
MOTION 
PUBLIC SAFET 

In September 2009 the City Council adopted an ordinance limiting the number of 
roosters on any one property within the City of Los Angeles in an attempt to balance the 
desires of individuals to keep roosters with the rights of their neighbors to live in peace 
and tranquility. 

Section 53.71 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) identified the 
Department of Animal Services as the entity within the City responsible for enforcement 
of the LAMC. From a practical standpoint, especially during these difficult budget times, 
it is prudent that the Los Angeles Municipal Code be amended to allow any authorized 
City department with enforcement power, such as the Los Angeles Police Department 
and the Department of Building and Safety, in addition to the Department of Animal 
Services, to enforce violations of the Municipal Code related to roosters. 

Section 53.71 also requires a notice to correct or a citation to be issued for the 
first three violations, and does not permit prosecution as a misdemeanor unless there is 
a repeated failure to comply or continuing violations of the ordinance. To more 
effectively utilize the enforcement power, the ordinance should provide the latitude to 
prosecute a first time violation of the ordinance as a misdemeanor in situations where it 
is warranted. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that Council request the City Attorney to prepare an 
ordinance to amend Section 53.71 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to allow any City 
department with enforcement power, such as the Los Angeles Police Department, 
Building and Safety, or any other department authorized to enforce City codes, to 
enforce violations of the Municipal Code related to roosters and provide the latitude to 
enforce the ordinance by means of an administrative citation, the issuance of an 
infraction, or prosecution as a misdemeanor. c::) 

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Department of Animal Services:tJ 
-·--·-------to-workwithany-other--departments-that--could-potentially--be-responsible-forenforcing.,.=- -

Section 53.71 o~ the Los ~ngeles Municipal Code regarding roosters to develo~!'"'~ 
protocols for shanng mformat1on among the affected departments. .:;;~::;: 
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