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ITEM 9 B&F Cmte 6/28/10 
M. Espinoza 

STATEMENT of J.H. McQUISTON on 
BALLOT MEASURE for LIBRARY TAX 

Honorable Chairman and Members of the Committee: 

Without resorting to the ballot box, there Is ample funding available for enhancing Departmental budgets. 

As you know, I believe about $700 million could be realized, and quickly. About $100 million could be 
available almost immediately. 

:--Jonetheless, I doubt the Council would be prudent if it opted for a ballot measure to enhance Library funding. 

Please refer to the FY 2006-07 Library "Distribution of Cost of programs", and compare with FY 2010-11. You 
will see that FY20 I 0-11 contains an abnonnal "special" amount, which is unexplained thei-ein. If the City 
enforces the California Streets & Highways Code, assessing property owners correctly for various Street Services, 
funds would be released which could easily restore funding for many City Departments, including the Library. 

And, although the Budget Book omits the estimated assessed value of all property In the City, upon whlch 
the Charter-mandated minimum "contribution" (devoid of Library-generated amounts) by the City for 
operation of the Library (0.0175 pHcent per Section 531) is based, the amount of general-fund allocation 
Usted In the Library appropriation appears to be neglrg1ble. 

Thus it seems that a ballot success will not alleviate the City's budget deficit, because it will not release any 
funds of consequence for transfer to other Departments. 

I suggest instead recapturing the following Street-Services funding, which instead of various sources is obtainable 
from property owners as required by the California Streets & Highways Code: 

AF8601, 818603,818604, CA8605, CA8606, CA8607 
About 70 to 80 percent ofthe above could be recaptured using the above Code; however, some additional expense 
will be necessary in fund 8C 8602. 

80 percent amounts to $157 million. My prior suggestion was to recover $100 million of the budgeted amount. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. McQuiston 
c Interested parties 


