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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
(California Environmental Quality Act Section 15062)

Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152 (b). Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21167 (d), the filing of this notice 
starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to the approval of the project. Failure to file this notice with the County Clerk 
results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days.____________________________________________________________
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PROJECT TITLE 
Q? VTT-74301-SL

LOG REFERENCE 
ENV-2016-1898-CE

PROJECT LOCATION 
Q 5081-5083 Highland View Avenue

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT:
Q A Vesting Tentative Tract Map for the demolition of a single-family residence and the construction, use, and maintenance 
of six (6) small lot homes on a 9,800 square-foot lot. Two parking spaces will be provided for each new small lot home and
will be located within private garages. _______________________________________________________________
NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT, IF OTHER THAN LEAD CITY AGENCY:
Q

CONTACT PERSON
Q Jenna Monterrosa

AREA CODE [TELEPHONE NUMBER | 
213 Q 978-1377

EXT.
Q

EXEMPT STATUS: (Check One)

STATE CEQA GUIDELINES CITY CEQA GUIDELINES

MINISTERIAL Sec. 152689 Art. II, Sec. 2b

DECLARED EMERGENCY Sec. 15269 Art. II, Sec. 2a (1)9

EMERGENCY PROJECT Sec. 15269 (b)&(c)9 Art. II, Sec. 2a (2) & (3)

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION Sec. 15300 et seq. Art. Ill, Sec. 1Y

Class 32 Category (City CEQA Guidelines)

OTHER (See Public Resources Code Sec. 21080 (b) and set forth state and City guideline provision.9

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION: In-fill development meeting the conditions described in this section, (a) The project is consistent with the 
applicable general plan designation and all applicable general plan policies as well as with the applicable zoning designation and regulations, (b) The proposed development 
occurs within city limits on a project site of no more than five acres substantially surrounded by urban uses, (c) The project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or 
threatened species, (d) Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality, (e) The site can be adequately 
served by all required utilities and public services._________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENV-2016-1898-CE
Class 32 Exemption

Project Description:

The request involves a Vesting T entative T ract Map (VTT-74301-SL) for the demolition of a single-family 
residence and the construction, use, and maintenance of six (6) small lot homes on a 9,800 square-foot 
lot. Two parking spaces will be provided for each new small lot home and will be located within private 
garages.

Pursuant to Section 21084 of the California Public Resources Code, the above referenced project has 
been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and which shall, therefore, be exempt 
from the provisions of CEQA. On September 30, 2016, a Categorical Exemption (Class 32) was issued 
by the Department of City Planning for the proposed project.

The five (5) conditions which the project must meet in order to qualify for the Class 32 Categorical 
Exemption are as follows: (a) The project is consistent with the applicable general plan designation and 
all applicable general plan policies as well as with the applicable zoning designation and regulations; (b) 
The proposed development occurs within city limits on a project site of no more than five acres 
substantially surrounded by urban uses; (c) The project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare 
or threatened species; (d) Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects relating to 
traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality; and (e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities 
and public services. As mentioned, the site is zoned RD1.5-1 and has a General Plan Land Use 
Designation of Low Medium II Residential. As a development consisting of six residential units on a lot 
that is 9,800 square feet in size, the project is conformance with the General Plan and Zoning designation. 
The subject site is wholly within the City of Los Angeles, on a site that is approximately 0.22 acres.

Exceptions to the use of Categorical Exemptions:

Planning staff evaluated the exceptions to the use of Categorical Exemptions for the proposed ordinance 
listed in "CEQA Guidelines” Section 15300.2 and determined that none of the exceptions apply to the 
proposed ordinance as described below:

A. Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be 
located -- a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a 
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply 
all instances, except where the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous 
or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by 
federal, state, or local agencies.

N/A: The project has been issued a Class 32 Exemption.

B. Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact 
of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.

The development of the project site with six dwelling units is consistent with the zone and land 
use designation of the site, as designated by the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan. The 
Community Plan’s designation of the site for multi-family density and uses was completed in 
anticipation of environmental impacts based on the maximum allowable density for the project 
site and the surrounding area. The proposed project is not requesting any deviations from what 
is otherwise permitted by the underlying zoning of the site. Similarly, other by-right projects in the 
surrounding area would have been analyzed for their environmental impacts during the



ENV-2016-1898-CE
Class 32 Exemption

preparation of the Community Plan and are not subject to further CEQA review. Any project 
proposing to deviate from the Community Plan and underlying zone would require a CEQA 
clearance and impacts would be mitigated for the project individually.

A successive project of the same type and nature would reflect a development that is consistent 
with the underlying land use designation and Los Angeles Municipal Code. Any such project 
would be subject to Regulatory Compliance Measures (RCMs), which require compliance with 
the City of Los Angeles Noise Ordinance; pollutant discharge, building code and regulated 
construction methods, dewatering, stormwater mitigations; and Best Management Practices for 
stormwater runoff. These RCMs will reduce potential impacts to less than significant and would, 
therefore, not create a cumulative impact.

C. Significant Effect Due to Unusual Circumstances. A categorical exemption shall not be used for 
an activity where there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on 
the environment due to unusual circumstances.

There is no reasonable possibility that the proposed project will have a significant effect due to 
unusual circumstances. Construction of the project would be subject to Regulatory Compliance 
Measures (RCMs), which require compliance with the City of Los Angeles Noise Ordinance; 
pollutant discharge, building code and regulated construction methods, dewatering, stormwater 
mitigations; and Best Management Practices for stormwater runoff, among others. The project is 
an infill project located an in an existing multiple- and single- family developed residential 
neighborhood, with no identifiable unusual circumstances that present a likelihood of significant 
effects on the environment.

D. Scenic Highway. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic 
highway. This does not apply to improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted 
negative declaration or certified EIR.

The project will not damage scenic resources within a designated scenic highway. The project is 
not located on a designated scenic highway and will not impact any identified scenic resources, 
such as trees, buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources.

E. Hazardous Waste Site. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site 
which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

The project site has not been identified as a hazardous waste site.

In addition, a number of existing state and federal laws and programs apply to hazards and 
hazardous materials and would apply to subsequent future individual development projects. 
These include the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, California Fire Codes, Senate Bill 
1082 (Facilities Subject to Corrective Action), Department of Health Services regulations, and 
Department of Housing regulations. Finally, Municipal Code Section 54.05 requires that a 
hazardous substance clearance report, including provisions for site remediation if warranted, be 
approved by the County Health Department and recorded with the County for sale or transfer of 
any property, upon which there has been an unauthorized disposal or release of a hazardous 
substance.
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F. Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

An approved Phase I Historic Resource Assessment Report confirms that that the existing 
structure on the site, while a small bungalow-style hours that was built in 1922, is not a good 
representation of the Life of Independent Eagle Rock, 1886-1923, nor is it a good representation 
of the Craftsman bungalow style, 1905-1930. As such, the existing structure on site was not 
deemed eligible as an individual historic resource.

Therefore, based on the facts herein, it can be found that the project meets the qualifications of 
the Class 32 Exemption.


