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From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com>
To: heather.holt <heather.holt@lacity.org>
Cc: david.tristan <david.tristan@lacity.org>; councilmember.wesson <councilmember.wesson@lacity.org>; eric.garcetti <eric.garcetti@lacity.org>

Subject: COMMUNICATION FROM ERIC PREVEN RE: CF 18 -1225
Date: Mon, Jan 14, 2019 1:21 pm

Please explain how the Ethics commission permitted Greig Smith to collect lobbying money from Waste Management after making more than two dozen motions in the waste
management space, more than any other CM we could locate other than Mark Ridley-Thomas.  Those decisions clearly that impacted the firm for whom he then started to lobby.
 
Evidently, Mr. Smith believed that the 'lifetime ban' was not applicable to his situation.  
 

Greig Smith  
Registered as a lobbyist in:  1st quarter  2015  0  as of March 31, 2015... 0
 
2nd  quarter  2015  $15,000 he received (payed to lobbyist, not clear from whom)
3rd  quarter  2015  $15,000 he received from Waste Management.
4th  quarter  2015  $15,000 he received from Waste Management  (for refuse collection franchise RFP, citywide, City Council.)

4th  quarter  2016  $15,000 he received from Waste Management
 

You are permanently prohibited from receiving compensation (monetary or non monetary) to attempt to influence City action on a specific matter in which you
personally and substantially participated during your City service. The ban lasts as long as the matter is still pending before a City agency or the City is a party to
the matter. You are also prohibited from advising or assisting anyone else who attempts to influence action on the matter.
 
Personal and substantial participation includes but is not limited to making or voting on a decision, making a recommendation, rendering advice, and conducting
research or an investigation. It does not include ministerial acts, such as simply scheduling a meeting.

 
As a reminder, you are also permanently prohibited from using or disclosing confidential information that you gain during City service.

 
Please advise 
 
Eric Preven 
 
ITEM NO. (1)
18-1225
CD 12
 
Motion (Wesson   Martinez   et al.) relative to the appointment of Greig Smith to fill the vacancy in the Office of the Councilmember for the Twelfth District.
 
Community Impact Statement: None submitted. 
 
 
 



-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Low <mark.low@lacity.org>
To: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com>
Sent: Mon, Dec 17, 2018 8:02 am
Subject: Re: Greig Smith

Hi, Eric.

Greig Smith Consulting, LLC has not been registered since the end of 2016.  The most recent 
lobbying report filed by him was for Q4 2016.  Waste Management was a registered client of his 
at the time.

Here is a link to that report: 

https://ethics.lacity.org/efs/index.cfm?fuseaction=esign.view&document_id=46960

If the page doesn't display properly, you may need to reload it.

Best,

---
Mark Low
Lobbying Program Manager
Los Angeles City Ethics Commission
ethics.lacity.org
(213) 978-1978

This email is not formal advice and does not provide the associated protections.  This email may 
contain confidential information that is protected from disclosure under City law.  If you are not 
the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete the message, and please do not 
forward or duplicate the message.

On Thu, Dec 13, 2018 at 4:54 PM Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com> wrote:

Please provide a link to his most current lobbyist report.

Is he a Waste Management consultant?

Thanks.

Eric Preven 

Sent from my iPhone
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 Item 11 
Ethics Commission 5 of 18 December 19, 2017 

TOP 10 HIGHEST PAID LOBBYING FIRMS (cont’d) 
Based on Client Payments Reported as Received In 2017 Q3 

Rank & 
Payments Firm & Clients 

2. $1,228,597 Englander Knabe and Allen 

 

5959 LLC  
9712 Oak Pass Road, LLC  
Accela, Inc.  
American Golf 

Corporation  
Anthem, Inc.  
AT&T Enterprise Services 

(AT & T and its 
affiliates)  

Avaya, Inc.  
Avisare Corporation  
Bay Village Investments, 

LLC  
Bel Air Cliff Property 

Holding Inc.  
Beverly Hills Greater Los 

Angeles Association 
of Realtors  

BLH Construction Co.  
BNSF Railway Company  
Boingo Wireless, Inc.  
Burke, Williams & 

