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At its meeting of November 8, 2007, following a public hearing, the City Planning Commission reconsidered 
the approval with changes of the Hancock Park Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ) Preservation 
Plan, an area generally bounded by Melrose Avenue on the north, both sides of Highland Avenue on the 
west, both sides of Rossmore Avenue on the east, and Wilshire Boulevard on the south, but excluding all 
other commercially zoned parcels and multi-family (R4) zoned lots along Rossmore Avenue. The 
Commission took the subsequent actions: 

1. Amended language regarding the 30% review thresnold as shown in Exhibit E-6. 
2. Approved the attached Staff Report and the Exhibits as the Commission Report; 
3. Adopted Categorical Exemption No. ENV 2007-2706-CE (Exhibit E-7); and 
4. Adopted the Findings in the attached Staff Report. 

Fiscal Impact Statement There is a General Fund impact as administrative costs resulting from 
implementation are not recovered through fees 

This action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
Ayes: 
Absent: 
v 

Kezios 
Freer 
Cardoso, Hughes, Roschen, Woo, Usher 
Kay, Montanez, 
7- ' 

ele Williams, Commission Executive Assistant II 
Planning Commission 

The Commission's action is final and not further appealable to City Council. 

The time in which a party may seek judicial review of this determination is governed by California Code of Civil Procedure Section 
1094.6. Under that provision, a petitioner may seek judicial review of any decision of the City pursuant to California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.5, only if the petition for writ of mandate pursuant to that section is filed no later than the 90th day 
following the date on which the City's decision becomes final. 

Attachments: Findings, Amended Hancock Park Preservation Plan, November 8, 2007 Staff Report w/ Findings. 

cc: Notification List 
Megan Hunter, Planning 
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FINDINGS 

1. General Plan Consistency. The adoption of the Hancock Park Preservation Plan is in 
substantial conformance with the purposes, intent, and provisions of the General Plan, 
and will be in conformity with public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good 
zoning practice in that it implements the following objectives of the Wilshire Community 
Plan (adopted September 2001), a land use element of the General Plan, and the 
Conservation and Housing Elements of the General Plan: 

Conservation Element of the General Plan 

Cultural and Historical Objective, to "protect important cultural and historical sites and 
resources for historical, cultural, research, and community education purposes." 

Policy, to "continue to protect historic and cultural sites and/or resources 
potentially affected by proposed land development, demolition or property 
modification activities." 

The proposed Hancock Park Preservation Plan through its design guidelines creates a 
clear and predicable set of expectations as to the design and review of proposed 
projects within the HPOZ. These guidelines ensure that maintenance, repair, 
rehabilitation, restoration, additions, and new infill construction is conducted in a 
historically appropriate manner that is consistent with the character of the neighborhood. 
These guidelines, in conjunction with the HPOZ, protect historic resources from 
demolition and potentially irreversible alterations that are incompatible with the 
neighborhood, thereby protecting these important resources and their corresponding 
character defining features. 

Housing Element of the General Plan 

Objective 1.1, to "encourage production and preservation of an adequate supply of 
rental and ownership housing to meet the identified needs of persons of all income 
levels and special needs." 

Policy 1. 1. 12 to "provide technical assistance to individuals and organizations on 
housing development and rehabilitation." 

The proposed Hancock Park Preservation Plan, through its design guidelines, provides 
explicit guidance to individuals and developers on how to rehabilitate structures in a 
historically appropriate manner or construct buildings that are compatible with the 
character of the neighborhood. 

Objective 2.2, to "maintain and upgrade existing housing stock to meet Health and 
Safety code requirements through enforcement of existing laws, rather than demolition 
when feasible." 

Policy 2. 2. 1 to "promote the cost effectiveness of rehabilitation of older housing in 
order to conserve historical resources." 
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The Hancock Park Preservation Plan helps to streamline the HPOZ review process by 
delegating authority to the Planning Department for almost all conforming work projects. 
The Preservation Plan also exempts certain projects from review. For example, projects 
that are not visible from the street are exempt. The streamlining of the review process 
minimizes delays that could increase costs and allows the homeowner flexibility in using 
cheaper materials that may not be historically appropriate, which are not visible from the 
street. 

Objective 2.4, to "develop and preserve quality single and multi-family housing utilizing 
approved design standards which maintain the prevailing scale and character." 

As a result of the adoption of a Preservation Plan, a clear and predictable set of design 
standards can be created and implemented to preserve historically significant single
family housing and ensure that new infill construction is compatible with the area's 
architectural and historic character. 

Objective 6.2, to identify and protect "architecturally and historically significant 
residences and neighborhoods." 

