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Over two years, from 2014 to 2016, ADI recorded operations at a fur farm in Poland, documenting 
the life experiences of foxes farmed for their fur. The animals live in cramped, barren wire mesh 
cages with no space to run or explore and nothing to occupy the interest of these intelligent, 
inquisitive and highly active animals. Some of the cages were similar to the size of a travel crate that 
one might use to temporarily transport a dog. However, these foxes remain in the cages for the 
whole of their short lives. Due to the extreme confinement, living inside an exposed wire mesh box, 
the animals suffer both psychological and physical damage. Water is provided in a tin can attached to 
the side of the cages and food is dumped on a tray attached to the outside of the cage for foxes to 
eat through the mesh. The cages are raised off the ground to allow the animals' faeces and urine to 
fall beneath, where they are left to pile up.
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Contrast these stark conditions to their diverse natural environment and diet. Naturally shy and 
secretive animals, foxes have large territories and live in dens below ground in open country. They 
eat a wide range of foods including small mammals, fish, birds' eggs, insects, grass, berries and other 
fruits1.

Foxes come from the same family as domestic dogs and behave in similar ways; Borys, Eryk and 
Aleska are intelligent, emotional and affectionate. Born in a nesting box attached to their bare wire 
cage, their mother nursed and cared for them 
during their first weeks of life before she was 
removed, leaving the siblings to fend for 
themselves. The trio remained in the cage as they 
grew, their fur changing to white over the summer, 
in readiness for the winter.

In the wild, Arctic foxes like Borys, Eryk and Aleska 
are nomadic, travelling many miles each day over 
the ice2, their fur protecting them from the cold. Arctic foxes Borys, Eryk and Aleska were 

born in a cage and bred for vanity
Instead of a lifetime of family life and experiences, 
at less than 7 months of age Boris and then Eryk 
were removed from their cage by the farmer and 
killed. As he approached the cage the family 
became agitated, having seen others killed; they 
retreated to the far end of the cage, but there was 
nowhere to hide. Held by their tails, upside down, 
the young foxes struggled as they were hung up by 
a back leg and electrocuted. Their frightened sister 
Aleska could only watch on, as her terrified 
brothers were killed in front of her. Left alone in 
the cage, she would be used to produce next year's 
babies for the trade.

Aleska can only look on as her brothers, Borys and Eryk, 
are killed. They were less than 7 months old.



Another fox with distinct markings was observed; she 
had white fur with dark patches around her eyes and 
lived as a young cub with her siblings, but was then 
separated from her family. This young female was 
isolated from other foxes in a series of different cages, 
some less than a square metre. For an animal needing 
a large, rich and challenging wild territory, such 
excessive confinement is torture. At one year old the 
fox gave birth to two cubs, from whom she was later 
separated, a mesh partition dividing the cage.
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The following incidents highlight the generally poor 
conditions, deprivation and lack of welfare on the 
farm: A female fox separated from her family and kept alone in a small cage

• An escaped fox wandered around the farm; two men were 
seen chasing the fox, each holding a short plank of wood like 
a club, with another man carrying a net. As the fleeing animal 
evaded capture, their deformed feet, the result of living on 
wire mesh, can clearly be seen.

• The cages in which the animals are forced to live are 
unstable, bowing under the weight of their inhabitants, the 
foxes' feet protruding through the gaps in the mesh.
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An escaped fox wanders around the farm, evading capture
• Young foxes attempt to engage in play, but their behaviour is 

restricted by the confines of the cage.

*sPADI's previous investigations have uncovered similar conditions, 
with incidents of deficits in animal care including untreated 
infection or disease in animals' eyes, noses and ears, open 
wounds, loss of tails, malformed limbs and dilapidated cages. 
Footage clearly showed animals suffering terribly as a result of the 
environment in a number of fur farms3.
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The rich social and emotional lives of foxes in the wild is about as

KBfar removed as you can get from the lives these animals have on a 
factory fur farm. In the wild young foxes live in family groups4 Tiny fox feet protrude through the cage floor

with female relatives sometimes helping to raise cubs5. Arctic foxes dig complex burrow systems or shelter and breeding, 
with young animals playing in the safety of their family group6. Foxes are affectionate, social animals who communicate 
with one another in complex ways by scent marking and a variety of vocalisations like barks, whines, howls and yelps7 8.

