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Honorable Herb Wesson, Los Angeles City Council President 
Los Angeles City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles CA 90012 BY:

Re: Dog Meat Trade, Council File 19-0002-SI01 

Dear Council President Wesson: — -

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of representatives of all 
34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, 
VANC passed a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. Prior to their 
deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a completely inhumane and 
brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: "From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept 
in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of each other. The method of slaughter is usually extremely 
(and even intentionally) brutal, and the dogs are often butchered in full view of the others.”

"Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce tender meal and 
increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be intentionally subjected to extreme 
fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, 
dogs are often electrocuted and their necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other 
dogs.” Additional information regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting their lives on 
the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack from the North. Tens of 
thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of thousands were wounded, protecting 
South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and alongside our First Responders. Dogs are 
instrumental in working with returning Veterans with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally 
South Korea stop killing and torturing dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast majority of 
Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9,2018, the Valley Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that the San Fernando Valley 
Councilmembcrs introduce a motion in the Los Angeles City Council opposing the South Korean 
dog meat trade and asking the South Korean government to ban the dog meat trade and enforce 
South Korea's animal cruelty laws.

On June 5,2019, Councilmemhers Blumenfield and Ryu introduced a resolution asking the 
governments of China, Vietnam, South Korea, Cambodia, and Indonesia to ban the sale of dog meat 
and to enforce their animal cruelly laws (Council File 19-0002-S101). The resolution has been 
referred to the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations Committee, which you chair. We 
urge you to support this resolution.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services 
EmaiI: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100 1

cc: Jordan Beroukhim

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com


Information Regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade

According to the Animal Welfare Institute (AWI) and other sources, approximately one to 
two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. Prior to their deaths, these 
dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a completely inhumane and 
brutal manner. As stated by AWI: “From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in 
cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of each other. The method of slaughter is usually 
extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, and the dogs are often butchered in full view of 
the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce 
tender meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be 
intentionally subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, 
hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their 
necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.”

Please see https://awionline.ora/dogmcat (Animal Welfare Institute)

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are 
putting their lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or 
nuclear attack from the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean 
War, and tens of thousands were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in 
our armed forces and alongside our First Responders. Dogs are instrumental in 
working with returning Veterans with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally 
South Korea stop killing and torturing dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast 
majority of Americans.

Some videos of the South Korean dog meat trade (in increasing order of how graphic they 
are) are as follows:

https://vwvwsvoutube,c_Qin/watch?v=goDx7 DdRiE

httpsyf/wwwJyQUtube.com/watch?v=clnp870Sn58

https://fightdogmeat.com/vldeos-south-korea-graphic/

https://www.voutube.com/watch7v- ZV0igGb4R0&has verified=l (Shocking 
Cruelty of South Korean Dog Meat Industry Part 1 of 2 - Requires Youtube age 
verification to view)
https:/./wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=ivHffcM5B6w
(Shocking Cruelty of South Korean Dog Meat Industry Part 2 of 2 - Requires Youtube 
age verification to view)

Jeffrey Mausner
Email: Jeff(B>Mausnertaw.com
Cell phone: (310) 617-8100

https://awionline.ora/dogmcat
https://vwvwsvoutube,c_Qin/watch?v=goDx7_DdRiE
https://fightdogmeat.com/vldeos-south-korea-graphic/
https://www.voutube.com/watch7v-_ZV0igGb4R0&has_verified=l
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Honorable Bob Blumenfield, Los Angeles City Councilmember 
Los Angeles City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles CA 90012

December 14,2018

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Councilmember Blumenfield:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley, including 
Neighborhood Councils in your district. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, VANC 
passed a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. Prior to 
their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a completely 
inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: “From birth to 
slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of each other. The 
method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, and the dogs are often 
butchered in full view of the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce tender 
meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be intentionally 
subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, hanging, or 
electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their necks are 
broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.” Additional information regarding 
the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting their 
lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack from the 
North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of thousands were 
wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and alongside our First 
Responders. Dogs are instrumental in working with returning Veterans with PTSD. We 
respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing dogs, a practice which 
is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9,2018, the Valley Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and the other San 
Fernando Valley Councilmcmbers introduce a motion in the Los Angeles City Council 
opposing the South Korean dog meat trade and asking the South Korean government to 
ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea’s animal cruelty laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services 
Email: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100

cc: John Popoch, Svetlana Pravina, Andrew Pennington, Ali Pugash

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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March 14,2019

Honorable David Ryu
Los Angeles Cily Councilmember

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Councilmember Ryu:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley, including 
neighborhoods in your district. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, VANC passed 
a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. 
Prior to their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a 
completely inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: 
“From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of 
each other. The method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, 
and the dogs are often butchered in full view of the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce 
tender meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be 
intentionally subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, 
hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their 
necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.” Additional 
information regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting 
their lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack 
from the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of 
thousands were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and 
alongside our First Responders. Dogs are instrumental in working with returning Veterans 
with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing 
dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9,2018, the Valley 
Alliance of Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and the 
other San Fernando Valley Counciimembers introduce a motion in the Los Angeles 
City Council opposing the South Korean dog meat trade and asking the South 
Korean government to ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea's animal 
cruelty laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Sendees
Email: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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Honorable Paul Koretz, Los Angeles City Councilmember
Los Angeles City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles CA 90012

December 15,2018

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Councilmember Koretz:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley, including 
Neighborhood Councils in your district. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, 
VANC passed a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. 
Prior to their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a 
completely inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: 
“From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of 
each other. The method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, 
and the dogs are often butchered in full view of the others.

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce 
tender meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be 
intentionally subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, 
hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their 
necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.” Additional 
information regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting 
their lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack 
from the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of 
thousands were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and 
alongside our First Responders. Dogs are instrumental in working with returning Veterans 
with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing 
dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9,2018, the Valley 
Alliance of Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and the 
other San Fernando Valley Councilmembers introduce a motion in the Los Angeles 
City Council opposing the South Korean dog meat trade and asking the South 
Korean government to ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea's animal 
cruelty laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services
Hmail: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100

cc: Jim Bickhart

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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March 14,2019

Honorable Paul Krekorian 
Los Angeles City Councilmember

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Councilmember Krekorian:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley, including 
neighborhoods in your district. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, VANC passed 
a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. 
Prior to their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a 
completely inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: 
“From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of 
each other. The method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, 
and the dogs are often butchered in full view of the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce 
tender meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be 
intentionally subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be kilted via bludgeoning, 
hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their 
necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.” Additional 
information regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting 
their lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack 
from the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of 
thousands were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and 
alongside our First Responders. Dogs arc instrumental in working with returning Veterans 
with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing 
dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9,2018, the Valley 
Alliance of Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and the 
other San Fernando Valley Councilmembers introduce a motion in the Los Angeles 
City Council opposing the South Korean dog meat trade and asking the South 
Korean government to ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea's animal 
cruelty laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services
Email: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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June 11,2019

Honorable Nury Martinez, Los Angeles City Councilmember
Los Angeles City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles CA 90012

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Councilmember Martinez:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley, including 
Neighborhood Councils in your district. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, VANC 
passed a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food evety year in South Korea. Prior to 
their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a completely 
inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: “From birth to 
slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of each other. The 
method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, and the dogs are often 
butchered in full view of the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce tender 
meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be intentionally 
subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, hanging, or 
electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their necks are 
broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.” Additional information regarding 
the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting their 
lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack from the 
North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of thousands were 
wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and alongside our First 
Responders. Dogs are instrumental in working with returning Veterans with PTSD. We 
respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing dogs, a practice which 
is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9,2018, the Valley Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and the other San 
Fernando Valley Councilmembers introduce a motion in the Los Angeles City Council 
opposing the South Korean dog meat trade and asking the South Korean government to 
ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea’s animal cruelty laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services
Email: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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Honorable Greig Smith
Los Angeles City Councilmember

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Councilmember Smith:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley, including 
neighborhoods in your district. At its monthly meeting on August 9,2018, VANC passed a 
resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. Prior 
to their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a 
completely inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: “From 
birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of each other. 
The method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, and the dogs 
are often butchered in full view of the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce tender 
meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be intentionally 
subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, hanging, or 
electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their necks are 
broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.” Additional information 
regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United Slates is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are putting their 
lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack from 
the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of thousands 
were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and alongside our 
First Responders. Dogs are instrumental in working with returning Veterans with PTSD.
We respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing dogs, a practice 
which is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9, 2018, the Valley Alliance 
of Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and the other San 
Fernando Valley Councilmeinbers introduce a motion in the Los Angeles City Council 
opposing the South Korean dog meat trade and asking the South Korean government 
to ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea's animal cruelty laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services
Email: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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Honorable Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles
Los Angeles City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles CA 90012

December 23,2018

Re: South Korean Dog Meat Trade 

Dear Mayor Garcetti:

As you know, the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (VANC) consists of 
representatives of all 34 Neighborhood Councils in the San Fernando Valley. At its 
monthly meeting on August 9,2018, VANC passed a resolution regarding the following:

Approximately one to two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. 
Prior to their deaths, these dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a 
completely inhumane and brutal manner. As stated by the Animal Welfare Institute: 
“From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of 
each other. The method of slaughter is usually extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, 
and the dogs are often butchered in full view of the others.”

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce 
tender meat and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be 
intentionally subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, 
hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their 
necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.”

Additional information regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade is attached.

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel arc putting 
their lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or nuclear attack 
from the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean War, and tens of 
thousands were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in our armed forces and 
alongside our First Responders. Dogs are instrumental in working with returning Veterans 
with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally South Korea stop killing and torturing 
dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast majority of Americans.

Therefore, at its regular public monthly meeting on August 9, 2018, the Valley 
Alliance of Neighborhood Councils passed a Resolution requesting that you and 
members of your administration who have dealings with South Korean officials raise 
our opposition to the South Korean dog meat trade and ask the South Korean 
government to ban the dog meat trade and enforce South Korea's animal cruelty 
laws.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Mausner, VANC Liaison to L.A. Animal Services 
LmaiI: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com. Phone: 310-617-8100.

cc: Claudia Luna, Tanaz Golshan

mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com


Information Regarding the South Korean Dog Meat Trade
According to the Animal Welfare Institute (AWI) and other sources, approximately one to 
two million dogs are killed for food every year in South Korea. Prior to their deaths, these 
dogs endure a lifetime of abuse and are often slaughtered in a completely inhumane and 
brutal manner. As stated by AWI: “From birth to slaughter, these dogs are kept in 
cramped, rusty cages stacked on top of each other. The method of slaughter is usually 
extremely (and even intentionally) brutal, and the dogs are often butchered in full view of 
the others/’

“Most horrifically—due to a traditional belief that high adrenaline levels will produce 
tender meal and increase the supposed health benefits—dogs who are killed may be 
intentionally subjected to extreme fear and suffering and be killed via bludgeoning, 
hanging, or electrocution. At the open-air markets, dogs are often electrocuted and their 
necks are broken—all in plain sight to passers-by and the other dogs.”

Please see https://awionlinc.org/dognicat (Animal Welfare Institute)

The United States is spending billions of dollars, and our military personnel are 
putting their lives on the line, to assist our ally South Korea in deterring invasion or 
nuclear attack from the North. Tens of thousands of Americans died in the Korean 
War, and tens of thousands were wounded, protecting South Korea. Dogs serve in 
our armed forces and alongside our First Responders. Dogs are instrumental in 
working with returning Veterans with PTSD. We respectfully request that our ally 
South Korea stop killing and torturing dogs, a practice which is abhorrent to the vast 
majority of Americans.
Some videos of the South Korean dog meat trade (in increasing order of how graphic they 
are) are as follows:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goDx7 PdRiE

https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=clnp870Sn58

https://fightdogmeat.com/videos-south-korea-graphic/

https://www, voutube.com/watch?v= ZVQigGb4R0&has verified=l (Shocking 
Cruelty of South Korean Dog Meat Industiy Part 1 of 2 - Requires Youtube age 
verification to view)
https: / / www.voutube.com/watch?v=i vHffcM5B6w
(Shocking Cruelty of South Korean Dog Meat Industry Part 2 of 2 - Requires Youtube 
age verification to view)

Jeffrey Mausner
Email: Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
Cell phone: (310) 617-8100

https://awionlinc.org/dognicat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goDx7_PdRiE
https://www.youtube.com_/watch?v=clnp870Sn58
https://fightdogmeat.com/videos-south-korea-graphic/
https://www,_voutube.com/watch?v=_ZVQigGb4R0&has_verified=l
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=i
mailto:Jeff@MausnerLaw.com
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Edmund D. Edeiman Children's Court 
Judicial Officers

PERMANENT ASSIGNMENTS

Son by: Department | Last Nan-e

.-hone

Attains. Rashida A. i.'i <32j; > .,-Lj

Aiakak Akemi Judge (323)307-8014414

Barnes. Craig S. Judge 405 (323) 307-8005

Bianco, O. Brett Judge 416 (323)307-8016

Olackshaw, Julie i-o>: lodge (323)307-8012412

Blackwell. N.cheiJe L. Commissioner 406 (323)307-8006

Brackelmanns. Lisa A. Commissioner (323) 307-8009409

Birdsong Kristen Commissioner 422 (323)307-8022

Castro. Emma Commissioner 415 (323)307-8015

D>az, Rudolph A. judge 419 (323)307-8019

downing. Marguerite D. 407 (323) 307-8007Judge

Greenberg Victor H. Judge 400 (323)307-8030

Helton, Sabina A. Judge 403 (323)307-8003

Henry. Margaret S. Judge > 418 (323) 307-8018

Keily. Mary E. (323)307-8011Judge 411

losnkk. Debra L. Judge 400 (323)307-8030

Warper, Stephen C. Commissioner 410 (323)307-8010

Matthews, Martha A. Judge 424

Navarro, Pete R. Commissioner 413 (323)307-8013

Nelson. Jean M. Judge 402 (323)307-8002

Nguyen. Kim l. Judge 401 (323) 307-8001

Padiila. Steff Commissioner 421 (323)307-8021

Ramirez. Nancy A. Judge 418 (323)307-8018

VSeng, Ians M. Judge 420 (323)307-8020

http://www.lacourt,org/courthouse/judicialofficers/ccj 7/2/2019
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Mof* CourthouME
Soto, Philip L. (323) 307-8008408judge

ii
Stone, Natalie P. judge 409 (323)307-8009 a

E:i!
3 Trendacosta, Anthony A. Judge (323)307-8030400

Judge 42S (323)307-8083Vliamontes. Victor G.

