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In 2013, the Los Angeles City Council adopted rules for the City’s Mural Ordinance. One of 
the goals of the Ordinance was to enable the legal registration and painting of murals in the City. A 
second goal was to clearly differentiate art murals from signs and prevent corporations from 
attempting to advertise products by masquerading as a mural.

Since the re-legalization of murals in 2013 the Mural Ordinance has achieved many of its 
stated aims and enabled the City to quickly identity and remove non-compliant “murals” consisting 
of commercial speech. However, the administrative process and costs of formally registering a mural 
with the City remain a barrier to mural production and many wonderful murals in the City remain 
unregistered and unpermitted, particularly in communities facing language barriers and income 
disparities.

In previous decades the City was even known as“the Mural Capital of the World.” To help 
murals thrive in Los Angeles and recognize the vital cultural self-expression murals represent, the 
City must work to find the simplest path forward to create legal murals, while retaining our strong 
protections against commercial advertising.

This can be accomplished by creating a new category of “By-Right Murals” exempt from 
existing fees and review process to be added to the existing mural permitting process as long as the 
mural meets a few simple and objective conditions.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney, with assistance from the Department of 
Cultural Affairs, prepare and present a revision to the Mural Ordinance establishing a “By-Right 
Mural” that would exempt the registration and fee requirements for new original art murals if the 
mural meets the following requirements: 1) the mural contains no text, script, numbers, or other 
forms of writing that advertise or relate to any business, service or product offered, or entity located 
on the same property as the mural or any property within 100 feet; 2) the mural does not contain any 
logos, brands, or similar commercial demarcations including, but not limited to, any item 
copyrighted, trademarked, registered, or otherwise maintained by the U.S. Copyright Office or the 
US Patent and Trademark Office; and 3) the mural is created using only paint or tiles and complies 
with the current mural requirements contained in section 22.119 (d) (2) through (9); and 4) that any 
“By-Right Mural” cited through code enforcement for non compliance under the standards, is offered 
an opportunity to register the mural as an Original Art Mural as an alternative to removal.
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