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April 15, 2019 

Council President Herb Wesson 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Support for Senate Bill 50 (Council File #19-0002-S38, Agenda Item #27) 

Council President Wesson, 

Established in 1924, Central City Association (CCA) is committed to advancing policies and projects that 
enhance Downtown Los Angeles’ vibrancy and increase investment in the region. CCA represents more 
than 400 businesses, trade associations and nonprofit organizations, and we are strongly supportive of 
policies that will address our state’s backlog of 3.5 million homes and help produce housing at all 
income levels. It is for that reason that we write in support of Senate Bill 50 (Wiener) and ask that you 
oppose the resolution before you on April 16th. 

In the resolution, the City’s Transit-Oriented Communities (TOC) program is cited as a reason for 
maintaining local control and opposing SB 50. Since the approval of the TOC guidelines in September 
2017, the program has resulted in applications for over 13,000 new homes including nearly 2,400 for 
low-income households. Of those 2,400 affordable units, 42% are dedicated to LA residents earning 30% 
of area median income or less. Thanks to the program’s forward-thinking parking incentives, many TOC 
projects include less than 1 parking space per unit, making these new homes more affordable and 
encouraging car-free and car-lite households to occupy them. And because it’s structured as an 
incentive program, the TOC guidelines have accomplished all of this at no cost to the City, preserving 
public funds for use on additional affordable homes, supportive housing, and homeless shelters. By any 
measure of housing affordability or environmental sustainability, the TOC program has been a great 
success. 

SB 50 builds on that success. It takes many of the lessons learned from the TOC program, improves on 
them, and applies them across the state at the scale needed to meaningfully address our affordability 
challenges. Far from being “one-size-fits-all,” SB 50 offers different incentives based on factors including 
transit quality and station distance, job access, and local socioeconomic factors; these same 
characteristics are shared by the TOC guidelines. As with statewide educational standards and emissions 
targets, SB 50 establishes minimum standards that local jurisdictions can meet or exceed, but it doesn’t 
allow any city to foist its responsibilities onto neighboring jurisdictions, as many do today. Every city 
must pull its weight to build a more affordable California, and SB 50 will finally ensure that they do. 

SB 50 further improves upon the TOC program by permitting more homes in low density, transit-
accessible residential zones that haven’t contributed to the housing solution. The bill will produce more 
affordable homes in some of our most exclusionary communities, here in LA and across the state, 
reducing pressure on lower- and middle-income neighborhoods. It also includes displacement 
protections that go far beyond those provided by the City, prohibiting SB 50 incentives from being used 
on any parcel occupied by renters in the past seven years. These are policies that housing providers and 
tenant advocates can both get behind, and they should enjoy your support as well. 
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SB 50 is supported by a diverse array of organizations including the National Resources Defense Council, 
the California League of Conservation Voters, AARP California, Habitat for Humanity, the California 
Association of Realtors, the Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern California, the UC Student 
Association, the California Labor Association, the State Building and Construction Trades Council, and 
business organizations including the LA Area Chamber of Commerce and CCA. SB 50 is also endorsed by 
numerous elected officials including the mayors of San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, and Sacramento. 

In contrast to overheated rhetoric and misinformation coming from opponents of SB 50, the bill’s 
authors have demonstrated that they’re committed to creating more affordable, sustainable, healthy 
communities that are socially and economically enriching. The breadth of its endorsements, 14 
bipartisan legislative coauthors, and 9-to-1 vote at its first Senate committee are testaments to that fact. 

CCA will continue to defend practical, effective policies like the TOC program and champion bold 
proposals like SB 50 that help us create a more affordable and inclusive region; we are for both-and 
solutions, not either/or. We strongly encourage City Council to join us and our many partners in 
supporting SB 50 and working toward statewide, collaborative solutions that match the scale of our 
housing challenges.  

Sincerely,  

Jessica Lall 
President & CEO, Central City Association of Los Angeles 

Cc: Los Angeles City Council 
Vince Bertoni, Planning Director 
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