Naturally inquisitive, young foxes love to play and investigate their natural surroundings. These behaviours are denied 
the animals on factory fur farms, the constant deprivation having a devastating impact on their psychological and 
physical health, resulting in a lifetime of chronic suffering.

Psychological health

The severely restricted space and barren environment of the fur farm, with nothing of interest and no opportunity to 
perform normal behaviours, results in abnormal, repetitive movements such as circling, pacing and chewing. These 
abnormal or stereotypic behaviours indicate that the animal is 
suffering and cannot cope with their environment 
abnormal, behaviours indicate that the animal is.
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Foxes can also display exaggerated fear responses, fur biting12 and 
tail biting13, with some mothers even killing their babies. During 
our observations foxes without tails were housed alone in much 
smaller cages, their loss of appendage likely a result of chewing 
caused by stress, either by themselves or other foxes. Animals 
were also seen chewing and pawing at the cage mesh, displaying a 
desire to both escape and perform instinctive digging and 
gnawing behaviours.
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A fox without a tail housed alone in a small cage



On mink fur farms, animals live in tiny cages alongside thousands of other individuals, causing chronic aggression and 
biting14. Mink have several nest sites in the wild, and territories of up to 4km in size15. Fur chewing is typically the only 
abnormal behaviour reported by the fur industry because it has a direct impact upon fur production, although it is not 
the only one displayed. Chinchillas, for example, also display back flipping and bar chewing16 17

Foxes have been farmed for their fur since around the beginning of 
the 20th century however they remain wild animals whose wild 
nature has not been modified through breeding by humans. They 
retain all of their wild instincts and needs. Shy and fearful of humans, 
their mental and emotional suffering is intensified by the extreme 
confinement of the farming environment.

In contrast to the facts, and to justify their use, the fur industry 
purports that foxes are domesticated, but this is not the case; indeed 
selective breeding to make foxes tamer and docile, more dog-like, 
results in changes to their fur 
the industry demands20. Such animals are not used commercially, 
resulting in the farmed foxes experiencing a fear of humans which is 
a major and very common welfare problem.
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Despite their captivity and breeding, foxes retain 
all of their wild instincts and needs and are shy 

and fearful of humans

that are not consistent with what
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im n While the fur industry suggest that farmed foxes do not need to dig 
because they have no need to make a nest or bury food like wild 
foxes21, studies show that captive foxes have a strong desire to 
perform these innate behaviours22.

Another claim is that the semi aquatic mammal mink does not miss 
having water in which to swim if they have never had it23. An 
independent study however has shown that mink consider access to 
a water pool the most valuable resource, even showing signs of 
physiological stress, similar to that displayed when deprived of food, 
when access is prevented24.
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The semi aquatic mammal mink is denied access to
water when farmed for their fur

Even fully domesticated species such as rabbits, also farmed for their fur, have the desire to carry out naturally wild 
activities, with their range of behaviours highly influenced by their wild ancestry. On fur farms, the small, wire floored 
cages which animals live in for their entire life, provide no opportunity to run, dig, hunt or play; torture for animals with 
innate behavioural needs.

Physical health
Excessive confinement and selective breeding on fur farms cause 
animals physical health problems. To create bigger pelts foxes have 
been selectively bred and fed high fat diets, causing their size to almost 
double in the last 20-30 years. Leg weakness, strain on joints and early 
abnormal bone growth are also common25. This increase in size causes 
obesity, leading to difficulty in moving and diarrhoea26.

During our observations, breeding foxes were in a particularly poor 
physical condition, having experienced one or more breeding cycles. 
One breeding mother had a saggy belly and thin appearance, the 
noticeably flimsy flooring of her cage making it difficult for her to walk.

In poor physical condition, the flimsy flooring of her cage 
made it difficult for this mother to walk

A life stood on a floor of wire mesh resulted in foot problems for many 
of the foxes who had overgrown claws and bent feet. Instead of 
standing on the tips of their toes, as foxes usually do, they were 
bearing weight on the whole foot. The size of the holes in the mesh 
may cause the animals to walk in this atypical way, to make moving 
around the cage more comfortable. A study of caged foxes found that 
bending of the front feet occurs more often on a mesh floor than on 
earth and smaller cages cause more animals to have bent feet27. A 
study of caged foxes found that bending of the front feet occurs more 
often on a mesh floor than on earth and smaller cages cause more 
animals to have bent feet.