Sorensen, LLP For 
City of Alhambra  

California Trucking 
Association  

Calmet Corp.  
CALTROP  
Cheung, Rose  
 

City of Alhambra  
Clark Construction Group - 

California, LP  
Clay Lacy Aviation Coca Cola 

Bottling USA  
CONRAC  
Crews of California, Inc.  
Dedicated Building Services, 

LLC  
Downtown Alameda Partners  
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 

Company of Los Angeles 
Gavin de Becker & Associates, 

Inc.  
Gilmore Associates  
Hillcrest Beverly Oil 

Corporation  
HNTB Corporation  
IMPEX Technologies, Inc.  
Itron, Inc.  
JetBlue Airways Corporation  
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP  
KB Collective for Compassion 

Care Inc.  
La Terra Development LLC  
Library Street Collective  
Los Angeles City Attorneys 

Association  
Mobilitie Management LLC  
Motorola, Inc.  

Official Police Garage Assn of 
LA  

OFO US Limited  
One Concern, Inc.  
Onni Contracting (CA) Inc.  
Ozone Clean Technologies, 

Inc.  
Poppy Properties, Inc.  
proyectosLA LLC  
Quick Silver Towing, Inc.  
Renovate America, Inc.  
Rose Cafe and Market, Inc.  
SAS Institute Inc.  
Seaview Investors, LLC  
Skanska USA Civil Inc.  
Southland News Distribution 

Co., LLC  
SproutLA  
The Ruth Group  
Timberlane Partners IV LLC  
Total Transportation Services, 

Inc. - TTSI  
TRC Solutions, Inc.  
UCBA Trade Association  
Universal Technical Institute, 

Inc.  
Waste Management Inc.  
Westfield Airports, LLC  
Westfield, LLC 



https://abc7.com/society/la-to-hold-special-election-build-more-housing-in-2019/4983427/

The City Council will appoint a temporary caretaker but hold a June Special Election for 
District 12 to replace Council member Mitch Englander, who quit office two years early.

Adrienne Alpert:  You are the leadership, you set the agenda for the city council.  Normally 
there are three of you.  Mitch Englander has decided he would step down from the City Council 
to take a job in private industry.

Herb Wesson: Yes he has.

Adrienne Alpert:  He’s going to go work for Tim Leweike at …

Herb Wesson:  A good man.

Adrienne Alpert: …at a sports management company.   And what are you going to do about 
that vacancy?

Herb Wesson:  We have to do two things. First of all with Mitch leaving,  we don’t have a 
President Pro Temp within the city council, so in a few weeks I’ll be recommending Ms. 
Martinez. The other opening we need to take care of is … will be a council person for the twelfth 
district.  So, there’s a motion before the body to select Greig Smith, a former council man from 
that area, who lives in that area, thirty years experience, to have him come in and be a voting 
member, until an election is determined, and I believe that’s June 4 of 2019. 

Adrienne Alpert:  And then an August 4 runoff if nobody gets 
Herb Wesson:  August 13th. 
Adrienne Alpert: And this is going to be about a two and a half million dollar election.  Any 
chance that he could just serve the rest of the term?

Herb Wesson:  Well, I think that a lot of members of the council are comfortable with his 
qualifications and know that Mr. Smith would do a great job.  But I don’t think Greig, whose 
coming out of retirement to do this for a while would want to stay for two years.   So, in order to 



give the people opportunity to select their representative, that’s why we have set this election as 
quickly as possible, which is June. 

Adrienne Alpert:  Alright, but did you have to have a special election? 
Herb Wesson:  Technically, we did not have to, but I do believe that it was the desire of the 
people of that district to select their elected representatives.

Nury Martinez: There my neighbor to the west, north of me, so, you know I quite often hear 
from them.  But I think the council president is correct: we could not, not have them—in a 
democratic process— have them weigh in and actually select, vote for their new representative.  
I think its the right thing to do.  And I think You’re right the cost sometimes seems enormous, but 
I think in that community, and out of respect for the voters, we need to give them that voice. 

Adrienne Alpert:  Alright. Didn’t you have this happen what… with Felipe Fuentes. 

