Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council

Name: Liz Amsden

Phone Number: 323-254-0590

Email: lizamsden@hotmail.com

The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(14) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 05/03/2018

Type of NC Board Action: Against unless Amended

Impact Information

Date: 05/19/2018

Update to a Previous Input: No

Directed To: City Council and Committees

Council File Number: 18-0600

Agenda Date: 05/03/2018

Item Number: 8

Summary: The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council requests that the City take immediate
action to address the Ten Recommendations in the White Paper to increase transparency and accountability,
resolve the structural deficit and pension issues, improve the efficiency of City services and upgrade our failing
infrastructure, and develop a capital expenditure plan that meets the City's future needs.
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Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council

May 3, 2018

Mayor Eric Garcetti & the | os Angeles City Counci’
200 N. Spring Street

LosAngeles, CA00012
Re: CIS on CF 18-OGOO - Support for the Budget Advocates’ White Paper

The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council represents over 60,000 LOS Angeles
stakeholders who reside, u«vn proper ly, or conduct business in our neighborhood. Wc wont,

as the Mayor calls for in his budget, a prosperous city, it safer city, a livable and sustainable city

v/ith a well-run city government.

However, we continue to be concerned that, while the economy is clearly improving and the
City’s income is increasing, services have yet to return to the pre-2008 level. The multiple
departments and entities that form our City government can be confusing to navigate and
jurisdictional disputes delay action. Furthermore, thereare huge hurdles to be addressed in
regards to homelessness and infrastructure. These hurdlesarc being endlessly discussed but so
far have lacked satisfactory resolution. We want qualified professionals at the helm of critical

departments and we want the fiscal resilience necessan/ to feei confident about our future.
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HHPNC - as in support ofthe Budge: Advocates' 2018 While Pape'

The poinli raised inthe 2018 Budget Advocates' White Paper are thus important to us and

relevant to the City as a whole.

The City needs to getits fiscal matters in order BEFORE the nextrecession. Itneeds to Stop

pushing debt onto the next generation. It needs to be more responsive to the people's needs.

And it needs to ensure adequate reserves - S100 million in the BudgetStabilization Fun and $40
million in the Reserve Fund may sound like a lot of money for someone living in Highland Park
butitis less than 1.5% of the City's $10 billion budget, less than 2.5% of the General fund, a far

cry from the 10%called for by the State of California.

Therefore the Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council requeststhat the City take
immediate action to address the Ten Recommendations in the White Paper to increase
transparency and accountability, resolve the structural deficitand pension issues, improve the
efficiency of City services and upgrade our failing mfrastructure, and develop a capital

expenditure plan that meets the City's future needs.

Sincerely,

Ha Slatgr, Pres t
Hist -highland Park Neighborhood Council
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