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From:
Barbara Monahan Burke 
4223 Wilkinson Avenue 
Studio City, California 91604 
818-980.5360

March 27,2007

To:
Carol S. Armstrong, Ph-D.
Bureau of Engineering—Department of Public Works 
City of Los Angeles
1149 S. Broadway, Suite 600—Mail Stop 939 
Los Angeles, California 90015

Dear Carol:

1 have attended the workshops, hearings and even many of the Los 
Angeles City Council's Ad Hoc River Committee meetings 
throughout the Los Angeles River Master Plan’s existence. Studio 
City is where I am a homeowner, and also an independent business 
owner, a landscape designer and organic horticulturalist. I am an 
advocate for our community and in contact with hundreds of 
stakeholders. I present here not only my own views, but also many 
of theirs, too.

The Los Angeles River flows through the length of Studio City.

—The first priority is flood protection. In the great flood of 1938, 
the homes in Colfax Meadows, the lowest point of the San 
Fernando Valley, were under water. We need the concrete bottom 
and walls containing the flow of the LA River to remain intact here 
in Studio City; no damming should occur.

It is, therefore, important to have the rest of the “shores” of the 
River be as naturally landscaped as possible, not San Antonioized 
with concrete terraces and businesses crowding onto the shores.
We embrace having natural permeable walkways for humans and 
animals, a bike path on the south side (except within the CBS 
property), as much restoration as possible, water-wise trees (many
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evergreen as visual and noise buffers), and shrubs and vegetation 
to create a greenway refuge from the ever increasing 
overdeveloped concrete jungle.

--The Weddington Park area adjacent to both the Studio City 
Island, single-family homes and the proposed enormous high-rise 
development at the MTA property on Lankershim Boulevard and 
Universal City should be shielded from any onslaught of major 
use. There is indication of a proposed foot-bridge there. Already 
the recreational facilities at the park are heavily used as are the 
open green spaces. This small area should be treated with 
sensitivity to shield it from being overused, especially with the 
huge amount of employees and others that will come once the 
development is complete. It should be a lovely respite, not an 
overburdened site. Therefore, the proposed bridge appears 
inappropriate.

-The Vineland Avenue to Colfax Avenue area along Ventura 
Boulevard is within the Ventura-Cahuenga Boulevard Corridor 
Specific Plan. There is a Charette process underway. Stakeholders 
in the area are adamant about preserving the scale and character of 
Studio City and adhering to the Specific Plan without allowing 
exceptions. Services are needed here as part of our premier 
commercial boulevard, not more residences.

The River’s concrete channel serves as a megaphone, broadcasting 
noise to the adjacent residences both north and south.

Safety is a major issue. Here, as in other sections of Studio City, 
the entrance to the River for the public should only be at major 
intersections about every 1/2 mile, such as at Vineland Avenue, 
Tujunga Avenue and Colfax Avenue. For safety reasons, these 
public entrances should be able to be closed securely at night and 
opened again in the morning in an emergency.

-The confluence of the Tujunga Wash and the Los Angeles River 
is by the CBS property. The River flows through the CBS lot, as it 
has historically. For security reasons, CBS does not allow public 
access to the River on its property. They cooperate with the Studio 
City community in providing landscaping wherever possible, but
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there must be direct access to the River by County maintenance 
workers and vehicles using appropriate roadways. As a high 
profile entertainment industry, the CBS properly needs to be 
secure. It is guarded 24 hours a day. The public cannot and should 
not access the River here.

—We have an inadequate sewer system in Studio City. The sewer 
line is contorted beneath the River, requiring a Scrubber to try to 
minimize foul odors that back up within properties.

In times of heavy rains/runoff, the sewer system’s capacity is 
strained beyond expected levels, causing back-ups because of 
inadequate space for flow of sewerage, runoff and gases. With the 
continued overdevelopment of the San Fernando Valley beyond 
the original intent of the sewer system, its capacity is inadequate.

