Communication from Public

Name: Friends of Griffith Park
Date Submitted: 05/10/2020 08:13 PM
Council File No: 20-0600

Comments for Public Posting: Please submit the attached letter from non-profit Friends of
Griffith Park in opposition to cutting funding for the Wildlife Pilot
Study. Thank you. Gerry Hans
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May 10, 2020

Council Members

City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Our opposition to Budget Scale-back of Wildlife Pilot Study (CF 20-0600)
Honorable Council President Nury Martinez and Members:

The challenges of balancing the City budget during these unprecedented COVID times require
tough choices. Friends of Griffith Park believes that removing funding for the Los Angeles
Wildlife Pilot Study would be a groundless error in judgement and a decision not easily forgiven
by Los Angelenos who wholehearted supported the pilot study.

As clearly stated in the memo to the Budget and Finance Committee one year ago, May 7, 2019
“... this proposal is viewed as a priority for the City,” per Director of Planning, Vincent Bertoni.
Today, even under severe financial hardship, it remains a priority.

There is little doubt that the health of our ecosystems and vitality of our biodiversity are major
factors and driving forces toward economic prosperity. While P-22 is an icon around which
citizens have rallied for wildlife, it is also well recognized that the City is far behind other
jurisdictions in regulation and incentives to create sustainability of natural resources that bless
us. The City is already playing “catch up.”

For example:

e Ridgeline development remains unregulated in the City’s hillsides, while the County has
been protecting them for over a decade and a half.

e Fencing is regulated by height only, not by permeability. Worse, razor and barbed
fencing is allowed even in hillside residential up to eight feet, while planning code in
many other cities reflects its hazards to wildlife.

e Lighting disturbances that affect wildlife are unregulated, and there is little leadership
by City departments toward their own best practices.
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e Stronger measures for the City’s Protected Tree Ordinance are sorely needed. Wider
protection and mitigation measures are apparent in the planning code of surrounding
municipalities, while motions to strengthen City native tree protection remain in limbo.

e Even the most potent of the anticoagulant rodenticides are not only unregulated in the
City, but they are still being used within our city parks. Hopefully, the State will close this
gap for us by acting on AB 1788 in 2020.

e Most importantly, accommodations for wildlife connectivity through thoughtful and
enlightened concepts, some which can be applied with little or no marginal costs by
developers, are non-existent in our planning code. The City ranks fairly low (level 2 of 4)
when applying the “effective mesh size” measure for connectivity, part of the Singapore
Index, as reported in the Department of Sanitation 2018 Biodiversity Report.

As of last week, the mountain lions of the Santa Monica Mountains, along with other
subpopulations, are now candidates for listing under the California Endangered Species Act. As
such, they are currently afforded the same full protection as permanently listed species. Now is
an opportune time for the City to show leadership and responsibility, giving this majestic
species a fighting chance against an extinction vortex occurrence.

Friends of Griffith Park maintains that the City cannot afford to abandon the Wildlife Pilot
Study, especially since the team is only months away from having a draft ordinance. We
encourage you to pull no funds away from this initiative which will pay back the City in so many
ways.

Sincerely,

1 -

Gerry Hans
President

Friends of Griffith Park promotes the enlightened stewardship of Griffith Park so it can survive and thrive well
beyond the 21st century. Through advocacy, support, education and service, Friends of Griffith Park works to
preserve Griffith Park as L.4. ’s signature green and open space, place of free recreation, and linchpin in the
survival of Southern California’s native ecosystems.
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Communication from Public

Robin Greenberg, President, Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood
Council