This fox was filmed on multiple occasions with a bad eye 
that was swollen with pus and left untreated

One fox was filmed on multiple occasions with a bad eye, weeping and swollen with pus, its condition deteriorating 
until it appeared the fox could no longer open the eye, indicating the eye had not been treated.



Killing

Electrocution is a common killing method for foxes, as well as raccoon dogs, and restraint devices like neck tongs and 
snout clips are commonly used. Animals are killed by heart attack and loss of brain function28.

Foxes observed by ADI were dragged from their cages by their tails, 
the struggling animals hung up by a rope tied around the back foot 
and from a hook. Two prods were used to send an electrical current 
through their bodies, one placed either on the animal's foot pad or 
inserted into their rectum, with the other put into the mouth. A 
number of foxes were observed watching their terrified family 
members and neighbours die. Some foxes could be heard 
screaming or yelping when the electric prod went into their 
mouths, but they did not fully bite down, the farmer having to 
make additional attempts.
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The fur industry claims that killing animals for fur is humane, with 
Fur Europe stating "...that many people lack information on this 
matter and often believe that cruel killing practices are used, which 
is very far from the truth.", and 
euthanized by either gas (CO2) or electricity, thus avoiding 
unnecessary pain and stopping heart function quickly."

'In practice, animals are The farmer drags each fox out of their cage 
by the tail to be killed
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ADI observations reveal the reality. 
another animal, ADI recorded the previous fox lying on the floor, 
still breathing after being electrocuted by prods applied to the foot 
and mouth. The farmer had to hang the fox up a second time and 
use anal and mouth electrocution to kill the animal.

While the farmer killed

lIMiA study by Agrifood Research Finland on this "traditional" method 
of killing, suggests that "electrical stunning produces an immediate 
and irreversible state of unconsciousness and therefore is a humane 
way of euthanasia of farmed foxes"29. The European Commission 
also states that 'Foxes and raccoon-dogs are commonly 
electrocuted by an apparatus with two electrodes, one being 
inserted in the rectum while the other is applied to the mouth. It is 
believed to induce unconsciousness immediately if the apparatus is 
used properly".

Foxes are killed on the farm in full view of family 
members and neighbours

One fox observed by ADI regained consciousness after being electrocuted and tried to escape. After electrocution, the 
fox is seen writhing on a trolley alongside other dead foxes, as the farmer continues killing other animals, watched by 
those in a cage behind him. The farmer notices the movement and the fox jumps off the trolley and scrambles away, 
only to be re-caught and hung up for electrocution once more. As the farmer grabs the fox by the scruff of the neck, 
the frightened animal knows what is about to happen and desperately tries to avoid biting the electrical probe. The 
farmer hits the animal on the face with the prod, trying to force the fox's mouth open and eventually the animal is 
killed.
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A fox jumps off the trolley and scrambles away after 
regaining consciousness after electrocution

The farmer hits the fox in the face with the electrical 
prod, force their mouth open



The website "the Truth about Fur", created by a coalition from the fur industry in America and Canada, states that 
"Electrocution is used in poultry, it's used in pigs, it's used in foxes, and the training and the testing has shown that 
100% of the animals are dead within 10 seconds"30.The ordeal for the animals observed clearly lasted longer than 10 
seconds. During another killing, a conscious fox was left hanging by their back foot, struggling for nearly two minutes 
while the farmer answered his phone.

Mink farmed for fur are gassed in a "killing box" with 30-50 other 
individuals. It takes around 1 minute for them to become unconscious, 
with some dying from suffocation due to the number of animals in the 
box. Other methods to kill animals farmed for their fur include 
injection with chemicals and, for chinchillas, neck breaking31. 
farmed for fur are gassed in a "killing box" with 30-50 other individuals. 
It takes around 1 minute for them to become unconscious, with some 
dying from suffocation due to the number of animals in the box. Other 
methods to kill animals farmed for their fur include injection with 
chemicals and, for chinchillas, neck breaking.

ink

i
Gassed in a 'killing box' it can take mink around a 

minute to become unconsciousFur products

The majority of the public is against the wearing of fur on ethical grounds. Opinion polls have found that 57% of people 
in the US are against fur farming32, as are the majority of citizens polled across Europe33. For example, 74% are 
opposed to fur in the UK34 and 66% in Poland35.

