
Richard Williams <rlchard.wllllams@laclty.org> 

Fwd: CF # 17·0600- Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 2017·18 & LA Justice Fund 

Erika Pulst <erika.pulst@lacity.org> 
To: Richard Williams <richard.williams@lacity.org> 

--Forwarded message--
From: Rabeya Sen <rabeya@esperanzacommunityhousing.org> 
Date: Thu, May 11, 2017 at 6:05PM 
Subject: CF # 17..0600- Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 2017-18 & LA Justice Fund 

Fri, May 12, 2017 at 8:31 AM 

To: councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org, councilmember.martinez@lacity.org, councilmember.englander@lacity.org, 
councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org 
Cc: erika. pulst@lacity.org, lisa. hansen@lacity.org, John.S .L.ee@lacity.org, jim.dantona@lacity.org, 
chad.molnar@lacity.org, areen. ibranossian@lacity.org 

Dear Chainnan Krekorian and Members of the City of LA Budget & Finance Committee, 

We respectfully submit the attached letter, on behalf of a group of Executive Directors of South Los Angeles policy and 
direct service organizations, as well as of labor, faith, and community leaders, to express our support for due process for 
all through the LA Justice Fund and for the City to commit its full share of funding from general funds. 

We thank you for your consideration. We would "Welcome the opportunity to serve as a resource to your staff. 

Best Regards, 
Rabey a 
~.s, 

Dindor qjPolifj 
Bsplrtmf(.a COIIIIIIIIfli!1 Hollling Onptn-aliiJ" 
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May 11, 2017 

Budget & Finance Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 435 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: CF # 17-0600 – Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 2017-18 & LA Justice Fund 

Dear Honorable Members of the Los Angeles City Council Budget & Finance Committee: 

We are heartened that the County and City have made commitments to fund attorneys for 
our community members facing deportation, and firmly support the creation of the LA 
Justice Fund (LAJF). However, we, the undersigned Executive Directors of South Los Angeles 
policy and direct service organizations, as well as of labor, faith, and community leaders, 
write to express our support for due process for all through the LA Justice Fund and for full 
City funding from general funds. We feel that any proposed limitations on eligibility, without, 
at the very least, allowing that a legal services provider may identify that the person may 
have a meritorious claim for relief, would have devastating effects on our community in 
South Los Angeles. Thus, we seek a fully-inclusive, universal legal representation program 
for Los Angeles immigrants, grounded in due process principles. 

We respectfully ask you to commit City funding, from general funds, to establish a program 
to provide universal legal representation for all immigrants in deportation proceedings, 
beginning with detained individuals, as other cities, such as New York and San Francisco, 
have done. Failing that, at a bare minimum, the City should approve the language endorsed 
by the Los Angeles City Council Immigrant Affairs Committee on Thursday, March 30, 2017.1

 

Legal services providers must be able to provide representation to immigrants who may 
have a meritorious claim for relief in immigration court. 

In South LA, the detention and deportation goes beyond the individual and permeates 
families and neighborhoods. South Los Angeles is home to a growing immigrant population 
and mixed status families. According to a 2016 study by the USC Center for Immigrant 
Integration, 36% of the residents in South Los Angeles are immigrants. The same study 
reports that 88% of youth in South Los Angeles are born in the United States, and 36% have 
at least one undocumented parent.2  Given these facts about the demographics of our 
community, we know that it will have a far-reaching and severe the impact, both from the 
detention/deportation actions of ICE, as well as from the denial of due process should the 
LAJF not be universal. 

                                                        
1 The City’s proposed program would exclude people with criminal convictions under Section 667.5(c) of the California Penal Code, in addition 
to people convicted of crimes highlighted by Council Member Nuri Martinez (“human trafficking, child abuse, domestic violence, and/or 
pimping”)—unless a legal services provider identifies that the person may have a meritorious claim for relief. Moreover, the City’s proposed 
program sets aside at least 70 percent of the funds for direct representation of detained immigrants in removal proceedings. 

 
2 “Roots and Raices: Latino Engagement, Place Identities and Shared Futures,” USC Study for Immigrant Integration (October 2016,)  
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Entire communities face disruption from this process. The history of South Los Angeles has 
been defined by disinvestment, over-policing, and poverty.  Even today, South LA 
communities find themselves increasingly targeted for incarceration, detention, and 
deportation – intensifying the collective trauma and daily threat of institutional violence and 
forced displacement.  An inclusive program ensures that the rights of individuals in 
deportation proceedings are protected, and that there is some protection afforded to 
community members most vulnerable to such disruption. Detention and deportation are 
disruptive to families, neighborhoods and schools. At the very least, due process helps 
families deal with the disruption by providing time and process by which to achieve some 
stability while navigating the system – this could include rejoining their families and 
communities while they await proceedings and attending to financial and other legal matters 
to take care of their loved ones. True universal representation can help our communities deal 
with this disruption.   

South LA residents could benefit from universal representation. Take Claudia Pacheco, for 
example. Claudia is a 16-year-old resident of South Los Angeles who has seen her father 
incarcerated and deported multiple times throughout her young life. When she was 5-years-
old, her father was incarcerated and subsequently deported. He did not have access to legal 
counsel for the duration of his deportation proceedings. Claudia was never able to say 
goodbye to her father before he was sent back to his home country. Her life, and the life of 
her entire family, was turned upside down. The trauma from his deportation affects her to 
this day and she has used her story to connect with other youth who have had their families 
torn apart by incarceration and deportation. Due process for all is important to ensure that 
families and communities have the legal resources to navigate the traumatic and difficult 
process of deportation hearings.  It is important for everyone to have a fair chance to keep 
their families together. Families like Claudia’s could be helped by inclusive - universal 
representation - through the LA Justice Fund.  

