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Wayne Nastri 
Executive Officer
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 Octooer 25, 2017

Dcar Mr. Nastri,

Our organizations are very concerned about the lack of protections for communities in the 
proposed chrome plater rule which South Coast is planning on issuing in a few months. The rule 
has been significantly weakened since !t was first proposed, abandoning ambient monitoring 
provisions, scaling back the use of HEPA filters, and removing the requirements for total 
enclosure with negative air. To say we are disappointed is an understatement

Chrome platers emitting hexavalent chromium into our communities have been very 
problematic in the South Coast Basin for a long time. Many of our organizations worked on the 
existing state rule in 2006 and the subsequent local rules in South Coast. We pushed hard for 
the best protections available then, and to have more stringent requirement for platers located 
next to schools and sensitive receptors. It is apparent to us now that many facilities just did not 
comply with the rules and some sources went completely unregulated altogether From the 
plater next tc Suva School, to Master Plating, to the platers in Paramount and Compton now, 
the devastating public health effects to communities hosting these plating operations are an 
endemic part of the terrible history of environmental injustice in the South Coast region.

Chrome platers are concentrated in the Los Angeles area. No one really knows how many of 
these facilities exist, not even your own staff, but over 10% of all the chrome platers in the 
nation call the South Coast air basin their home. New facilities operating without permits are 
discovered often. These platers, already concentrated in our air basin, are further concentrated 
in low-income communities of color where enforcement is lax and regulators commonly turn a 
blind eye to complaints about odors and emissions. The communities of Paramount, Compton, 
and parts of East Los Angeles all have concentrated pockets of platers.

This concentration of chrome platers in communities is further exacerbated by other sources of 
hexavalent chromium emissions such as forgers and metal heat treaters, and potentially other 
sources not yet identified. Since there are so few air monitors in the basin which detect 
hexavalent chromium, it would be simply blind luck if a monitor were to be placed in one of 
these areas of concentration. Ironically, it was the air monitor placed to measure the emissions 
from Carlton Forge which inadvertently identified the platers in Paramount as an hexavalent 
chromium air pollution hot spot.

Each and every source of hexavalent chromium is contributing to the emissions which are 
endangering our communities. Each and every source needs to take on the responsibility to 
cease to emit tnis highly toxic chemical into our homes, schools, play yards, community centers,



and churches. Our communities should not bear the burden for these emissions with their 
health and well-being.

When the original rule making on chrome platers started earlier this year it envisioned robust 
monitoring and rigorous air pollution controls for platers However, pressure from the plating 
industry has your agency back-tracking on those measures. Without the monitoring, robust 
pollution controls, and total enclosure of all the industrial processes emitting these dangerous 
emissions we are no longer confident that this regulatory effort will protect our communities.

We urge you and your staff to consider the damage to public health which releases of 
hexavalent chromium are known to cause in the communities hosting these hexavalent 
chromium sources. We also urge you to think about the environment which the workers at 
these facilities are laboring in; these hexavalent chromium emissions are dangerous to all who 
work in this industry. We need the agency to insure that these facilities are made to 
completely capture these dangerous emissions, and to have the necessary monitoring sufficient 
to ensure compliance with the rules.

Tne European Union has just passed a regulation which will end the use of chromium for 
decorative purposes; we urge the South Coast AQMD to consider such as action as well. South 
Coast has taken similar actions before on dry cleaning facilities to ban chemicals which were 
damaging air quality and we urge you to consider tc doing this for chromium as well.

If our experiences in the communities we represent teach us anything, we have learned that we 
cannot rely on anything but robust monitoring and a strong enforcement presence to ensure 
that these facilities are being operated properly and that our communities get the protections 
they deserve from their government. We urge you to work with us to create a rule which will 
ensure that families, teachers, workers, parishioners, and community residents are safe f-om 
hexavalent chromium in their communities.

Respectively, 
Action Now 
Mitzi Shpak 
Executive Director 
Altadena, CA

American Legion Post 6 
Pastor Anthony Quezada 
1927 E Plymouth St. 
Long Beach, CA

Apostolic Eaith Center 
Pastor Alfred Carrillo 
1510 E. Rubidoux St. 
Wilmington, CA



California Communities Against Toxics 
Jane Williams 
Executive Director 
Rosamond, CA

California Safe Schools 
Robina Suwol 
Executive Director 
los Angeles, CA I

California Kids IAQ. 
Drew Wood 
Executive Director 
Wilmington, CA

Coalition for a Safe Environment 
Jesse Marquez 
Executive Director 
Wilmington, CA

Comite Pro lino 
Felipe Aguirre 
Coordinator 
Maywood, CA

Community Dreams 
Ricardo Pulido 
Executive Director 
Wilmington, CA

Del Amo Action Committee 
Cynthia Medina 
Assistant Director 
Torrance, CA

Earthworks Films, Inc. 
Maria Florio 
President 
Sherman Oaks, CA

East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 
Mark Lopez 
Executive Director 
Commerce, CA



EMERGE
Magali Sanchez-Ha!l, MPH 
Executive Director 
Wilmington, CA

Exide Worker Community Committee 
John Sermeno 
Executive Director 
Maywood, CA

Federacion Veracruzana 
Angel Morales 
President
Huntington ParK, CA

Los Angeles Environmental Justice Network
Cynthia Baoich
Coordinator
Rosamond, CA
Mary Cordaro Inc
Mary Cordaro
Environmental and Healthy Building Consultant 
Valley Village CA

Maywood Youth Soccer Association 
Luis Orizaba 
Director 
Maywood, CA

Mothers of East Los Angeles 
Teresa Marquez 
President 
Los Angeles, CA

Mujeres Pro Maywood 
Elizabeth Matamoros 
President 
Maywood, CA

NAACP San Pedro-Wilmington Branch ft 1069 
Joe R. Gatlin 
Vice President 
San Pedro, CA



Our Right To Know 
Rhonda Jessum, Ph.D. 
Director 
Lcs Angeles, CA

Padres Unidos de Maywood 
Teresa Solorio 
President 
Maywood, CA

Paramount Community Coalition Against Toxins 
Magdalena Guillen 
Executive Director 
Paramount, CA

Pacoima Beautiful 
Yvette Lopez-Ledesma 
Deputy Director 
Pacoima, CA

Philippine Action Group for the Environment 
Fe Koons 
President 
Carson, CA

Physicians for Social Responsibility - LA
Martha Dina Arguel’o
Director
Los Angeles, CA

Randall Enterprises, Inc 
David Randall 
President 
Sherman Oaks, CA

Resurrection Catholic Church 
Monsignor John Moretta 
Pastor
Los Angeles, CA

San Pedro & Peninsula Homeowners Coalition 
Dr. John G. Miller, MD 
President 
San Pedro, CA



Society for Positive Action 
Shabaka Heru 
President 
Los Angeles, CA

St. Philomena Social Justice Ministry 
Modesta Pulido 
Chairperson 
Carson, CA

Watts Labor Community Action Committee 
Timothy Watkins 
President/CEO 
Los Angeles, CA

Wilmington Improvement Network 
Anabell Romero Chavez 
Board Memoer 
Wilmington, CA


