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May 1, 2017

Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers 
City of Los Angeles 
City Hall
200 N. Spring Street, Room 340 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Tommie Hotel Project located at 
6516-6526 W. Selma Avenue, Los Angeles, California 
CPC-2016-270-VZC-HD-CUB-SPR; ENV-2016-4313 -MND 
Council File No. 08-0887-S1____________________________

Re:

Honorable Councilmembers:

This letter is submitted on behalf of our client Mama Wilcox Land LLC, the owner and 
operator of the Mama Shelter Hotel located at 6500 Selma Avenue, Los Angeles, which is 
directly adjacent to the site of the proposed Tommie Hotel. Mama Shelter opened in 2015 and 
since then has established a highly successful hotel and restaurant operation.

Of particular note, the hotel involved the creative renovation of a classic masonry 
building dating to 1926. While it is not considered an historic resource due to the alterations, the 
building, due to its age and condition as well as its immediate proximity to the Tommie Hotel 
site, warrants in-depth consideration and analysis as to the potential impacts of the project, 
including as to geotechnical issues, vibration and noise during both construction and subsequent 
operations.

The Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project fails to adequately evaluate 
these impacts. In fact, the particular impacts to the hotel use and the character of its round-the- 
clock occupancy have been ignored. Unlike the other types of surrounding commercial and 
residential uses, the hotel use includes guest rooms and sleeping quarters directly abutting and 
overlooking the Tommie Hotel site which are especially susceptible to the substantial noise and 
vibration during the extended construction period. In addition, the extensive subsurface 
excavation for the subterranean parking garage exacerbates these concerns as well as the 
potential for damage to or undermining of the stability of the building itself. Operational noise 
impacts from the outdoor courtyard restaurant, located directly below the hotel rooms, create 
potential ongoing noise impacts.

Greenberg Glusker Fields Claman & Machtinger LLP
1900 Avenue of the Stars, 21st Floor, Los Angeles, California 90067 
T: 310.553.3610 | F: 310.553.0687

54482-00008/2791010.2

GreenbergGlusker.com

mailto:EWatson@GreenbergGlusker.com


Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers 
May 1, 2017 
Page 2

These issues have not been adequately evaluated and analyzed in the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. The Mitigated Negative Declaration surprisingly concludes that there would be no 
significant impacts as to noise, vibration and geotechnical issues and that no mitigation measures 
are required. This, despite the fact that significance thresholds would be exceeded. The record 
in the case establishes a fair argument that there would be such impacts and, therefore, requires 
the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report.

Mama Wilcox Land, LLC adopts and incorporates by reference all project objections 
raised by themselves and all others during the environmental review and land use entitlement 
processes for this project.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Watson

EW/sab
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