
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 

 

February 16, 2017 

 

 

 

Honorable Councilmember José Huizar 

Chair, Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

Los Angeles City Council 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

RE: CF 09-0905-S2 

 

Dear Councilmember Huizar and Honorable Committee Members: 

 

On October 18, 2016, the City Council unanimously approved recommendations to initiate and 

expedite approvals for a $270 million renovation of the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum at 

Exposition Park (“the Renovation”) (CF 09-0905-S2).   

 

The Renovation is yet another economic development opportunity that will add to the pipeline of 

jobs in South Los Angeles including, construction of The USC Village, the Banc of California 

Soccer Stadium, and The Reef mixed-use project.  The Renovation is expected to create more 

than 500 jobs, and once completed, the Coliseum is anticipated to generate 2,197 permanent 

jobs. 

 

The final approvals for the Renovation are several years in the making.  Dating back to July 29, 

2013, the Lease Agreement between the Coliseum Commission (a Joint Powers Authority) and 

the University of Southern California (“USC”) obligated USC to a series of capital 

improvements to the Coliseum, at USC’s sole cost.  The Lease Agreement further identified 

the Coliseum Commission as the Lead Agency with respect to any activity undertaken by 

USC and the proposed Renovation. 

 

On July 28, 2016, the Coliseum Commission approved the Renovation and EIR Certification.  

The Renovation meets and exceeds the requirements for capital improvements under Section 

11.1(a) and (b) of the Lease Agreement and would provide desperately needed enhancements to 

the Coliseum, including: 

 Restoring the peristyle to more closely resemble the stadium’s original design; 

 Replacing every seat in the stadium; 
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 Increasing the number of aisles; 

 Adding seat width and leg room in many sections; 

 Adding handrails throughout the stadium; 

 Construction of a new concourse, suites, loge boxes, club seating and a remodeled press 

box; 

 Improving audio and visual components/scoreboard on the east end of the stadium; and 

 Replacing mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems to meet current standards. 

 

USC worked closely with the Los Angeles Conservancy to alter of the project scope, which had 

been previously approved by the Coliseum Commission in 2006.  Thanks to these collaborative 

efforts, the Renovation will not change the outer wall of the Coliseum and maintain 90% of of the 

historic slope of the bowl.  In essence, the Renovation, as approved by the Coliseum 

Comission, will ensure the long-term viability of the Coliseum, enhance the fan experience, 

and allow the Coliseum to serve as a versatile facility for cultural and sporting events, while 

still maintaining its National Historic Landmark Status. 
 

USC has also agreed to a number of community benefits to be delivered via a Development 

Agreement (CF 09-0905-S3), which recognizes: 

 A Project Labor Agreement; 

 30% local hire; 

 $1 million in job training resources for residents living within 5 miles of the project site; 

and 

 $1.5 million for recreation and parks acquisition, capital improvements, and programming 

to the Council District 9 Public Benefits Trust Fund. 

 

Construction is anticipated to begin in early 2018 with planned completion by August 2019, 

consistent with the enumerated deadlines in the Lease Agreement.  To ensure that USC is able to 

meet its commitments pursuant to the Lease Agreement, and preserves its historic status, I am 

requesting Section 8, Subsection (C), Coliseum and Soccer Stadium Design Regulations be 

amended to read: “The Coliseum Renovation Project shall retain its National Historic 

Landmark Designation, to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning.” 
 

This amendment will ensure that the Coliseum Commission will continue to act as the Lead 

Agency for the Renovation, consistent with the 2013 Lease Agreement, and will further ensure 

that this City treasure will maintain it’s National Historic Landmark Status for many years to come. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

CURREN D. PRICE 

Councilmember, 9th District   


