
July 18, 2007
JOSE HUIZAR

CüU!\cIlMEMBrR, 14TH DISTRICT

Councilmember Tom LaBonge, Chair
Councilmember Jan Perry
Councilmember Tony Cárdenas

Arts, Parks, Health and Aging Committee
Los Angeles City Council
200 North Spring Street, Room 395
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTN: Erika Pulst, Legislative Assistant

Dear Colleagues,

Thank you for considering Councilmember Greuel's and my Motion calling for a prohibition
on smoking at City permitted Farmer's Markets.

i would like to first thank Councilmember LaBonge and the members of the Committee
for your tremendous leadership in protecting our children and families from the dangers of
secondhand smoke. In particular, I congratulate you on the ordinances under consideration this
morning to implement a ban on smoking in all City parks and beaches, with limited exceptions.

It is clear that we must limit exposure to second hand smoke, where feasible, to protect
the health and wellbeing of our residents. As you know all too well, the carcinogens in second-
hand smoke are responsible for more than 38,000 deaths among non-smokers each year.
Children exposed to second-hand smoke, moreover, are far more likely to develop bronchitis,
pneumonia, asthma, and other health complications.

Through this Motion, Council member Greuel and i ask you to extend the protections of
the smoke-free ordinance to the City's Farmer's Markets. Farmer's Markets merit this special
consideration because they are designed to be family iriendly, health-promoting environments.
Moreover, Farmer's Markets are often held in small areas where patrons are particularly
susceptible to secondhand smoke.

Thank you again for your leadership in protecting our families, and for your consideration
of this motion

Sincerely,
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