(323)307-8017Whitaker, Michael £. Judge 417

Zeidier. Oaniel Zeke Judge 404 (323) 307-8004

Edmund O. Edelman Children's Court 
Location, Parking and Building Hours

Courthouse Contacts and 
Phone Numbers

■■Un

General Courthouse Directory

„■ i

juvenile Dependency Directory

Judicial Of fleets 

Counrooms

1 .V •:

Services Located at the Courthouse 

Other Organizations at the Courthouse

Courthouse News

News Releases

Notices To Attorneys

ADA

information for Persons 
with Disabilities

Search Courthouses

to ouk kfy fwl a roiirih'Hfet, enn-r * cuy, 
tounhous* nan*, or any pan of fKatklrett:
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Los Angeles Model Court
Brief History

The to* Angeics Chsdren's Court Is the langasl dependency court in thb nation with an average ol 1400 now petitions lied each month end a total of 20 
Judicial officers Tt-e majority of esses ara heard In he Edmund D Edelman Cniklren'j Court he nation's first dependency coishouie designed a* a 
cMd-senserve faculty. Ouring he Urns the oourt has participated in the Model Courts Protect the number or children in foster care has declined by My 
percent. The Los Angeles Model Court oondnues to be a source of innovation ter courts around he country. The Model Court is ooded by Judge 
Margaret S. Henry, Supervising Superior Court Judge of Dependency end Judge Mtetiael Nash, Presktng Juvenile Court Judge end NCJFCJ President 
Judge Nash has been the Lead Judge since Ihe Model Court's inception in 1999.

LMdenhip

Current Land Judge(s): Judge Michael Nash. Judge Margaret S. Henry

Court website • trKp/'vnvw.laaupertorcourloiiirldcjlioria/Ui/loc»tton,aspx?loc=CCJ4

Successfully bnptamentsd Signs tun Best Practices

r. Adaption Saturdays and Reuniftcacon Celebrations

Recognizing the number of children awaiting adoption. Judge Nash instrtuled Adoption Saturday wh cb has become a nationwMe celebration. The LOS 
Angeles Adoption Osy Program started in 1997 as e partnership between the Alienee for Children s Rights. Gibson Dunn A Cnacher. the Department of 
Children end Y amity Services and Public Counsel Lew Center On Saturdays throughout he year attorneys, court stall, and fudges volunteer their firm 
to complete hundred* or foster cars adoptions. According to the Affiance for Ch*dren's Rights, me sutmenvo program boasts he completion of over 
20.000 adoptions to date.

In 2010. Iha Modal Court applied a similar model lo celebrating re unifications between chfdren and their oarents Parents that reunify are recognized 
throughout the year by judicial officers end a week.long celebration la held each year to honor Reuritication Heroes. These heroes Include parents as 
wet as professionals that have been instrumental in bringing children and parents bock together. The County L'oard ot Supervisors presents 
Reunification Heroes with an award and hosts a reception fix honorees.

2. Psychotropic Metficefions

The Model Court developed a protocol lo monitor children taking psychotropic medication. This protocol has been revised and refined over several 
years as new research emerges on medications end the well-being of children The Model Court wet instrumental in drafting tire stole court rules and 
forms related to psychotropic mediations. The protocol cells tor ccUabocelive relationships among Judicial officers, chid welfare supervisors and 
caseworkers, psychiatrists and metrical professional s: paining for caregivers: and Jurridal inquiry regardtog therapy medication management, dtognosis. 
and the defers understanding of Ida or her condition: among other items.

The most recent addition to the protocol defined slaps Judges and other professionals should lake poor to a youth readdng the age of majority. These 
steps are intended to ensure that each youth is equipped and empowered 'o manage their mental health needs prior lo teevmg foster cate. Judge Nash 
end Judge Amy Patman ara members of NCJFCJ'a Psychouoprc Medications Convnitee and ara contributing to a guide forjudges feat can be used 
naltonwtde.

Additional Beat Practices and Initiatives Implemanttd

Children in court

One Family-One Judge

Courtroom teams

Geographic case distribution

I:Drug courts

Quel status protocol for juvenile justice and dependency involved youth

sHealth and wet-being protocols

ITeen and unplanned pregnancy l(
Courts Catalyzing Change Prebminacy Protective Hearing Benchcard implomatitallon and Research

Parent Representation

http://www.ncjfcj.org/los-angeles-modeI-court 7/2/2019
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NATIONAL flOAL: Indian Child Wallers Act flCWAl CmUm * Tribal ElKMflement

The Cltikben't Counties a dedicated Indan Chid WMhm docket and and the Department of ChMen and Family Services hat an ICWA unit This 
model provide* interne oversight of cases Inuolvmg Naive ferrates end enstaes aiat otwjodWal officer w« hear [he majority of a caae. hcolaboiKM 
Ca«t Law Update me*tlngs. which ara held neatly every month, me coot dtaeuesas me reguiramenl* oflto Marat and state tone. The lo* Angeles 
County Counters Office adapted tta cat* menegement system and oolaboiaM urth iiw Cetttomla AdntttMmiMa Office of tie Courts' Tttoel Projects 
Unk and the Cherokee tribe to do e-noddng for ICWA cases This project ha« now become a national project <A the National Center for State Courts

STATE GOAL:

The Model Court developed a dual Statue protocol to Mow youth who are Doth dependent and definquenl to he stmultaneousiy under me juvente court's 
Juriatictlon. Prior to tie passage of Assembly BM 129 (AS 129). which bacane elective »i 7005. ca.'ifoima law d«j not atow simultaneous dependency 
end delinquency jurisdfcllon. AS 128 aPowod CaHoov.i coi.-neo* to develop a dual jurisdiction process with me concurrence of each county-* Child 
VUsrtdra Director, Chief Probation Officer, and Juvenile Court Presiding Judge The Los Angeles Model Court crested a process for youth who hive 
simultaneous Involvement in the dependency end delinquency court systems The goals of me process wore to alow n youth to be under lie juriedicliart 
of both systems at tba same dm*. to reduce a youth's time m Hie system, to continue, without interruption, senn-.es for the youth and the famdy. and to 
Improve permenancy outcomes for youth. Despite being available lo counties across the slate, few counties nave token advantage of the opportunity 
provided by AB124. The court serves at a technical assistance resource, advocate, and mentor lor other couns in the state interested in pursuing a 
simter model.

LOCAL GOAL: CtWd WeO-Beino on Education and Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy

Education

Judge Nash and a muaidntipllnarv task lore* dratted school attendance protocols and guidelines In developing the protocols the task force found mat a 
number of CaHomia statutes—found in penal, education, and municipal coda*—criminalize student tardinee*and attendance issues, making it harder 
lor students to get beck on track after an ■nddonce of truancy. The task force did not (tod any evidence met crtminakzabon is an effective response, and 
therefore, developed e graduated system that provides assessments, leffim*. and sufficient supports to ensure that students end families can access 
services and resotsote to addraee the underiyinu cor-drtions or reasons that caused the attendance stue ihe protocol requres data sharing among 
youth serving agenda* eudi a* the court school districts, child welfare agency, law enforcement, etc

Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy

The court la also participating in the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy's TA p-qom to lesi .udic ai bench cards The court 
designed a research study, similar to lie study conducted for CCC. to examine the use of the teen and unplanned pregnancy beneneards information 
tram the study wd be forthcoming. " "

ABOUT OUR WORK NEWS EDUCATION RESOURCES BECOME A MEMBER

sea/ef) ncooirrtt contact stone donate

f * in «•

\ GET EMAIL UPDATES
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Edmund 0. Edelman Children's Court 
General Courthouse Directory JUL - 3 2019

BY:

f-t:^ords
Edmund 0. Edelman Children's Court 
Location, Parking and Building Hours2ND floor Room 2700Location

323 307-8000PhCne
Courthouse Contacts and 

Phone NumbersPhono Hours 8.30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
130 p.m.- 3:30 p in.

- V

General Courthouse Directory
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K;

2ND Floor Room 2100Location Juvenile Dependency Directory

323 307-3000Phone
Judicial Officers 

Courtrooms
Phone Hsu's 830 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

130 p.m.- 3:30 p.m.

Services Located at the Courthouse 

Other Organizations at the Courthouse
Av'LA'itlW

2ND Ftoor Room 2700Location

Phone 323307-8000 Courthouse News

8:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 
130 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Phone Hours
News Releases 

Notices To Attorneys

AOA

2ND Fioor Room 2700Location
information for Persons 
with DisabilitiesPhone 323 307-8000

Phone Hours 8:30 a.m. ■ 10:30 a.m. 
1:30 p.m ■ 3:30 p.m. Search Courthouses
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2ND floorLocation

Phone 323 307-8000

8:30 a.m.-430 p.m.Phone Hours
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323 526-6425Phone

<. -Jiv,I
3

Ground FloorLocation

Mon ■ Fri
7:00 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

Hours

Children's Law Center

bTH FloorLocation

Hours Mon - Fri
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

323 980-1700Phone

Description View website for more information.

LobbyL oration

Mon -Frt
8:00 a m. - 5.00 p.m.

Hours

323 859-2883Phone

View website for more information.Description

5TH Floor DEPT 424Location

323 526-6527Phone

view website for more Information.Description
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Lilia Alvarez #206579 
License Status: Active
Address: Edeirnan Children’s Court, 201 Centre Plaza Dr Ste 3, Monterey Park, CA 91754
County: Los Angeles County
Phone Number: Not Available
Fax Number. Not Available
Email: Not Available
Law School: UCLA SOL, Los Angeles CA

Below you will find all changes of license status due to both non-disciplinary administrative matters and 
disciplinary actions.

Discipline Administrative ActionDate
Present
5/15/2000

License Status
Active
Admitted to The State Bar of California

CLA Sections:
California Lawyers .Association (CLA) Is an independent organization and is not part of The State Bar of California.

None

Additional information:
* Explanation of licensee status
* Explanation of disciplinary system
* Explanation of disciplinary actions
* Copies of official licensee discipline records are available upon request

http://members.calbar.ca.gov/fal/Licensee/Detail/206579 7/2/2019
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

CHAPTER SEVEN 
JUVENILE DIVISION RULES

JURISDICTION, CONFIDENTIALITY, AND 
ACCESS TO RECORDS PROCEEDINGS, OR JUVENILES

7.1 JURISDICTION
(a) Jurisdiction. Three classes of children come within the jurisdiction of the Juvenile 

Division: dependent children, status offenders, and youthful offenders. (Welf. & Inst. Code, §§ 300, 
601, 602, and Cal. Rules of Court, rule 5.501 ei seq.)

(b) Coordination of Custody Proceedings. Local Rule 8.34 governs the coordination of 
multiple proceedings involving the same child(ren). Counsel must be familiar with Local Rule 8.34 
and Welfare and Institutions Code section 304, which gives the juvenile court jurisdiction during the 
pendency of a dependency action over all issues in proceedings under the Family Law and Probate 
codes that affect the custody of child(ren).

(1) Identification. The dependency court hearing a matter should determine at the
earliest possible time whether a related family law or probate case is pending in another court. If there 
is a related dependency, family law or probate matter pending, the clerk in Department 400 of the 
dependency court must be immediately notified. Notification procedures are set forth in the 
dependency court’s “Notification to Family Law/Probate Court of Active Dependency Case” 
procedure dated February 6, 2002, which is available at the court’s website, at
www.lasuperiorcourt.org, or from the juvenile court clerk’s office.

(2) Coordination of Multiple Dependency Proceedings Involving Members of the 
Same Family. All attorneys and self-represented parties (collectively defined in Local Rule LI as 
“counsel”) must investigate the existence of any open, closed, or reactivated dependency cases that 
involve the parents, guardians, or other members of the same family. If counsel learns of a pending or 
closed case in another dependency department that involves members of the same family, the attorney 
or party must notify the judges presiding over the cases, who will advise the Supervising Judge of the 
Dependency Court (hereinafter in this Chapter, “Supervising Judge”), After consultation with those 
judges, the Supervising Judge will determine how, and in what department(s), the matters will be heard, 
transferred, consolidated, or coordinated.

(c) Welfare and Institutions Code Section 241.1 Joint Assessments Policy. Welfare and 
Institutions Code section 241.1 mandates a joint assessment by the Department of Children and Family 
Services (“DCFS”) and the Probation Department for a child who appears to come within the 
description of both Welfare and Institutions Code sections 300 and 601 or 602. A referral for a joint 
assessment will be conducted pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the juvenile 
court, DCFS, Probation Department and the Department of Mental Health. A copy of the 
Memorandum may be obtained from the court’s website, at www.lasuperiorcourt.org. or from the 
juvenile court clerk’s office.

(Rule 7.1 new and effective July 1,2011)
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

7.2 CONFIDENTIALITY OF JUVENILE CASE FILES
(a) General Confidentiality. Generally, juvenile case files are confidential except in certain 

circumstances. Documents in a juvenile case file also may be privileged or confidential because of 
other state law or federal law or regulation. Juvenile case files may not be obtained or inspected by 
either civil or criminal subpoena.

Welfare and Institutions Code section 827 governs access to juvenile case files. “Access” may 
include the inspection, copying, and/or dissemination of documents or information from the juvenile 
case file. If a person or agency is not entitled to access, he or she must file a petition with the Presiding 
Judge of the Juvenile Court.

(1) Definition of Juvenile Case File. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 
827 and California Rules of Court, rule 5.552(a), a “juvenile case file” include(s):

a) All documents filed in a juvenile court case;
b) Court reports prepared by probation officers, social workers, or court 

appointed special advocate (“CASA”) volunteers;
c) Documents made available to probation officers, social workers, or CASA

volunteers in preparation of a court report;
d) Documents relating to a child concerning whom a petition has been filed 

in juvenile court that are maintained in the office files of probation officers, social workers, or CASA 
volunteers;

e) Transcripts, records, or reports relating to matters prepared or released by 
the court, probation department, or child welfare services program;

f) Documents, video or audio tapes, photographs, and exhibits admitted into
evidence at juvenile court hearings; and

g) Documents relating to juvenile contacts or investigations that are 
maintained by a law enforcement agency, the Probation Department, or DCFS, which are part of the 
juvenile case file even if juvenile court proceedings have not been initiated.

Documents that are not part of a juvenile case file and thus not under the 
jurisdiction of the juvenile court include, but are not limited to, i) documents in the file of an attorney 
for a party, ii) any document where the subject child has had no contact with law enforcement, DCFS, 
the Probation Department, or the juvenile court, and iii) documents in the personnel file of a social 
worker or probation officer.

(2) Persons or Entities Entitled to Inspect Juvenile Case Files. Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 827(a)(1) and California Rules of Court, rule 5.552(b), set forth the persons and entities 
entitled to inspect a juvenile case file without a court order. This right to inspect does not include: (i) 
court file documents that are placed in confidential envelopes (unless the person seeking to inspect 
these documents is the subject of the documents or attorney for the subject); and (ii) privileged 
documents in the DCFS or Probation Department file.

