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Planning & Land Use Management Committee, LA City Council
Gilda Haas, Executive Director, SAJE

Date: July 21, 2008

RE: Fast-Food Interim Control Ordinance

To the Committee:

I write to express SAJE's support of the proposed Fast-Food Interim
Control Ordinance for South LA, and urge you to pass it without delay.

Since its founding over a decade ago, SAJEhas striven to promote
economic justice through tenants' rights and better jobs for low-
income people in the Figueroa Corridor, South Los Angeles, and
beyond. Our goal has been to help create and sustain healthy
communities. Over the years, many of our closest partnerships have
been with healthcare organizations or organizations with healthcare
programs, most notably st. John's Well Child and Family Center,
Esperanza Community Housing Corporation, and (most recently)
Healthy Eating Active Communities. Such partnerships have reinforced
what we have long known through our tenant organizing: individual,
family, and community health are profoundly affected by numerous
factors that fall within the purview of planning and land use.

One such factor is the availability or unavailability of healthy food in
one's neighborhood. Unfortunately, healthy food is extremely difficult
to access in South LA. Instead, fast-food establishments (as well as
liquor stores) crowd out other, healthier alternatives. The deleterious
. effects of this land-use pattern are evident in the numerous, well-
documented health disparities between residents of South LA and
residents of neighborhoods with a wider and healthier range of food
options.



SAJEthus applauds Councilmember Perry for her commitment to
rectifying this situation, and urges PLUM,and then the full City
Council, to enact this ordinance. It is an important part of a larger
effort to redress the numerous health inequities suffered by the
residents of South Los Angeles.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Respectfully,

Gilda Haas, Executive Director
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy
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Planning, Land Use Management Committee Members
Councilmember Ed Reyes, Chair
Councilmember Jose Huizar
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Los Angeles City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Date: 7 r ,;z G,J'
Submitted in PL-tlll1 Committee

Council File No • tJ 7-:I~s-t
Item No. 12-1 (,J-?
DeputyjZ?· .Gz ;Ufi4,/b'-;;

RE: Council File No. 07·1658, Fast Food Interim Control Ordiannce

Honorable Members,

Community Coalition stands in support of the draft ordinance to prohibit the establishment over the course
of one year of new standalone fast food restaurants in South Los Angeles. We believe that this signifies a
concrete step towards a healthier South Los Angeles.

Community Coalition works to promote positive economic development in South Los Angeles, while .
involving residents in activities that influence public policy, in order to improve their neighborhoods and
change conditions that breed alcohol and drug addiction, crime and violence. Community Coalition was
founded in 1990 and today represents over 4,000 residents that live and work in South Los Angeles.

According to a study completed by Community Health Council in April 2005, South Los Angeles has less
restaurants, 1 for ever 1,910 residents, when compared to West Los Angeles which has significantly more
restaurants: 1 for every 542 residents. Their study also showed that more than half of the restaurants in
West Los Angeles (58%) were full-service versus less than one third (27%) of the restaurants in South Los
Angeles were of full service.

This inequity in quality food options costs South Los Angeles on many fronts, namely on the public's health
and also on the future for positive community development. The residents of South L.A. merit more than
being a dumping ground for nuisance sites and unhealthy food options.

We urge your unequivocal support for this ordinance.

(,

Marqueece Harris-Dawson
Executive Director
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Banning fast food in South L.A.
A proposed ban on new outlets is a reasonable attempt to improve the area's potential.

July 22, 2008

South Los Angeles is struggling to attract business, especially family restaurants, yet the City
Council is taking up a ban on new fast-food outlets. When does it make sense to put up yet
another City Hall roadblock to business, especially in an area that is struggling economically? This
is when it makes sense:

* When the area suffers from a historic lack of the kind of planning ordinances and design
guidelines that govern traffic flow, development and general livability in places such as Westwood
and Pacific Palisades.

* When the failure of the planning process leads to such a concentration of drive-throughs --
with their garish signage, cookie-cutter destqn, street-fronting parking lots and idling cars -- that
it dissuades supermarkets and other businesses from locating nearby.

* When developers and investors mentally write off the area for anything other than fast-food
franchises, figuring that residents must want them or there wouldn't be so many.

* When the city's economic geography, politics and practice create a self-perpetuating business
wasteland and catch-as-catch-can projects that never match the aspirations of its neglected
populace.

Some, including Councilwoman Jan Perry, author of the motion to ban new fast-food outlets in
South Los Angeles, also claim that better health will result from an end to their proliferation. We
don't find that to be the best argument; the design of the building .and the speed at which a meal
is prepared need not have a direct relationship to its wholesomeness. But having limited retail
space devoted to broader choices -- a sit-down restaurant, say, rather than a choice between the
drive-through burger place with the crown or the one with the arches -- may well make a
difference.

This page holds fast to the conviction that market forces are the indispensable ingredient in
determining the best use of land. But it would be an insult to the people of South Los Angeles to
tell them that they, and they alone, must be subject to decisions by developers and franchisees.
Yes, residents there eat a lot of fast food -- because that's what's there. If other parts of town
lost their specific plans, their design quidelines, their preservation zones and other protections
that for decades have set high standards for quality of life and for property values, they too
might find fewer sit-down restaurants and more burger and fried chicken joints.

One community has as much right as another to guide its appearance, its use and its
development. The City Council should move forward with this plan to allow people who live south
of the Santa Monica Freeway the opportunity to shape their neighborhoods.


