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Opposition to Designation of 6435 La Tuna Canyon Road as Historic-Cultural Monument 
City Council Hearing Date: June 21, 2013 -Agenda Item No.2 

Dear President Wesson and Honorable City Council Members: 

This law office represents property owner Snowball West Investments, Inc. ("Snowball") with 
respect to its pending entitlements for 224 single family homes at 6433 La Tuna Canyon Road (the 
"Property"), otherwise known as the Verdugo Hills Golf Course. Without any notice to Snowball 
or its representatives, earlier this year the Seventh Council District ("CD7'') initiated a motion to 
designate the Property for inclusion in the City of Los Angeles' (the "City") list ofhistoric-cultural 
monuments (the "Motion"). 

At its Aprill8, 2013 meeting, the Cultural Heritage Commission ("the "CHC") followed City 
Planning stafrs recommendation and unanimously determined that the Property does not 
meet the criteria for historic-cultural monument designation. The CHC agreed that the Motion 
was nothing more than a back-door attempt by CD7 to prevent Snowball from developing its 
Property. 

On June 11, 2013, the City Council Planning and Land Use Management ("PLUM") Committee also 
decided not to recommend the Property for historic-cultural monument designation. We urge the 
City Council to follow the PLUM Committee recommendation and to uphold the CHC's 
decision that the Property not be declared an historic-cultural monument. 
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In accordance with the Motion, on March 22, 2013 CHC staff initiated an Historic-Cultural 

Monument Application (the "Application") pursuant to the Cultural Heritage Ordinance. On April 

4, 2013, the Commissioners attended a formal site visit at the Property. At its April 18, 2013 

meeting, the CHC voted unanimously to follow City Planning stafrs recommendation that the 

Property not be designated as an historic-cultural monument because it does not meet the 

City's criteria for historic significance. 

Pursuant to the Cultural Heritage Ordinance, historic-cultural monument designation is reserved for 

those resources that have a special aesthetic, architectural, or engineering interest or value of a 

historic nature. Here, although a portion of the Property was utilized for the Tuna Canyon Detention 

Station, all the buildings and physical improvements associated with that use were demolished in 

1960 for the construction of the Verdugo Hills Golf Course. Nothing remains on the Property that 

was associated with the prior use. The CHC found that there is clearly no remaining aesthetic, 

architectural, or engineering interest or value on the Property. 

The Commissioners expressed candidly on the record that the CHC was not to be used as a tool to 

prevent or delay development. They opin~d that the designation request was not legitimate; instead, 

the Commissioners believed that the historic designation process was in this instance being abused 

for the purpose of delaying or preventing Snowball's pending development. 

The Commissioners also expressed on the record their displeasure that CD7 had not once reached 

out to Snowball or its representatives regarding the Application. In fact, Snowball never received 

advance notice regarding the initiation of the process and, only by chance, learned about it in time 

to attend the initial PLUM Committee public hearing. To this day, and despite the CHC's express 

request that CD7 meet with Snowball, CD7 has refused to meet to discuss this historic designation 

issue. 

The City Council should be aware that the historic nature of the Property has already been fully 

reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"). (Pub Res. Code 

Sec. 21 084.1.) In fact, the Department of City Planning is in the process of undertaking a full 

environmental review in connection with Snowball's pending project (Case Nos. VTTMNo. 69976, 

CPC-2007-3082, and ENV-2007-3083-EIR) and, in 2007, circulated for public comment a Draft 

Environmental Impact Report ("EIR"). That Draft EIR includes a comprehensive cultural resources 

analysis and a specific review of the historic issues related to the Tuna Canyon Detention Station 

site. The Draft EIR's cultural resources analysis is based on a Cultural Resources Reconnaissance 

report prepared by SWCA Environmental Consultants, dated October 2005. The Draft EIR includes 

specific mitigation measures with respect to the historic significance of the Property and concludes 

that the impacts ofthe project on historical resources will be mitigated to a less than significant level. 
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The City is currently in the process of revising certain components of the EIR to be recirculated for 

additional public review. Once a Final EIR has been prepared, the City will schedule the project for 

public hearing. During the public hearing process there will be further opportunity to comment on 

the historic nature of the site in connection with project approval and certification of the Final EIR. 

Finally, pursuant to the PLUM Committee recommendation, a community working group has been 

established, under the direction of the Office ofHistoric Preservation, to work out the details of how 

to appropriately recognize the historical significance of the Property. The motion before you today 

is an attempt to bypass the PLUM recommendation and to circumvent this ongoing collaborative 

process. 

We respectfully request that the City Council support the PLUM Committee recommendation 
and uphold the CHC's determination that the Property not be declared an historic-cultural 
monument. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time with any questions or 

comments you may have. 

Sincerely, 

GAINES & STACEY LLP 

By 

cc: All City Council Members (Via E-mail) 
Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant (Via E-mail) 
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