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Dear Committee Members: 

I am writing to express the Association of Zoos and Aquariums' (AZA) support for the Los Angeles 
Zoo's plans to enlarge and renovate its elephant habitat. The exhibit designs incorporate the best 
thinking and science-based knowledge of elephant behavior and biology and will serve to create an 
enriching educational encounter for the almost 1.5 million annual visitors to the Los Angeles Zoo. 

There are many, many critical questions that must be asked and answered before major decisions 
regarding elephant habitats and programs can be made. We congratulate Mayor Villaraigosa for asking 
the Chief Administrative Officer to conduct an audit; and we congratulate you for considering the 
intricacies and professional expertise required to manage a modem zoological institution. 

The independent audit assessed the professional staff, animal enrichment, daily care and veterinary 
programs, and asked detailed questions of elephant experts, whose responses are based on science, 
careful evaluation and years of intimate knowledge gained from caring for elephants. The following 
quote from independent veterinarian Kay G. Mehren, DVM, Dipl. ACZM summarizes the audit 
findings by saying, "It is unlikely that any other staff or facility could offer a better level of care and 
management then the elephants receive at the Los Angeles Zoo." 

Los Angelenos have supported and enjoyed the Zoo for almost 50 years. They now want the 
opportunity see the Zoo's elephants cared for in a multimillion-dollar state-of-the-art facility, and to 
learn more about these amazing animals and how to help their conservation. Over 143 million people 
visit AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums every year. Each one of them makes some connection to 
animals during their visit, and we know the citizens of your city are no different. 



T . 

More than 40 zoos in North America plan to enlarge, renovate or rebuild their elephant habitats in the 
next five years. Several other zoos opened new elephant exhibits last year. We encourage the Los 
Angeles City Council to approve the elephant habitat plans submitted and to continue to position the 
Los Angeles Zoo as a national leader in animal care and conservation, and public education. The 
elephants at your zoo deserve the best-which can and should be provided at the Los Angeles Zoo. 

The Los Angeles Zoo is a first-class 21st century zoo. We are proud to say that it is an accredited 
member of the AZA, and we will continue to support its good work in daily care, conservation, 
education and research. 

Sincerely, 

J~::~ 
Executive Director 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 710 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
301/562-0777 x222 

JM/bp 

cc: The Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa, Mayor 