Fur is used to make whole products, such as coats and hats, but also 
increasingly to adorn clothing, such as fur trim on coat hoods or 
bobbles on hats36, as well as accessories such as fur pom poms on 
handbags or keyrings. With the rise in global temperatures, trends for 
short coats with trim, or boleros and vests, are increasing37. It takes 
up to 35 foxes to make a fur coat38, but most will be killed for trinkets 
and trim
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Shockingly, a number of investigations have been carried out in the 
UK which reveal that items sold in high street stores labelled as 
synthetic fur were actually real fur41, even when publicly claiming 
their stores were fur free42. This included fur from rabbits, raccoon 
dogs, mink and cats43. Despite almost half of consumers polled 
stating that they use price as an indicator of whether an item is real 
fur, such items are not necessarily expensive44 and with real fur often 
not labelled, it can be very difficult for consumers to make an 
informed choice.

jFur products can be very cheap, and often priced the same, or less 
than45 faux fur, especially if bought in bulk. For example, readymade 
trims and accessories can cost as little as 1c (1p) for a rabbit fur pom 
pom, $1.50 (£1.16) for a whole pelt, less than $5 (£3.85) for a fox fur 
scarf and a square metre of fox fur trim starting from 80 cents (62p).

7

The Industry

Worldwide, 85% of animals used for fur are farmed in factory 
conditions46 with the remaining 15% trapped in the wild, caught in 
indiscriminate snares or traps. A whole host of animals are killed for 
their fur including mink, foxes, rabbits, sables, chinchillas, beavers, 
lynx, seals, raccoons, coyotes, muskrats, wolves, otters, cats and 
dogs. Some of the most common species of animals farmed for their fur are mink and fox, as well as chinchilla and 
raccoon dog .

Globally over 110 million animals are killed on fur farms each year48 while over 16 million animals are trapped in the 
wild for their fur49.
Killed for their fur each year: more than 15 million foxes50; 75 million mink; over 14 million raccoon dogs in Europe 
and China52; almost 200,000 chinchilla in Europe53.
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Europe is one of the major producers of fur, contributing to nearly 
half of the global total, with over 5,000 fur farms, killing nearly 46 
million animals a year54.
Denmark and Poland are the highest producing countries across 
Europe, killing over 25 million animals between them per year 
and the number is increasing56.
Poland produces over 8.6 million pelts per year with annual 
exports of fur products worth around €3 million57. Over 95% of fur 
skins produced in Poland are exported58.
The US is one of the largest importers of Polish furs, directly 
importing around 5% of their furs59. The US has around 275 mink 
farms producing 4.4 million pelts a year60.
The US and Canada produce over 4.3 million pelts from wild- 
trapped animals61.
China kills around 87 million mink, foxes and raccoon dogs for the
fur trade62.
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How they live on the fur farm....

4 In 2011 the global fur industry was estimated to be worth $15 
billion63 (£11 billion). Europe-wide exports value over €994 million, 
with Italy, Greece, France, Germany and the UK reporting the highest 
export value64. Despite a ban on fur farms, the UK is one of the 
largest exporters of fur in Europe, exporting over €25 million pounds 
worth of garments per year65. The UK imported over £4.5 million 
worth of fur skins, and clothing items from China in 201666.

Poland is one of Europe's largest producers of fur, producing over 8.6 million pelts per year, 50,000 of these from foxes; 
annual exports of fur garments/products are around €3 million67. The country produces more than 11% of Europe's fur 
production value and over 95% of fur skins produced in Poland are exported68.

.and where they belong

Fur regulations and welfare accreditation

Regulations for the protection of farmed animals in the EU sets out requirements for the prevention of illness, injury and 
poor health, appropriate feeding, watering and housing as well as provisions to satisfy the animal's natural behavioural 
needs69. Poland's Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development regulations provide for fox and raccoon dog cages to be a 
mere 50 x 60 x 90 cm, while the space for mink is even smaller, 45 x 30 x 70 cm70.

The fur industry has set up an accreditation and labelling scheme called WelFur in an attempt to reassure consumers 
about the welfare of animals farmed for their fur 
animals farmed for their fur for a number of reasons:

71 however this cannot protect welfare nor prevent the suffering of

m
• Animals remain in small, barren wire cages, devoid of interest, 

which restricts their ability to exercise and perform natural 
behaviours such as running, swimming and climbing. This leads to 
the development of abnormal behaviours such as fur chewing and 
tail biting, which indicates the animal is not coping with the 
environment and is therefore suffering.