05/10/2020 08:20 PM
20-0600

RE: Support Restoring Emergency Budget Funding for the
Wildlife Connectivity Project (Wildlife Corridors Project &
Wildlife Pilot Study) Council File #14-0518 & Budget Council
File #20-0600 Honorable Mayor Garcetti: I am writing to urge
you not to defund the Wildlife Corridors Project and the Wildlife
Pilot Study within it. To do so would jeopardize protections for
wildlife in the Santa Monica Mountains, which are an essential
and unique feature of our City of Angels and provide many
opportunities for Los Angeles residents and visitors to learn from
and appreciate nature. I urge you to reinstate funding for the
Wildlife Corridors Project, which links wildlife habitats and will
serve to protect the ecosystems of Los Angeles. Please see
enclosed letter. Thank you. Robin Greenberg, President, Bel
Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
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Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
PO Box 252007 Los Angeles, CA 90025
www.babcnc.org Office 310-479-6247 council@babenc.ore

May 10, 2020

mavor.helpdesk@lacity.org
gric.garcetti@lacity.org

RE: Support Restoring Emergency Budget Funding for the Wildlife Connectivity Project
(Wildlife Corridors Project & Wildlife Pilot Study) Council File #14-0518 & Budget Council File #20-0600

Honorable Mayor Garcetti:

[ am writing to urge you not to defund the Wildlife Corridors Project and the Wildlife Pilot Study within it. To do
s0 would jeopardize protections for wildlife in the Santa Monica Mountains, which are an essential and unique
feature of our City of Angels and provide many opportunities for Los Angeles residents and visitors to learn from
and appreciate nature.

You were correct when you recently said that “There is literally no time to waste — because what we do in the next
ten years will determine the health of our planet...” Millennia of evolution have endowed our local mountains with
unique and irreplaceable flora and fauna. To allow destruction of the Wildlife Corridors Project now after the
progress that has been made in understanding the interactions that sustain this mountain wildlife treasure in our
city would be a terrible mistake. The Wildlife Corridors Project was funded in 2018 and is close to a draft
ordinance. Rather than waste the efforts and data already collected, we urge you to continue this landmark project
and restore funding even during this difficult time of budget restraints.

Since Councilmember (CM) Koretz’s original motion in 2014, we have seen great support for preserving
connectivity and biodiversity in Los Angeles. The Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council (BABCNC) has
closely followed and strongly supported the creation and progress of this project since its inception. Please see
enclosed Community Impact Statement (CIS) from Council File #14-0518, with Board Resolution dated
07/28/2014, in Support of CM Koretz’s wildlife connectivity motion, for the investigation into and the creation of
Wildlife Corridors as they relate to new construction and development, and to preserve the wildlife corridors.
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-0518 cis_7-28-14.pdf

Subsequent to the initiation of this project, the area of the project expanded further west, and a small area was
designated for a Wildlife Pilot Study with the results to be applied to other hillside areas. As recently as March 7,
2020, BABCNC submitted a follow-up CIS, urging Planning to implement the Wildlife Pilot Study ASAP.
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-0518_CIS_03072020112056_03-07-2020.pdf
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RE: Support Restoring Emergency Budget Funding for the Wildlife Connectivity Project
(Wildlife Corridors Project & Wildlife Pilot Study) Council File #14-0518 & Budget Council File #20-0600

We now urge you to reinstate funding for the Wildlife Corridors Project, which links wildlife habitats and will
serve to protect the ecosystems of Los Angeles.

I, the undersigned, Robin Greenberg, am the President of the Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
(BABCNC). On May Ist, the BABCNC was disappointed to learn of your intention to defund Wildlife
Connectivity Project. We just learned of the Special Budget and Finance Committee meeting scheduled for
Monday May 11" to address the emergency budget. In anticipation of our upcoming neighborhood council board
meeting on May 22, 2020, I am writing on behalf of myself and the 32 board members, who will have an
opportunity to ratify this letter at that time.