Also, in the rainy season, the Santa Monica Mountains area 
immediately south of the River has water streams running above 
and below ground. With ongoing overdevelopment, many of these 
streams will be even more redirected from their usual course, in all 
probability resulting in eventual instability of the earth.

—Two sample River sections have been worked on: south side of 
Radford Avenue to Laurel Canyon and south side of Laurel 
Canyon to Whitsett Avenue. The latter section to have 
decomposed granite replace asphalt for pathways -sink holes 
appeared during appeared during the 2005-2006 rainy season.

The Laurel Canyon to Whitsett Avenue section is adjacent to 
mostly single family homes on the north side. The residential 
neighborhood requires shelter from the commercial area by the 
buffer of natural, predominantly evergreen trees, shrubs, and 
plantings. Already there are safety issues here, concerning a 
homeless population and a club crowd that brings crime (sex, 
drugs, guns) into the adjacent residential neighborhood. The 
bikeway should be on the south side of the River. The residential 
neighborhood should be honored. Again, the homes and 
businesses are tight to the shores. A natural greenway sanctuary is 
appropriate as relief from the density and hardness of the city. 
Maximize the vegetative softscape, minimize the hardscape.
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Again, have this a natural green way refuge for people and 
animals—a natural habitat for the return of wildlife.

—I am the River Coordinator with the Save Studio City Golf and 
Tennis as Open Recreational Space Committee. Studio City Golf 
and Tennis property is the last unprotected open space adjacent to 
the River between the 405 and the 170 freeways. This should be a 
major staging site for entry to the River. This node has access to 
Whitsett Avenue and thus Ventura Boulevard, the canyons and the 
101 Freeway for not only access by the local community but also 
by the larger community.

These 16 acres should be a prototype of restored open space using 
cutting edge Best Practices for water infiltration and organic 
usages to encourage a future without chemical consequences. The 
City of Los Angeles is already under mandate from the Federal 
Government to clean up its water, especially to raise the quality of 
water in the runoff to the Los Angeles River as it continues to the 
Pacific Ocean. We need to coordinate various 
City /County/State/Federal agencies and Propositions to fund 
Studio City Golf and Tennis’ continuation as restored open space 
with supported wildlife and vegetation for us and future 
generations. Now is the time to preserve this significant 
opportunity node and enhance it.

-The RIO for Studio City should ebb and flow as do the many 
land uses in Studio City. We as stakeholders need to have input 
with the Planning Department Unit in the Master Plan Division.

I look forward to working with you on the Studio City section of 
the Master Plan and RIO.

Sincerely,

04/07/2009 15 01 FAX @ 005/012

Barbara Monahan Burke 
BMB:”ls”

CC: Michael Klausman



04/07/2009 15 01 FAX @006/012

faith CfaS- 01-/3^
oq-DZID

DATE: May 6, 2008 0 j ^O5*}O /

TO: Claire Bowin

FROM: Lisa & Allan Sarkin

SUBJECT: LA-RIO - Comments on Initial Study - CEQA, MND and LA-RIO

I am a board member of the Studio City Neighborhood Council (SCNC) and the Chair of the 
Land Use Committee The SCNC has opposed the RIO draft because of errors within the 
document pertaining to Studio City.

These are our comments apart from the SCNC. My husband and I live across from the river near 
the Colfax Bridge and the confluence of the LA River and the Tujunga Wash. In the past we 
have seen flooding and the Studio City area itself has, over the years, sustained much damage. 
We agree with the goal of the LA-RIO concept but disagree in the way it is being investigated.

Each community along the river must have separate MNDs and a full EIR must be conducted. 
Past flooding, especially in Studio City, where the entire length of the river is liquefaction soil, 
as our insurance company has informed us, even though the current MND does not recognize 
this fact. The point of the confluence, behind the CBS Studio Center, is the lowest point of the 
San Fernando Valley. The LA-RIO in some versions has suggested allowing a lake which in our 
opinion would create more problems than it would give pleasure. Studio Cily is a parking 

w impacted area and this site is right at the most impacted area of all. Each community must be
allowed to retain its particular uniqueness and consideration of the closeness to Ventura Blvd. 
must also be a consideration. Our properties are already encumbered by the RIO Ordinance, but 
our particular issues are not considered in the MND.