Persons or entities entitled to inspect a juvenile case file pursuant to Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 827 include:

a) Court personnel;
b) An attorney authorized to prosecute adult criminal or juvenile matters 

under California law (district attorney, city attorney, city prosecutor), or his or her agent with proper 
proof of affiliation;

c) The subject child;
d) The subject child’s parent or legal guardian;

Page 147 of 208
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e) An attorney for a party in a juvenile court proceeding, including an 
appellate attorney, and the agent of such an attorney with proper proof of affiliation, a judge, probation 
officer and law enforcement officer actively participating in a criminal or juvenile proceeding 
involving the child as a party, victim, or witness;

f) The superintendent and designee of the school district where the child is 
enrolled or attending school (see Welf. & Inst. Code, § 828.3);

g) A member of child protective agencies per Penal Code section 11165.9
(police, sheriff, Probation Department, DCFS);

h) The State Department of Social Services for the puiposes delineated in 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 827(a)(l)(l);

i) The State Department of Social Services legal staff or special investigators 
for the purposes delineated in Welfare and Institutions Code section 827(a)(])(J);

j) A member of a children's multi-disciplinary team (see also Welf. & Inst. 
Code, §§ 830 & 830.1, and 18951(d)), and a person or agency currently providing treatment or 
supervision of the minor including but not limited to: i) a physician, surgeon, or other health care 
provider as defined in Business and Professions Code section 6146(c)(2) and Penal Code section 
1J 165.7(a)(21); ii) a psychotherapist as defined in Evidence Code section 1010; iii) a sexual assault or 
domestic violence counselor as defined in Evidence Code sections 1035.2 and 1037.1; iv) a group 
home or foster family agency social worker/case manager (see also Welf. & Inst. Code, § 18951 (d)(4)); 
and v) a Regional Center consumer service coordinator;

k) A family law judge hearing issues of custody and/or visitation in a 
particular case, and the following active participants in that case: i) a court-appointed counsel for the 
child; ii) a family court mediator; iii) a court-appointed evaluator; and iv) a person conducting a court- 
connected child custody evaluation, investigation, or assessment pursuant to Family Code section 311J 
or 3118;

1) A court-appointed investigator actively participating in a guardianship
case;

m) A local child support agency for the purpose of establishing paternity and 
establishing and enforcing child support orders; and

n) A juvenile justice commission established under Welfare and Institutions
Code section 225.

(3) Persons or Entities Entitled to Copy Juvenile Case File Documents Without Court 
Order. A person or entity entitled to inspect a juvenile case file may obtain a copy of the file’s 
documents except for documents that are confidential pursuant to a protective order or documents that 
are confidential pursuant to other state law or federal law or regulation (e.g., psychotropic medication 
authorization requests and Evidence Code section 730 evaluations). Such documents must be placed 
in confidential envelopes.

The court may issue a protective order upon the motion of a party or attorney for a 
party in a juvenile matter to keep certain records confidential (e.g., mental health, medical or 
educational records, criminal history printouts, or police reports). However, a subject of, or an attorney 
for a subject of, records under a protective order may obtain a copy of the records regardless of a 
protective order.

The requesting party bears the cost of copying documents from the juvenile case file 
except for the following persons or entities: a) a child in a pending juvenile court matter, and counsel 
appointed to represent a child pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 317 or 634; b) a State,
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county or other governmental agency, and its counsel; and c) a person who has obtained a waiver of 
court fees and costs pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 3.50 et seq.

(4) Persons or Entities Entitled to Disseminate Juvenile Case File Documents Without 
Court Order, A person or entity entitled to inspect and copy a juvenile case file may disseminate a 
document or information from that file only a) to other persons or entities that are also entitled to 
inspect and copy the file, and b) by attaching the document or information to a record in connection 
with and in the course of a criminal investigation or a proceeding brought to declare a person a 
dependent child or ward of the juvenile court.

This rule does not purport to supersede the right of a defendant in a criminal matter to 
obtain exculpatory juvenile case file evidence from the prosecution in accordance with Brady v. 
Maryland (1963) 373 U.S. 83. Records released pursuant to Brady may be used in the criminal 
proceeding without obtaining an order from the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court.

A person or entity entitled to copy a juvenile case file must file a petition with the 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court in order to disseminate a document or information except as 
stated above.

(5) Persons or Entities That Need a Court Order to Access Juvenile Case Files. A 
person or entity not listed in Local Rule 7.2(a)(2) above must file a petition with the Presiding Judge 
of the Juvenile Court to inspect, copy, or disseminate a juvenile case file document or information.

(6) Access to Delinquency Records or Information Involving Offensefs) Listed in 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 616(a). The name of a child alleged to have committed one of 
the offenses listed in Welfare and Institutions Code section 676(a) is not confidential, unless the 
juvenile court orders the name to be confidential, based on good cause. For a child accused of 
committing such an offense, the following documents are available for public inspection after the 
petition against the chi Id has been sustained: a) the charging petition; b) the minutes of the proceeding; 
and c) the orders of adjudication and disposition of the court.

The court may grant a request by any party or probation officer to prohibit disclosure 
of the above documents if it appears that the harm to the child, victims, witnesses, or public from the 
public disclosure outweighs the benefit of public knowledge. If the court finds that the reason for 
prohibition is to protect the safety of the child, the court should make the finding in writing.

(b) Welfare and Institutions Code Section 827 Petitions. A Petition for Disclosure of Juvenile 
Court Records (Judicial Council Form JV-570) must be filed at the Children’s Court clerk’s office. 
The forms are available at the clerk’s Office or on the Judicial Council website at 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms. The petition will be forwarded to the office of the Presiding Judge of 
the Juvenile Court for review and decision.

(1) Filing Petition. The petitioner must submit the original petition for filing. An 
additional copy with a self-addressed stamped envelope must be included if the petitioner wants a 
conformed copy.

(2) Completing Petition. A failure to complete the petition as specified below may 
result in denial of the petition without prejudice.

a) Specific Information Must be Provided. The petition must provide the 
following information in order to establish good cause for access:

i) The specific records being sought; and
ii) The type of access. If the petitioner seeks to inspect or copy records,

the petition must state the specific reasons for such access. If 
the petitioner is seeking to disseminate the records, the petition
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must indicate to whom dissemination is sought and the purpose 
of dissemination.

b) Records Including More Than One Child. Where more than one child is 
included in a juvenile case file, the court may order the names and/or information of the other children 
redacted as a condition to granting access or copies of the record. Alternatively, the court may prohibit 
disclosure of the record where redaction is not practical or possible. In such cases, the petitioner may 
specifically request access to the file concerning all children.

c) Access for Purposes of Civil Litigation. If access is sought in relation to a
pending civil litigation, the petitioner must attach a copy of the complaint, if any. Access will be 
granted consistent with the guidelines set forth in Navajo Express v. Superior Court of San Mateo 
County (1986) 186 Cal.App.3d 981. .

d) Medical. Psychiatric, and Education Records. Except in limited situations 
where medical, psychiatric, and education records, including Evidence Code section 730 evaluations 
and psychotropic medication authorization requests, are available to a child’s parent, legal guardian, 
or holder of a child’s education rights, such confidential records will be placed in confidential 
envelopes in the court file, and may be accessed only by the subject of the record or his or her attorney. 
(This is not meant to preclude the parties and attorneys in a pending proceeding from obtaining a copy 
of a report that was previously distributed to all parties.) To obtain access to medical, psychiatric, or 
education records in the juvenile case file, a petitioner must: (1) specifically request the records; and
(2) state specific reasons why the records should be disclosed. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile 
Court or his or her designee will determine if good cause exists for the release of medical, psychiatric, 
or education records.

e) Subpoenaed Records. Confidential or privileged records received by 
subpoena and not used and/or distributed to the parties during the proceedings must be placed in a 
separate confidential envelope. The subpoenaed records will be available only to the subject of the 
records and the subject’s attorney. Any other access to the subpoenaed records may occur only through 
court order pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 827.

f) Child Abuse Reports. A child abuse report not in the court file is 
confidential pursuant to Penal Code section 11165 et seq., and may be disclosed only to the persons 
and agencies provided in those sections, or by court order. To obtain access to a child abuse report, a 
petitioner must: (1) specifically request such reports; and (2) state specific reasons why the reports 
should be disclosed. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or his or her designee will determine 
if good cause exists for the release of the child abuse report based on the stated reasons.

(3) Notice. At least five calendar days before the petition is filed with the court, the 
petitioner must serve, or attempt to serve, a copy of the petition on the appropriate parties either 
personally or by first class mail.

a) Denendencv Proceedings.
i) If the petitioner seeks access to juvenile case file records of a child

currently under the jurisdiction of the dependency court, notice 
ofthe petition must be served on the child (if ten years or older), 
the attorney of record for the child, the parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s) of the child, County Counsel, and DCFS.

ii) If the petitioner seeks access to juvenile case file records of a child
who is a former dependent of the juvenile court, notice of the 
petition shall be served on the child (if ten years or older), the
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parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the child, County Counsel, and 
DCFS.

iii) If the petitioner seeks access to juvenile case file records of a child 
who had contact with DCFS but no dependency petition was 
filed, notice of the petition shall be served on the child (if ten 
years or older), the parents) or legal guardian(s) of the child, 
County Counsel, and DCFS.

b) Delinquency Proceedings.
i) If the petitioner seeks access to juvenile case file records of a child

currently under the jurisdiction of the delinquency court, notice 
of the petition shall be served on the child (if eight years or 
older), the attorney of record for the child, the parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s) of the child (if under 18 years old), the District 
Attorney, and the Probation Department.

ii) If the petitioner seeks access to juvenile case file records of a child
who was formerly under the jurisdiction of the delinquency 
court, notice of the petition shall be served on the child (if eight 
years or older), the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the child (if 
under 18 years old), the District Attorney, and the Probation 
Department.

iii) If the petitioner seeks access to juvenile case file records of a child
who has had contact with the Probation Department but no 
delinquency petition was filed, notice of the petition shall be 
served on the child (if eight years or older), the parent(s) or 
legal guardian(s) of the child (if under 18 years old), the District 
Attorney, and the Probation Department.

c) Informal Juvenile and Traffic Court Proceedings. If the petitioner is 
seeking access to juvenile case file records of a child who appeared or has a pending matter in the 
Informal Juvenile and Traffic Court, notice of the petition must be served on the child (if eight years 
or older) and the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the child (if under 18 years old).

(4) Objections. Any objections to the petitioner's request for access to the juvenile 
case file must be submitted in writing to, and received by, the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court 
no later than (a) 15 calendar days after date of service, if the petition was served by fax or personal 
service, or (b) 20 calendar days after date of service, if the petition was served by mail. In order to 
receive a copy of the court’s decision on the petition, the person or agency filing an objection must 
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

a) Time for Objection Shortened for Good Cause. The petitioner may request 
that the lime for filing an objection be shortened to a specific date. The request for shortened time 
must be supported by a separate declaration stating specific reasons why the objection period should 
be shortened. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or his or her designee will approve or deny 
the request based on whether good cause has been established in the declaration, or the matter may be 
set for a hearing.

(5) Court Ruling on Petition. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or his or her 
designee will approve or deny the petition, or set the matter for a hearing. If a petition involves an 
active case, the petition may be delegated to the court of record. The court may approve or deny the 
petition, or set the matter for a hearing within seven court days of the petition’s receipt.
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(6) Case Files of Deceased Dependent Children. If a child dies while he or she is under 
the jurisdiction of the dependency court, the juvenile case file of that child must be released to the 
public upon the filing of a petition, and after notice and an opportunity to object have been provided 
to interested parties.

The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or his or her designee may limit or prohibit 
release of the juvenile case file, or any portion thereof, if that judge finds by the preponderance of 
evidence that release of the information is detrimental to the safety, protection, or physical, or 
emotional well-being of another child who is directly or indirectly connected to the dependency case 
that is the subject of the petition. The procedure for releasing records of a deceased child is pursuant 
to Welfare and Institutions Code section 827(a¥2L

Information relating to another child or which could identify another child must be 
redacted from any records prior to release, unless the court orders otherwise.

(c) Access to Probation and Department of Children and Family Services Records. A person 
or entity who is entitled to inspect a juvenile case file pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 
827(a)(1), or who has a court order from the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or his or her 
designee, may access DCFS or Probation Department files by contacting the respective agency listed 
below:

Los Angeles County Probation Department
Custodian of Records
Hall of Records
320 W. Temple St, Suite 180
Los Angeles, California 90012
TEL: (213) 974-9029

Department of Children and Family Services
Subpoena Liaison ................
201 Centre Plaza Dr., First Floor
Monterey Park, California 91754-2159 
TEL: (323) 526-6891

(Rule 7.2 [7/1/2011, 1/1/2012] amended and effective July 1, 2014)

7.3 PUBLIC AND MEDIA COURTROOM ACCESS
(a) General Rule. Pursuant to Welfare & Institutions Code sections 346 and 676, dependency 

and delinquency proceedings are closed to the public unless the judge handling the proceeding grants 
access.

(1) Access to Dependency Court Proceeding. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 346, a member of the public will not be admitted to a dependency court hearing unless 
(a) a parent/guardian makes a request for admission of a person, and the minor who is the subject of 
the petition consents, (b) the subject minor makes a request for admission of a person, or (c) the judge 
admits a person deemed to have a direct and legitimate interest in a particular case or the work of the 
court.

(2) Access to Delinquency Court Proceeding. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 676, a member of the public will not be admitted to a delinquency court hearing unless: 
(a) the minor who is the subject of the petition and any parent/guardian who is present request
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admission of a person, or (b) the judge admits a person deemed to have a direct and legitimate interest 
in the particular case or the work of the court.

Exceptions for Serious Violent Offenses. The public must be admitted to a delinquency 
court hearing that concerns a delinquency petition alleging the minor has violated one of the serious 
violent offenses listed in Welfare and Institutions Code section 676(a). If, however, the petition alleges 
that the minor has committed rape, sodomy, oral copulation, or rape with a foreign or unknown object, 
the public must not be admitted to a juvenile delinquency hearing where: (a) the district attorney makes 
a motion for a closed hearing upon the victim’s request; or (b) during the victim’s testimony, if the 
victim was under 16 years of age at the time of the offense.

(3) Conditions of Admission. Where a member of the public/media is admitted into a 
juvenile court proceeding, that person a) must provide appropriate identifying information to the court 
bailiff or clerk upon request, b) must conduct himself or herself in a manner consistent with the 
decorum and dignity of the courtroom, and c) must make any request to photograph, record, or 
broadcast the proceeding in accordance with California Rules of Court, rule 1.150.

