
P 0 Box 41633 
Los Angeles, CA 90041 
November 25, 2008 

Re: Agenda, Los Angeles City Council, Item 9: 08-2599 CD 1& 14 Mitigated Negative Declaration, 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee Report and Ordinance First Consideration 

CPC 2008-1182-ZC 

Against the adoption of this discriminatory ordinance, designed only for our neighborhood, and 
protesting the lack of due process (in numerous ways listed by the neighborhood councils) and 
violations of the Brown Act at Public Hearing in PLUM committee on November 19, 2008. 

The Brown Act requires notice and an agenda. Ms Gabriel claims she used a "focus group." This 
focus group of Ms Gabriel was not noticed to us, nor did we have any word of it nor an agenda of what it 
would cover. One session of neighborhood access for information of the "new ordinance" on November 
15, 2008, was sent to us, received by postcard the Monday after the Saturday it was held. This session 
was allegedly to answer questions. The PLUM committee claims this was many varied meetings 
everywhere at any given moment. At the one hearing we could attend and heard about, the 19'h, all 
comments were limited to one minute, preventing rebuttal. The slides shown the committee were 
hidden from view to the audience, preventing rebuttal. 

Two neighborhood councils weighed in on November 19, 2008, against for reasons that included lack of 
Environmental Impact Report. Ms Gabriel did a cheaper, shallower type of review. Two councils were 
Glassell P)ark and LA32. Their reports are incorporated into this document by referencve. See full 
reports in dminutes of hearing. On October 21, 2008, One asked PLUM for a community impact 
statement. They were ignored. The plan went from approximately 1, 700+ acres to over 11,000 acres. Ms 
Gabriel of the planning department said she chose to enlarge it because of a "focus group" she formed 

who requested same. 

Mention by Juanita Gabriel of planning department that she used a "focus group" to determine the 
neighborhood's possible feelings on the issue. This was done with no notice to the neighborhood. Per 
the newspaper, when asked how by one reporter how she developed the focus group, who they were 
,how large a group, minutes of any focus group activity or such a motion, she declined to answer. See 
opposing newspaper issues, 

1. September cover story, "Northeast Residents Upset!"September, 2008, The Voice; October 
2008, The Voice, "Ordinance continues to slide down Hill!" article by Jose Sanchez; November, 
2008, The Voice. 

At November 19, 2008, hearing, the opposing voices were from a high school class brought in to 
participate, by Alex Adams of Wilson High School. I asked one of the students if he lived in the area. He 
said uno.11 

Expressed racism by the high school teacher was not corrected by the PLUM Committee. I can only 
consider it was accepted by them as true. Mr Alex Adams said "who are you saving it for, the Anglos?" 
when there was silence for a moment except for boos from some of the neighbors, he turned to his class 
and the audience and said (demonstrating also his provincialism) "The Anglos on the Westside?" and his 
class started loudly cheering and calling out. This was by a group from whom my sample questioning 
revealed they were not even all stakeholders. PLUM never rebuked this racism nor said for the record 
note this is not discriminatory nor racially motivated. The neighborhood is largely Hispanic, poor, and 
unorganized except for using our Neighborhood Councils. Our voices were ignored. 



The slides Ms Gabriel showed the PLUM committee were not projected for the audience to see and 
comment upon. They were shown behind a large pillar, where only the committee could see them. We 
heard comments that one could build the same square footage in different arrangements. However, 
that violates the ADA Americans with Disabilities Act, because she wanted the home terraced in several 
levels to hug closer to the hillside. This causes much larger prices, prohibitive to a modest community. It 
is Constructive Eminent Domain, taking of our rights and preventing, effectively, our abilities to develop 
our land. 

We were told a house of 1,000 square feet was adequate. I challenge the Council to tell me if they 
live in a house that size. I do. A bank finances a saleable house, a marketable size. This raises the 
Doctrine of Impossibility simply trying to get funding for such a dwelling. A real estate broker likes to sell 
conforming houses to the norm in the market. This attitude reflects that our neighborhood population 
can squeeze into a smaller house. 