Herb Wesson: Yes, and I stepped in, to try to be the caretaker of that district. It is unbelievable. 
It’s an unbelievable job and when the people don’t have a representative, they definitely don’t 
have somebody that they can go to to get the things that they want and they need, so in this 
situation, we just think the stars aligned properly, we have the right person, so the folk from the 
twelfth district will not go one day without a voting member in office. 

City Hall disruptors

Herb Wesson: We have thick skin and understand that people have free speech. it's about our 
responsibility to ensure that everybody that comes to the city council is afforded the opportunity 
to say what's on their mind.  So, when individuals disrupt the meeting that makes it difficult for 
other people who have come to give public comment, its because of that, that we have in place 
rules that will give us the ability to remove certain people from city council.  We have hardly any 
rules at all on the city council: you just have to speak to the subject, don't speak until you're 
called upon, and don't bother other people that are at city hall. Those are basically the rules that 
we have. 

Adrienne Alpert:  And you also, though, propose, that not only is someone who disrupts 
ejected from that meeting but could be banished from at least a half a dozen future meetings. or 
some number like that.
Nury Martinez: and committees as well

Adrienne Alpert:  And committees as well...  But the ACLU got a little bit of a problem with that: 
future banishment.

Herb Wesson:  You know and Thank god that we have the ACLU  and  organizations like that 
because if we didn't we wouldn't have a lot of the freedoms that we have today, so we recognize 
that this is a fine line, a tight rope and we are going to do the very best we can to walk that. We 
don't want to step on anybody's first amendment rights but we also have a responsibility to 
afford other people that come in to the council the opportunity to speak their mind.   And so so 
it's all about disruption, it's not about what they say.

Adrienne Alpert:  About five years ago council was on the losing end of that with a federal 
judge who said in his ruling that council cannot sacrifice political speech to a formula of civility.  



Herb Wesson:  No, but still, when they get up to speak they can still say whatever they want to 
say, its just if you get up to speak, they should not be able to disrupt your time, they should not  
be able when this council is adjourning in the memory of individuals who are deceased, to play 
music and to bark like a dog and do things like that. So, It's not about what they say, it's about 
giving us the opportunity to run an effective meeting. People adjust their work calendars to 
come down to council to testify, they should be afforded that opportunity. So we're just trying to 
find that balance. 

Nury Martinez:  And that's just what you see during a regular council meeting, our regular 
committee meetings don't usually get televised and the stuff that goes on in those hearings is 
unbelievable.

Adrienne Alpert:   Is there pay to play culture?

Herb Wesson:  We could not respond to anything that's being legally investigated.  We are not 
going to be distracted by this. 

Tuesday, January 01, 2019 09:32PM
LOS ANGELES (KABC) -- The Los Angeles City Council will appoint a temporary caretaker 
but hold a June special election for District 12 to replace Councilmember Mitch Englander, who 
quit office two years early, leaving his seat vacant.

Speaking on Newsmakers' annual City Council year-end program, Council President Herb 
Wesson said when the council reconvenes Jan. 15, he will seek to have Greig Smith appointed 
until the special election. Smith was the district's councilman from 2003-2011. He will not run in 
the special election. The election will cost $2.5 million. Wesson said technically, they didn't 
have to call an election, but he believes it's the desire of that district's voters. 
Councilmember Nury Martinez said "we could not-not have them, in a democratic process, 
weigh in and vote for their new representative."

With Englander's departure, the council lost its president pro tem. Wesson said he will ask the 
council to vote Martinez into the role, and he will pick her replacement for assistant 
president pro tem. The leadership have the powerful role of setting the council agenda.

The councilmembers would not discuss the possibility of another vacancy with 
Councilmember Jose Huizar under FBI and IRS investigation. The L.A. Neighborhood Council 
Coalition is calling for his resignation. Wesson took away Huizar's committee chairmanships 
because it "was the best thing to do," to ensure the integrity of the city. He would not comment 
further, citing the ongoing investigation.

Martinez discussed the council's next step in homeless housing. In addition to temporary bridge 
housing in each of the 15 council districts, they plan to build 222 units of permanent supportive 
housing in every district as well.

