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July 1, 2020
The Honorable Nury Martinez, President
Los Angeles City Council
The Honorable David Ryu, Chair of
Health, Education, Neighborhoods, Parks, Arts and River Committee
Los Angeles City Hall
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: Motion 20-0425
SUPPORT for Sale of Living Animals For Human Consumption / Prohibition
Via email to: councilmember.martinez@lacity.org, david.ryu@lacity.org, Paul.Koretz@lacity.org,
Councilmember.Blumenfield@lacity.org with copies to staff
Originally submitted via LA City Clerk Connect on June 10, 2020

Dear Councilmembers:
I am writing to urge the Council to vote in favor of Motion 11 (Koretz - Blumenfield), which seeks
to address live animal markets in the city and the unacceptable risks they pose. Animals sold at live
markets are often sick, and yet, they are denied appropriate veterinary attention. Live markets subject
animals to inhumane and stressful overcrowded conditions where bacterial and viral pathogens can
spread from one animal to another, and from animals to people. These markets are a breeding ground
for disease, and they threaten our health and humanity. Treating animals as inanimate commodities
instead of as living feeling animals and subjecting them to intolerable cruelty that creates human health
risks is outside the bounds of acceptable conduct in our society. I urge you to vote YES on Motion 11
and to move to outlaw live animal markets in Los Angeles. Thank you very much for your thoughtful
consideration.
Sincerely,

Gene Baur
President and Co-founder
Farm Sanctuary
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