Thank you
%bwo(/,mﬁagf

Robin Greenberg, President rgreenberg@babene.org
Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
Enel.

ccCl
councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.ore
councilmember.blumenficld@lacity.org
david.ryu@lacity.ore
paul.koretz@lacity.org
councilmember.martinez@lacity.ore
councilmember.rodriguez@lacity.org
councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
councilmember.price@lacity.org
councilmember . wesson@lacity.org
councilmember.bonin@lacity.orge
councilmember.Lee@lacity.org
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
councilmember huizar@lacity.org
councilmember.buscaino@lacity.ore
vince.bertoni@lacity.ore
Joan.Pelico@lacity.org
andy.shrader@lacitv.org
jay.greenstein@lacity.org
jefirey.ebenstein@lacity.org
jarrett.thompson@lacityore.
nicholas.greifiedlacity.org
emma.howard@lacity.ore




Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
Name: Robert Ringler

Phone Number: 310-475-5978

Email: ringler@mac.com

Date of NC Board Action: 06/25/2014

Type of NC Board Action: For Propesal

Impact Information

Date: 07/28/2014

Update to a Previous Input: No

Directed To: City Council and Committees
Council File Number: 14-0518

Agenda Date:

ltem Number:

Brief Summary: Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council supports Councilman

Koretz’s wildlife connectivity motion for the investigation into and creation of Wildlife Corridors
as they relate to new construction and development, to preserve the wildlife corridors, and
requests to be consulted by the City Attorney and Planning Department in the development of

said ordinance should the motion be passed by the City Council.

Additional Information:
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June 25, 2014

Board Resolution in Support of Councilman Koretz’s Motion 14-0518

We, Gary Plotkin and Robert Ringler, declare that we are the President and Vice President
respectively of the Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council, and that on June 25, 2014, a
Brown Act-noticed public meeting was held by the Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council with
a quorum of 12 board members present and that by a vote of 17 yeas, 0 nays, and 0 abstentions
the Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council adopted the following resolution:

Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council supports Councilman Koretz's wildlife connectivity
motion for the investigation into and creation of Wildlife Corridors as they relate to new construction
and development, to preserve the wildlife corridors, and requests to be consulted by the City

Attorney and Planning Department in the development of said ordinance should the motion be
passed by the City Council.

Details of the Motion:
WHEREAS, the Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council territory includes natural lands and
low-density residential neighborhoods that allow wildlife movement in the Eastern Santa Monica
Mountains, and
WHEREAS, the process of land development in the BABCNC territory often involves actions
that might affect wildlife movement, and
WHEREAS, viewing and enjoying wildlife is a unique experience characteristic of the quality
of life in the BABCNC territory, and
WHEREAS, Councilmember Paul Koretz has introduced a motion (Council File 14-0518) to
establish a process to develop and ordinance that would clearly delineate the responsibility
of potential land developers to map maintain wildlife connectivity on properties to be
developed to ensure that wildlife such as deer and bobcats can range through the eastern
Santa Monica Mountains, and
WHEREAS, said motion was seconded by four City Councilmembers representing broad
support across the City, and
WHEREAS, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy has begun to undertake the
development of wildlife corridor maps within its territory and already currently advocates for
measures similar to those being proposed by Councilmember Koretz,
WHEREAS, both private property interests and environmental considerations benefit by
definite and consistent guidance on the environmental constraints and considerations in real
estate development,

and
OFFICERS COMMITTEES STAKEHOLDER GROUPS
President Executive Bel-Air Crest Master Association Residents of Beverly Glen
Gary Plotkin Bylaws and Rules Bel Air Ridge Association Roscomare Valley Assoc.
Vice President Planning and Land Use Benedict Canyon Association Santa Monica Mt. Conservancy
Robert A. Ringler  Outreach and Education Casiano Estates Association Members at Large
Treasurer Public Safety/Disaster Preparedness Faith Based Institution Private Schools
Alan Fine Laurel Canyon Association Public Schools

Recording Secretary
Robin Greenberg



THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council supports
Councilmember Koreiz's wildlife connectivity motion and requests to be consuited by the City
Attorney and Planning Depariment in the development of said ordinance should the motion be
passed by the City Council.

Therefore be it resolved that the Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council approves the above
motion as described. -
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Gary PlotRin, Date
President

Bel-Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
City of Los Angeles Municipal Building

1645 Corinth Avenue, Room 103-4

Los Angeles, California 90025

O: 310-479-6247

—
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Robert Ringle / Date ’

Vice President

Bel-Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council

City of Los Angeles Municipal Building

1645 Corinth Avenue, Room 103-4

Los Angeles, California 90025

0O: 310-479-6247
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Recording Secretary
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Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to City Council and
Committees.