(b) Observation Orders for Educational Purposes. For the purpose of general education 
regarding the juvenile court system, a request to observe a juvenile court proceeding may be filed in 
the office of the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court. The request must specify the reason for 
observation and must be filed so that the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court has time to consider 
the request and make the appropriate arrangements. An authorization for court observation will not 
permit (1) interviews of the parties, attorneys, or court staff, (2) photography, voice recording, and/or 
videotaping, and (3) public release of any information that identifies individuals or cases. An 
authorization for court observation remains subject to the discretion of the judge handling a particular 
proceeding.

(c) Requests for Interviewing. Photographing. Videotaping, or Voice Recording of 
Dependent/Delinquent Children. A member of the public or media representative must obtain a court 
order from the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court prior to contacting a child if (1) the person seeks 
to interview, photograph, videotape or voice record a child, who that person knows, or has reason to 
know, is under juvenile court jurisdiction and has been removed from the physical custody of the parent 
or legal guardian, and (2) confidential information regarding the child’s case or dependency or 
wardship status may or will be disclosed as a result.

(1) Access to Dependent or Delinquent Children Without Court Permission. This rule 
does not prevent dependent or delinquent children from initiating contact with a person or media 
representative without court permission. This rule does not limit contact between a person or media 
representative and families, attorneys, detention facilities, or court-ordered placements. Finally, the 
rule does not suggest that children, their families, attorneys, or personnel of detention facilities or 
placements have any obligation to agree to an interview or to provide information to a media 
representative.

(2) Request Forms. A request for a court order permitting contact with a child must be 
sent to the office of the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court. (Juvenile Form 2) All of the court’s 
juvenile forms are available on the court’s website or in Room 2700 at the Children’s Court. A failure 
to fully complete all sections of the form may result in a denial of the request without prejudice.

(3) Notice. At least five calendar days before filing, the person initiating the request 
must serve, or attempt to serve, a copy on the appropriate parties either personally, by fax, by first class 
mail, or email.
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In a dependency proceeding, notice must be served on the child, the attorney of record 
for a child who is a dependent of the court, the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the child (who is under 18 
years old) or their attorney, County Counsel, and DCFS.

In a delinquency proceeding, notice must be served on the child, attorney of record for 
a child who is a ward of the court, the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the child (who is under 18 years old), 
the District Attorney, and the Probation Department.

(A) Objections. Any objections to the request must be submitted in writing to, 
and received by, the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court no later than (a) 15 calendar days after date 
of service, if the request was served by fax, email, or personal service, or (b) 20 calendar days after 
date of service, if the request was served by mail. In order to receive a copy of the court’s decision on 
the request, the person or agency filing an objection must include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

(B) Time for Objection Shortened for Good Cause, The requesting party may 
request the time allowed for objections to be shortened. The request for shortened time must provide 
timely notice to ensure any person/agency has an opportunity to object, and establish good cause why 
the objection period should be shortened. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court will approve or 
deny the request based on whether good cause has been established, or set the matter for a hearing.

(4) Ex Parte Requests. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court may grant a request 
on an ex parte basis, without the notice otherwise required, upon a showing of good cause.

(5) Evaluation on Case-bv-Case Basis.
(A) Detrimental to Child’s Best Interests. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile 

Court, or his or her designee, may deny the request if the court finds a reasonable likelihood that the 
requested contact will be detrimental to the child’s best interests.

IBI Burden of Proof. The person or agency opposing the request bears the
burden of showing detriment to the child.

(C) Pertinent Factors. In making its determination, the court may consider, but 
is not limited to, the following factors: age of the child, nature of the allegations in the case, child’s 
expressed desire, child’s physical and emotional health, extent of the present or expected publicity and 
its effect, if any, on the child and his or her family.

ID-) Protective Orders. Where it is necessary to protect the best interests of a 
child, the court may issue additional protective orders to maintain the confidentiality of the child’s 
name and/or identity.

(6) Prompt Determination of Request. Within five court days after the deadline for an 
opposition, the court will make a determination on the request, or set a hearing.

(7) Particularized Findings Where Request Is Denied. If the court denies the request, 
it will issue particularized findings as to why such denial is necessary to serve the child’s best interests.

(d) Research Requests. A person or agency seeking to conduct research involving children 
under juvenile court jurisdiction for educational, scientific, or public policy purposes must petition the 
Presiding Judge for permission to do so. (Juvenile Form 3.)

(1) Petition Process.
(A) Notice. At least five calendar days before filing, the petitioner must serve, 

or attempt to serve, a copy of the petition on the appropriate agencies and other interested parties either 
personally, by first class mail, or by email.

Research proposals involving dependent children must be sent to the following:

Department of Children and Family Services 
Bureau of Information Services, Research Unit
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425 Shatto Place, Room 401 
Los Angeles, CA 90020

County Counsel’s Office 
201 Centre Plaza Drive, Suite 1 
Monterey Park, CA 91754

Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles 
101 Centre Plaza Drive 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 
Attn: Executive Director

Los Angeles Dependency Lawyers, Inc. 
1000 Corporate Center, Suite 308 
Monterey Park, CA 91754

Research proposals involving delinquent children must be sent to the head of 
each delinquency panel for distribution to the other panel members, as well as to the following:

Los Angeles County Probation Department 
Gary Akopyan, (or other designee)
9150 E. Imperial Highway 
Downey, CA 90242

District Attorney’s Office 
Head Deputy 
100 Oceangate, Suite 500 
Long Beach, CA 90802

Juvenile Division

Public Defender’s Office 
Head Deputy — Juvenile Division 
590 Hall of Records 
320 W. Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Alternate Public Defender’s Office 
Juvenile Division 
210 W. Temple Street, 18th floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Independent Juvenile Defender Program 
Los Angeles County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 55020 
Los Angeles, CA 90055-2020
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(B) Objections. Any objection to a research request for access to juvenile 
records must be submitted in writing to, and received by, the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court no 
later than (a) 15 calendar days after date of service, if the request was served by fax, personal service, 
or email, or (b) 20 calendar days after date of service, if served by mail. In order to receive a copy of 
the court’s decision on the petition, the person/agency filing an objection must include a self-addressed 
envelope.

(2) Completing the Petition. The petition for access to juvenile records for research 
purposes must be submitted using the “Petition and Order for Research” form (Juvenile Form 6) and 
include a copy of any materials/questions to be utilized in the research. Any petition for research 
proposing to conduct human subject research, as defined in 45 Code of Federal Regulations section 
46, must be accompanied by approval from an Institutional Review Board (“IRB”). If the petitioner is 
a student, that request must be accompanied by an approval letter from the IRB of the student’s 
university and an approval letter from a faculty advisor. The petitioner must provide in detail a) the 
purpose of the research project, b) a description of the information for which access is requested, c) a 
description of the subjects of the research, d) the methodology to be used to obtain the information, e) 
estimated start and completion dates, and I) any benefits the proposed project may have for the court, 
DCFS or the Probation Department.

(3) Requirements. The petitioner must agree to all of the following: a) pay any and all 
costs incidental to the research/record search; b) abide by all laws regarding confidentiality and the 
policies and procedures of DCFS, the Probation Department, and the court; c) insure no unauthorized 
person or agency has access to case specific information released to the petitioner; d) insure names and 
identifying information of minors are not used in any published documents (i.e., reports, evaluations); 
e) schedule access with the appropriate departments; f) submit all reports using case specific 
information for approval, prior to publication; and g) provide a copy of all research reports upon 
completion to the appropriate agency and the court.

(Rule 7.3 [7/1/2011] amended and effective July 1, 2019)

MEDICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT

7.4 MEDICAL CONSENT PROGRAM
(a) Medical Consent. Welfare and Institutions Code sections 369 and 739 set forth the 

responsibilities of the court, social worker, and probation officer for handling medical consent matters 
for minors in dependency and delinquency. DCFS Is responsible for obtaining required court 
authorization or for authorizing necessaiy medical care for minors who come within the provisions of 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 (abused and neglected children), and the Probation 
Department is responsible for obtaining these authorizations for minors who come within the 
provisions of Welfare and Institutions Code sections 601 and 602 (status offenders and delinquent 
minors, respectively).

During court hours these matters must be handled according to DCFS and Probation 
procedures. The court will intervene only where a minor has been taken into temporary custody and 
the parents object to the treatment. (Welf. & Inst. Code, §§ 369(a) and 739(a).) In 1993, the Presiding 
Judge of the of the Juvenile Court issued a blanket order authorizing DCFS social workers to consent 
to medical treatment for children covered by Welfare and Institutions Code section 369(a).
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(b) Notification. In a case where the court intervenes in providing consent for a medical 
procedure, the clerk must ensure that notice of the procedure and request for consent are given to the 
child’s attorney and Court-Appointed Special Advocate (“CASA”) at the earliest practicable time.

(c) Emergency Medical Consent. Emergency medical consent can be obtained through the 
agency responsible for the minor (DCFS or Probation). Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code 
sections 369(d) and 739(d) the social worker or probation officer, after making reasonable efforts to 
obtain parental consent, has the authority to grant “emergency medical treatment” for any minor who 
“requires immediate treatment for the alleviation of severe pain or an immediate diagnosis and 
treatment of an unforeseeable medical, surgical or dental, or other remedial condition or contagious 
disease which, if not immediately diagnosed and treated, would lead to serious disability or death” 
without need for a court order. The pertinent agency provides this medical consent service 24 hours a 
day, each day of the year.

(Rule 7.4 [7/1/2011] amended and effective July 1, 2014)

7.5 LIFE-SUSTAINING MEDICAL TREATMENT
(a) Policy- The court has authority to order the withdrawal of Life-Sustaining Medical 

Treatment for children subject to juvenile court jurisdiction, including, but not limited to, children who 
are in a permanent unconscious condition, or who are in a terminal condition.

(b) Former ’’Baby Doe Policy1'.
(1) The 1993 Juvenile Court “Baby Doe Policy,” has been renamed Life-Sustaining 

Medical Treatment (“LSMT”) and is now contained in this rule.
(2) Brain Death. The term “brain death” is defined by Health and Safety Code section 

7180. Children determined to be brain dead in accordance with the procedures set forth in Health and 
Safety Code section 7181 are not subject to Local Rule 7.5. Once a patient is determined brain dead, 
and such condition is confirmed by an independent physician pursuant to Health and Safety Code 
section 7181, the patient is legally dead and no criminal or civil liability will result from the termination 
of LSMT. A physician does not need court consent to tenninate LSMT for any patient, adult or minor, 
who is legally dead.

(c) Court Designation. Motions and hearings regarding the commencement, continuation or 
cessation of LSMT must be filed and heard in the department to which the case is assigned.

(d) Definitions.
(1) Life-Sustaining Medical Treatment: Any medical procedure or intervention that 

will serve only to prolong a state of unconsciousness where there is a reasonable degree of medical 
authority that such state of unconsciousness is permanent, or prolong a terminal condition.

(2) Permanent Unconscious Condition: An incurable and irreversible condition that, 
within reasonable medical judgment, renders the patient in an irreversible coma or persistent vegetative 
state.

(3) Terminal Condition: An incurable and irreversible condition that, without the 
administration of life-sustaining medical treatment, will, within reasonable medical judgment, result 
in death within a relatively short time.

(e) Juvenile Court Jurisdiction. The juvenile court, upon a written recommendation from a 
licensed physician and/or surgeon, and after due notice to the parent, guardian, or person standing in 
loco parentis, may make an order authorizing the performance of necessary medical, surgical, dental, 
or other remedial care. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 369 (b).) This rule grants the juvenile court limited 
jurisdiction to terminate LSMT in cases where:
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(1) The minor has been detained (i.e., taken into temporary protective custody by the
DCFS pending the filing of a dependency petition);

(2) A juvenile court petition has been filed concerning a minor; or
(3) The minor has been declared, and remains, a dependent child of the juvenile court.

(f) Notice. The petitioner must serve all necessary parties with any motion regarding LSMT 
in accordance with Local Rule 7.16. The parties which must receive notice include all attorneys of 
record, mother, all alleged and presumed fathers, the legal guardian of the child, if any, the current 
caretaker of the child, and any CASA appointed to represent the child. If a parent’s whereabouts are 
unknown, then a due diligence report must be provided at the lime of the hearing of the motion unless 
such a report is already on file. A motion to withdraw LSMT cannot be heard without a filed proof of 
service of all necessary parties.

(g) Court Procedure.
(1) Attorney Appointment. The court will appoint an attorney to represent the minor 

(if the minor does not already have one) to protect the best interests of the minor;
(2) Medical Opinions. Two independent medical opinions, based upon a thorough 

examination of the minor, must be obtained on whether there is a reasonable possibility that LSMT 
will benefit the minor, and the appropriateness of the continuation or discontinuation of LSMT;

(3) Balancing Test. The court will conduct a hearing with live medical testimony to 
determine the best course of action for the minor, balancing whether a treatment which has at least a 
reasonable chance of providing benefits to the minor outweigh its burdens. Financial factors will not 
be considered in the balancing test.

(4) Burden of Proof. The petitioner bears the burden of proof by clear and convincing
evidence.

(h) Factors. The court may consider the following factors in determining whether the 
continuation or withdrawal of LSMT is in the minor's "best interests":

(1) The minor’s present level of physical, sensory, emotional and cognitive
functioning;

(2) The degree of physical pain resulting from the medical condition, treatment, and
termination;

(3) The degree of humiliation, dependence and loss of dignity probably resulting from
the condition and treatment;

(4) The quality of life, life expectancy and prognosis for recovery with and without
treatment;

(5) The various treatment options, and the risks, side effects and benefits of each of
those options; and

(6) Whether the minor’s preference has been or can be ascertained. The weight of such
preference depends upon the maturity of the minor.

(i) Medical Neglect of Disabled Infants With Life-Threatening Conditions. Pursuant to the 
requirements of the Federal Child Abuse and Prevention Treatment Act (CAPTA) (42 U.S.C.A., § 
5101 el seq.), LSMT decisions regarding disabled infants with a life-threatening condition require 
special consideration.

(1) Definition of Medical Neglect. The CAPTA defines “medical neglect” for this 
purpose to include, but not limited to, “the withholding of medically indicated treatment from a 
disabled infant with a life-threatening condition.”

(2) Definition of Withholding Medically Indicated Treatment. “The failure to respond 
to the infant’s life-threatening conditions by providing treatment (including appropriate nutrition,
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hydration, and medication) which in the treating physician’s (or physicians’) reasonable medical 
judgment, will be most likely to be effective in ameliorating or correcting all such conditions.”

(3) Exemption/Federal Law Regarding LSMT Decisions. A physician may withhold 
treatment (other than appropriate nutrition, hydration, or medication) to an infant when in the treating 
physician’s (or physicians’) reasonable medical judgment: (i) the infant is chronically and irreversibly 
comatose; (ii) the provision of such treatment would merely prolong dying, not be effective in 
ameliorating or correcting all of the infant’s life-threatening conditions, or otherwise be futile in terms 
of the survival of the infant; or (iii) the provision of such treatment would be virtually futile in terms 
of the survival of the infant and the treatment itself under such circumstances would be inhumane.