Through adherence to the design guidelines of the Preservation Plan, historically 
significant buildings and the neighborhoods in which they are located will be protected 
from incompatible alterations, additions, and demolition. The easy to follow guidelines in 
the Preservation Plan correlate closely with the Secretary of Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation and provide guidance to property owners on how to appropriately 
rehabilitate historically and architecturally significant properties. 

Hollywood Community Plan 

There are only 78 out of 1,236 parcels in the Hancock Park HPOZ that are also located in the 
Hollywood Community Plan Area. Although the Hollywood Community Plan is currently being 
updated, the last adopted version dates from 1988 and lacks much of the detailed objectives, 
policies, and programs found in later versions of other community plans. In spite of this fact, the 
Hollywood Community Plan states, "The Plan encourages the preservation and enhancement of 
well defined residential neighborhoods in Hollywood through (1) application of Historic 
Preservation Overlay Zones where appropriate, and/or (2) preparation of neighborhood 
preservation plans which further refine and tailor development standards to neighborhood 
character." Thus, the development of a Preservation Plan for Hancock Park, a well defined and 
recognized neighborhood, is clearly aligned with this objective. 

Wilshire Community Plan 

The establishment of the proposed Hancock Park HPOZ is specifically called out in the goals 
and objectives of the Wilshire Community Plan, and therefore, is in substantial conformance 
with the purposes, intent, and provisions of the Wilshire Community Plan, a land use element of 
the General Plan. The adoption of the proposed Preservation Plan will be in conformity with 
public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice because it implements 
the following goals and objectives of the Wilshire Community Plan: 

Objective 1-3: Preserve and enhance the varied and distinct residential character and 
integrity of existing residential neighborhoods. 

Policy: Support historic preservation goals in neighborhoods of architectural 
merit and/or historic significance. 
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Program: Develop Historic Preservation Overlay Zones for the Windsor Square 
and Hancock Park neighborhoods, and other neighborhoods as appropriate 
including the Miracle Mile and Beverly-Fairfax neighborhoods, with community 
involvement and support; 

The establishment of the proposed HPOZ for Hancock Park is specifically called out in 
the Wilshire Community Plan. 

Objective 17-2: Preserve and enhance neighborhoods having a distinctive and 
significant historical character. 

Policy: Continue to identify and document Wilshire Community Plan Area 
Cultural and Historical Monuments. 

Program: Continue to apply the city's zoning regulations, which provide for the 
documentation and establishment of the Historic Preservation Overlay Zones. 

Through the Historic Resources Survey approximately 88% of the structures within the 
proposed HPOZ were identified as "Contributing" or historically significant. This Historic 
Resources Survey concluded that the Hancock Park area meets the criteria for HPOZ 
designation, because the majority of buildings are the original structures from the 
development of this part of Los Angeles, which largely occurred during the 1920s and 
1930s. Many contributing buildings retain their historic design features depicting the 
array of period revival styles common during these decades, predominantly, Spanish 
Colonial Revival, Mediterranean Revival, Tudor Revival, English Revival, and Colonial 
Revival. The vast majority of the buildings were designed by important local architects 
and were built for prominent families at a much higher original construction cost relative 
to other contemporary residential buildings in Los Angeles. The proposed HPOZ and 
preservation plan would provide for the preservation and enhancement of Hancock Park, 
which has been documented as a distinct and historically significant neighborhood. 

Objective 17-3: Encourage private owners of historic resources to maintain and 
enhance their properties in a manner that will preserve the integrity of such resources. 

Policy: Assist private owners of historic resources to maintain and enhance their 
properties in a manner that will preserve the integrity of such resources. 

Program: Support the creation and implementation of Hancock Park, Windsor 
Square, and other areas of architectural or historical significance as historic 
districts under the Planning Department's HPOZ program. 

This objective in the Wilshire Community Plan also called for the creation and 
implementation of an HPOZ for the Hancock Park neighborhood. 

2. Boundaries. The proposed Preservation Plan establishes historic preservation 
guidelines for the Hancock Park HPOZ , which is generally bounded by Melrose Avenue 
on the north, both sides of Highland Avenue on the west, both sides of Rossmore 
Avenue on the east, and Wilshire Boulevard on the south, but excluding all other 
commercially zoned parcels and multi-family ( R4 ) zoned lots along Rossmore Avenue. 

3. Cultural Heritage Commission. The Cultural Heritage Commission recommended that 
the City Planning Commission adopt the proposed Hancock Park Preservation Plan at 
its meeting on July 19, 2007. 
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4. California Environmental Quality Act. The adoption of the Hancock Park Preservation 
are exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), pursuant to 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State's Guidelines in that the project consists of 
"actions taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to 
assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment 
where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment" and 
Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 is "limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a 
manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Buildings (1995), Weeks and Grimmer", and was issued Categorical Exemption ENV-
2007-2706-CE on June 25, 2007. 