In response to the draconian enforcement practices put in place by the new administration, 
we had hoped that the L.A. Justice Fund would be a bold action by the County defending our 
community members who are at risk. We understand the desire to prioritize certain 
individuals such as DACA recipients and unaccompanied minors; however, prioritizing does 
not have to mean we exclude others. As you are aware, the new administration has 
prioritized targeting individuals with criminal histories regardless of the severity of the 
crimes. In fact, the majority, of individuals (151 of 161) detained in the recent ICE raids in 
Los Angeles had past criminal records, many of which reflected non-violent or non-serious 
convictions3. These are the Angelinos who would benefit most from the LA Justice Fund. Yet, 
they would be denied representation should the City choose to exclude individuals solely 
due to prior convictions under Section 667.5(c) and, as well, not allow legal services 
providers to identify that the person may have a meritorious claim for relief. Section 667.5(c) 
includes commonly charged offenses that encompass a wide range of behavior, including 
non-violent behavior. Such convictions would not alone make a noncitizen deportable or 
ineligible for relief. Excluding individuals with convictions under Section 667.5(c), from 
services would leave behind valuable members of our communities, despite having served 
                                                        
3 161 People Arrested in Controversial ICE Raids in Los Angeles Area, Associated Press (March 2016) 
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their sentence and having been deemed rehabilitated under our state penal system. The L.A. 
Justice Fund should serve to address the unfairness in our immigration system, not replicate 
it.  It should also preserve the integrity of our system by ensuring access to legal counsel for 
all, regardless of the final outcome, as due process is a cornerstone of our judicial system. 

Fundamental fairness, and our values as Angelenos, demand that when our community 
members face imprisonment and separation from their loved ones, they receive the basic 
and necessary protection of legal representation. Our immigrant community in South Los 
Angeles deserves the right to due process. We hope you can protect it by making the 
eligibility requirements align with due process for all and providing universal representation 
or, at a minimum, endorse the language as approved by the Immigrant Affairs Committee on 
Thursday, March 30, 2017.  Also, it is crucial that the City of LA allocates public funds in 
support of legal representation for detained immigrants in addition to whatever private 
funding is provided. 

 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Roberts 
Board Member 
Alliance of Californians for Community 
Empowerment 
 
Opal Tometi 
Executive Director 
Black Alliance for Just Immigration  
 
Charisse Bremond Weaver 
President/CEO 
Brotherhood Crusade 
 
Flor Rodriguez 
Executive Director 
CLEAN Carwash Campaign 
 
Alberto Retana 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Community Coalition 
 
Maisie Chin 
Executive Director 
Community Asset Development Re-
defining Education  
 
 

Benjamin Torres 
President & CEO 
Community Development Technologies 
 
 
 
Mark Anthony Johnson  
Director of Health and Wellness 
Dignity and Power Now  
 
 
Nancy Halpern Ibrahim 
Executive Director 
Esperanza Community Housing 
Corporation 
 
Pastor Sauls 
Holman United Methodist Church 
 
Lola Smallwood Cuevas 
Founding Director 
Los Angeles Black Worker Center 
 
Pete White 
Executive Director 
Los Angeles Community Action Network 
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Martha Arguello 
Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los 
Angeles 
 
 
Cynthia Strathman 
Executive Director 
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy 
 
Sandra McNeill 
Executive Director 
TRUST South LA 
 
 
Channa Grace 
Executive Director 
Women Organizing Resources, 
Knowledge and Services 
 
Kim McGill 
Organizer 
Youth Justice Coalition 
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05112/2017 13:27 FAX 213 538 0969 HEALTHCARE ASSOC . @ 0002/0002 

HOSPITAL 
ASSOCIATION 
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA® 

515 South Figueroa St., Suite 1300 

Los Angeles, California 90071·3300 

213 .538.0700 Fax 213.629.HASC (4272) 

May 12,2017 

Honorable Members of the Budget and Finance Committee 
Attention: Office of the City Clerk 
los Angeles City Hall, Room 395 
los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Members ofthe Budget and Finance Committee, 

The Hospital Association of Southern California (HASC) which represents over 35 hospitals within the 
City of los Angeles (City) wishes to provide comment on the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2017-2018. 
Specifically, HASC is concerned about the proposed cuts contained within the Homeless Budget and its 
impact on clients as the City seeks to shift the expenditure costs to Measure H. However, the Board of 
Supervisors is not expected to act on a Measure H spending plan until mid-June. 

In 2016, the City took a leadership rote by approving its Comprehensive Homeless Strategy that outlined 
a plan to assist the approximate 26,000 individuals who are homeless in the City of los Angeles. 
Approval of this plan was followed by targeted financial investments that would address the needs of 
unsheltered and sheltered individuals and families. Voters affirmed their support for addressing this 
societal problem by approving Proposition HHH as a funding source to create housing for chronically 
homeless individuals. As the City embarks to implement Proposition HHH, now is not the time to curtail 
its investment despite the recent passage of Measure H; which the County of los Angeles has yet to 
finalize its spending plan. HASC therefore is particularly concerned how the proposed budget reductions 
will adversely impact the scaling of the Coordinated Entry System and associated housing placements 
which serve adults and transitional aged youth. 

I respectfully request that the Budget and Finance Committee restore $32 million in funding that has 
enabled the City to make incremental steps toward assisting homeless individuals while a long-term 
permanent funding stream is finalized. This ensures that residents/clients, served by Crisis and Bridge 
Housing for Singles and Youth System; Domestic Violence Program for Singles and Families; Rapid Re­
Housing Vouchers; and the Coordinated Entry System among other programs, do not find themselves 
homeless once again given the Proposed Budget's reliance to supplant with Measure H dollars. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. 
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