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Congratulations on becoming chair of the Audits and Govermnental Efficiency Committee. I am 
looking forward to working with you along with City departments to adopt my audit 
recommendations and to help streamline the way that the City provides its core services. 

Today the Committee is discussing ways to improve the City's collection of the Parking 
Occupancy Tax (CF 11-0595). As you know, I share your concerns about the collection of this 
tax and I have been working with the Office of Finance, City Attorney and the Los Angeles 
Police Commission since my time as a Councilmember to help improve this tax collection 
process. 

This morning, you discussed moving forward on the implementation of electronic revenue 
control equipment to monitor Parking Occupancy Tax scofflaws who do not report and remit 
their Parking Occupancy Tax. I fully support the use of this type of equipment and provided a 
similar recommendation while I served on the Council. In 2009, I introduced a motion (CF 09-
0177) that was approved by the Council for the Office of Finance and the Police Commission to 
work together to install parking revenue and control equipment at any parking facility found to 
be not paying or underpaying the Parking Occupancy Tax. This motion further states that this 
equipment would ease the process of auditing and monitoring compliance with this tax and 
would enable suspension of repeat offenders from operating as a parking lot until such 
equipment is installed. I encourage the Office of Finance and the Police Commission to continue 
developing a process to implement better ways to collect these taxes from our tax scofflaws. 

Beginning in 2006, my Office's Fraud, Waste and Abuse unit opened an investigation to begin 
the process of tracking the parking lots that were not complying with the City's laws of remitting 
the Parking Occupancy Tax. At the time, we found approximately 30 parking lots that were not 
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paying their taxes and lacked permits. Our cooperation and collaboration with the Office of 
Finance and the City Attorney has continued to help collect these outstanding funds. 

My Office has begun the process of auditing the collection of the Parking Occupancy Tax. We 
are examining the Office of Finance's controls over the process to determine whether the 
procedures are sufficient to ensure the accuracy of the taxes remitted and those not remitted. We 
are working in conjunction with the Office of Finance and the City Attorney to continue moving 
this audit forward. 

I look forward to an ongoing partnership between our two offices and to providing any assistance 
that will be helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

@£~ 
City Controller 


