
Cherrywood/Leimert Block Club 
c/o Anna Burns, Communications Secretary 
3775 Olmsted Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90018 

(323) 351-9164; avbb123@yahoo.com 

Michael Espinosa 
Legislative Assistant 

December 3, 2012 

Public Works Committee of the 
Los Angeles City Council 

Via email: Michaei.Espinosa@lacity.org 

Re: Cherrywood/Leimert Block Club Support for Motion in 
Council File no. 12-1500 
Tentative hearing date: December 5, 2012, 2:00PM, Rm 1060 

Dear Mr. Espinosa: 

The Cherrywood/Leimert Block Club (CLBC), which encompasses all of 
Leimert Park, fully supports the motion contained in Council File no. 12-
1500 to close and fence off the three pedestrian walkways south of the Santa 
Monica/1 o freeway near or at Crenshaw Blvd. The largest of these walkways 
in particular, (referred to herein as the "main walkway"), which is parallel to the 
Santa Monica/1 0 freeway off ramp eastbound at Crenshaw, is in dire need of 
closure and fencing to protect the community and its residents. 

The CLBC, which is now in its 25th year of existence, is bounded by Rodeo 
Road and West Vernon Avenue, on the north and south, and 2nd Avenue and 
Crenshaw Boulevard, on the east and west. It has over 100 dues-paying 
members, and average monthly attendance of over 50 people. As such, it is 
one of the oldest and largest block clubs in Los Angeles. 

CLBC support for the motion was obtained at our November meeting, held on 
the 17th, by unanimous vote of those present. 

Prior to our November meeting, on August 26, 2012, the CLBC wrote to 
President Wesson via email to request immediate abatement of the continuing, 
longstanding public nuisance at the main walkway, which serves as the 
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northern gateway to Leimert Park, Crenshaw Manor, West Adams, and other 
residential communities in the area. In the within letter of support for the 
motion, we set forth the conditions and concerns regarding the main walkway 
which we voiced in our August 26th letter, that establish the need for the relief 
called for in the motion, as follows: 

The walkway has become a permanent encampment inhabited by numerous 
homeless people, who, among other things, use the walkway as their restroom 
without bothering to seek any privacy. The walkway is full of filthy blankets and 
dilapidated furniture, and is covered with ever-present castoffs, and trash and 
debris. It reeks of urine, feces, rotting food and other biodegradable materia!, 
and is swarming with flies. The stench is noticeable from a distance. Further, 
above-described activity at the site is very unsettling to witness, which cannot 
be helped when exiting the freeway, or walking in the area. 

The people who inhabit the walkway seem to be mentally impaired. They 
panhandle aggressively, both on the side walk and in the middle of the freeway 
off ramp. Further, they block traffic, and harass passersby. Moreover, the 
walkway inhabitants drink in public, and are often noticeably inebriated or 
otherwise under the influence, even in the early morning hours. 

The situation at the walkway, which constitutes a public health hazard, has a 
negative impact, both socially and economically, on our neighborhood. It is 
demeaning and degrading to the community and its residents, as it presents a 
bleak and frightening impression of the area, and leads to feelings of second 
class citizenship in a location seemingly written off by local government. It also 
endangers the safety and well-being of residents and pedestrians in the area, 
as they may be subjected to illness or infection from the unsanitary conditions, 
accosted verbally or physically by those who inhabit the site, or accosted 
visually by witnessing the alarming and disturbing actions and conditions 
described above. 

Further, the site hurts business and commerce. By presenting such a grim 
picture of the area as seemingly unsafe, degraded and disorderly, it 
discourages existing and potential new customers from patronizing existing 
businesses in the surrounding location, and dampens any interest new 
businesses might have in opening shop in the neighborhood. 
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Finally, the walkway provides a very poor quality of life for those who inhabit 
the site, as they have no sanitary facilities, no privacy, and are subjected to 
constant danger from fast moving traffic on the off ramp. 

This situation would not be tolerated for one day in the west side. But sadly, as 
stated above, it has become a fixture in our area. 

Accordingly, the CLBC asks that the motion in CF 12·1500 be approved by the 
Public Works Committee, and that the motion be forwarded to the City Council 
for approval and enactment on an expedited basis. 

Please place this letter of support in the Council File . 

Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation in this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

CHERRYWOOD/LEIMERT BLOCK CLUB 

By: 

cc via email: 
Han. Herb Wesson, President Los Angeles City Council 
Hon Joe Buscaino, Chair PWC 
Han. Paul Krekorian, member PWC 
Han. Eric Garcetti, member PWC 


