
RESOLUTION 
INFOP" 'AT MAR 1 G ·201» 

ION TECH. & GOVT. AFFAIRS . 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in 
the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, despite calls for equality in benefits from a broad cross section of government leaders and the American 
public, there remain policies embedded in the Social Security Administration that result in harsh and consequential 
discrimination against America's same-sex couples; and 

WHEREAS, specifically, Social Security Benefits are denied to same-sex couples who fall into one of the following 
four basic categories: 

1. Under Social Security law, spousal retirement benefits policy allows a lower-income spouse to be eligible for 
either his/her own benefit, or an amount equal to one-half of their higher earning spouse's benefit. This benefit is 
not available for to a similarly situated spouse in a same sex partnership .. 

2. Under Social Security Disability Insurance law, if the spouse earning social security becomes disabled, he or she is 
eligible to receive disabled worker's benefits. His/her spouse, under current law, can also qualifY to receive 
benefits on his/her spouse's disabled worker's earnings record in the form of his/her own benefit or an amount 
equal to one-half of his/her higher earning spouse's benefit. This benefit is not available for same-sex couples, and 
the benefit as it pertains to children of same-sex couples is legally undefined to date. 

3. Under Social Security law, survivor benefits allow a widow or widower to be eligible to claim his/her own Social 
Security benefit, or an amount equal to the benefit to which his/her deceased spouse was eligible, whichever is 
greater. This benefit is not available for same-sex couples. 

4. Under Social Security, upon the death of a spouse the government provides a modest benefit of $255 for burial 
expenses. This benefit is not available for same-sex couples. 

WHEREAS, Social Security was created to protect all Americans from financial insecurity in their retirement years; 
and, 

WHEREAS, same-sex couples pay into the Social Security system like everyone else, but their families are not eligible 
for the same benefits; and, 

WHEREAS, this discrimination directly affects an untold number of Angelinos and millions nationwide; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this Resolution, 
the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2010-2011 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for legislation 
and/or administrative action, which would support any law/legislation/administrative change that results in the 
reduction or elimination of discriminatory policy embedded into Social Security as it pertains to same-sex couples. 

PRESmDBY (£1 z~ 
AULKORETZ, 

Councilmember, 5"' District 

C) 
:a 
c;) ru -:z 

SECONDED BY: _L_~~__j_::::J::f:.!!5.{:/___'_~""J..,t> 

Utf""""""" "':;: 


