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My name is Paul Dumont and I am a volunteer Housmg Advocate for The ~e :IVt 
Network. Last night over 6,000 people slept in our member homes in Southern 
California. These are people striving to turn their lives around who agreed to abstain 
from the use of drugs and alcohol. They are a protected disabled class under fair 
housing laws. It is estimated over 49,000 low income and disadvantaged people share 
housing in Los Angeles; a disproportionate number are racial and ethnic minorities also 
covered by fair housing protections. They need more options, not more restrictions. 

This effort started in 2008 with a motion to create land use laws targeting sober people. 
Since then, a steady stream of Federal Court decisions have repeatedly struck down 
municipal attempts to discriminate against our people. A year ago this week the gth 

Circuit issued a sweeping order against the City of Newport Beach and in favor of sober 
living homes declaring their ordinance violated the Fair Housing Act, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the California Fair Employment and Housing Act, and the Equal 
Protection Clause by having the practical effect of prohibiting new group homes for 
recovering alcoholics and drug users in residential zones. LA is headed the same way. 
Attorneys from the DOJ and Housing & Urban Development told me they stand ready to 
take action if you pass laws that impede fair housing choice. 

We are not without solutions to valid neighborhood concerns about problem properties. 
The remedy for nuisance & code violations is nuisance abatement & code enforcement. 
On January 30, 2013 Motion 31B was referred to the Ad Hoc but has never been heard. 

The Sober Living Network recognized the need for management support and oversight 
and was founded to improve sober living environments for the people we serve. One of 
our goals is to protect neighborhoods from poorly operated sober living homes. We 
have repeatedly offered our expertise to the Ad Hoc Committee but have been limited 
to one to two minutes of public comment. We are experts, and we are being ignored. 

Nobody wants a bad neighbor. But we are long past the time when a few of the elite 
can regulate entire classes of people out of communities through land use regulations. 
This is Los Angeles. We are the most diverse city on the planet. We will not pass a law 
that pushes the poor, disabled and minorities out of stable housing back into despair. 
We will find a way to deal with the few problem homes and help those that want help. 

The Sober Living Network and all members of the StopCCFO coalition stand ready to 
work with you to eliminate nuisance homes with effective enforcement of existing laws. 
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