
Spaulding Square 
Spaulding Square Neighborhood Association, Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 

City of Los Angeles

March 17, 2018                                                                                                    Via Email    
                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Councilmember David Ryu 
200 N. Spring St., Los Angeles, CA 90012 
                                            
                                                                                                                 

The Spaulding Square Neighborhood Association (SSNA), at its meeting on March 10, 
2018 voted unanimously to OPPOSE Senate Bill 827 (Wiener) and SB 828 (Wiener).


Spaulding Square is a 100-year-old historic neighborhood, made up of architecturally 
significant single family homes. In spite of its intact historical context, cultural contribution 
to the City of Los Angeles and adherence to strict regulations officially designating 
Spaulding Square an historic preservation overlay zone, it is threatened with extinction if 
SB 827 and SB 828 are passed.


The neighborhood comprises engaged, diverse, civic-minded residents and homeowners, 
who pride themselves on Spaulding Square’s contribution to the city’s unique character. 
This HPOZ is a significant supporter of the city’s film industry, reflecting its value to the 
greater definition of Los Angeles.


The proposed, manifestly-extreme takeover by the State of local city and community 
planning not only cripples a city's ability to do actual planning, it silences local community 
engagement on land use decisions. SB 827 will have devastating, irreversible 
consequences on the environment, infrastructure, historic preservation, culture, well-
established single family neighborhoods and small local businesses, effectively wiping out 
entire neighborhoods and communities.


The City of Los Angeles is engaged with its citizens on current plan updates, to which 
these bills are in diametric opposition.


LA’s planning process includes community plans, designated regional centers and the 
general plan, that specifically look at geographic area, economics, housing, infrastructure, 
safety and environmental needs in various areas of the City. SB 827 up zoning and 
density increases of virtually the entire city without funding for needed non transit 
infrastructure, i.e. sewers, water mains, electric-utility, police and fire resources, would 
place additional cost burden on the city of Los Angeles and its taxpayer citizens.
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SB 827 would exempt residential and mix-use housing development projects within a 1⁄2 
mile radius of a major transit stop or a 1⁄4 mile radius of a high-quality transit corridor. It 
will override most local planning controls and zoning ordinances, increasing density, floor 
area ratio and building heights to 4 to 10 stories, eliminates design and aesthetics 
reviews, and parking. The Bill also allows for additional state density bonus (SB1818), 
essentially double dipping for increased height and density on top of intense up zoning 
regardless of topography, neighborhood, historic overlay or infrastructure.


Basing an entire upheaval of local zoning regulations on the physical presence of bus 
stops is faulty methodology. Bus stops are not “fixed” lines. Bus stops can and do 
change, move, consolidate or be eliminated at any time. Using headways of rush /peak 
hours is an unrealistic measure of “high quality" or “major transit stop”. Many bus stops 
are small local stops, without  shelter or passenger waiting areas. Commuter hour bus 
lines don’t operate during later evening or night hours or on weekends. These bus stops, 
routes and lines should not be used as a measure of a “high quality” or “major transit 
stop”.


The current state density bonus law, SB 1818, has proven to be an ineffective tool for 
adding needed affordable housing. SB 1818 should be amended to require a higher 
percentage of very low and low income housing. 


Sustainable and resilient cities and towns require careful, thoughtful, intelligent planning 
at the local level. Long term investment by residents and businesses require some type of 
certainty that locally crafted zoning provides. SB 827 and 828 provide none of that. In 
fact, it literally calls for immediate and wholly disruptive alterations which overnight will 
change a neighborhood’s viability for long term residential and commercial stability.


Spaulding Square supports the resolution by David Ryu, Councilman representing the 4th 
District, seconded by City Council President Herb J. Wesson Jr., opposing SB 827.


Sincerely,  

     Lesley O’Toole                             
     Lesley O’Toole  

    Valorie Keegan 
     Valorie Keegan                      

Co-Chairs, Spaulding Square Neighborhood Association (SSNA) 

Spaulding Square Neighborhood Association, PO Box 46580, Los Angeles, CA 90046



CC: 
Eric Garcetti – Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
Ben Allen - Senator, State Senate District 26 
Richard Bloom – California Assemblymember, District 50 
Herb J. Wesson, Jr., President, Los Angeles City Council 
Vince Bertoni – Director of Planning, Los Angeles 
Ken Bernstein – Manager, Historic Resources, LA City Planning 
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