RULES, ELECTIONS. INTERGOVERNMENTALRELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position ofthe City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules,
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the
concurrence ofthe Mayor; and

WHEREAS, existing law designates specific days as holidays in the State of California on
which community colleges and public schools are required to close; and

WHEREAS, existing law entitles State employees, with specified exceptions, to be given time
off with pay for specified holidays; and

WHEREAS, on the days of statewide general elections, individuals who are eligible to vote
are often limited to exercise their ability to vote due to occupational or educational commitments when
polls are open; and

WHEREAS, AB 177 (Low) would add the day on which a statewide general election is held,
which is the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of any even-numbered year, to the
designated list of holidays that would 1) require community colleges and public schools to close, and
2) require that state employees, with specified exceptions, be given time off with pay; and

WHEREAS, adding the day on which a statewide general election is held to the list of State-
recognized holidays would increase political engagement through participation in the civic process by
ensuring that all voters will have time to vote on Election Day; and

WHEREAS, thirteen states have made Election Day a paid holiday for state employees in order
to increase voter turnout at the polls;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the
adoption ofthis Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative
Program support for AB 177 (Low) which would add the day on which a statewide general election is
held, which is the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November ofany even-numbered year, to the
State-designated list of holidays, and require that 1) community colleges and public schools be closed,
and 2) state employees, with specified exceptions, be given time off with pay for days on which a
statewide general election is held.
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