Moo

gy - miliprares por Sdlogram
b - below ground suracs

NA - ok anzlyzed

©5 resull wat below tha delection fimit

- ol availabie

DTSC-Modied Soreening Levels (DTSC.8LsY, January 2018 Undste,
evels (RSLS) - Generic Tables THQ 1.0 {MNovamber 2017}
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Tabie 4

Summary of Detected Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs-Aroclors} in Soil Samples

Test Method EPA 8082

Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021

PCB Compounds (ug'kg)
Aroclor-1016 Aroclor-£254 Arocior-1260
Depth (feet
Field Sample ID bgs) Date 12674-11-2 11097-69-1 11096-82-5
B1-1 1 4172015 ND N ND
B1-3 3 4172015 ND ND ND
B81-5 5 41712015 ND ND ND
Bz2Z 2 41712015 ND ND ND
82-3 3 411712015 ND ND ND
B82-5 5 471712015 ND ND NP
B3-2 2 4{17/2015 ND ND NG
B3-3 3 4/17/12015 ND ND ND
B3-5 5 A17/2015 ND ND ND
B4-2 2 4172015 ND 241 ND
B4-3 3 4/17/2015 ND ND ND
B4-5 5 ANM7/2015 ND ND ND
BdA-2 2 562017 ND ND ND
B4A-5 5 5672017 ND ND ND
B5-2 2 5812017 ND ND ND
B5-5 5 56/2017 ND NO ND
B5-10 10 51612017 ND ND ND
B5-25 25 1612017 ND ND ND
86-2 2 562017 5600 350 169
86-8 53 5612017 4390 267 ND
B86-10 10 518/2017 ND ND NE
Bg§-15 15 516/2017 130 ND ND
B6-20 20 5/8/2017 98.5 ND ND
B6-25 25 5/8/2017 ND ND ND
B7-2 2 6/30/2015 NA NA NA
B7-5 5 6/30/2015 2730 403 ND
B7-10 10 /3072015 ND ND ND
B7-15 15 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
B7-20 20 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
BB-2 2 8202015 NA NA NA
B&-5 5 6/20/2015 11300 502 ND
B8-10 10 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
B8-15 15 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
B&-20 20 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
BO-3 3 6/30/2015 NA NA NA
BE-5 5 6/30/2015 ND 233 65.5
B9-10 10 6/30/20158 ND ND N
B9-15 15 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
B9-20 15 6130/2015 ND ND ND
B10-3 3 6/30/2015 NA NA NA
B10-5 5 6/30/2015 110 72 59
Bi0-10 10 63012015 ND ND ND
B103-15 15 6/30/2015% ND ND ND
B10-20 20 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
B11-2 2 6/30/2015 NA NA NA
B11-5 5 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
B11-10 18 6/30/2015 ND ND NG
B11-15 15 6/30/2015 ND ND NE
B11-20 20 63012015 ND ND NED
B12-3 3 8/30/2015 NA NA NA
B12-5 5 8/30/2015 396 135 N
812-10 10 8/30/2015 ND ND ND
B812-15 15 83072015 ND ND ND
B812-20 20 §{30/2015 ND ND ND
B13-2 2 8/30/2015 NA MNA NA
B13-5 5 8/30/2015 ND ND ND
B13-10 10 B/30/2015 ND ND ND
B13-15 15 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
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Table 4

Summary of Detected Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs-Aroclors) in Soil Samples

Test Method EPA 3082

Lowe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 80021

PCB Compounds (uglkg)
Aroclor-101§ Aroclor-1254 Aroclor-1260
Cepth (feet
Field Sample ID bgs} Date 12674-11-2 11097-69-1 11096-82-5
B13-20 20 6/30/2015 ND ND ND
EAQ1-5-02 2 21312016 ND ND ND
EAQT-5-05 5 2/3/2016 ND ND ND
EA01-8-10 10 21312016 ND ND ND
EA02-8-02 2 21312016 ND NE ND
EAG2-5-05 21312015 ND ND ND
EAQ2-8-10 10 21312016 ND ND ND
EA03-5-02 Z 2/3{2016 NA NA NA
EAQ3-8-05 5 213/2016 NA NA NA
EA03-5-10 10 2/3/2016 NA NA NA
E2-85P1 - NA ND ND ND
E2-8P2 - NA ND ND ND
81 - Ti2712017 ND ND ND
52 - TI27/2017 ND ND ND
83 - TI2TR201T NDR ND ND
54 - TI2712017 ND ND ND
S5 - F{earicns ND ND ND
56 - TI2TI2017 ND ND NE
57 - FRT2017 ND ND NI
S8 - Ti2T712017 ND ND ND
Residential DTSC Screening Leveis (ug/kg) - - .
Commercial DTSC Screening Levels (ug/kg) - - -
Residential Region 9 RSL {ug/kg) 4,100 240 240
Commercial Region 9 RSL (ugikg) 27,000 70 980

Notes:

uglkg - micrograms per kilogram

bgs - below ground surface

PC8 - polychlorinated biphanyls
ND - denotes result was below the detection fimit

