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This i1s an automated response, please do not reply to this email.

Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: Mid City WEST Neighborhood Council

Name: Scott Epstein

Phone Number: 323-285-3540

Email: sepstein@midcitywest.org

The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(21) Nay(1) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 06/24/2020

Type of NC Board Action: Neutral Position

Impact Information

Date: 06/27/2020

Update to a Previous Input: No

Directed To: City Council and Committees
Council File Number: 20-0600

Agenda Date:

[tem Number:

Summary: This motin


mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2019-2021

Scott Epstein
Chair

Lauren Nichols
First Chair

Amy Goldenberg
Second Vice Chair

Vilma Hurtado
Secretary

Ivan Salas-Orofio
Treasurer

Thomas Bailey
Judith Benezra
Mehmet Berker
Cindy Bitterman
Shem Bitterman
Lauren Borchard
Montrese Chandler
Lindsey Chase
Michelle Einstein
Isack Fadlon
Barbara Gallen
Marisa Glucoft
Will Hackner
Taylor Holland
Tyler Lambert-Perkins
Lynda La Rose
Charles Lindenblatt
David Mann
Terence Mylonas
Taylor Nichols

Abe Rakov

Arnali Ray
Michael Schneider
David Sobel

Thao Tran

Henry Van Moyland
Steven Veninga

MID CITY WEST

543 N. Fairfax Avenue, Suite 106
Los Angeles, California 90036
Telephone (323) 285-3540

www.midcitywest.org

June 24, 2020

The Honorable Members of the Budget and Finance Committee
c/o Office of the City Clerk

Los Angeles City Hall

200 N Spring Street, Rm 395

Los Angeles, CA 90012
clerk.budgetandfinancecommittee@lacity.org

Re: The Mayor’s Proposed Budget (CF: 20-0600)
Dear Councilmember
Krekorian, Price, Koretz, Blumenfield, and Bonin,

Mid City West Community Council writes to express our concern regarding
the Mayor’s Proposed Budget for the Fiscal Year 2020-21 and urges you to
revise the budget so that it reflects the values of our community. At this
critical time of converging health, economic, and racial justice crises, our city
budget should be increasing funding for the vital social services on which so
many Angelenos depend, not cutting those services to offset raises for police
officers.

We appreciate that the City Council and the Mayor appear to be moving in the
right direction on this issue with the recent vote to cut between $100-150
million from LAPD’s budget to reinvest back into disadvantaged communities
and communities of color. The fact remains, however, that even with this cut,
the LAPD budget will still consume over 50%' of the City’s unrestricted
revenues for the coming fiscal year.

The Mayor’s Proposed Budget cuts $230 million in services, weakening vital
programs that many Angelenos rely on and imposing furloughs on nearly
16,000 city workers while simultaneously increasing LAPD officer pay by
$144 million. Even with the newly-announced $100-150 million cut to
LAPD’s budget has the potential to mitigate the effect of these raises, the
Mayor’s Proposed Budget still cuts City investments in housing programs by

! http://cao.lacity.org/budget20-21/Supportinfo/index.html
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Don Whitehead 9.4%?, job programs by 8.9%,’ and homelessness programs by 6%*—despite

Roque Wicker the 14.2% increase in people experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles last
year.” A number that has likely further increased due to the COVID-19
outbreak.

We applaud the City’s efforts to respond to the COVID-19 emergency:
delivering meals to seniors, opening childcare centers for healthcare workers,
purchasing personal protective equipment (PPE) for first responders,
implementing a small business loan program, committing to providing rental
assistance, and setting up testing sites, additional shelters, and more. These are
the kinds of interventions Angelenos need at this critical and unprecedented
time.

Sadly, the Mayor’s Proposed Budget puts some of these very initiatives on the
chopping block. The Department of Aging has reported that furloughs and
office closures will directly affect seniors trying to enroll in meal services,
many of whom do not have internet access and rely on staff to help them
enroll in city programs via telephone.® The Department of Economic
Development anticipates that its cuts will cause delays in economic relief and
related assistance to the thousands of workers and businesses impacted by the
COVID-19 emergency.” The Department of Housing and Community
Investment predicts that furloughs will reduce its ability to provide services to
tenants, prevent poverty and homelessness, and create affordable housing.®

We understand that the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in significant
revenue shortfalls for the City and that cuts in spending must be made.
However, we urge you to rework the 2020-21 budget so that it meets the needs
of this moment and shift significant resources to vital social services.Budgets
are moral documents that reflect our values. This is a moment for us to

2 http://cao.lacity.org/budget20-21/Supportinfo/index.htm
® http://cao.lacity.org/budget20-21/Supportinfo/index.htm
* http://cao.lacity.org/budget20-21/Supportinfo/index.htm
® https://www.lahsa.org/news?article=726-2020-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-results

® CAO’s May 19, 2020 Report on the Impact on City Services of the Furlough Program Included in the 2020-21 Proposed Budget, page 7 found at:
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0500 rpt CAO_05-19-2020.pdf

7 CAO’s May 19, 2020 Report on the Impact on City Services of the Furlough Program Included in the 2020-21 Proposed Budget, page 15 found at:
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0500 rpt CAQ_05-19-2020.pdf

& CAO’s May 19, 2020 Report on the Impact on City Services of the Furlough Program Included in the 2020-21 Proposed Budget, page 20 found at:
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0500 rpt CAO 05-19-2020.pdf

543 N. Fairfax Ave, Ste 106, L.A., CA 90036 // 323-285-3540 // www.midcitywest.org


http://www.midcitywest.org/
https://www.lahsa.org/news?article=726-2020-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-results
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0500_rpt_CAO_05-19-2020.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0500_rpt_CAO_05-19-2020.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0500_rpt_CAO_05-19-2020.pdf

] MID | CITY WEST

UNITY COUNCIL

@ 543 N. Fairfax Avenue, Suite 106
s Los Angeles, California 90036
A Telephone (323) 285-3540
UNDED www.midcitywest.org

recognize that investments in housing and job security, mental health care, and
after-school programs are our best investments in public safety.

Right now, Los Angeles is presented with an opportunity to improve upon the
past instead of repeating its mistakes. It is in that spirit that our Neighborhood
Council asks you for a budget that reflects the values of our community and a
more just, and equitable, Los Angeles.

Sincerely,

Scott Epstein, Chairperson
Mid City West Community Council

CC:

Councilmember David Ryu, Fourth District
Los Angeles City Hall

200 N. Spring Street, Rm 425

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Councilmember Paul Koretz, Fifth District
Los Angeles City Hall

200 N. Spring Street, Rm 440

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Councilmember Nury Martinez, Sixth District
City Council President

Los Angeles City Hall

200 N Spring Street, Ste 470

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Mayor Eric Garcetti
Los Angeles City Hall
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
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