(4) Resolution of Potential Conflict Between Local Rule 1.5 and Federal Law. In the 
event that there is a conflict between Local Rule 7.5 and the CAPTA regarding withdrawal or 
withholding of LSMT, the most restrictive provisions and procedures between the two will prevail.

(Rule 7.5 new and effective July l, 2011)

7.6 PROCEDURES FOR HI V/AIDS TESTING OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN
(a) Policy. The juvenile court finds that it is necessary to engage in early intervention and to 

provide treatment for dependent children who are infected with the human immunodeficiency virus 
(“HIV”), the probable causative agent of acquired immune deficiency syndrome (“AIDS”).

(b) Subject to Testing Without Court Order. If a child is taken into temporary custody pursuant 
to Welfare and Institutions Code sections 306(a)(2) and 309(b) and no petition has been filed with the 
dependency court, DCFS may conduct HIV testing without a court order if the child meets all of the 
following criteria:

(1) The child is under the age of 12 years as of the date the consent form is signed by
DCFS;

(2) The child is placed in out-of-home care;
(3) The child’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s) have refused to provide consent or their

whereabouts are unknown; and
(4) The child (i) has a parent with a history of prostitution, intravenous drug use, 

hypodermic needle-sharing, and/or multiple sex partners whose personal histories are either unknown 
or known to include one or more of these risk behaviors, or (ii) is a victim of sexual abuse, the nature 
of which has placed the child at risk of exposure to HIV.

Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 369 and order by the Presiding Judge of the 
Juvenile Court, the Director of DCFS or the Director’s designee, is authorized to consent to the child’s 
evaluation for the presence of HIV infection and to receive the results of such testing and any 
diagnosis(es) derived therefrom.

If a Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 petition is subsequently filed, DCFS must submit 
a request for disclosure of the test result or diagnosis to the court prior to releasing the test result or 
diagnosis to any party or individual. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 369; Health & Saf. Code, § 121020.)

(c) Authorization for Testing by Court Order. If a child is detained and a petition has been 
filed with the dependency court, DCFS must obtain a court order for HIV testing under the following 
circumstances.

(1) Children under the age of 12 years. If a child is under the age of 12, the child is 
deemed not competent to give consent for testing. DCFS must request a court order for testing of 
children under the age of 12 where the parent or legal guardian refuses to provide consent or there is 
no parent or legal guardian capable of providing consent.
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(2) Children 12 years of age or older. If a child is 12 years of age or older and 
competent, the child must be given an opportunity to consent for testing. DCFS may seek a court order 
for testing only if the child refuses to consent to testing or the child is incompetent to make an informed 
decision.

(3) Factors for Court Authorization to Test. Where DCFS requests a court order for 
testing, the court may consider the following factors in determining whether to grant the request:

a) Age of the child;
b) The child is placed in out-of-home care;
c) The child’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s) have refused to provide consent

or their whereabouts are unknown; and
d) The child (i) has a parent with a history of prostitution, intravenous drug 

use, hypodermic needle-sharing, and/or multiple sex partners whose personal histories are either 
unknown or known to include one or more of these risk behaviors, or (ii) is a victim of sexual abuse, 
the nature of which has placed the child at risk of exposure to HIV.

(4) Notification of Request for Testing. In any case where DCFS seeks an order for 
testing, the clerk must ensure that notice of the request is given to the child’s attorney and CASA, if 
any, at the earliest practicable time. (Health & Saf. Code, § 121020; Fam. Code, § 6926.)

(d) Disclosure of Confidential Test Result or Diagnosis.
(1) Children 11 years of age and under. If authorization for testing is obtained for a 

child 1 1 years of age or younger, DCFS must provide the court with the result of such test in a sealed 
envelope marked “confidential.” DCFS must also submit a request to disclose the test result or 
diagnosis to pertinent persons, including the child’s attorney, out-of-home placement caregivers, 
parents (unless their parental rights have been terminated), Segal guardian, prospective adoptive 
parents, and dentist or mental health practitioner who is currently providing professional services to 
the child, the nature of which creates a legal need to know the child’s HIV status.

(2) Children 12 years of age and older. If authorization for testing is obtained for a 
child 12 years of age or older, the child must be taken to his or her health care provider to discuss the 
result or diagnosis(es). DCFS must obtain a court order prior to releasing confidential test result or 
diagnosis(es) to pertinent persons if the child refuses to give consent for such release and DCFS 
believes there is a compelling reason to disclose against the child’s wishes.

(3) Court Order for Disclosure of Test Results. DCFS may not disclose the test results 
and any diagnosis(es) derived therefrom to any other parties, but may petition the judicial officer 
hearing the matter for such disclosure, upon a showing of good cause.

(e) Report for Presiding Judge. DCFS must report the names and case numbers of the children 
who have been tested pursuant to this rule to the Supervising Judge on a quarterly basis.

(Rule 7.6 new and effective July 1,2011)

7.7 PRESCRIPTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATIONS FOR 
DEPENDENTS AND WARDS OF THE JUVENILE COURT

The “Psychotropic Medication Protocol governs the prescription and administration of 
psychotropic medications to children who are under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. If a child is 
a dependent of the juvenile court pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 and the child 
has been removed from the custody of the parent pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 
361, the prescribing physician must obtain court authorization regarding the prescription and 
administration of psychotropic medications for that child. If a child is a ward of the juvenile court 
pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code sections 601 or 602, absent authorization of a parent or legal
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guardian, the prescribing physician must obtain court approval regarding the prescription and 
administration of psychotropic medications for that child. The current protocol is available at the 
Children’s Court clerk’s office.

(Rule 7.7 new and effective July 1, 2011)

7.8 SPECIALIZED MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT OF DEPENDENT AND 
DELINQUENT CHILDREN

The specialized mental health treatment of children who are under the jurisdiction of the 
juvenile court is governed by Welfare and Institutions Code sections 319.1 and 633.1.

(Rule 7.8 new and effective July 1,2011)

7.9 VOLUNTARY COMMITMENT OF DEPENDENT AND DELINQUENT MINORS FOR 
INPATIENT OR OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Welfare and Institutions Code section 6552 provides that a minor declared to be within the 
jurisdiction of the juvenile court may make voluntary application for inpatient or outpatient mental 
health services with the advice of an attorney.

(a) Procedure. The application procedure is the only method by which the minor may be 
voluntarily admitted to an inpatient or outpatient mental health facility. The following three elements 
are required under Welfare and Institutions Code section 6552 for voluntary admission to inpatient or 
outpatient mental health treatment: (i) voluntary consent by the minor; (ii) the minor’s consultation 
with an attorney; and (iii) juvenile court authorization.

(b) Role of Juvenile Court. In authorizing such application, the court must be satisfied from 
the evidence presented that: (i) the minor suffers from a mental disorder which may reasonably be 
expected to be cured or ameliorated by treatment offered by the hospital, facility or program in which 
the minor wishes to be placed; and (ii) there is no other available hospital, facility or program which 
might better serve the minor’s medical needs and best interests.

The order must include findings as to the minor’s advisement of rights pursuant to 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 6552, and the willingness or availability, or lack thereof, of the 
parent or legal guardian to sign papers for admission, diagnostics evaluation, educational testing, 
inpatient psychological and psychiatric treatment, and routine medical and dental care. In the event 
that the parent or legal guardian is unwilling or unavailable, the court may authorize DCFS to sign 
such papers, with the exception that authorization does not include the authority to sign for electro­
shock or chemical shock therapy.

The court may conduct judicial reviews, permanency planning hearings and reviews of plans 
for all delinquent and dependent minors during any period(s) of mental health therapy and treatment.

(c) Role of DCFS. Probation Department and Mental Health Facilities. The Probation 
Department and DCFS must have a procedure for the minor’s request to be made to the court at hearing.

Should the minor leave or demand to leave the hospital or facility prior to completion 
of the treatment program, the hospital must be directed to notify the pertinent agency (DCFS or the 
Probation Department) and the child’s attorney of the termination of placement and arrange for the 
immediate return of the minor to court for further proceedings.

(Rule 7.9 new and effective July 1, 2011)
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SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS

7.10 SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPARTMENTS
(a) ICWA Cases. The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1979 (“ICWA”) 25 U.S.C. 1901 et seq. is 

federal legislation which preempts state law whenever an Indian child may be removed from the child’s 
family. ICWA cases in California are governed by California Rules of Court, rule 5.664.

(1) If a dependency petition checks section 1(1) of the Juvenile Dependency Petition 
(Version One) (JV-100) or section l(i) of the Juvenile Dependency Petition (Version Two) (JV-110), 
or if the court otherwise has reason to believe the child may be an Indian child, and the proceeding 
may result in the termination of parental rights to the child, notice must be given to the identified Indian 
tribe and/or Bureau of Indian Affairs by DCFS in Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 cases, and 
by the Probation Department in all Welfare and Institutions Code section 600 cases.

(2) Pending confirmation of a child’s Indian status and tribal membership, the case 
will remain in the originating dependency department. Upon confirmation and notice from an Indian 
tribe that a child has been determined to be an Indian child, the case must be transferred for all purposes, 
with the advice and consent of the Supervising Judge, to the department handling Indian child cases.

(b) Deaf/Hard of Hearing Dependent Children/Families. All cases involving deaf and hard of 
hearing children or parents must be filed in the department specially designated for such cases by the 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court. Where a case should have, but has not, been filed in the special 
department, it must be transferred to that department with the advice and consent of the Supervising 
Judge.

(Rule 7.10 new and effective July 1, 2011)

DEPENDENCY PROCEDURE AND PRACTICE

7.11
COURT

(a) Policy. An attorney with matters in a dependency court must arrive in that department 
promptly at 8:30 a.m. If the attorney is unable to appear timely due to another judge’s order to appear 
in his or her courtroom, the attorney must advise the clerk as soon as possible of the attorney’s inability 
to appear. Upon arrival, the attorney must ascertain if his or her client is present and immediately 
check in with the courtroom clerk on each case on which the attorney will appear. The attorney must 
pick up court-ordered reports and evaluations, and consult with opposing counsel and DCFS courtroom 
officers. No person may open records and documents delivered to the court under sea! pursuant to a 
subpoena unless and until directed to do so by the court. An attorney bears responsibility for 
determining if his or her client is coming to court. If a hearing is scheduled in another department, the 
attorney may not leave the courtroom unless the clerk is informed of the destination and the judge 
grants permission for the attorney to appear in another courtroom. Prior to leaving the courtroom for 
another department, the attorney must record his or her destination department on the chalkboard or 
extra copy of the calendar provided for this purpose.

(b) Session Hours. See Local Rule 2.16. No matter may be heard in any courtroom past 4:30 
p.m. without prior approval of the Supervising Judge. If it is necessary to extend a hearing past 4:30 
p.m., the judge should notify the Supervising Judge and the Sheriff by 4:00 p.m. on that day. No court 
may be in session past 5:00 p.m. on any given day.

APPEARANCES AND DAILY COURTROOM PRACTICE IN DEPENDENCY
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(c) Conduct of Counsel and Parties in the Courtroom. Although Welfare and Institutions Code 
section 350(a)(1) authorizes juvenile proceedings to be conducted in an informal and non-adversarial 
atmosphere, attorneys must make every effort to comply with the civil trial procedure in Local Rule 
3.37 et seq.

(Rule 7.11 new and effective July I, 2011)

CHILDREN’S APPEARANCES 
A subject child is entitled to attend court hearings. Every child four years or older must be 

advised by the children’s services worker and/or attorney of record of the child’s right to attend court 
hearings. The children’s services worker is responsible for arranging the child’s transportation to court. 
The child must attend court hearings unless his or her appearance is waived by his or her attorney of 
record. The clerk shall record the reasons for non-appearance in the minute order. In all cases, the 
attorney for the child must consult with the child and explain the outcome of the proceedings.

(Rule 7.12 new and effective July 1,2011)

7.12

RESERVED
(Rule 7.13 [as FOSTER PARENT APPEARANCES AND PARTICIPATION 7/1/2011]

REPEALED effective July 1,2019)

7.13

7.14 FAILURE OF ATTORNEY TO APPEAR
If an attorney fails to appear at a scheduled hearing without good cause, the court may impose 

sanctions, including a monetary sanction, on the attorney.
(Rule 7.14 new and effective July 1, 2011)

REHEARING ON ORDER OF A COMMISSIONER OR REFEREE PURSUANT TO 
WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE SECTION 252

(a) General Procedure. Applications and requests for rehearing pursuant to Welfare and 
Institutions Code section 252 must be filed in the juvenile court clerk’s office in the courthouse where 
the order was made within the time frames authorized by that section and California Rules of Court, 
rule 5.542.

7.15

An application for rehearing must be personally served on all counsel. Within three 
court days of service of the application, responses, if any, must be served in the same manner as the 
application and filed in the clerk’s office where the application was filed. The application, will 
thereafter be assigned to a judge for review.

(1) Rehearing Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 252. An application 
for rehearing may be filed by a child, parent, legal guardian, or DCFS. These rules, adopted pursuant 
to the provisions of Welfare and Institutions Code section 251, apply only to referees and 
commissioners sitting in juvenile proceedings. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 247.) If there is a stipulation 
authorizing a commissioner or referee to sit as temporary judge, no rehearing right is available.

(2) Request for Stay on an Order of a Commissioner or Referee. If counsel intends to 
file an application or request for a rehearing, he or she may request a stay of the order of a commissioner 
or referee. The request for a stay must be made before the same commissioner or referee who made 
the order. The commissioner or referee may grant a stay for a reasonable period of time, or until a 
judge has ruled on the application for rehearing. If the application or request for rehearing is 
accompanied by a request for a stay, the clerk shall refer the stay request to the commissioner or referee
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who made the order. That judicial officer will immediately rule on the request for the stay, and send 
the ruling to the clerk’s office for service.

A denial of a request for a stay by a commissioner or a referee may not be referred to 
a judge for review. The applicant’s only remedy upon denial of a request for a stay is a petition for a 
writ of mandate or prohibition filed with the Court of Appeal. (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 5.585.)

(b) Forms. Application for Rehearing forms are available on the court’s website or in the 
juvenile court clerk’s office.

(Rule 7.15 new and effective July 1,2011)

MOTION REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE
(a) Policy. A motion must be in writing and accompanied by a supporting affidavit or 

declaration and points and authorities, if applicable. The motion must be filed with the clerk in the 
department where the case is pending, and a date and time for the hearing of the motion must be 
obtained from the court clerk. If the department is closed, the motion must be filed in the clerk’s office.

(b) Service. The moving party must serve the motion upon all other counsel in the case at least 
five calendar days but not less than three court days before the date of the hearing if served personally 
or by facsimile, and at least seven calendar days before the hearing if served by mail.

