
PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT

MOTION

On May 22, 2006 the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 177558, which established the 
Coliseum District Specific Plan (CDSP), fora portion of the South Los Angeles Community Plan Area. 
The CDSP area includes the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.

The CDSP allowed for the renovation and enhancement of the Coliseum, and its impetus was 
geared towards attracting a National Football League (NFL) team to play at the facility. The original 
design required the demolition of approximately 50% of the historic seating bowl, 75% of the existing 
upper concourse and the existing elevator towers and escalators. It involved 1,092,350 square feet of 
construction, including the addition of 200 luxury suites.

On June 24, 2009, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 180768, which approved 
modifications to the CDSP that included eliminating any language referring to the NFL, a reduction in 
the signage plan from 385,000 square feet to 44,000 square feet, and a reduction in the CDSP boundaries 
from 160 acres to 85 acres.

In May 2008, the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum Commission entered into a long-term lease 
of the Coliseum with the University of Southern California (USC). The lease agreement, as amended in 
2013, provides for renovations to, and management of, the Coliseum by USC. USC has proposed to 
make approximately$270 million of renovations to the Coliseum. The renovation project will create 
approximately 3,000 construction jobs covered by a Project Labor Agreement and approximately 400 
long-term jobs,

The current renovation plan will retain much more of the historic fabric of the Coliseum than any 
prior renovation plan. It will involve only 220,280 square feet of construction, including the addition of 
only 44 luxury suites.

As the CDSP reflects the prior, more intensive renovation plan, it needs to be amended to reflect 
the current plan. The Los Angeles Rams football team has recently announced that it will move to a new 
stadium in the Los Angeles area. Until this new stadium is completed, the Rams are seeking to play the 
next three NFL seasons in the Coliseum. Elements of the proposed Coliseum renovation and 
enhancement project will help accommodate the Los Angeles Rams.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, in consultation with 
the City Attorney, to prepare an ordinance that would amend the Coliseum District Specific Plan 
(CDSP), Ordinance No. 180768, to reflect the current renovation plan that is part of the amended 2013 
lease agreement between the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum Commission and the University of 
Southern California, including but not limited to, Section 8C (Coliseum Design Regulations, Historic 
Fabric Retention), Map 2 (Coliseum Site Plan), Exhibit IB (Conceptual Sign Locations), and Exhibit 5 
(Peristyle View) of the CDSP



I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department to expedite all City 
review and approvals related to the improvements necessary to prepare the Coliseum to host the Los 
Angeles Rams for the next three seasons as part of its ‘Major Projects’ full cost recovery review process.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, in consultation with 
the City Attorney, to prepare the necessary Findings to comply with the requirement in Section 8 C of the 
Coliseum District Specific Plan, requiring compliance with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, to the satisfaction of the Cultural Heritage Commission or its designee, to ensure historic 
preservation review and protection to the exterior facade of the stadium.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department and the Department of 
Building and Safety to ensure that the current renovation plan complies with all requirements relating to 
the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and seismic upgrade requirements.
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