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November 2, 2017

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Attention: PLUM Committee

Dear Honorable Members:

MODIFIED STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BICYCLE PARKING CODE AMENDMENT - 
(CF 12-1297-S1)

On March 9, 2017, the City Planning Commission recommended that the City Council adopt the 
proposed Bicycle Parking Code Amendment (“proposed ordinance”). Since the Commission’s 
action, the Department of City Planning has continued to review comments from City departments 
as well as members of the public and to evaluate the ordinance in light of recent legislation. 
Accordingly, the Department recommends the following modifications to the proposed ordinance.

Senior and Eldercare Housing

The intent of the proposed ordinance was to reduce the bicycle parking ratios for senior and 
eldercare housing from the requirements of the existing Zoning Code. However, it was recently 
brought to the Department’s attention that the Zoning Code Manual and Commentary, maintained 
by Building and Safety, specifies that bicycle parking standards for the senior and eldercare 
facilities listed in the proposed ordinance are to be calculated based on the rate for institutions, 
which is less than what is proposed in the ordinance. Additionally, there are other types of senior 
and eldercare facilities not listed in the proposed ordinance that could also benefit from reduced 
bicycle parking requirements.

The Department recommends that the proposed ordinance be modified to clearly state that the 
institutional bicycle parking ratios of one long-term space per 5,000 square feet and one short
term space per 10,000 square feet are to be used for the following types of senior and eldercare 
housing: Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care Housing; Assisted Living Care Housing; Eldercare Facility; 
Senior Independent Housing; Skilled Nursing Care Housing; Home for the Aged, No Medical or 
Nursing Care; Home for the Aged, with Special Care, Philanthropic; Home for the Aged, with 
Special Care, Private; and Retirement Hotel.
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Definition of Bus Station

The proposed ordinance adds a definition for “Bus Station” because the Zoning Code allows 
additional replacement of automobile parking with bicycle parking within 1,500 feet of “a portal of 
a fixed rail station, bus station, or other similar transit facility.” Since the proposed ordinance was 
drafted, the Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Housing Incentive Program became effective. 
The Program references a definition for “Major Transit Stop” from the California Public Resources 
Code, which is “an existing rail transit station, a ferry terminal served by either a bus or rail transit 
service, or the intersection of two or more major bus routes with a service interval of 15 minutes 
or less during the morning and afternoon peak commute periods.” The TOC Guidelines, effective 
September 22, 2107, contain a step-by-step methodology for identifying a Major Transit Stop. In 
addition to the TOC Guidelines, the term Major Transit Stop is already in use as part of the 
California Environmental Quality Act to identify infill projects that qualify for streamlined review.

In order to provide greater consistency with the above-described City and State incentives for 
development near public transportation infrastructure, the Department recommends that the 
proposed ordinance be modified to a) eliminate the new definition of “Bus Station” and b) refer to 
the State’s definition of Major Transit Stop for the purpose of qualifying projects near transit for 
enhanced replacement of automobile parking with bicycle parking.

Should you have any questions regarding the Department’s modified recommendations, please 
contact the following members of my staff, Phyllis Nathanson, Senior City Planner (213) 978
1474; Niall Huffman, City Planning Associate (213) 978-3405.

Sincerely,

J
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning
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