Any documents in opposition to the motion must be filed with the clerk where the 
matter is pending no later than the day before the date set for hearing. The opposition must be served 
on other counsel in the case at least the day before the hearing if served personally or by facsimile, and 
at least three calendar days before the hearing if served by mail.

(c) Emergency Application for Hearing. A party may file an ex parte application for hearing 
on an emergency basis, on condition that the date has been approved by the court and telephonic notice 
was given to all counsel not less than 24 hours In advance of the hearing date. The application must 
comply with California Rules of Court, rule 3.1200 el seq.

(d) Demurrer and Motion to Strike. A party may file a demurrer to challenge the legal 
sufficiency of a dependency petition that alleges facts which, even if determined to be true, (a) are not 
sufficient to state a cause of action, or (b) are not sufficiently clear or precise for the party to prepare a 
defense. A party may also move to strike certain allegations from the petition. (For convenience, both 
demurrers and motions to strike are referred to as “demurrers.”)

Unless otherwise agreed upon, a demurrer must be made in writing and shall be before 
the entry of a denial or admission or plea of “no contest.” Notice must be given at the detention hearing 
or first appearance after the petition or amended petition is filed.

A hearing on a demurrer shall be set on the calendar no later than ten calendar days 
following the notice of the demurrer. Counsel must file and serve personally or by facsimile the 
supporting memorandum of points and authorities no later than three court days prior to the hearing. 
The responding party must file and serve personally or by facsimile an opposing points and authorities 
no later than one day before the hearing.

If the demurrer is sustained, the court may grant leave to amend the petition upon terms 
as may be just and calendar a date within which any amendment or amended pleading must be filed. 
Absent unusual circumstances, the court will not continue the adjudication of the petition’s merits in 
order for the amendment to occur. Counsel for DCFS should be prepared to amend the petition in a 
timely manner.

7.16

(e) Motion for Continuance, (Welf. & Inst. Code, §§ 322, 352, and 358.) Counsel must regard 
a date calendared for a dependency proceeding under Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 etseq. 
as definite court appointments. A case in which a child is detained under the sole allegation that a
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child is a person described in Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 shall be granted precedence 
on the court’s calendar (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 345). Counsel appearing in other courts on the same 
date for which a dependency case is set shall advise the other courts of the precedence of the 
dependency matter.

If counsel intends to seek a continuance, counsel must inform opposing counsel of that 
fact at the first opportunity after the need for the continuance becomes apparent. The parties may not 
assume that a continuance motion will be granted. None of a stipulation between counsel, the 
convenience of the parties, a pending criminal prosecution, or a pending family law matter is sufficient 
by itself to establish good cause. A continuance will be granted only upon a showing of good cause, 
provided it is not contrary to the interests of the child. The court will give substantial weight to a 
child’s need for prompt resolution of his or her custody status, the child’s need for a stable environment, 
and the damage caused by prolonged temporary placements. If granted, the continuance will be only 
for that period shown to be necessary to establish good cause. When a continuance is granted, the 
reasons for granting the continuance request shall be entered in the minute order.

A motion for continuance must be in writing, attach declarations which allege facts 
sufficient to establish good cause for a continuance, and be filed at least two court days prior to the 
hearing date. In exceptional circumstances, the court may entertain an oral motion for continuance.

If a child has been removed from a parent or guardian’s custody, no continuance will 
be granted that would result in completion of a disposition hearing pursuant to Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 361 more than 60 days after the hearing at which the child was removed or detained, 
unless there are exceptional circumstances. In that circumstance, the continuance may not cause 
completion of the disposition hearing more than six months after the detention hearing.

(Rule 7.16 new and effective July 1,2011)

APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL 
AND SPECIAL ADVOCATE

LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
(a) Appointment of Counsel for Adults. An adult “client” is defined as any parent, guardian, 

de facto parent, or other adult who has been determined by the court to have standing. A client is 
entitled to be represented by competent legal counsel. “Competency” is defined by Rule 5.660 of the 
California Rules of Court.

7.17

When it appears that a parent or guardian is presently financially unable to afford an 
attorney, the court shall appoint an attorney unless the parent or guardian has made a knowing and 
intelligent waiver of the right to counsel. When a de facto parent, or another adult who has been 
determined by the court to have standing, is presently financially unable to afford an attorney, the court 
may appoint an attorney.

In a dependency case, an attorney shall be appointed to represent a client at the earliest 
possible stage of the proceeding. The appointed attorney must continue to represent the client unless 
relieved by the court.

An attorney representing a client in dependency court shall affirmatively inquire of 
their client as to whether he or she has reason to believe that any child appearing in the dependency 
court has Indian heritage under the ICWA. Every effort should be made by counsel to assist 
confirmation of a child’s Indian status and tribal membership.
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A client who receives legal counsel appointed by the court must meet with the financial 
office in the Children’s Court for a determination of the client’s ability to reimburse the County for the 
cost of appointed counsel. The appointed attorney bears the responsibility of ensuring that the client 
has the necessary paperwork for the financial office and knows where the office is.

(b) Appointment of Counsel for Children.
(1) At the arraignment and detention hearing, or as soon thereafter as possible, the 

court will appoint for each child who is the subject of any dependency petition an attorney who shall 
also serve in the capacity of a Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (“CAPTA”) guardian ad 
litem for the child, unless the court finds on the record that the child would not benefit from the
appointment of an attorney for any purpose. California Rules of Court, rule 5.660.

(2) If the court does not appoint an attorney for the child, the court will make a referral 
for the appointment of a Court-Appointed Special Advocate (“CASA”) for the child to act in the 
capacity of a guardian ad litem (“GAL”).

(3) If the court does appoint an attorney for a child, that representation shall occur 
through the Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles (“CLC”).

(4) No child may be represented by the County Counsel, or any other attorney
representing DCFS.

(c) Eligibility for Appointment as Counsel for Adults.
(1) California State Bar Membership. An attorney must be in good standing with the 

California State Bar at all times in order to be appointed to represent an adult client in a dependency 
proceeding.

(2) Education/Training. The attorney must complete a minimum of 8 hours of training 
or education in the area of juvenile dependency law or be able to show recent experience which 
demonstrates a competency in the area of juvenile dependency law.

(A) The attorney must be familiar with Welfare and Institutions Code statutory 
requirements, the Evidence Code, local and state court rules, court policies, relevant case law, the 
practice guidelines set forth in the Local Rules, and the substantive, ethical, and procedural issues 
unique to the dependency court.

(B) The attorney must be familiar with the various stages of the court 
proceedings from arraignment and detention through review of permanency hearings. This includes, 
but is not limited to, the structure and functioning of the juvenile court, the CASA program, DCFS 
programs, policies, and procedures, issues related to reunification, placement, reasonable efforts, 
adoption, and permanency, and familiarity with the juvenile court’s mediation program.

(C) The attorney must be familiar with appellate and other review procedures 
including writs, rehearings, appeals, and other extraordinary remedies.

(D) An attorney who is new to dependency court must observe and/or be 
available to participate in each type of dependency hearing from detention through review of a 
permanency plan prior to accepting an appointment.

(E) An attorney who is new to dependency court must visit three types of 
placements used to house dependent children such as emergency shelters, foster homes, or group 
homes.

(F) The attorney must be familiar with the effects of racial, cultural, ethnic, 
sexual orientation issues, and language differences with regard to child rearing, treatment, and 
placement practices and issues.
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(d) Eligibility for Appointment as Counsel for Children, in addition to meeting the eligibility 
requirements for appointment as counsel for adults as provided in subdivision (c) above, an attorney 
seeking appointment as counsel to a child must be familiar with the following:

(1) Child development stages including a child’s cognitive, emotional, and social 
growth stages, language development, and patterns of child growth related to neglect and non-organic 
failure to thrive;

(2) Interviewing techniques for children, including techniques that are age-appropriate 
and take into consideration the type of abuse the child is alleged to have suffered;

(3) Child development as it relates to children as witnesses and the impact of the court
process on a child;

(4) The types of placements available to children, and issues related to placement 
including, but not limited to (i) a working knowledge of licensing requirements for foster care and 
relative placements, (ii) the impact of multiple placements on the child, and the importance of 
maintaining sibling groups versus the best interests of each child in the sibling group, and (iii) the 
effect placement will have on visitation issues and on the delivery of services to children in placement;

(5) The educational, medical, mental health, dental, and other resources available for 
children in the dependency court system, the funding therefor, and the means of identifying the need 
for and the accessing of such resources;

(6) The emancipation laws, and the resources available to assist the dependent child to 
emancipate, including, but not limited to, DCFS’s Independent Living Program, the requirements for 
and the availability of transitional housing, and the availability of funding to assist emancipating 
children in living independently; and

(7) The court’s policy regarding joint reports for Welfare and Institutions Code section 
300/602 children pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 241.1, and all other policies and 
protocols regarding dependent children contained in this chapter.

(e) General Practice for Court-Appointed Attorneys in Dependency Court.
(1) The court-appointed attorney should make inquiries necessary to determine at the 

outset of the proceedings whether a conflict exists in the representation of a party.
(2) At a party’s first appearance, the attorney should verify with the client, to the extent 

the information is known, the names, addresses, telephone numbers, and relationships of all persons 
entitled to receive notice of the proceedings, including the birth dates of each party and child. The 
attorney should also inquire as to the name, address, telephone number, and relationship of all known 
relatives and/or non-relative family members for possible placement of any detained child. If any 
relative and/or non-relative family member is identified, then the dependency court form entitled 
“Relative Information Sheet” must be completed and filed with the court.

(3) At a mother and/or father’s first appearance, the attorney should make inquiry of 
the client as to the applicability of ICWA, and so inform the court.

(4) At a mother and/or father’s first appearance, the attorney should make inquiry of 
the client as to paternity issues. The dependency court paternity questionnaire form must be completed 
by the mother and father in all cases and filed with the court in all cases. The “Paternity 
Rights” form (Judicial Council form JV-505) must be completed by any person claiming paternity 
status or non-paternity, which shall also be filed with the court.

(5) The attorney should have a complete familiarity with the facts of the case by 
reviewing the court file, especially when appointed to represent a party during the pendency of a case, 
and by bringing discovery motions, interviewing witnesses, procuring experts, and otherwise 
conducting an independent investigation.

Waiver of
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(6) The attorney should make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the client 
understands the court processes, proceedings, and the potential and actual consequences of the 
proceedings. Special efforts should be taken to ensure that a client understands these matters if the 
client demonstrates any evidence of being developmentally delayed, or exhibits signs that he/she is 
suffering from any cognitive or emotional problems which would affect the client’s ability to 
comprehend any aspect of the dependency proceedings.

(7) The attorney must maintain a current business address and working telephone 
number and promptly notify a client of any change of address or telephone number. The attorney 
should provide the client with his or her business card.

(8) The attorney must show courtesy and respect to judicial officers, DCFS social 
workers, CASA, DCFS court officers, courtroom personnel, witnesses and all counsel.

(9) The attorney must be aware of children present in the courtroom, so that 
discussions of sensitive case issues, whether pertaining to a particular child or other children, are not 
overheard by the children or made in an insensitive manner.

(10) Settlement should be considered as soon as enough information is known about 
the case to make settlement discussions meaningful. In every case, the attorney should consider 
whether the client’s interests could best be served and whether the case could be more appropriately 
resolved by mediation or other settlement discussions. The attorney must be familiar with the juvenile 
court’s mediation program.

(f) Practice Guidelines for Representing Children in Dependency Court. In addition to the 
general practice, attorneys representing children have the following additional duties and 
responsibilities:

(1) The attorney must be familiar with the requirements of Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 317(e) for the representation of children, California Rules of Court, rule 5.660, regarding 
standards of representation, and 5.660, regarding caseload size;

(2) The attorney or his/her staff should separately interview each child four years of 
age or older, and should interview a younger child if it is determined that the child has sufficient 
language skills to communicate. The attorney should ascertain the child’s wishes, needs, and 
background. Interviews should be done in an atmosphere where the child feels comfortable and 
privacy is ensured;

(3) At the initial interview, where possible, the attorney should inform the child, in 
language the child can comprehend, the nature of dependency proceedings, the role of a lawyer, the 
child’s rights, including the right to confidentiality, and the nature of the subject matter of any petition 
and the contents of any related report; and

(4) The attorney should be actively involved in, and vigorously advocate at, every 
stage of the proceedings involving a chiid client and take any necessary legal steps that would promote 
and advance a child’s right to receive all appropriate reunification and permanent placement services 
and all other services and resources to meet the child’s educational, dental, medical, and mental health 
needs.

(g) Eligibility for Continued Practice in Dependency Court.
(3) Education/Training. A court-appointed attorney in dependency court must 

complete a total of 12 hours of continuing education credits each year. This training shall include 
mandatory attendance at the annual conference sponsored by the juvenile court and California State 
University, Los Angeles, and at least five hours of training offered at the Children’s Court or other 
training approved by the juvenile court.
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Ongoing training shall also include summaries of current changes in the dependency 
laws and statutes, summaries of recent and relevant case law, and information and instruction on child 
development, child abuse and neglect, family reunification and preservation, reasonable efforts, 
domestic violence, substance abuse, special education, mental health, government benefits, and 
cultural diversity issues.

(2) Evidence of Competence. The attorney must file in the office of the Presiding 
Judge of the Juvenile Court a certification of satisfaction, signed under penalty of perjury, of the 
continuing education requirements not later than February 15 of each year (Juvenile Form 4). An 
attorney’s failure to comply with this requirement may result in the court’s refusal to appoint the 
attorney.

(b) Caseloads for Children’s Attorneys, The court adopts any caseload standards for children’s 
attorneys established by the Judicial Council.

(Rule 7.17 [7/1/2011] amended and effective July 1,2019)

7.18 COURT-APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE
(a) Program. The CASA Program was established to serve the needs of abused and neglected 

children in the dependency court. The CASA Program recruits, trains, supervises, and supports 
community' volunteers (;‘CASA volunteer”) who investigate the circumstances of the child, facilitate 
the provision of services, monitor compliance with the orders of the court, and advocate in court and 
in the community for the best interests of the child. CASAs serve only at the pleasure of, and report 
directly to, the juvenile court. Their duties, responsibilities, and the limits of their authority are 
contained in and described by Welfare and Institutions Code sections 100-109.

(b) Referrals. The judicial officer, or any party may refer a case to the CASA Program at any 
point in the dependency proceedings. The CASA Program also may request that a referral be made by 
the judge in a case brought to the attention of the CASA Program. All referrals must be signed by the 
judge.

(c) Referral Criteria.
(1) Appropriate Referrals. Referrals to the CASA Program are appropriate when:

i. The court needs specific information or would benefit from an independent 
investigation in order to make a decision regarding the child’s welfare, except for information 
pertaining to allegations made in the petition;

ii. There is an unnecessary delay in achieving family reunification, legal
guardianship, adoption, or emancipation; and

iii. The child has a specific unmet need and requires advocacy to obtain 
educational, medical, or other services. This does not include the need for a mentor, big brother or 
sister, or special friend.