Although we agree with the goal of the LA-RIO to create a livable, walkable, sustainable 
community, we do not agree with the conclusion of the CEQA study that states that there will be 
not significant effect on the environment because of the mitigation measures described in Section 
V of the LA-RIO.

Sincerely yours,

Lisa & Allan Sarkin 
11603 Kelsey Street 
Studio City, CA 91604 
(818)980-1010
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From: hippolady@adelphia.net
Sent: Monday, May 05, 2008 10:47 PM
To: ritav@earthlink.net
Subject: Fwd: Fwd: River Revitalization master plan
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FYI
> From: Allison Thomas <al1isonthomas®mac.com>
> To: Lisa Sarkin <hippolady@roadrunner.com>,

"hippolady@adelphia.net> <hippolady@adelphia.net" <hippolady@adelphia.net>
> Subject; Fwd: River Revitalization master plan
> Date; Mon, 5 May 2008 17:40:50 -0700 
s
>
>
> Begin forwarded message:
>

> From; Carol Armstrong <Carol.Armstrong®lacity.org>
> Date: May S, 2008 5:37:13 PM PDT
> To: Allison Thomas <alliBonthomas®mac.com> '
> Cc: Jason Neville <jneville@cra.lacity.org>, Claire Bartels
> <cClaire.BartelB@lacity.org >, Claire Bowin <Claire.Bowin@lacity.org>,
> Deborah- ICahen <Deborah-Kahen@lacity.org >, Deborah Weintraub
> <Deborah.Weintraub@lacity.org>, Evan Roosevelt
> cEvan-Rooseveltalacity.org >, Lawrence Hsu <Lawrence.Hsu@lacity.org>,
> Lexi Richards <Lexi.Richards@lacity.org >, Ira Artz
> <Ira.Artz@tetratech.com>, Kathleen.Bullard@tetratech.com
> Subject; Re: River Revitalization master plan
>
> Hello Ms. Thomas,
> Thank you very much for attending the River Update Meeting and for
> sending your comment to me. Please note that many of the project
> locations in the Master Plan, such as No. 99 on p. 10-28, are only
> conceptual suggestions of where certain design typologies might be
> appropriate for implementation. The inclusion of this project, the
> "Beck Avenue Local Gateway," in the Master Plan does not mean that it
> has to be implemented in that location or that a "local gateway" would
> be the only option. For each of the projects, like this one,
> additional community outreach would be needed before a formal
> description and definite location could be finalized. And, please be
> assured that any project on private land would involve early, detailed
> dialogue with the owner of the property. Comments like yours are much
> appreciated because they provide us with local insight regarding the
> appropriateness of each project. I am hereby sharing your comments
> with our River team.
>

> Again, thank you for your interest and participation--please stay
> involved and keep the feedback coming'.
> _
> Very BeEt Regards, ,
> Carol
>

>

> Carol S. Armstrong, Ph.D.
> Project Manager
> Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan www.lariver.org
>
> River Project Office
> Bureau of Engineering
> Department of Public works
> CITY of LOS ANGELES
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mailto:hippolady@roadrunner.com
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> 1149 S. Broadway, Suite 600 
>. Mail .Stop: 93 9
> Lob Angeles, California 90015-2205 O 7-0570 

0f~-D5jD'Sl
>
> Office Telephone: (213) 465-5762
> FAX: (213) 847-0656
> E-Mail: Carol.ArmBtrongfiilacity.org
>

> "There are indeed competing notions of restoration.
> But the river is 51 miles long--and lined with as much possibility as
> concrete."
> Editorial, "Rebirth of the L.A. River," Los Angeles TimeB October 2,
> 2006

> >>> Allison Thomas <allisonthomas@mac.com> 5/2/2006 10:51 AM >>>
> Me. Armstrong,
> Thank you for your presentation at the community meeting this week.
> It's very exciting.
> In the Master Plan, it lists a public access point to the river, on
> public land, at the end of Beck Avenue (#99). As the homeowner of
> this property, X can tell you that what is exists is an easement so
? that the storm drain that goes under our property and out to the river
> can be repaired -- it is not public land and would not work as a
> public access point to the river.
> If you could forward my email to the appropriate official to correct
> the Master Plan, I would greatly appreciate it.

