
03 March 2013

MR. ED P. REYES,
Los Angeles City Council - Chair PLUM Committee reyes.@lacity.org

RE: TARGET RETAIL SHOPPING CENTER
5520 West Sunset Blvd. (@ Western Avenue)
Hollywood CA 90028

CASE: APPCCw2008~2703-SPE-CUB-SPP..sPR CD 13

Dear Councilman and PLUM Chair Reyes,

I have been a member of the 13th Council District's Design Review Committee for over 25 years. I Co-Chair
the HSDNC (Hollywood District Neighborhood Council) PLUM Committee and am a Partner in a local
Hollywood architecture firm since 1983. I am a resident of Hollywood since 1977.

Let me be clear - we welcome Target in the area. We just want a quallty project.
I write this letter to request your denial for Exemptions.

This project as it currently is designed is a blatant disregard of SNAP. Mr. Garcetti's Design Review
Committee, to say it politely, was less than supportive of the project in its current form. The HSDNC
took exception to the Project (which is well documented).

The HSDNC asked for underground parking, which has been refused with a determined inaccurate
response and a great deal of arrogance. Unfortunately Mr. Garcetti, unlike many, is more interested in the
immediacy of approval rather than leaving a good precedent setting project.

In terms of future development, the abandonment of SNAP - and the attendant requirements will set
a precedent - which will be a detriment to this community. If allowed, the project will be similar to the
scandalous Mid City Crossing Development -in terms of wrecking the scale and view corridors that
are an integral element to the "Sense of Place" to the residents of Hollywood. This section of Hollywood still
has a chance to be smartly developed. We want neighborhoods - where architecture is responsive to its
surroundings - and is a benefit to the residential community surrounding the site. Other projects are held to
this standard and Target shou Id be too. If Target had been more responsive to the community - it would
have been built and operating , without opposition.

It is my hope that your scholastic experience @ UCLA's Graduate School of Architecture and Urban
Planning and the expertise on issues of "Quality of Life and respect for the Environment" shared by your
colleagues on the City's PLUM Committee - will take precedence in your decision. As you know,
Hollywood is a "Destination". Please support our effort to enhance the existing by providing new built
environments that set a good example for the future.

Please support our request not to grant these exceptions and consider the long term consequences for
Hollywood.

.e,/

Sincerely, _~.::.._.-~-_... L· ;?-/.---2// -z,.. ~"- .... ~ . ..,,.-- f
Jackie Ruiz ./ I
Melrose Hill Resident
e-mail: alphadesignpartnership@yahoo.com

ce. Council Members ICity of LA PLUM Committee Members;
huizar.@lacity.org Englander.@lacity.org
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marcel.pooras@lacity.org
michae Jogrande@lacity.org
kevi n.keller@lacity.org

Steve Whittion - President HSDNC - chair@hsdnc.org
Juri Ripinski - Co-Chair HSDNC PLUM - jrgroup@aol.com
Ed Hunt - President Melrose Hill Neighborhood Association - edvhunt@earthlink,net



HOLLYWOOD HERITAGE, INC.
P.O. Box 2586

Hollywood, CA 90078
(323) 874-4005 e FAX (323) 465-5993
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March 11, 2013

Councilman Ed Reyes, 1st District
Los Angeles City Hall
200 N. Spring si,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Target Hollywood, 5500 Sunset Blvd. Council file 12-1604.

Honorable Councilman and Chair Reyes, and members of the Planning and Land Use
Management Committee,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Hollywood Heritage Inc., I am writing to you regarding
an issue of removal of a number of Date Palm trees which once bordered the William Fox Studio
on Sunset and Western Boulevards in Hollywood.

We believe the Palm trees, which were nearly a hundred years old, were removed without the
proper process befitting their age and significance.

These trees are within the former Community Redevelopment District. In contradiction to an
agreement with the eRA which would require that Hollywood Heritage be notified when historic
assets are involved, we were not informed of the planned removal of these trees. Neighbors in
the area have also informed us that there was no notice to them regarding this removal as well. A
30-day notice is standard, but was not provided to the community.

Although Palm trees are not regarded the same protection as certain types of native oaks, because
of their association with the film studio, they nonetheless have significance. It appears that the
builders of the new Target which occupies the former Fox property, were not aware of their
significance, nor were they aware that even if they were not considered historic, possibly on
outside advice of a consultant. However, CEQA requires that review is required when qualified
parties do not agree on the value of a potentially historic resource. Since no notification was



made, Hollywood Heritage was denied review of the removal and therefore we believe CEQA
was violated.

Since these trees were not in an area planned to our knowledge, for any additional construction,
bus lanes, or other sidewalk change, but were in an easement area, appearing to provide no
reason for their removal.

We would like to request that the date palms be replaced in an appropriate height, to replace the
historic resources which we believe were illegally and unreasonably removed.

Respectfully,

Richard Adkins,
Vice President,
Hollywood Heritage, Inc.