(2) Inappropriate Referrals. Referrals are not appropriate when:
i. The child’s behavior and/or the circumstances of the case would place the

CASA volunteer at risk;
ii. The child is unwilling to participate in the services or cooperate with the

advocate;
iii. The child frequently is absent without permission; and
iv. The child is placed outside of the County.

(d) Evaluation of a Referral. The CASA Program will evaluate the referral to determine if it 
is appropriate. In the event that the case is not accepted, the CASA Program will submit a report to 
the court stating the basis for declining the referral.
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(e) Acceptance of a Referral. Once a case is accepted by the CASA Program, the court will 
sign an order appointing the identified CASA volunteer.

(f) Status of CASA Volunteers.
(1) Appointment. The CASA volunteer is appointed as a sworn officer, and serves at 

the pleasure of the court, and is bound by all the rules and standards set forth in Welfare and Institutions 
Code sections 102 and 103, and California Rules of Court, rule 5.655.

(2) Participation of CASAs, CASA Program Supervisors, and Attorneys for the CASA
Program.

i. A CASA volunteer may be present at all hearings, sit at counsel table, and 
participate in reported conferences held in chambers. An advocate will not be excluded from reported 
proceedings for any reason, including the fact that he or she may give testimony in the case.

ii. A CASA volunteer for a child who has a child may participate in the
dependency proceedings for both children.

iii. A Program supervisor may attend court hearings, participate in proceedings 
with or in lieu of the CASA volunteer, and may serve as the CASA volunteer on the case.

iv. An attorney representing the CASA Program may participate in any 
juvenile court proceeding in which any aspect of the CASA Program is at issue.

(3) Notice to CASA. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 106, the CASA 
volunteer must be properly and timely noticed for all proceedings in the case on which he or she is 
appointed. The social worker on the case is responsible for providing notice to the CASA volunteer 
for regularly calendared matters. Any party requesting that a matter be added to the court’s calendar 
is responsible for providing notice to the CASA volunteer.

(4) Reports. A CASA volunteer report will be considered by the judge. Minute orders 
shall reflect whether the CASA volunteer and/or the CASA supervisor was present at the hearing and 
that the CASA volunteer’s report was read and considered by the court. The Child Advocates Office 
shall deliver sufficient copies of any CASA volunteer’s report for all parties and their counsel 
(including parents appearing in pro per) to the court at least two court days prior to the relevant hearing. 
The court has discretion to admit a CASA report regardless of the time it was submitted.

(5) Distribution of reports. Only parties and their counsel are entitled to receive copies 
of the CASA volunteer’s reports. De facto parents are entitled to receive copies of the CASA 
volunteer’s report only if there is a court order directing distribution of the CASA volunteer’s report 
to the de facto parent(s). Relatives, foster parents, service providers, and other interested parties are 
not entitled to receive a CASA volunteer’s report in the absence of a court order.

(Rule 7.18 new and effective July 1, 2011)

TIME LIMITATION AND PRE-HEARING ISSUES

7.19 TIME LIMITATIONS FOR DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS
Juvenile court policy is to comply strictly with the time lines for dependency hearings, unless 

good cause is shown for a continuance. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 352; Cal. Rules of Court, rule 
5.550(a)(2).)

(Rule 7.19 new and effective July 1, 2011)
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DETENTION HEARINGS/CHILDREN IN SHELTER CARE 
The dependency court endeavors to hear all detention matters before noon to assure the timely 

transfer or reassignment of cases when necessary.
The dependency court endeavors to hear all matters involving children in shelter care before 

the noon hour so that children will not remain in shelter care longer than necessary.
(Rule 7.20 new and effective July 1,2011)

7.20

7.21 PRE-HEARING DISCOVERY
Pre-hearing discovery is governed by California Rules of Court, rules 5.544 and 5.546. 

Acquisition of confidential material not covered in California Rules of Court, rule 5.546, may be 
requested pursuant to Local Rule 7,2.

(Rule 7.21 new and effective July 1, 2011)

7.22 HEARINGS IN ABSENCE OF PARTIES
Absent good cause for a continuance, the court will conduct any properly noticed hearing 

whether parties are present or not.
(Rule 7.22 new and effective July 1, 2011)

RESOLUTION WITHOUT HEARING

MEDIATION
(a) Program fPurpose of Mediation: Process/Procedures to Arrange Mediation Conference).

(1) Purpose of Mediation Conference; Preference for Mediation. The purpose of 
dependency mediation is to involve family members and other parties in a confidential, non-adversarial 
process to understand and, where possible, resolve some or all of the issues, including the language of 
the petition, disposition, and questions of fact and law. The purpose of mediation is early and fair 
resolution of disputes for families involved in the court system. Some of the goals are to:

i. Reduce trauma and promote communication among the parties;
ii. Bring the parties and professionals together to ensure their understanding of 

the issues and individual perspectives of the participants in the case and the reasons for State 
intervention;

7.23

iii. Orient parents, children, social workers, and other parties to the process and
procedures related to the case;

iv. Clarify the roles of the participants and preserve the rights of the parties;
v. Seek early resolution and implementation of family treatment or permanency

plans;
vi. Clearly define issues and make a prompt determination whether a case can 

be resolved by mediation or should be returned to the court; and
vii. Reach agreements designed to protect the safety of all participants and to 

protect children from future acts of abuse or neglect, as well as protect children’s relationships with 
their siblings.

The court prefers the mediation process as opposed to contested hearings wherever 
possible, reserving contested hearings exclusively for unresolved questions of fact and law.
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Mediation as defined in this rule shall meet the requirements of California Rules of 
Court, rule 5.518, governing the standards of practice for court-connected child protection/dependency 
mediation.

(2) Referrals to Mediation Conference. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code 
section 350, the court may order all parties and counsel to calendar a case fora confidential mediation 
conference. In addition, upon the agreement of all participating counsel, counsel may schedule a 
mediation conference in the absence of a court order by contacting the juvenile court mediation 
department’s secretary.

A case may be referred to mediation at any stage of the dependency court process. A 
mediation conference shall be scheduled by appointment. A case referred to mediation on the day of 
a court appearance without a prior appointment shall be accommodated based on mediator availability.

(3) Scheduling of Mediation Conference. After a mediation conference is ordered or 
requested without court order and the mediation department has been contacted, the mediation 
secretary or clerk will schedule a conference with a mediator. Conferences will be scheduled for time 
slots as available on the mediation department calendar.

If, on the date scheduled for mediation, the identified mediator becomes unavailable, 
the mediation department will make available another mediator, whenever possible at the same time 
as originally scheduled. In branch courts providing mediation services, the clerk will send the 
mediation clerk a fax copy of the court’s order for mediation, and the mediation clerk will record the 
date, time and case information.

A mediation conference referred at the time of the arraignment and detention hearing 
shall be calendared on an appointment basis for a time as close as possible to three weeks from the 
arraignment and detention hearing, and may be calendared later than the three week date only upon a 
showing of good cause and a court order with specific findings.

(4) Notification of Mediation Conference Date and Time; Appearance for Mediation 
Conference. The court will order the parties and counsel to return to the courthouse on the date and 
time set for mediation and report first to the courtroom before contacting the mediation secretary or 
designated mediator. ...... 1 ""

When the mediation conference is requested without a court order, the counsel who 
schedules the mediation conference must provide all other counsel with written notice of the 
conference, and all counsel must so inform their clients. On the date indicated in the notice, all parties 
and counsel (including Children’s Social Worker (“CSW”) when present) must report for mediation at 
or before the time scheduled, either report to the mediation secretary in the Children’s Court, Room 
2110 or to the identified mediator’s office. DCFS liaisons to mediation also must check in with the 
mediation secretary or scheduled mediator prior to the time scheduled for the mediation conference, 
and confirm which liaison will be responsible for and participate in each mediation conference.

Counsel must advise the parties to telephone the courtroom (when the matter appears 
on calendar) and also the mediation secretary at the Children’s Court at (323) 526-6671 if they expect 
to be late or are unable to attend the conference due to an emergency. This rule applies regardless of 
whether the case is scheduled in the Children’s Court or a branch courthouse.

(5) Reports for Use at Mediation Conference. The court will order DCFS to provide 
the appropriate reports to counsel, parties, the mediator and, where applicable, the CASA volunteer. 
DCFS shall submit the reports to the department where the case is pending, with copies each to the 
mediation department and the DCFS liaison to mediation, no later than 2:00 p.m. two court days before 
the conference.
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(6) Participation in Mediation Conference; Counsel Availability. In addition to 
counsel, the persons attending the mediation conference shall include as decision makers the parents, 
children (when appropriate), the assigned CSW or DCFS liaison, any appointed guardian ad litem, and 
any other person identified by the court as a party. At the discretion of the mediator, other persons 
may be permitted to participate, including family members, therapists, program representatives, 
caregivers, domestic violence support persons, and CASA volunteers appointed for the children.

When the CSW is not present, the DCFS liaison shall serve as the DCFS representative 
and have authority to make, case-related decisions on behalf of DCFS without further approval.

Ail counsel must remain available to the mediator to participate in the mediation 
conference until the mediation conference concludes.

(7) Need for Timely Proceedings; Consequences of Noncompliance. The child’s 
interests and the legislative intent that dependency cases proceed in a timely fashion require that 
hearings proceed on the date calendared. The failure of any person to comply with any court order 
described above 
ordered reports
Procedure section 177.5 upon written motion of another party or by the court.

(b) Confidentiality. The mediation conference will be deemed confidential. AH forms of 
communication between and among the mediator, parties, counsel, and other participants in the 
mediation conference are confidential and may not be released except for the social study, the 
mediator’s document for the court for the court at the conclusion of the mediation conference, and as 
compelled by statute. Welfare and Institutions Code section 350, California Rules of Court, rule 5.552, 
and California Evidence Code sections 703.5, 1115-1125(a)(4), and 1125(b) through 1128 apply to the 
dependency court mediation process.

(c) The Mediation Process. Initially, the mediator will meet with all counsel and the DCFS 
liaison to mediation concerning their perceptions of both the factual and legal issues in dispute and the 
areas of potential agreement. The parties will not be present during this phase of the conference. At 
various times, the mediator will meet with the parties, counsel, and others as a group and/or 
individually, at the mediator’s discretion, prior to finalizing the written agreement and case plan.

If the initial discussion with the mediator produces a proposed agreement with respect to all or 
some of the issues, the proposed agreement will be presented to the parties. Where there is partial or 
no agreement on substantive issues, the parties shall identify any points of agreement and those issues 
that remain to be resolved. After the parties have discussed the proposed agreement and any other 
matters which the mediator deems relevant, the mediator will prepare a document recording interim, 
partial, full or no agreement, including the identification of unresolved issues, have the document 
signed by counsel and the parties, and submit it with the court file to the judge for review, approval, 
findings and orders.

(d) Mediation Conference Continued. Subject to the court’s approval, a mediation conference 
that has begun but has not been concluded on the date scheduled may be continued to a future date at 
the mediator’s discretion for the purpose of facilitating resolution of the matter. The mediator and 
counsel may agree to continue to a specific date without the need for court appearance where that date 
is available on the mediation department calendar. Additional continuances will be allowed only upon 
written stipulation of the parties based on adequate reasons and subject to court approval.

If the court adjourns prior to completion of the mediation conference and the parties and 
mediator want to further mediate, the court will order the attorneys and parties to remain and participate 
until the mediation conference concludes, with the matter trailing on the court calendar for submission 
of the mediation conference results, and without the requirement that the parties return on the date to

including attendance at a mediation conference and timely submission of court- 
may result in the imposition of monetary sanctions pursuant to Code of Civil
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which the matter trailed. Once a matter has been trailed in this manner and judicial findings and orders 
have been made, counsel must advise their clients of said orders and or any future court date requiring 
the appearance of the parties.

The judge will decide, on a case by case basis, whether or not to grant any continuance of the 
mediation conference if the parties fail to appear when proper notice or oral direction was previously 
given.

(e) Domestic Violence Protocol; Security. The mediation department’s secretary must be 
advised at the time a conference is set or as soon thereafter as the information is known, when (I) 
counsel or any member of court staff is aware of a serious risk of violence, or (2) a restraining order 
has been issued against one or more persons involved in the mediation. The mediation department 
shall note this information by a means which preserves the confidentiality of these proceedings.

When the mediator has been advised of a serious risk of violence, he or she shall take steps to 
ensure that parties who pose an identified risk are seated and conferred with separately from the other 
parties or participants. The mediation department shall accommodate any party or participant who 
requests separate seating or conference session.

A counsel representing a client against whom a restraining order has been issued must contact 
the mediator at or before the time set for mediation conference, and wait until separate sessions for the 
restrained person can be arranged before directing that person to the mediator’s office.

When the mediator has reason to believe that there is an imminent risk of violence by or to any 
of the parties to the mediation, the Sheriffs Office located at the facility where the mediation is 
occurring must be immediately notified for assistance. Mediation proceedings shall be suspended until 
peace is restored and/or the risk of violence eliminated. Court security personnel may be requested to 
accompany parties or participants within the courthouse in order to safeguard them from violence or 
the threat of violence.

Any alleged victim of domestic violence has the right to have a designated support, person 
present during the mediation conference. The designated support person is controlled by the same 
confidentiality standards as any participant in the mediation conference, but unless otherwise ordered 
is not a participant in the discussion and decision-making process.

(Rule 7.23 new and effective July 1,2011)

PRE-TRIAL PROCEDURE

MANDATORY SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE
At the request of counsel, or on the court’s own motion, a matter may be set for a mandatory 

settlement conference for consideration of use of experts, potential stipulations as to issues, testimony 
or exhibits, narrowing of issues, evaluation of evidence, and case settlement.

The mandatory settlement conference may be set after the arraignment and detention hearing 
and must be set on or before the date scheduled for the jurisdiction hearing or any other contested 
hearing. The court should order that the jurisdiction/disposition report or any other relevant social 
worker report be prepared and made available by the social worker to the parties and their attorneys in 
advance of the settlement conference and in time for the parties to meet and confer for preparation of 
a joint trial statement.

The scheduling of the mandatory settlement conference may be considered good cause to 
continue the jurisdiction/disposition hearing beyond fifteen judicial days for a detained child if said

7.24
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continuance is not contrary to the child’s interest. The disposition hearing shall not be later than 60 
days from the date of the detention of the child.

The following procedures shall be followed in preparation for the settlement conference.
(a) Meet and Confer. Prior to the date set for the conference, counsel must meet and confer in 

good faith to prepare a joint trial statement. The failure to agree upon language to be included will not 
excuse a failure to fde a joint trial statement and the parties must set forth the portions of a subject that 
they agree upon and then each party’s version on that which they do not agree.