>

>
>

>

>

>

>
> thank you,
> Allison Thomas
> 4040 Beck Avenue
> Studio City, CA 91604

mailto:allisonthomas@mac.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

hippolady@adelphia. net 
Wednesday, May 07,2000 3:09 pm 
ritav@earthlink.net 
Fwd. comments on la rio study
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For Che file.
> From: Karen Camp <karen@habercamp.com>
> Subject: comments on la rio study
> Date: Wed, 7 May 2008 07:40:54 -0700
> To: Carol.Armstrong@lacity.org
>
> Ms. Armstrong,
> Hello I I am a board member of the Studio City Park Advistory Board.
> I am a resident of Studio City, an active community volunteer and I
> happen to live right along the LA River at the Tujunga Wash. Our yard
> runs contingent to it.
> 1 think the people who did the study didn’t look at our part of the
> river very closely. This part
> of the river/valley is the lowest point in the San Fernando Valley.
> We have terrible flood problems
> here. This part of the valley is called soil liquefaction or
> something, as my geologist told our family when we bought our home
> here, many years ago- The idea of a lake here aoundB really bad to
> us. There already are many "lakes" here every time it rains and it’s
> not good. This area needs more serious drainage, not water
> collection.
> Also, the parking around here is miserable. The CBS Studio is here
> and all these businesses that surround it....you don't want to add any
> more strain to this small small neighborhood. (The double small is
> NOT a typo!) Please do a more thorough investigation and you will see
> what I am trying to expresB.
> I have been to all the river meetings/preaentatione in this area
> and 1 love the vision. Please take note that the geology between Che
> Tujunga Wash and Colfax Avenue along the river is very different from
> the rest of the valley. Please also note thisis a tiny neighborhood
> that is stretched to the max with parking and traffic and could fail
> with the type of development the city Beems to be looking at.
>
> Thank you for your attention and for reading our family's letter,
> Karen Haber Camp Studio City Park Advisory Board Member active
> resident loving mom

mailto:ritav@earthlink.net
mailto:karen@habercamp.com
mailto:Carol.Armstrong@lacity.org


04/07/2009 15 02 FAX @010/012

From: DYMONDSCRA <dymondscra@aol.com> 
“ Subject: Letter Submission Re; RIO

Date: October 27, 2008 12:49:08 PM PDT 
To; deborah.kahen@lacity.org 
$ 1 Attachment, 29.0 KB
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Dear Ms. Kahen:

In reference to letter of support for the RIO, please find appended below a joint letter from the 
Studio City Residents Association and Save LA River-Studio City Open Space.

For your convenience I have also attached it.

Thank you

Alan Dymond 
President.
October 27,2008

Ms. Deborah Kahen and Ms. Claire Bowin
Department of City Planning
Los Angeles City Hall
200 Spring Street
Los Angeles, California

Re: LA-RIO

Dear Ms. Kahen and Ms. Bowin:

The Studio City Residents' Association and Save LA River-Studio City Open Space, two not-for profit 
California Corporations are collaborating with experienced, professional advocates of public, 
environmentally friendly spaces, landscape architects, and hydrologists to prepare a non-development, 
alternative proposal for the 16-acre A-l zoned open space parcel at the Northwest comer of Los Angeles 
River in Studio City.

The proposed strategic planning effort specifies the 100-acre neighborhood surrounding (west, north, and 
east) the 16-acre A-l zoned parcel provide watershed capacity for the project including, but not limited 
to, runoff water.

