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FINDINGS

1. General Plan/Charter Findings

City Charter Section 556 and 558
Pursuant to City Charter Sections 556 and 558, as described below, the proposed ordinance is 
in substantial conformance with the purpose, intent and provisions of the General Plan, as well 
as in conformance with the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning 
practice. Specifically, the action addresses each of the following goals, objectives and policies of 
the General Plan as outlined below.

General Plan Findings

General Plan Framework Element
The proposed Interim Motel Conversion ordinance will meet the intent and purposes of the 
General Plan Framework Element to encourage the creation of housing opportunities for 
households of all types and incomes, while at the same time promoting livable neighborhoods. In 
particular, the proposed Interim Motel Conversion ordinance would further the intent and purpose 
of the following relevant goals, objectives, and policies of the Framework Element:

Goal 4A: An equitable distribution of housing opportunities by type and cost accessible to all 
residents of the City.

Policy 4.1.8: Create incentives and reduce regulatory barriers in appropriate locations in 
order to promote the adaptive re-use of structures for housing and rehabilitation of existing 
units.

Housing Element
The proposed Interim Motel Conversion Ordinance is in substantial conformance with the 
purpose, intent and provisions of the General Plan in that it would further accomplish the goals, 
objectives and policies of the Housing Element outlined below:

Goal 1: A City where housing production and preservation result in an adequate supply of 
ownership and rental housing that is safe, healthy and affordable to people of all income levels, 
races, ages, and suitable for their various needs.

Objective 1.1: Produce an adequate supply of rental and ownership housing in order to 
meet current and projected needs.

Policy 1.1.2: Expand affordable rental housing for all income groups that need 
assistance.

Policy 1.1.3: Facilitate new construction and preservation of a range of different 
housing types that address the particular needs of the city’s households.
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Objective 1.4: Reduce regulatory and procedural barriers to the production and 
preservation of housing at all income levels and needs.

Policy 1.4.1: Streamline the land use entitlement, environmental review, and 
building permit processes, while maintaining incentives to create and preserve 
affordable housing.

Goal 2: A City in which housing helps to create safe, livable and sustainable neighborhoods.

Objective 2.5: Promote a more equitable distribution of affordable housing opportunities 
throughout the City.

Policy 2.5.2: Foster the development of new affordable housing units citywide and 
within each Community Plan area.

Goal 4: A City committed to preventing and ending homelessness.

Objective 4.1: Provide an adequate supply of short-term and permanent housing and 
services throughout the City that are appropriate and meet the specific needs of all 
persons who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Policy 4.1.3: Provide permanent supportive housing options with services for 
homeless persons and persons/families at risk of homelessness to ensure that 
they remain housed and get the individualized help they need.

Policy 4.1.6: Provide housing facilities and supportive services for the homeless 
and special needs populations throughout the City, and reduce zoning and other 
regulatory barriers to their placement and operation in appropriate locations.

As made evident by the list of General Plan goals, objectives and policies above, the proposed 
ordinance is in conformance with a range of General Plan goals related to the provision of 
permanent and transitional housing and services for persons experiencing homelessness. The 
City’s General Plan clearly recognizes the need for programs which remove regulatory barriers to 
allow for the conversion of existing structures to affordable housing for persons experiencing 
homelessness. The proposed ordinance responds to the General Plan by providing a streamlined 
approval process to allow existing motels to be converted to short-term and permanent housing 
that is linked with supportive services in locations throughout the City.

2. CEQA Findings

Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15301 (categorical 
exemption for existing facilities), the adoption of the proposed ordinance amending Los Angeles 
Municipal Code (LAMC) Sections 12.03, 14.00 and 151.02 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code
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establishing regulations to facilitate the use of existing hotels and motels for Supportive Housing 
and/or Transitional Housing is categorically exempt from CEQA. Additionally, none of the 
exceptions to the categorical exemption identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply, 
including, but not limited to, because the City expressly finds there is no unusual circumstance 
including one that could result in a potential significant impact to the environment. The proposed 
ordinance will have no direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect environmental impacts.

Additionally, approval of the project is supported by the Negative Declaration (ENV-2017-3410- 
ND) prepared for this project. As demonstrated in Exhibit B.2, the proposed Interim Motel 
Conversion Ordinance could not have a significant effect on the environment. An Environmental 
Impact Report is not required.

3. Urgency Clause Findings

The City finds and declares that this ordinance is required for the immediate protection of the 
public peace, health, and safety for the following reasons: The Los Angeles Homeless Authority 
(LAHSA) January 2017 point in time count found that approximately 34,189 people are 
experiencing homelessness in the City of Los Angeles, reflecting a 20% increase from 2016. Over 
73% of this number, or 25,237 people, are unsheltered, meaning that their primary nighttime 
residence is a public or private place not designated or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings. A significant portion of people experiencing homelessness in 
the City of Los Angeles experience multiple health issues, trauma, and disability: 20% have a 
substance use disorder, 33% have a serious mental illness, and 19% have a physical disability, 
while 36% have experienced domestic violence. Furthermore, approximately 31% of this 
population are experiencing chronic homelessness, a group that, when unsheltered, often incurs 
significant public costs related to emergency room visits, law enforcement, and incarceration. 
These costs have been shown to be significantly reduced when individuals are placed into 
supportive housing.

The process in the proposed ordinance is designed to promote the expeditious expansion of the 
availability of supportive housing and transitional housing within the City. Supportive housing and 
transitional housing provide stable shelter for individuals experiencing homelessness, along with 
supportive services which help to address health and disability issues such as substance abuse, 
serious mental illness, and physical disabilities.

For all these reasons, the ordinance allowing Interim Use of Motels for Supportive Housing or 
Transitional Housing shall become effective upon publication pursuant to Section 253 of the Los 
Angeles City Charter.