Wesson discussed January's new rules for council disrupters. He explained why he 
believes a disrupter who halts civil proceedings is not covered by the First Amendment and 
should result in ejection from meetings and a temporary ban on future attendance.
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SENTINEL EXCLUSIVE L.A. City Council President Herb
Wesson Announces Bid to Become Next 2nd District L.A.
County Supervisor in 2020

By Sta  Report

Los Angeles City Council President Herb Wesson (E. Messiah McGinnis/L.A. Sentinel)

Los Angeles City Council President Herb Wesson announced Monday in a fundraising e-blast that
he is looking to become the next 2nd District Los Angeles County Supervisor in 2020. Wesson is
looking to replace departing Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, who faces term limits in two years.

“After discussing with my wife, Fabian, and our sons, we are excited to continue the progress we
have begun in my time in the assembly and Los Angeles City Council, I am asking you to join me
in these early stages of my campaign because you know where I stand,” Wesson said.“I have
always prioritized making Los Angeles a better place to live, work and raise a family.”
The announcement included the launch of a campaign website and a 2020 Twitter page.
In an exclusive interview with the Sentinel, Wesson and his campaign consultant John Shallman
spoke about his desire to be the next Supervisor of Los Angeles.



12/15/2018 SENTINEL EXCLUSIVE L.A. City Council President Herb Wesson Announces Bid to Become Next 2nd District L.A. County Supervisor in 2020 - L…

https://lasentinel.net/sentinel-exclusive-l-a-city-council-president-herb-wesson-announces-bid-to-become-next-2nd-district-l-a-county-supervisor-in-2020.html 2/3

Categories: Local | News | Political  
Tags: California State Senator Holly Mitchell | Former City Councilwoman Jan Perry | Herb
Wesson | LA County Supervisor Burke | Los Angeles City Council President Herb Wesson | Los
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(E. Mesiyah McGinnis/ L.A. Sentinel)

“I have an incurable desire to serve. It’s my passion,”said Wesson. “This campaign is not about me,
it’s about we, it’s about us. And I am proud of my record ghting for social justice, investing in
education and economic opportunity for our community. I am looking forward to meeting
residents, listening to their concerns and working together to improve the quality of life for all of
our families.”
“Council President Wesson has been a passionate progressive local leader ghting for our most
vulnerable–our seniors, our children and the homeless community,” said Shallman.
“His experiences as chief of sta  for LA County Supervisor Burke, as Speaker of the California
State Assembly and as LA City Council President make him uniquely quali ed to serve the diverse
communities and people of the 2nd Supervisorial District.”
Wesson is not the only one considering a run for the Ridley-Thomas seat. Former City
Councilwoman Jan Perry, and California State Senator Holly Mitchell are also said to be
contenders for the seat.
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From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com>
To: esp3800 <esp3800@aol.com>

Subject: Fwd: Lobbying Activity aside... too close
Date: Mon, Jan 14, 2019 1:20 am

Attachments: Q3 2017 Englander #2.pdf (204K), 2017-Q2 Englander 2.pdf (189K), (Q1 lobbying) 2018 Englander.pdf (278K),
Q2 2018 Lobbying Englander .pdf (219K), Q4 2017 Lobbying Englander .pdf (235K), Q4 2015 w: Berghoff.pdf (195K)

 
Check this out...

 
Link to SoCal Connected:  3:06 in for the graphic. 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/family-ties-may-mean-favors-for-la-county-supervisors-son-0 
 
Older Knabe served on the board putting motions in play, younger Knabe raked it in,
 
At the city, Older Englander rakes it in after younger Englander serves up favorable motions at council.
 
Maybe these treasured clients....want to cover the taxpayers cost on this uncecessary self-serving election?
 
Doesn't seem fair to make Waste Management cover the whole thing?
 