(b) Filing Trial Statement. The joint trial statement must be filed directly with the trial court 
and served on all parties no later than two court days before the day set for the conference.

(c) Extension of Time. The time for filing a joint trial statement may be extended only by
order of court.

(d) Contents of Joint Trial Statement. The joint trial statement must contain the following:
1. Caption, date and time;
2. Factual information. A complete and objective factual statement of the case, 

including (i) a description (including filing date) of the petition fonning the issues to be tried, (ii) the 
names, ages and relationships of all persons relevant to the proceeding and the names of their attorneys, 
(iii) the date and substance of any prior orders of the court which are pertinent, (iv) the date and 
substance of any documents which are pertinent to any contested issue, and (v) any other relevant 
information;

3. Expedited presentation of the case. Counsel must address the use of any expedited 
means of presenting evidence in an effort to reduce the length of trial, including stipulated facts, 
agreements regarding admission of evidence, and agreements regarding summaries of testimony. Each 
joint trial statement must include a stipulation listing (by reference to the exhibit list required by 
subsection 6.ii.a. of subdivision (d) all exhibits which may be received in evidence without objection, 
and a second stipulation listing (by reference to said exhibit list) all exhibits to which any objection as 
to foundation is waived;

4. Uncontested issues of fact and law. All uncontested issues shall be summarized;
5. Statement of contested issues of fact and law. A concise statement of each

contested issue shall be included; and
6. Discussion of contested issues: A comprehensive discussion of each contested 

issue shall be provided, which shall include the following:
i. Any factors relevant to that issue;
ii. A list of all documents, schedules or summaries to be offered at trial on the 

issue, and a summary of their contents and purpose, copies of reports of experts to be offered at trial. 
The failure to comply with this provision may result in an order excluding the document, report, or 
testimony of the expert at trial;

iii. The name and business address of any percipient or expert witness whom, a 
party intends to call at trial, and a brief statement setting forth the substance ofthe witnesses’ testimony. 
This requirement does not apply to any witness anticipated in good faith to be called solely for the 
purpose of impeachment or rebuttal. The failure to comply with this provision may result in an order 
excluding witnesses, documents or expert testimony at trial;

iv. Any legal argument relevant to that particular issue on which a party intends
to rely; and

v. Legal objections to evidence, including objections to witnesses, expert
testimony, documents and reports.
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(e) Non-compliance. If the parties fail to prepare and file a joint trial statement in accordance 
with these instructions, each party must summarize in writing the attempted compliance, including 
dates of meetings or discussions and total time spent in attempted compliance, and file a separate trial 
statement containing the required information. The failure to comply with the provisions of Local Rule 
7.24 may result in sanctions.

(Rule 7.24 new and effective July 1, 2011)

TRIAL AND RELEASE BEFORE DISPOSITION

7.25 TRIAL IN PROGRESS
A trial in progress shall proceed continuously on a day-to-day basis. Counsel must be prepared 

to proceed with the trial in this manner.
(Rule 7.25 new and effective July 1,2011)

7.26 APPOINTMENT OF EXPERTS
(a) Indigent Parties. Where a party cannot afford to employ an expert, and an expert is 

necessary to enable counsel to properly represent the party, counsel may move for the appointment of 
an expert pursuant to Evidence Code section 730 for the purpose of (i) assisting counsel in case 
preparation, and/or (ii) testifying at the adjudication, disposition, or other hearing. The motion must 
be made in writing and shall be heard in the department where the case is pending.

(b) Discoverability of Expert’s Report. If the court appoints an expert, the appointed expert’s 
report shall be discoverable. (Collins v. Superior Court (1977) 74 Cal.App.3d 47.)

(c) Fees. Court-appointed experts shall be in accordance with the schedule approved by the 
Juvenile Court Committee for Court-Appointed Experts. No expert will be paid unless counsel has 
received the court’s approval. Upon a showing of good cause, a judge may approve fees in excess of 
the schedule up to a limit of $2,500, so long as the fees were approved by the court before they were 
incurred. Fees paid to the same expert in the same case in excess of $2,500 must be approved by the 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court.

(Rule 7.26 new and effective July 1, 2011)

7.27 LAY WITNESS FEES AND COSTS
(a) Authorization. Welfare and Institutions Code sections 34.1 and 664 permit the court 

discretion to order the payment of witness fees in the amount set forth in Government Code section 
68093 for a person attending a hearing pursuant to subpoena.

(b) Policy. Witness fees for a subpoenaed witness will not be approved unless the request 
involves unusual circumstances which are either known to the judge or which are set forth in the a 
specific written request. A request for witness fees will be considered untimely unless submitted within 
30 days of the witness’ last court appearance.

(c) Procedure. A witness fee request must be submitted on either of two forms: (i) the “Request 
for Witness Fees” (available from the Office of the County Counsel) where County Counsel subpoened 
the witness; or (ii) the “Declaration and Order for Witness Fees” (available in the clerk’s office) for all 
other subpoenaed witnesses.

A request for witness fees will be decided by the judicial officer who heard the 
proceedings for which the witness was subpoenaed. If that judge is unavailable, the judge currently 
assigned to the courtroom where the proceedings occurred shall consider the request. The request for
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witness fees must be submitted directly to the appropriate judge and not to the Presiding Judge of the 
Juvenile Court.

In each instance, the judge should ensure that the amount authorized for witness fees 
and mileage is specifically set forth in the authorization.

The clerk shall forward the authorization for fees to the Office of the County Counsel 
(if County Counsel subpoenaed the witness), or the court’s Accounting Office for processing.

(Rule 7.27 new and effective July I, 2011)

APPLICATION FOR DETENTION OR RELEASE OF CHILDREN IN 
DEPENDENCY COURT SUBSEQUENT TO DETENTION HEARING AND PRIOR TO 
DISPOSITION IN EMERGENCY AND NON-EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

(a) General Policy. A court procedure for an application for the detention or release of a child 
during the period subsequent to the court’s detention order and prior to the dispositional hearing is 
authorized by Welfare and Institutions Code section 385. Nothing in this rule is intended to limit the 
court’s power under Welfare and Institutions Code section 385 or the right of law enforcement or 
DCFS to take a child into temporary protective custody pending a hearing on the matter.

(1) Definitions. A detained chi Id is one who has been previously detained by the court. 
A released child is one who has been released by the court to a parent or guardian, or who has never 
been detained.

7.28

(2) Format of Papers. The requesting party must file an Application for Detention or 
an Application for Release setting forth the required statement of the facts sufficient to support the 
application.

(3) Filing of Papers and Location of Hearing. The application and any supporting 
documents must be filed with the clerk where the case is pending and heard in that department.

(b) Non-Emergencv Applications for Detention or Release.
(1) In a case where a child was taken into temporary protective custody by DCFS or 

law enforcement, the matter must be filed within 48 hours, and shall be calendared for the next court 
day.

(2) In all other non-emergency cases, the matter shall be calendared for hearing not 
less than five days after filing the application. The requesting party must obtain a hearing date from 
the clerk. The requesting party must give notice, by telephone or facsimile to all counsel not less than 
72 hours prior to the hearing date, including the date, time and location of the hearing, and the facts 
upon which the application is based. The receptionist for the County Counsel Juvenile Division at the 
facility where the hearing will be held is authorized to accept service for County Counsel.

(3) The requesting party must instruct any person or agency to whom a child four years 
of age or older has been released, or with whom the child is detained, to bring the child to court. If the 
child is detained in a shelter or non-relative foster home or group home, the requesting party must 
request DCFS to transport the child to court. If the case is already scheduled for another proceeding 
in the near future, the requesting party must attempt to calendar the application for that date.

(4) A response to the application must be filed with the clerk not later than one court 
day before the hearing unless good cause is shown. The responding party shall give notice that a 
response was filed by telephone or facsimile to all counsel not later than the date the response is filed. 
Said notice shall include a brief description of the basis for the response.

(5) A proof of service of the notice of filing an application or response as provided 
herein shall be filed on the hearing date.

Page 177 of 208
Local Rules - Effective July 1,2019



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

(c) Emergency Applications for Detention or Release.
(I) In a case where an emergency necessitates consideration of detention or release of 

a child subsequent to the detention hearing and prior to the disposition hearing, an application for 
modification may be presented to the court. The application must comply with Local Rule 7.16(c) 
regarding emergency applications for hearing and California Rules of Court, rule 3.1200 et seq., 
regarding ex parte applications and orders. This emergency application procedure does not apply to 
situations in which a child has been taken into temporary protective custody by DCFS or law 
enforcement.

(2) If the court does not find that a sufficient emergency exists, the application shall 
be set for hearing in accordance with the procedures for non-emergency applications for detention or 
release.

(d) Conduct of Hearings.
(1) The court may summarily deny an application on the date set for hearing if there 

are insufficient facts alleged in the application to warrant the relief requested.
(2) The court may rule on an application based on the facts contained in the application, 

facts presented orally to the court for an emergency detention, and facts presented in any response, 
with or without argument of counsel. The court also may receive evidence at the hearing before ruling 
on any application.

(3) The hearing on any application will be conducted in the same manner as an original 
hearing and is subject to the same burden of proof.

(4) The hearing on an application for release will be limited to consideration of new 
evidence or a change of circumstances sufficient to justify a change in the previous order.

(5) If the facts supporting a request for detention are also relevant to the jurisdictional 
hearing, an amended petition may be filed and an arraignment may be conducted on the amended 
petition at the time that the application for detention is heard.

(Rule 7.28 new and effective July I, 201 i)

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

7.29 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY UNDER WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE
SECTION 903

(a) Policy. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 903 et seq., the court is required 
to make an evaluation of the financial ability of parent(s) or guardian(s) to reimburse the County for 
legal services and cost of care, support and maintenance of a child placed, detained, or committed 
pursuant to order of the juvenile court.

(b) Time of Referral, Parents, legal guardians, and parties other than children, who receive 
appointed counsel will be ordered to immediately report to the court’s Cost Recovery Division for a 
financial evaluation to determine the party’s ability to pay for legal representation, following: 1) the 
first hearing in which an attorney is appointed to represent that party in a dependency proceeding, and 
2) the adjudication hearing.

(Rule 7,29 new and effective July 1, 2011)

DEPENDENCY COURT TORT POLICY 
(a) Representation of Dependent Children in Tort Actions. The Juvenile Court Dependency 

Tort Policy, established pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 317(e), sets forth the duties

7.30
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and obligations of a child’s dependency attorney, tort attorney, and guardian ad litem in potential tort 
cases only. The Juvenile Court Tort Policy establishes the exclusive procedure for the referral of tort 
cases and specifies the manner in which tort attorneys and guardians ad litem are appointed to represent 
dependent children. No attorney may represent a dependent child in a potential tort action unless 
appointed for that purpose by the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court. A copy of the Juvenile Court 
Tort Policy may be obtained by calling tire Presiding Judge’s Office at (323) 526-6377.

(b) Reporting Duties of Child’s Dependency Attorney,
(1) Duty to Report Injuries. Pursuant to the Juvenile Court Dependency Tort Policy, 

an attorney representing a child in a dependency proceeding must investigate and report to the 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court any injury or condition of the child which could fonn the basis 
of a tort claim against a third party. The attorney has no obligation to report injuries to the Presiding 
Judge of the Juvenile Court when (i) the child is deceased, (ii) the child is placed with a parent, or (iii) 
the injury was allegedly caused by a parent or step-parent.

(2) Duty to Report Termination of Juvenile Court Jurisdiction. The child’s dependency 
attorney must notify the office of the Presiding Judge of the juvenile Court, when the juvenile court 
where the dependency case was heard terminates jurisdiction. Such notification must include the reason 
for the termination, and where and with whom the child is residing.

If jurisdiction is terminated because the child has been declared a ward pursuant to 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 602, the procedures outlined in the Juvenile Court Dependency 
Tort Policy must be followed to the extent possible as if the child remained a dependent.

(c) Procedure for Filing an Injury Report Pursuantto Subdivision (b). The child’s dependency 
attorney must report the injury to the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court using the form “Report of 
Child’s Injuries Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 317, subdivision (e)” (Juvenile Form 
5) available online at the court’s website and in the clerk’s office at the Children’s Court.

Three typed copies must be filed in the Office of the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile 
Court. One copy must be filed in the dependency court of record.

The report must be filed no later than 30 days from receipt of notice of the child’s 
injuiy. The child’s dependency attorney must include in the report as much information and 
substantiating documentation as possible, and must provide supplementary material to the Presiding 
Judge of the Juvenile Court as it becomes available, noting the earlier filed report(s). Separate reports 
must be filed for each potential claim.

(d) Penalty for Failure to Report. The failure of a dependency attorney to adhere to the 
reporting requirements of the Juvenile Court Dependency Tort Policy may result in appropriate action 
by the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court including monetary sanctions, removal from the 
dependency court panel, and report to the State Bar. Similar actions may be taken if a tort attorney 
fails to adhere to the procedures outlined in the policy.

(Rule 7.30 new and effective July 1, 2011)

7.31 PETITION PURSUANT TO WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE SECTION 331
A petition filed pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 331 must be filed in the 

clerk’s office of the Children’s Court, which must refer the matter to the Supervising Judge for review 
and further proceedings.

(Rule 7.31 new and effective July 1,2011)
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CLIENT COMPLAINT PROCESS
(a) Client Complaint Form. A party in a juvenile proceeding seeking to lodge a complaint 

about his or her court-appointed attorney must fill out a “Client Complaint FormForms are available 
in the clerk’s office at all juvenile courts.

(b) Filing the Complaint. The Client Complaint Form must be completed with specificity, and 
submitted to the clerk’s office at the Children’s Court, or mailed to the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile 
Court. All delinquency complaints will be reviewed by the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court. All 
dependency complaints will be forwarded for review to the Supervising Judge.

(c) Review of the Complaint. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or the Supervising 
Judge will review the complaint and forward a copy to the attorney who is the subject of the complaint, 
the attorney’s supervisor if one exists. The Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court or the Supervising 
Judge will send a letter to the complainant stating that the matter has been brought to the attention of 
the attorney and the attorney’s supervisor. If the matter has not been resolved to the satisfaction of the 
complainant, then a motion may be filed with the court of record to relieve the attorney and/or the 
matter mav be referred to the State Bar for review.

7.32

(d) Confidential Files. The juvenile court shall maintain a permanent file of all attorney 
complaints, attorney responses, and documentation of the actions taken, if any.

(Rule 7.32 new and effective July 1, 20) 1)

JUVENILE COURT BLANKET ORDERS7.33
The juvenile court finds that a blanket order is necessary for court administration and case 

management under certain circumstances. Copies of all existing blanket orders issued by the Presiding 
Judge of the Juvenile Court are available at the clerk’s office of the Children’s Court, or on the court’s 
website: www.lasuperiorcourt.org.

(Rule 7.33 new and effective July I, 2011)
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