
                

January 11, 2012 

  

LA City Planning Commission                       Hearing date: Jan. 12, 2012 

200 N. Spring St.,, Room 350 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

  

Subject: Los Angeles River Improvement Overlay (RIO) CPC-2008-3125-CA 

ENV-2008-3103-CE 

  
We have had an opportunity to review the Staff Report, and the proposed ordinance 
that would establish the Los Angeles River Improvement Overlay District. The 
provisions of this ordinance would apply to all properties located generally within 
approximately 2500 feet of the Los Angeles River. It would establish the Los Angeles 
River Improvement Overlay (LA-RIO) and Los Angeles River Design Guidelines (River 
Guidelines), and implement the first River Improvement Overlay (RIO) Supplemental 
Use District and River Design Guidelines. The LA-RIO establishes the area in which 
projects will need to comply with basic RIO standards, and the River Guidelines 
establish guidelines that discretionary projects will need to comply with. 
  
The proposed ordinance defines a project as “the erection, construction, addition to, or 
exterior structural alteration of any building or structure located within the River 
Improvement District.” A Project includes construction work consisting of remodeling, 
interior rehabilitation work or repair work, alterations of, including structural repairs, 
or additions to, any existing building in which the aggregate value of the work, in any 
one 24-month period, exceeds more than fifty percent of the building’s replacement 
cost before the alterations or additions. 
  
This proposed ordinance will have severe negative impacts on business and residential 
properties located in Encino, as far south as Ventura Blvd. Please include our 
comments as part of the official record. 
  

Homeowners of Encino opposes the establishment of a Los Angeles River Improvement District 

and a Overlay Supplemental Use district through Encino. The RIO mandates onerous design 

regulations concerning landscaping, screening, river access, and exterior site lighting that will 

apply to all new or remodeled projects within an established RIOcorridor. This will impose 

severe economic burdens on all affected properties in Encino, and will be a further intrusion of 

the heavy hand of City government on Encino residents. The RIO will force specific 

requirements on economically burdened residents and businesses, such as providing native 

habitat requiring new landscaping with local species and providing unwanted facilities for 



pedestrians, skateboarders and bicyclists near residences, not to mention building design, setback 

and orientation requirements. 

  

Planners must understand that the LA River is not a river, and never has been. Since  the early 

days of the San Fernando Valley the “river” was simply a drainage channel for rain water run-

off. It is mistaken to believe that the water flowing down the LA 

   

River is pristine run off from high-mountain springs. The water that flow down the “river” is 

simply 60 million gallons per day of treated sewage effluent from the Tillman sewage plant. 

  

The LA River must remain a flood control channel, and not be burdened by new regulations, and 

recreational uses nearby (bicycling, skateboarding, etc.), The addition of recreational uses near 

the “river” will create noise, pedestrian intrusions, traffic and unwanted building and landscaping 

restrictions on property owners. 

  

We strongly oppose the conversion of the LA River from a concrete lined flood control channel 

to a riparian, recreational facility. The LA River is unlike the River Walk in San Antonio, Texas. 

During heavy rains, the LA “river” becomes a massive flowing flood control channel that is 

incompatible with any adjacent recreational usage. 

  

We oppose forcing property owners within 2500 feet of the LA River to abide by the proposed 

design standards regarding landscaping, screening and river access. The LA River must maintain 

its full flood control capacity to prevent disastrous floods similar to those that occurred in the 

1930s. 

  

The Planning Commission should not assume that the RIO project has been adequately vetted by 

the public because of the few hearings and workshops that were scarcely attended. Unless there 

is extensive community outreach, the imposition of the onerous new regulation will be met by 

massive public opposition. 

  

The LA Planning Department must engage in more extensive outreach to local residents, before 

any River Improvement Overlay or Supplemental Use District ordinances are considered. We 

urge you to seek approval by a two-thirds vote of the property owners living within the proposed 

overlay district, before imposing any new land use restrictions on properties within the inner or 

outer core. 

  

Cordially yours, 

 
Gerald A. Silver, President 

  

Cc: Councilmembers, NC’s 
 