The 16-acre site itself would provide underground bioretention of the 100-acre runoff water as well as use 
bioswales and surface-designed stream channeling to cleanse water before it replenishes the local aquifer, 
aids in irrigation, and adds high-quality water to the L.A. River. The permeable tennis courts, golf 
driving range, putting green, and “natural” areas would all contribute to raising local water quality and 
increasing quality water supplies. (Chemicals would be discouraged.) This would help meet the State

mailto:dymondscra@aol.com
mailto:deborah.kahen@lacity.org
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and Federal mandates to raise water quality of stormwater runoff into the L A. River and Pacific Ocean 
and decrease dependence on water imported from both other California regions and other states.

Except for the concrete channel of the L.A. River in Studio City for flood prevention, our stakeholders 
desire as natural a Riparian Habitat as possible with walking trails, bikeways, native and Mediterranean 
trees (mostly large-canopied evergreens)/shrubs/plantings as a buffer from the ever-encroaching 
“concrete jungle,” a sanctuary for fish/birds/butterflies/bees and people with their pets.

This would be a Regional Gateway to the L.A. River, part of the “golden necklace” of multi-use trails 
from mountains to the sea. The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy supports our saving this “Crown 
Jewel” of Studio City—the last available significant open space along the River between the 405 and the 
170.

We appreciate the City coordinating the L.A. River Revitalization Master Plan and the LA-RIO with the 
Studio City stakeholders to assure that all “improvements”are complementary. Our privacy, 
safety/security, and continued maintenance on all projects are priorities. Open space is precious to us, as 
are our community scale, village characteristics, and quality of life.

The LA-RIO’s uses and activities are to lead to watershed improvements, promote sustainable habitats, 
and strengthen pedestrian, bicycle, and transit mobility along the River Greenway and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. One Principle establishes a positive interface between the Greenway adjacent property 
and the River Greenway. Our proposed alternative project does all this; in fact, it embraces all four of 
the Principles (p. 1-5).

' Please be aware that the 16-acre A-l zoned property would have to have a zone change for the owner to 
develop at the least a 200-unit residential complex within six, 45’-high buildings. This would be 
inappropriate for the A-l zoned land and our community.

The Studio City Residents’ Association, Save LA River-Studio City Open Space the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy, and local, County, State, and Federal representatives znd the local and regional 
communities are creating continued, expanding support and funding for our proposed alternative project.
We are working to make our vision come true not only for Studio City, but also for the larger Region as 
a whole.

Cordially,

04/07/2009 15 02 FAX @011/012

Alan Dymond 
President
Studio City Residents Association. 
President
Save LA River-Studio Cit Open Space.
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Connie Elliot
4061 Cartwright Ave.
Studio City, CA91604

hiffconnie@earthlink.net

Comment concerning page 6.47 (Opportunity area #7 Weddington Park).
Even though it is under one PAB, North Weddington Park and South Weddington Park 
are two separate parks. The area encompassing the small S. Weddington Park is soon to 
be next to a huge project planned by Thomas Properties Group for NBC/Universal on the 
MTA station property. The South park will probably be over run by park users from this 
development. North Weddington has had problems with homeless people. A bridge 
between the two over the river would mean that these small parks would have to share 
each other’s problems. They are part of the same PAB and attempt to solve all of the 
problems but don’t need for the problems to be easily spread. A bridge joining the parks 
would cause more problems than it would solve.

The section under “Opportunities” mentions “dense residential neighborhoods.” 
The single family dwellings immediately adjacent to the river are not dense.

The flooding of the area in the 1930's, which included the destruction of some of 
the area’s homes, makes it necessary to keep the cement basin in place in the river bed.

With the recent possibility of the river bike path diverted through Universal 
Studios property (according to them) instead of next to it along the river, the opportunity 
area might best be there. Please talk to NBC/Universal about their Vision Plan and how 
they see the River and bike path relative to their property.

mailto:hiffconnie@earthlink.net

