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January 2, 2012 
 
Los Angeles City Council  
200 N. Spring Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90012            Via email:   
  
  Re: Clean Hands Ordinance Council File No. 11-1072 

 
Dear President Wesson and Honorable Council Members:   
 
Our local homeowners association, Westwood South of Santa Monica Blvd. HOA would like to go on 
record in support of the adoption of a “clean hands” land-use ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.  
Members of our Board of Directors attended the August 3rd, 2011 meeting of the Audits and 
Governmental Efficiency Committee chaired by Councilmember Zine at the West Los Angeles Municipal 
Center where the “clean hands” initiative was discussed. We are grateful for the work of the Brentwood 
Residents Coalition who has played a strong role in researching and advocating for the adoption of such 
a measure in the City of Los Angeles modeled after the LA County ordinance and following the 
publication of the Court of Appeal’s decision in County of Los Angeles v. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian 
Christian School, 188 Cal.App.4th 851 (2010), on September 22, 2010, and which upheld Los Angeles 
County’s clean hands ordinance against a legal challenge based on the federal Religious Land Use and 
Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000 (“RLUIPA”).  
 
While the County’s clean hands ordinance is now 25-years old with many of its provisions defined in 
accompanying guidelines (rather than in the code itself), it has been an extremely effective tool applied to 
land use matters.  The City, in adopting a clean hands land-use ordinance of its own, has the opportunity 
to improve upon the County’s 25-year old ordinance by codifying policies that have been applied by the 
County to aid in the enforcement of a viable clean hands land-use policy. Specifically, we join with the 
Brentwood Residents Coalition, the Hillside Federation, Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council and 
other groups in our support and we recommend that the City Attorney draft the ordinance in a manner 
that (1) clarifies that the scope of the clean hands ordinance extends to any violation of planning or 
zoning requirements; (2) enumerates the factors that weigh “against” or “in favor of” a waiver of the clean 
hands requirement; and (3) clarifies that a clean hands violation can be “waived” only for the purpose of 
allowing the applicant a reasonable amount of time to bring the property into compliance with planning 
and zoning codes.   
 
Sadly, we are all aware of instances where land-use permits and approvals have been granted for 
properties that are out of compliance with the City’s code.  That practice must stop.  The “clean hands” 
ordinance will provide the framework for better practices City-wide.  We urge its adoption and timely 
implementation accompanied by the provision of staff training necessary to ensure that the Code of the 
City is implemented evenhandedly and consistently.   
 
We thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Barbara Broide 
President  
 
 


