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June 11, 2019 CF: 11-0644-S2

Honorable Eric Garcetti 
Mayor of Los Angeles 
City Hall, 3rd Floor
Attention: Heleen Ramirez, Legislative Coordinator

Honorable City Council 
do: Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 303

RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO ACCEPT A $75,000 GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS OUR TOWN PROGRAM TO SUPPORT PROMISE ZONE ARTS: 
SOUTH LOS ANGELES.

SUMMARY:

In April 2019, The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs was awarded a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts Our Town program, in partnership with the South Los Angeles 
Transit Empowerment Zone - the official Promise Zone nonprofit collective that includes 
representation from over 50 social justice organizations, educational institutions, and other nonprofits 
working in the area. CF 11-0644-S2 approved the initial submission of the grant application and use of 
matching funds.

In accordance with Administrative Code 14.6.B, DCA requests authority to accept these grant funds, 
and expend them in accordance with the recommendations below.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs respectfully requests that the City Council, 
subject to approval by the Mayor:

AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to accept 
$75,000 in grant funding awarded to the National Endowment for the Arts;

1.

AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to submit 
all the necessary paperwork relative to the grant, subject to City Attorney approval as to form 
and legality;

2.

AUTHORIZE the Department of Cultural Affairs to expend for the purposes of a 1:1 project 
match $75,000 from Fund 100/30, Account 009853, “Promise Zone Arts” as identified in the 
adopted FY19/20 City budget;

3.

AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to 
negotiate and execute the grant award and agreement on behalf of the City and submit the 
required reporting relative to the grant, subject to City Attorney approval as to form and 
legality;

4.

AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to 
prepare any Controller’s instructions needed to implement actions approved by the Council

5.
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and Mayor on matters presented in, or deriving from, the transmittal, and/or to make 
necessary technical adjustments, and further, request that the Controller implement these 
instructions.

BACKGROUND:

Our Town is the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) creative placemaking program. Through 
project-based funding, these grants support projects that integrate arts, culture, and design activities 
into efforts that strengthen communities through economic, physical, and/or social outcomes. Federal 
NEA funding has been awarded to support Promise Zone Arts: South LA. The Federally designated 
South Los Angeles Promise Zone includes the neighborhoods of Leimert Park, Vermont Square, 
Baldwin Hills/Crenshaw, and connected neighborhoods, located primarily within Los Angeles City 
Council Districts 8,9, and 10.

The initiative will integrate local artists, cultural practices, and community residents into social justice 
programs, and will take place July 2019 through May 2021. Community engagement and asset 
mapping will identify artists, sites, and cultural practices that define these historic communities to 
retain a sense of place and belonging during this time of rapid change and development in 
Los Angeles neighborhoods. Artist residencies within social service organizations will develop 
specialized programs that allow social and human services organizations to work with artists and 
cultural organizations to achieve mission-related outcomes. Data collected will be evaluated by the 
University Of Southern California Price School Of Public Policy to help assess and inform how DCA 
makes community investments, and recommend best-practice cross-sector solutions designed to 
advance equity and social cohesion, and showcase the transformative value of the arts.

The lead applicant and responsible agency is DCA. SLATE-Z is the primary nonprofit partner (a grant 
requirement), and will serve as a facilitator and bridge builder between DCA, LAUSD, and other 
organizations and businesses in the region. Community engagement and cultural asset mapping will 
be led by Community Coalition, an area nonprofit with 30 years of experience working to help 
transform the social and economic conditions in South LA. DCA’s Performing Arts Program will help 
facilitate pilot Artist Residencies within social service organizations, to be selected through an open- 
call public process facilitated by DCA’s Grants Division.

NEA Grant funding will support community-based solutions to systemic social issues. Artist residency 
projects will focus on youth employment and training, displacement, immigration, mental health, 
domestic violence, housing, transportation, and social equity. Ultimately, this project will create a 
methodology and sustainable system of support to better enable service organizations to work with 
local artists to advance overall Promise Zone goals, including support for neighborhood and individual 
economies, mitigating displacement, advancing educational attainment, public safety, and overall 
wellness.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no impact to the General Fund 100.

General Manager 
Department of Cultural Affairs