We had shown up after seeing a drawing of a house following the new zoning rules. It would be 
prohibitively expensive and require custom construction and design, pricing us out of the market. It was 
like the Egyptians telling the Hebrew slaves to make "bricks without straw." 

No demonstrated weakness of current building codes was shown. No evidence of codes allowing 
houses to slide downhill was shown. The new zoning is unnecessary, effectively taking our land, 
devaluing it, taxes remain the same as when it was usable. The city will end up losing good assessment 
money from a potentially viable neighborhood trying to build itself better. 

Yours truly, 

Mr Arthur Hanson, Native Amer.ican resident and property owner 
Molly Squire Hanson, PhD, trustee for two property owners 
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JOYCE DILLARD 
P.O. Box 31377 
Los Angeles, CA 90031 
Email: dillardjoyce@aol.com 

November 25, 2008 

Honorable Eric Garcetti 
Honorable Ed P. Reyes 
Honorable Wendy Greuel 
Honorable Dennis P. Zine 
Honorable Tom LaBonge 
Honorable Jack Weiss 
Honorable Tony Cardenas 
Honorable Richard Alarcon 
Honorable Bernard C. Parks 
Honorable Jan Perry 
Honorable Herb J. Wesson, Jr. 
Honorable Bill Rosendahl 
Honorable Greig Smith 
Honorable Jose Huizar 
Honorable Janice Hahn 

PROTEST 

Re: Council Meeting November 25 2008 
Agenda Item No. 9 
Council File 08-2599 

Dear President Garcetti ETAL: 
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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, PLANNING AND LAND USE 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT and ORDINANCE FIRST 
CONSIDERATION relative to zone changes for various subareas within the 
Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan. 
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Recommendations for Council action, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE 
MAYOR: 

1. FIND that this project will not have a significant effect on the environment, 
pursuant to the City's Environmental Guidelines and is in compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act; that the Mitigated Negative Declaration 
reflects the independent judgment of the lead agency in the City of Los Angeles; 
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President Eric Garcetti 
November 25, 2008 
Page 2 

that the documents constituting the record of proceedings in this matter are 
located in Council File No. 08-2599 in the custody of the City Clerk and in the 
files of the Department of City Planning in the custody of the Environmental 
Review Section; and ADOPT the Mitigated Negative Declaration [ENV 2008-
1183 MND] filed on May 23, 2008. 

There are significant Environmental Impacts and an Environmental Impact 
Report should be prepared. The Mitigated Negative Declaration is based on a 
report alien to the actual facts that encompass the area. It looks like a duplicate 
of another plan and is not specific to the Environmental needs of the area 
described. The Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for the original 
area in the Northeast Los Angeles Hillsides Work Program. The boundaries 
have expanded, with no environmental preparation executed for the expanded 
boundaries of this ordinance. 

There is no attempt to even adopt a Natural Community Conservation Plan, 
when the vacant land, wildlife and habitant need preservation. A full 
.Environmental Impact Report should be required for such an extensive change in 
the undeveloped hillsides area with archaeological and historical cultural aspects. 
Part of the area has springs underground. Wildlife is abundant. 

No infrastructure needs have been anticipated or mitigated. Fire, roads and 
water needs are critical and costly, if unmitigated. 

Please be aware that many parts of the community are insured by California Fair 
Plan, because of the risks, yet you take no precautionary planning and put the 
full risk of the individual property owner. 

Hillsides move and streets get narrower. Do you really expect development 
without infrastructure first? How about the need for water during this Governor 
Schwarzenegger declared drought and impacts for sea level rise, increased 
temperatures, shifting precipitation and extreme weather events 

2. ADOPT the November 19, 2008, FINDINGS of the Director of Planning, as the 
Findings of the Council. 

This report changes the intent of the original ordinance, to retain ridgelines. 
Now, these ridgelines have building. 

