
October 22, 2012 

 

The Honorable Herb J. Wesson, Jr. 

Council President 

Los Angeles City Council 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

RE: Proposed Interim Control Ordinance in Chinatown, Council File No. 12-0382 

 

Dear Honorable Councilmembers: 

 

I am writing to express my deep concern and strong disapproval of the proposed Interim Control 

Ordinance which would temporarily prohibit the establishment of new Formula Retail Uses which are 

20,000 square feet or larger in Chinatown. 

 

My family has deep roots in the Chinatown community since the 1930s.  I have lived, worked and 

volunteered all my life for the economic advancement of Chinatown, recognition of the community 

contributions by Chinese Americans, and preservation of Chinese-American legacy.  My family still owns 

property in Chinatown, and I have been actively engaged with and in the community for many, many 

years.  Among a few of the local Chinatown organizations in which I am an active member include the 

Chinese American Museum, the Chinese American Citizens Alliance, the Chinese Historical Society of 

Southern California, and the Chinatown Business Improvement District. 

 

I’ve discussed about the economic development of Chinatown with many friends who know the area 

well.  One thing we all agree on is that the Chinatown community overwhelmingly looks forward to 

becoming a vibrant entertainment and cultural hub for Southern California.  We welcome new, national 

retailers to our community so they can help attract more visitors to dine, shop, and play in Chinatown. 

 

It is unfair that an Interim Control Ordinance is being introduced only in Chinatown.  Why isn’t this being 

proposed for other ethnic enclaves which also have historic resources if the intention is to protect the 

unique character of the neighborhood?  The ICO unfairly singles out Chinatown to stop us from having 

the same opportunities like other communities who have nationally-recognized retailers such as a 

Trader Joe’s or mainstream restaurants (e.g., Roy’s Restaurant, CPK, etc.).  It would even prevent 99 

Ranch Market, a Chinese-owned supermarket chain, from ever returning to Chinatown. 

 

I also cannot comprehend the perceived urgent matters that would warrant such an ordinance.  From 

my experiences in Chinatown and in speaking with many colleagues, I do not foresee any potential 

ramifications should the City Council not adopt this proposed ICO. 

 

I respectfully ask that you disapprove the proposed ICO in Chinatown.  Chinatown needs and wants new 

establishments to help continue bringing vibrancy to the area. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Al Soo-Hoo 



 

CC: The Honorable Ed P. Reyes 

 The Honorable Paul Krekorian 

 The Honorable Dennis P. Zine 

The Honorable Tom Labonge 

The Honorable Paul Koretz 

The Honorable Tony Cardenas 

The Honorable Richard Alarcon 

The Honorable Bernard C. Parks 

The Honorable Jan Perry 

The Honorable Bill Rosendahl 

The Honorable Mitchell Englander 

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 

The Honorable Jose Huisar 

The Honorable Joe Buscaino 