NA - denotes samiple not analyzed

"-" - Not available

Human Health Risk Assessment Note 3 - DTSC-Modified Screening Levels (DTSC-SLs), January 2018 Update,

USEPA - Regional Screening Levels (RSLs) - Generic Tables THQ 1.0 (November 2017}
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Table 5

Summary of Detected Volatile Organic Compounds in Soil Vapor Samples

Test Method EPA 82605V (Modified EPA 8260B}
l.owe Enterprises Real Estate Group
2130 Violet Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021

Volatile Organic Compounds {ug/L}

o
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&
Flold Sample ID | Depth {feet bgs) Date 127-18-4
Sv-1 2.5 114712014 ND
Sv-2 25 11712014 ND
Sv-3 2.5 117712014 ND
SV-4 25 117712014 0.10
SV-4 Dup 2.5 11712014 o114
SV-8 25 11772014 ND
Residential DTSC Screening Levels 4.60E-04
Commercial DTSC Screening Levels 2.00E-03
Residential Ragion 9 RSL. 1.10E-02
Commercial Region 9 RSL 4.70E-02

Nofes:

ug/L - micrograms per liter

bgs - below ground surface

ND - denctes result was below the detaction imit

Human Health Risk Assessment Note 3 — DTSC-Medified Screening Levels (DTSC-SLs), January 2018 Update.
USEPA - Regionat Screening Levels (RSLs) THQ 1.0 - Genenc Tables (November 2017}
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\(‘, Department of Toxic Substances Control

tthew Barbara A. iee, Director
ba Rodiquez - 9211 Qakdale Avenue Edmund G. Brown Jr,

i e ton Chatsworth, California 91311 Govemor

April 20, 2018

Mr. Jim Madden, PG, LEED AP, CEM
EnSafe Inc. \
5001 Airport Plaza Drive; Suite 260

Long Beach, California 90815

APPROVAL OF REVISED PRELIMINARY ENDGANGERMENT ASSESSMENT
(PEAE) EQUIVALENT- ADDITIONAL SITE CHARACTERIZATION FOR 2130 VIOLET
STREET LOS ANGELES, SITE CODE (301807).

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) reviewed the Revised Preliminary
Endangerment Assessment Equivalent (PEAE) Additional Site Characterization
Workplan (EnSafe, April 5, 2018). The PEAE was reviewed pursuant to the Voluntary
Cleanup Agreement (VCA 17/18-038).

The Site is approximately 0.74 acres and is located in an industrial zoned area of Los
Angeles, From the 1800’s until 2016 the Site has been utilized for industrial/commercial
purposes. Historically, the Site was used for cold storage by the oil and gas industries,
as an automotive impound, for the pattemn works industry, as a metal polishing shop,
and as a radio and repair shop. A commercial metal recycling center was active onsite
from 2012 until 2016. There is a building located on the westem portion of the Site with
suspected hazardous waste stored in drums and in crates. The remainder of the Site is
unpaved and currently vacant. Ensafe met with DTSC on March 8, 2018 to discuss the
Scope of Work. DTSC’s comments and recommendations from that meeting and
subsequent emails thereafter dated March 28, 2018, and Apn! 2, 2018 have been
incorporated into the Workplan which was submitted by EnSafe to DTSC on April 5,

2018.

Multiple Site assessments were conducted fo evaluate potential impacts from past
environmental concems at the Site, These reports summarized Site characterization
activities since 2014 and include the following: Phase II Environmental Site Assessment
Report (Certified Environmental Consultants, Inc., November 13, 2014), Limited Phase
II Site Assessment Report (Cardrio ATC, August 20, 2015), Excavation Observation and
Stockpile Sampling (E2 ManageTech, Inc., December 8, 2016), Phase I Environmental
Site Assessment Report (Partner Engineering and Science, Inc., January 26, 2017),
Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Equivalent Reports: Confirmation Soil Sampling
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Report (Partner Engineering and Science, Inc., August 3, 2017), and the Additional Site
Investigation (E2 ManageTech, Inc. March 2016).

The Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Equivalent (PEAE) Additional Site
Characterization Workplan provides additional soil vapor sampling in the onsite building,
in the unpaved yard and additional confirmation sampling in the excavation pit to
provide a more complete characterization of the Site and to address remaining data
gaps.

DTSC hereby approves EnSafe’s Revised Preliminary Endangerment Assessment
Equivalent Additional Site Characterization Workplan. Please notify DTSC seven (7)
business days before the start of work (markings). Provide DTSC with a work
implementation schedule, which includes the dates for marking the sampling locations,
drilling and sampling so that DTSC may provide the appropriate oversight. In addition,
please ensure that all work performed is done in accordance with the Workplan, Please
consult with DTSC prior to any deviations from Workplan, should they occur. If you have
any questions, please contact me at (818) 717-6543, or e-maiil
folashade.simpson@disc.ca.gov.

Sijay' d
Folashade Simpson, M.S., RE.H.S.
Project Manager

Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program — Chatsworth Office
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