
ANIMAL ISSUES MOVEMENT
42fJN. Bonnie Brae Street

Los Angeles, CA 9fJfJ26-4925
(213) 413-64281413-SPAY(PHIFAX)
e-mail: animalissu@aol.com

All that is necessaryforevil to prevailis for goodmen to donothing. Edmund Burke

Dear Councilman Smith:

~ Sil ()=- =2"""(') Q
=i n (;-rr.....-< N rnf(:,-:-,( .)

(') w ~~~=~~r
-0rn

0 :TJ ::z C,,:
m ~ -.)2 ..
::;( N

..,J

October 23, 2009

Councilman Greig Smith, Chair
All Members Public Safety Committee
Los Angeles City Council
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles CA 90012

RE: CF 09-2105 Administrative Citation Program

We urge the Public Safety Committee to approve the study of implementation of an administrative citation
program for the City of Los Angeles as soon as possible. This is a method by which many departments may
address Municipal Code violations in a non-criminal manner. It provides an opportunity for recovery of
enforcement costs, rather than assessing a fine payable to the courts.

I believe two (2) issues should be considered separately during the discussion of approval of the lAAS report:

1. The Administrative Citation Program has the potential to decrease the work of the City Attorney by
decriminalizing up to three (3) violations of a code section (any administrative citation may be changed
to a misdemeanor/felony charge if conditions warrant). Therefore, I believe it is advisable for the LA
Animal Services report to also be forwarded directly to City Attorney Carmen Trutanich, so that his top
administrative staff can provide an opinion as to how the appeal/review process should be set up
within the City and report back to the Public Safety Committee; i.e.:

(a) Should each department provide a hearing officer(s) to conduct informal hearings of its
citations; or

(b) Should the City Attorney recommend a process bywhichaU City citations are heard byone
.... . . organized hearing (dispute resolution) 'unit? _ _......._.._...... ...

2. The City Administrative Officer should determine IMMEDIA TEL Ywhether there is an existing Municipal
Code section which allows citywide implementation of an administrative/civil citation program for all
departments. If not, I believe this should be introduced and included in the LAMC now, anticipating the
probable development of this process by city departments. The City of Santa Ana Municipal Code
contains the following section to accomplish this:

(Example) Santa Ana Me Sec. 1-8. Violations--General penalty; continuing violations; adjudging
fines and imprisonment; alternative enforcement.

Unless otherwise specifically stated in this Code, it shall be unlawful and a misdemeanor for any
person to violate or fail to comply with any provision of this Code and where no specific penalty
is provided therefor in this Code, the violation of any provision of this Code shall be punished by
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment for a term not exceeding
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six (6) months or by both such fine and imprisonment. However, any such violation constituting
a misdemeanor under this Code may, at the discretion of the city attorney, be prosecuted as an
infraction. Each day any violation of any provision of this Code shall continue shall constitute a
separate offense.

As an alternative enforcement method, violations of this Code may be addressed through the use
of an administrative citation as setforth in sections 1·21.1 through 1·21.9. Use of sections 1·21.1
through 1·21.9 shall not prevent the use of other methods of enforcement or abatement as
provided by this Code. Such methods include but are not limIted to criminal and civil actions.
(Code 1952, § 1200; Ord. No. NS·1799, § 1, 10·14-85; Ord. No. NS·2423, § 2, 4-17-00; Ord.
No. NS·2674, § 2, 2-7-05)
Charter references: For authority, see § 420; similar punishment for violating charter, § 1501.
State law references: For authority to make and enforce local, police, sanitary and other
regulations not in contlict with general laws, see § 11, art. 11, Const

Because the potential for implementing the administrative citation system could impact and basically redesign
the City's method of addressing LAMC violations, it seems important that the foregoing steps be given
consideration early in the process to insure efficiency and effectiveness.

Thank you for considering these suggestions.


