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RULES & GOVERNMENT
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental
body or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council
with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, approximately 6 billion single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles
County each year, and few of them are recycled; and

WHEREAS, single-use plastic bags often end up as litter that pollutes Los Angeles'
streetscapes, waterways, wetlands and beaches; and

WHEREAS, existing state law, AB 2449, precludes local governments from assessing a
per-bag fee, thereby reducing their ability to reduce trash and comply with state and federal
water quality mandates; and

WHEREAS, many socially conscious retailers in Los Angeles have recognized the
negative impacts of plastic bags and voluntarily instituted a per-bag fee or have phased out the
use of single-use plastic bags entirely; and

WHEREAS, alternatives to single-use plastic bags are readily available, and the revenue
from a per-bag fee could help cities offset the cost of distributing reusable bags to residents; and

WHEREAS, Ireland has instituted a per-bag fee that has significantly reduced plastic
bag consumption and effectively reduced plastic bag pollution; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the state legislature is AB 68 (Brownley), which
would institute a statewide fee of 25 cents per single-use bag, which would then be used to fund
grants to cities and counties on a per capita basis for local pollution control and recycling
programs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that the
City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2009-2010 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for
AB 68 (Brownley), which would lead to less use of all single-use bags through the imposition of
a 25 cent per bag fee.
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