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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must first have been adopted 
in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, California has the fifth largest economy in the world, and the largest Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
of any state in the nation; and

WHEREAS, despite California’s leadership in the global economy, the state falls in the nation’s bottom quintile on 
nearly every measure of public K-12 school funding and school staffing; and

WHEREAS, California ranks 45m nationally in the percentage of taxable income spent on education, 41s5 in 
per-pupil funding, 45th in pupil-teacher ratios and 48th in pupil-staff ratios; and

WHEREAS, K-12 school funding has not substantially increased, adjusting for inflation, for more than a decade;
and

WHEREAS, under the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), state funding for K-12 schools has only this 
recently returned to levels predating the Great Recession of 2007; and

WHEREAS, the modest revenue increases since the implementation of LCFF have been eroded by rapidly 
increasing costs for health care, pensions, transportation and utilities; and

WHEREAS, California funds schools at roughly $1,961 per student less than the national average, which 
translates to approximately $3,462 per student when adjusted for California being a high-cost state; and

WHEREAS, California trails the average of the top 10 states by almost $7,000 in per-pupil funding; and

WHEREAS, to close opportunity and achievement gaps and create a public school system that offers consistently 
high levels of education, the State must provide appropriate resources to meet student need;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption ot this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeies hereby includes in its 2019-20 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for any 
legislative or administrative action that would fund California public schools at the national average or higher by 
the year 2020, and at a level that is equal to or above the average of the top 10 states nationally by 2025 and to 
maintain, at a minimum, this level of funding until otherwise decreed.
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JOE BUSCAINO 
Councilmember, 15th District
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