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood

Empowerment at NCSupport@lacity.org.

This is an automated response, please do not reply to this email.

Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council

Name: Robin Greenberg

Phone Number: (310) 968-0605

Email: rgreenberg@babenc.org

The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(23) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 02/26/2020

Type of NC Board Action: For

Impact Information

Date: 03/07/2020

Update to a Previous Input: Yes

Directed To: City Council and Committees

Council File Number: 14-0518

Agenda Date: 02/26/2020

Item Number: 21.a.ii.

Summary: On February 26, 2020, a Brown-Act noticed public meeting was held by the BABCNC.
With a quorum of 23 board members present, the governing Board of the BABCNC unanimously
voted to update our CIS, to urge the Planning Department to implement the Wildlife Pilot Study as
soon as possible.
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Communication from Public

Robin Greenberg, President, Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood
Council

05/10/2020 08:26 PM
20-0600

Honorable Mayor Garcetti: I, the undersigned, Robin Greenberg,
am the President of the Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood
Council (BABCNC), and I support Councilmember Koretz’s
position is that it is vital for the well-being of all Angelenos that
the city continue to accelerate its efforts to transition to cleaner
operations and carbon free fuels and products to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and to increase resilience. Please see
enclosed letter, to be entered into the record. Thank you. Robin
Greenberg, President, Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood
Council
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Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
PO Box 252007 Los Angeles, CA 90025
www.babene.org Office 310-479-6247 council@babene.ore

May 10, 2020

mavyor.helpdesk{@lacity.ore
eric.garcetti@lacity.ore

RE:  Support Councilmember Paul Koretz’s Effort to Mitigate Climate Crisis
Council File #20-0482 and Budget Council File #20-0600

Honorable Mayor Garcetti:

1, the undersigned, Robin Greenberg, am the President of the Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
(BABCNC), and I support Councilmember Koretz’s position is that it is vital for the well-being of all
Angelenos that the city continue to accelerate its efforts to transition to cleaner operations and carbon free fuels
and products to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to increase resilience.

His motion asks that the City Council direct the Emergency Management Department to include in its list of
essential emergency City services which shall continue during the COV1D-19 crisis all efforts consistent with
City policy to reduce greenhouse gas and toxic emissions, including but not limited to, building renewable
energy projects, electrifying our buildings and transportation network, enforcing the reduction of plastic
pollution, planting trees, protecting wildlife habitat connectivity, recycling and reducing food and other waste,
expanding clean mobility alternatives, and other such efforts.

On May 1st the BABCNC learned of the Special Budget and Finance Committee meeting scheduled for
Monday May 11" to address the Los Angeles Emergency Budget. Until the time of our upcoming board
meeting, on May 22", 1 am writing on behalf of myself, and anticipate a Board resolution reflecting board vote
following said meeting.

'I;lilauk you, ;
Kb Mesonbios y

Robin Greenberg, President rgreenberg@babenc.ore
Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
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RE: Support Councilmember Paul Koretz’s effort to mitigate climate crisis,
Council File #20-0482 and Budget Council File #20-0600

ce:
councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org
councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org
david.ryu@lacity.org

paul koretz@]lacity.org -
councilmember.martinez@lacity.org
councilmember.rodriguez{@lacity.org
councilmember.harris-dawson@]lacity.org
councilmember.price@lacity.org
councilmember.wesson(@lacity.org
councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
councilmember.Lee@lacity.org
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
councilmember.huizar@lacity.org
councilmember.buscaino@lacity.org
vince.bertoni@]lacity.org
Joan.Pelico@lacity.org
andy.shrader@lacity.org
jay.greenstein@lacity.org
jeffrev.ebenstein@lacity.org
jarrett.thompson@lacityorg.
nicholas.greif(@lacity.org
emma.howard@lacity.org