 
AT&T Enterprise Services (AT & T and its affiliates)
Anthem, Inc.
American Golf Corporation  
BNSF Railway Company
Clark Construction Group - California, LP
Coca Cola Bottling USA
LaTerra Properties 
Los Angeles City Attorneys Association 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car  
JetBlue Airways Corporation
Motorola, Inc.
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Nike 
Official Police Garage Assn of LA  
Onni Contracting (CA) Inc.
SAS Institute Inc.  
Starbucks Coffee Company 
Waste Management Inc.  
Westfield Airports, LLC  
Xerox Corporation 
 
 
 
Q4 2018  __________
Q3 2018  __________
 
Englander Knabe & Allen 
Q2 2018  $1,162,810     June 2018
Q1 2018  $1,046,127     March 2018
 
Q4 2017 $1,220,239   Dec 2017
Q3 2017  $1,228,597     Sept 2017
Q2 2017  $1,116,225     June 2017
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From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com>
To: esp3800 <esp3800@aol.com>

Subject: Fwd: Keeping up with Kathryn // Meaningfully Involved
Date: Mon, Jan 14, 2019 10:11 am

-----Original Message----- 
From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com> 
To: david.tristan <david.tristan@lacity.org> 
Sent: Wed, Dec 19, 2018 11:10 am 
Subject: Re: Keeping up with Kathryn // Meaningfully Involved 
 
Got it.  You're still in a meeting.   
Please convey to the entire commission. 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com> 
To: david.tristan <david.tristan@lacity.org> 
Sent: Wed, Dec 19, 2018 9:07 am 
Subject: Fwd: Keeping up with Kathryn // Meaningfully Involved 
 
How could the City Council ethically appoint Greig Smith, a recent Waste Management lobbyist, as a voting member of CD12,
given his role as a lobbyist and the myriad items for which he substantially participated in, in that district?    
 
I thought he termed out.  How can he reprise his role as councilmember...?   
 
Does the Ethics commission believe that the City Council has the authority to vote the Waste Management lobbyist in on the
merits and override the 'lifetime ban'?
 

You are permanently prohibited from receiving compensation (monetary or non-monetary) to attempt to
influence City action on a specific matter in which you personally and substantially participated during
your City service. The ban lasts as long as the matter is still pending before a City agency or the City is a
party to the matter. You are also prohibited from advising or assisting anyone else who attempts to
influence action on the matter.
 
Personal and substantial participation includes but is not limited to making or voting on a decision,
making a recommendation, rendering advice, and conducting research or an investigation. It does not
include ministerial acts, such as simply scheduling a meeting.
 
As a reminder, you are also permanently prohibited from using or disclosing confidential information that
you gain during City service. 

 
Eric Preven
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: David Tristan <david.tristan@lacity.org> 
To: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com> 
Sent: Tue, Dec 18, 2018 6:27 am 
Subject: Re: Keeping up with Kathryn // Meaningfully Involved 
 
Eric,
 
Below is the link to our Revolving Door brochure which covers the activities of employees once they leave city service.
 
https://ethics.lacity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Revolving_Door_Brochure.pdf 
 
David 
 
On Fri, Dec 14, 2018 at 1:35 PM Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com> wrote: 

Hi, David,
Refresh my memory, the holdback on Englander influencing city business
is going to be how long?
 
Meaning, under the current rules, how long before Englander can make a call or gesture to a city employee attempting
to influence city business? 





imr,
MOTION

The City of Los Angeles has oeen steadfast in its commitment to reducing our reliance 
on landfills and the environmental impacts of the waste we generate. Through efforts to 
increase recycling, leverage organic assets, and reduce waste, the Bureau of Sanitation 
implements programs and policies that uphold our local goals while ensuring the City maintains 
compliance with state mandates for landfill diversion.

In as much as the City has been a pioneer in managing our solid resources, we must 
remain tenacious in our pursuit of zero waste.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) provide the Council with an 
update in 60 days on the City’s progress towards achieving solid resources goals of zero waste, 
recycling, and landfill diversion; LASAN should include the following In the report

• Current and projected waste diversion rates, and options and recommendations to 
accelerate the City’s progress towards our zero waste goals;

The status of the global commodities market, and ways to diversify market opportunities 
for the City’s recyclable materials;

The evolution of the recycling industry, and the strategies municipalities employ to 
reduce waste; and

The availability of new technologies, models, and other innovative approaches for the 
recycling or diversion of various material types.

h t in ez
PRESENTED BY'

NURY M
CounciIwdfaan, Sixth District

SECONDED BY:

NOY 2 3 201B