You do not even state the City Planning Case number on this agenda which is a 
Brown Act violation, if the intent is to approve such a case. 
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3. PRESENT and ADOPT the accompanying ORDINANCE dated November 19, 
2008, and approved by the Director of Planning, effecting zone changes for 
various subareas within the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan, located in 
the hillside easterly of the 110 Freeway and for portions of Elephant Hill-Happy 
Valley-Hermon-Heritage Square-Lincoln Heights-Mt. Olympus (Flattop Hi/f)
Montecito Heights-Monterey Hills-Oak Hill-Paradise Hill-Rose Hills, El Sereno 
North, Ascot Hi/fs-EI Sereno-Hillside Village-Omaha Heights, and University Hills 
in the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan area, from OS-1XL-HPOZ to 
[Q]OS-1XLD-HPOZ, OS-1XL to [Q]OS-1XLD, A1-1 to [Q]A1-1D, A1-1XL to 

. [Q]A1-1XLD, RE40-1 to [Q]RE40-1D, RE20-1 to [Q]RE20-1D, RE9-1 to [Q]RE9-
1D, RS-1 to [Q]RS-1D, R1-1-HPOZ to [Q]R1-1D-HPOZ, R1-1 to [Q]R1-1D, R2-1-
HPOZ to [Q]R2-1D-HPOZ, R2-1 to [Q]R2-1D, RD6-1 to [Q]RD6-1D, [TJ[Q]RD6-1 
to [T][Q]RD6-1D, RD5-1 to [Q]RD5-1D, [Q] RD5-1 to [Q]RD5-1D, RD4-1-HPOZ 
to [Q]RD4-1D-HPOZ, RD3-1-HPOZ to [Q]RD3-1D-HPOZ, RD3-1 to [Q]RD3-1D, 
RD2-1 to [Q]RD2-1D RD1.5-1 to [Q]RD1.5-1D, (T)(Q)RD1.5-1 to (T)[Q]RD1.5-
1 D, C1-1 to [Q]C1-1 and PF-1 to [Q]PF-1 D, subject to D limitations and Q 
Conditions of Approval, as modified and attached to the Committee report. No 
individual development project is being proposed. Applicant: City of Los Angeles 
CPC 2008-1182-ZC 

Not all elements of the General Plan including Air Quality, Conservation, Historic 
Preservation and Cultural Resources, Infrastructure Systems, Noise, Open 
Space, Public Facilities and Services, Safety and Transportation are incorporated 
together nor analyzed to obtain a cost for this Housing Element development of 
the General Plan, its purpose being a complete planning process of the City. 

By law, the General Plan includes the following mandates (Government Code 
Section 65320), but you choose to omit some in this ordinance, and therefore, 
this ordinance is not in compliance with the intent of the law. 

1. Land Use 
2. Circulation 
3. Housing 
4. Conservation 
5. Noise 
6. Open Space 
7. Safety 

No analysis has been made to incorporate infrastructure to existing bonds 
passed, both State and Local, for infrastructure needs. 

Just what Infrastructure Systems are affected? 
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4. NOT PRESENT and ORDER FILED Ordinances dated August 14, 2008. 
Fiscal Impact Statement: The CPC reports that there is no General Fund impact, 
as administrative costs are recovered through fees. 

Community Impact Statement: Yes* Against Proposal: Glasse/1 Park 
Neighborhood Council General Comments: Lincoln Heights Neighborhood 
Council 

There is no fiscal impact stated which is untrue. They will be fiscal impacts and 
the City is suffering through a fragile budget year and you choose to ignore the 
financial aspects of this ordinance. 

Your publication is in the Los Angeles Daily Journal, a business publication 
hardly relevant to the communities in the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan 
when many census tracts are considered low-mod and eligible for Federal 
funding in the Department of Urban Development Consolidated Plan. It is 
obvious that you do not want the property owners and residents to read the 
Public Hearing notice. 

What is dated August 14, 2008? Nothing appears under the Council File on the 
City Clerk's website. 

DO REAL PLANNING. Follow the process and allow for the public's Quality of 
Life. 

Very truly yours, , 

~£9~ 
\Jtfte Dillard 

JD/j 


