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January 23, 2018 
 
 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell  
Chair, Arts, Entertainment, Parks & River Committee (AEP&R) 
Los Angeles City Council  
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Re: Council File #17-0453 
 
Dear Councilmember O’Farrell: 

It is my understanding the Los Angeles City Council Arts, Entertainment, Parks and 
River Committee is scheduled to hear Councilmember Paul Koretz’ motion (council file 
# 17-0453) to relocate the Los Angeles Zoo's male elephant, Billy, to a sanctuary. It is to 
oppose this motion that I am writing to you today. 

The Los Angeles Zoo has been a continuously accredited member of the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) for nearly 40 years. AZA accreditation is regarded as the 
gold standard for animal care in a zoological setting, an honor for only 10 percent of 
U.S. zoos. The zoo and their staff represent the very best in the zoological profession, 
and it is demonstrated every day as they care for their elephants. 

In 2011, the AZA Board of Directors adopted even more rigorous and detailed standards 
specific to the care of elephants at AZA-accredited zoos. They have been refined and 
updated several times since then to reflect the state of the art in modern science and 
zoological practices related to caring for elephants. AZA affords the very highest 
priority on the health and safety of elephants and the professionals working with 
elephants, and we monitor both of those aspects through our rigorous accreditation 
process.  

The Los Angeles Zoo last went through AZA’s accreditation process in December 2016. 
As part of that comprehensive inspection, the AZA accreditation team reviewed the 
zoo’s elephant program. During that inspection, the team found that the zoo’s elephant 
program met or exceeded all of AZA’s Elephant Standards, and reported those findings 
to the AZA Accreditation Commission. 

In addition to providing superior care to their elephants, the Los Angeles Zoo is part of 
the 96 Elephants coalition, seeking to educate the public on the poaching of African 
elephants and the resulting illegal ivory trade. The elephants at Los Angeles Zoo are 
ambassadors to their cousins in the wild, and help tells the story to the tens of 
thousands of visitors to the zoo each year. 

8403 Colesville Road, Suite 710 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3314 

301-562-0777 tel  301-562-0888 fax 
www.aza.org 

 



As you may know, I was nominated by former President Barack Obama, and confirmed 
by the United States Senate, to be U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director from 2011-
2017. During my tenure we were able to lead the global fight to protect elephants from 
illegal trafficking, ban domestic ivory sales, establish global leadership by crushing ivory 
stockpiles in Denver and in Times Square, and apply successful diplomatic pressure to 
secure commitment from China to close their domestic ivory trade. We could not have 
achieved these things for wild elephants without the support of the Los Angeles Zoo, 
and more than 120 other zoos who joined with us. The public who visit these great zoos, 
and who see elephants in excellent care, are more likely to support efforts like our 
regulations banning domestic ivory sale. I understand that you care for elephants, and 
applaud your dedication, but respectfully ask your reconsideration.  

It is the sincere hope of the AZA that you reconsider this motion, and keep Billy at the 
Los Angeles Zoo.  
 
Best regards, 

 
 
 

The Honorable Daniel M. Ashe 
President and CEO, AZA 
Former Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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