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Should City Subsidize Broccoli Ice Cream
Trucks And DeLorean Repair Shops?

Friday, May 28, 2010

By Walter Moore

Should the City of Los Angeles hand $20 million to politically
connected businessmen to buy and operate a fleet of ice cream
trucks that sell only broccoli ice cream?  After all, if it’s successful, it
will produce jobs and tax revenues.  Plus, it will help fight childhood
obesity, right?

You say that’s a dumb idea?  You say no one wants broccoli ice
cream, which is why the private sector isn’t funding this?  Okay, let
me pitch another subsidy for the public interest:

How about giving $20 million -- taken from hard-working taxpayers,
who must now pay $1,000 for a short right in an ambulance -- to
politically connected millionaires who want to open an auto repair
shop that works only on DeLoreans?  After all, this would create
high-skilled jobs, and give L.A. a unique appeal to people who own
DeLoreans.  They’ll probably flock here, and spend a bunch of
money on hotels, restaurants and rental cars while their cars are in
the shop.

You say that’s stupid, and there’s no market for it?  Okay, let me try
one last pitch:

How about giving the $20 million of your taxes to politically
connected real estate developers, to build a new shopping mall
during a recession, when retail and commercial vacancy rates are
already exceptionally high?

That’s a stupid idea, too, huh?  I mean, who builds a shopping
center when the existing shopping centers are ghost towns.  What
were once major anchor stores are now reduced to occasional
service as Halloween “super-stores.”

And yet, that is exactly what the City Council is poised to do today: 
hand over $20 million of your tax money to politically connected
developers to build a shopping center the private sector refuses to
fund.  (City Council File No. 10-0848.)
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In other words, City Hall wants you to “loan” $19,250,000 to
politically connected developers at CIM/PICO, LP, yet you’re also
supposed to believe there’s a massive budget crisis, for which the
only solution is to pawn the City’s parking structures, golf courses,
convention center and zoo.

You say you don’t buy that?  Me, neither.  Here’s how I see it: 
special interests, including the unions and developers, own the
career politicians of the Spring Street Gang.  Those special interests
are directing their politicians to take money and assets from you,
and redistribute it to them.

They get away with it because Los Angeles has too few real
journalists, and too many oblivious voters. 
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