
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

Date: October 24, 2007

To: The Honorable City Council
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall
Atten' : Hon able Wendy Greuel, Transportation Committee

, n erim General Manager
Transportation

From:

Subject: RE-ADOPTION OF THE CITY'S 2002 BICYCLE PLAN
CF 01-2396

SUMMARY

The Department of Transportation is working with the Department of City Planning on
developing a new Bicycle Plan for the City of Los Angeles and has hired a consultant, Alta
Planning and Design, who is now working on the new plan. Unfortunately, the 2002 Bicycle
Plan is too old for the City to qualify for the State's Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) 2008-
09 bikeway funding cycle. Per guidelines for the BTA funding program, "Bicycle Transportation
Plan (BTP) adoption establishes eligibility for five consecutive BTA cycles."

To apply for BTA funds in the 2008-09 funding cycle, the City of Los Angeles will be required to
readopt its 2002 Bicycle Plan prior to the BTA application deadline of December 3,2007.

RECOMMENDATION

That the City Council:

1. Readopt the 2002 Bicycle Plan, a section of the Transportation Element of the
General Plan, to allow the Department of Transportation to apply for BTA funding as
required by the program guidelines, until the new Bicycle Plan is developed and
submitted to City Council for adoption;

2. Authorize the Department of Transportation to apply for funds not to exceed two and
a half million dollars ($2,500,000) from the State's Bicycle Transportation Account for
bicycle related improvements; and

3. Authorize the General Manager of the Department of Transportation to execute a
Memorandum of Understanding or Letter of Agreement between the City and
Caltrans, subject to approval of the City Attorney as to form and legality, and accept
any funds awarded by Caltrans.
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DISCUSSION

The Fund was initially established as the Bicycle Lane Account (BLA) by a legislative effort in
1975 and recodified in the Streets and Highways Code as the Bicycle Transportation Account
(BTA) in the 1998 Budget. Statewide, a fund of $7.2 million per year is available to local
agencies at a maximum amount of twenty-five percent (25%) or $1.8 per grant, with the
requirement of ten percent (10%) matching funds.

The BT A provides State funds for city and county projects that improve safety and convenience
for bicycle commuters To be eligible for BTA funds, a city or county must prepare and adopt a
Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) that complies with Streets and Highways Code Section 891.2
and the following:

1. The governing body of a city or county must adopt the BTP by resolution or certify that it
is current and complies with Streets and Highways Code Section 891.2.

2 The city or county must submit the BTP to the appropriate Metropolitan Planning

Organization (MPO) or Regional Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA) for review and
approval for compliance with Streets and Highways Code Section 891.2 and the regional
transportation plan (RTP).

3. Following regional approval, the city or county must submit the BTP, the resolution
adopting the BTP, and the letter of approval from the MPO/RTPA to the Caltrans Bicycle
Facilities Unit (BFU) for review and approval

4. BTP adoption establishes eligibility for five consecutive BTA funding cycles. Example:
BTPs adopted in 2007 and submitted December 3, 2007; with an application for
2008/2009 BTA funding would establish eligibility for State fiscal years 2008/2009,
2009/2010,2010/2011,2011/2012, and 20012/2013. The State fiscal year begins on
July 1 and ends on June 30 of the following year.

Grant applications for BTA funds being drafted at this time include:
1. An overhaul of the lighting system on the Griffith Park segment of the Los Angeles River

Bike Path;
2. Upgrades and additions to the Sepulveda Basin Bike Path as it integrates with the

Orange Line Bike Path; and
3. Additional funding to retrofit sewer grates with bicycle friendly grate covers.

FISCAL IMPACT

There are no fiscal impacts associated with this action.

COORDINATION

The DOT is working with City Planning on the development of a new Bicycle Plan and has
advised Planning of its efforts to have the previous plan readopted for funding purposes.