I
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i• The scheme receives part funding from the fur industry72, creating 
a conflict of interest and bias.
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• The WelFur scheme does not provide standards of welfare or 
guidance on the handling and killing of fur animals73, which 
commonly involves restraint using tong-like devices around the 
neck or body and death by electrocution or gassing. Importantly, 
as ADI observations show, animals can suffer mishandling and 
cruelty during killing74.
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Animals live in small, barren wire cages, devoid of interest

f• Assessments made using the WelFur fox protocol do not 
consistently pick up on foot deformities (as a result of obesity) as 
an indicator of poor welfare, identified as the most common 
problem in fur farms investigated75.

Foot deformities are an indicator of poor welfare and a 
common problem on fur farms



• Only a sample of animals are inspected76 during assessments of whole farms, which have potentially thousands of 
animals.

• Many physical health problems experienced by animals farmed for fur may not be visually obvious during 
inspections. For example breeding mink for larger body size to create bigger pelts can cause reproductive problems, 
metabolic disorders, and DNA damage77, as well as psychological health problems due to the restrictive conditions78
79

Given the poor level of welfare and space provided within the guidelines 
of the WelFur programme, it is difficult to see how it can have any 
meaningful impact on the life experience of animals farmed for fur. It is 
clear that the pressure to retain unhealthy, intense farming methods to 
aid increased production and improved profitability hopelessly 
compromises any animal protection measures.

In this industry, regulation and certification has and continues to fail the 
animals. Previous ADI investigations of fur farms in Europe have provided 
evidence of the failure of official fur farming regulations and certification 
regimes. One investigation exposing horrific conditions and animal 
suffering in government-certified fur farms in Finland prompted 
inspections by the Finnish Fur Breeders' Association (STKL) and the Finnish
Food Safety Authority (EVIRA) with some farms losing their certification

80status .

Horrific conditions and animals suffering were 
exposed by ADI on Finnish farm farms

Conclusions/recommendations

Animals farmed for their fur are denied their most natural 
behaviours and live in bare wire mesh cages until their deaths. 
In comparison to the richness of the natural lives of these 
emotional, intelligent animals, the chronic deprivation and 
extreme confinement causes animals to suffer both 
psychological and physical damage. With nothing of interest to 
occupy these inquisitive and highly active animals, they literally 
go insane with boredom.

Unable to protect them from this inherently cruel industry, 
regulation and certification is failing these animals. Despite fur 
industry claims that methods of killing are quick and humane, 
the reality is a different story. Animals in fur farms are 
electrocuted and gassed to death in their millions; some animals 
are not killed outright causing prolonged suffering.

The reduction of sentient animals to a mere product, bred and 
killed purely for vanity, is unethical. It is time to change. The 
majority of the public is against the wearing of fur, but the 
cheap cost of real fur and lack of labelling can dupe and confuse 
consumers. The only way to stop the suffering is through 
prohibitive legislation and for designers and retailers to remove 
themselves from this cruel trade; this is especially important in 
countries where fur farming has been banned, like the UK, but 
which still import, export and sells fur products.

Fur is never humane.
When you buy fur you buy cruelty.

ADi Animal Defenders International, Millbank Tower, Millbank, London SW1P 4QP 
T: 020 7630 3340 e: info@ad-international.org www.ad-international.org

mailto:info@ad-international.org
http://www.ad-international.org
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5 Fur Farming Facts

1. Animals farmed for their fur suffer a life of mental and physical pain caused by cramped, inadequate housing 
and a cruel, merciless death - intelligent, feeling beings like family dogs and cats, treated like a product.

2. Despite fur industry claims methods of killing are quick, the evidence is clear that these animals are terrified 
as they face a cruel death - intelligent, feeling beings, capable of suffering, killed for an unnecessary product.

3. Over 15 million foxes are killed for their fur in a year, usually used for trinkets, trims and accessories. Up to 35 
foxes are used to make a fur coat.

4. The majority of people are against the wearing of real fur (74% in the UK, 57% in the US) but the cheap cost 
and lack of labelling can dupe and confuse consumers into thinking fur products are fake.

5. Fur is never humane. When you buy fur you buy cruelty - the animals die for vanity.
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