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The Ballot Simplification Committee hereby submits its summary for the two City Propositions 
appearing on the November 4, 2008, State ballot. The Committee met on Monday, August 18, 
2008. The Committee has prepared and submits ballot digests for Proposition A, concerning a 
special tax for gang and youth violence prevention, after-school and job training programs; and 
Proposition B, concerning a fix to City authority to support affordable housing required by State 
Constitution Article 34. 
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Title 
City of Los Angeles Special Gang and Youth Violence Prevention, After-School 
and Job Training Programs Tax 
Proposition A 

The Issue 
To address gang violence through prevention and job training programs; 
preventing students from dropping out of school; funding supervised after-school 
programs, tutoring/mentoring, vocational/apprenticeship programs, expanded 
graffiti removal; requiring Controller audits, citizen oversight; funding proven 
programs; shall the City of Los Angeles levy an annual $36 gang prevention tax, 
with discounts for low-income seniors, on each real property parcel? 

The Situation 
The Los Angeles Police Department estimates there are 400 gangs and 38,000 
gang members within the City of Los Angeles. Gang violence results in loss of 
life and negatively affects living conditions in many parts of the City. 

Some of the causes of the growth of gang violence across the City are the lack of 
job and training opportunities and other healthy productive options for youth. 
Currently, the City cannot adequately fund programs and activities that help 
young people develop employment skills and provide positive alternatives to 
gangs that are necessary to end gang violence. 

The Proposal 
The City would levy an annual $36 special tax on each real property parcel to 
fund gang prevention, intervention, after-school and job training programs. 
These funds would be placed in a new Special Tax Fund to be used only for the 
specific purposes stated in the measure. Purposes include programs and 
activities that are proven to be successful to address gang violence as well as 
evaluations and audits to ensure that funds are used effectively. 

A Yes Vote Means 
You want to allow the City to levy an annual $36 special tax on each real 
property parcel for programs that address gang violence. 

A No Vote Means 
You do not want to allow the City to levy an annual $36 special tax on each real 
property parcel for programs that address gang violence. 


