
 
June 10, 2013 
 
Los Angeles City Council 
Room 395, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Mail Stop 160 
 
Attention:  Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant 
  Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
 
RE:   Council File No. 12-1625 
  Site of Former Tuna Canyon Detention Station  
 
Dear Honorable Councilmembers Ed Reyes (Chair), Mitchell Englander, and 
Jose Huizar: 
 
Asian and Pacific Islander Americans in Historic Preservation (APIAHiP) 
disagrees with the Cultural Heritage Commission’s finding that the site of the 
former Tuna Canyon Detention Facility “no longer retains integrity relating to 
these 1933-1946 historical association” because all the physical buildings and 
structures no longer remain We believe this determination is narrow in scope and 
further detailed study of the site is needed to confirm the integrity of the site. The 
National Park Services’ “Japanese Americans in World War II, A National Historic 
Landmarks Theme Study” recommends that the evaluation of key sites 
associated with Japanese American confinement during World War II “be 
considerate of their temporary nature and, at the war’s conclusion, the 
government’s drive to quickly close the centers and return the land to its original 
stewards or convey it to new owners”(80). Further, we argue that Tuna Canyon 
Detention Facility retains strong integrity of location and setting. While there are 
no extant buildings of this period, mature oaks present during the period of 
significance remain. In addition, further study of the site may yield archaeological 
deposits, ruins, or features associated with the Japanese American wartime 
experience.   
 
As the steering committee chair of a national network of preservationists 
dedicated to preserving historic and cultural sites significant to Asian and Pacific 
Islanders Americans (APIA), it is imperative to understand that the history of 
Japanese Americans (and other APIAs) has been wrought with discrimination 
and marginalization. For many APIA communities, physical buildings and 
structures that have played important roles in building community life have been 
rendered insignificant by local, state, and federal preservation agencies. As a 



 
result, many of these physical buildings and structures have been lost. 
Furthermore, it has been difficult for APIAs to save and preserve historically and 
culturally significant sites.  
 
We are committed to working with local, state, and federal agencies in 
developing a more inclusive and culturally appropriate approaches in historic 
preservation for Asian and Pacific Islander Americans and other marginalized 
communities. The National Park Service and Department of the Interior 
recognize the need to better tell the story of the AAPI experience in America and 
the contributions this vibrant community has made to our country and its culture 
with the recent launching of a theme study focused on Asian and Pacific 
Islanders Americans that will connect tangible places to so many intangible 
stories. The Service’s National Historic Landmark program will use the theme 
study to guide future nominations of National Historic Landmarks and National 
Register properties. The designation of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station can 
help broaden the scope of how we preserve and commemorate the important 
threads in the great American tapestry. We need to incorporate more inclusive 
ways to better tell the story of the AAPI experience in America and the 
contributions this vibrant community has made to our country and its culture. 
 
This is not just the story of Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, or the story of 
Asian and Pacific Islander Americans, however: it is the story of America. 
 
I strongly urge you to vote in favor of the historic Tuna Canyon Detention Station 
as a Historic-Cultural Monument as initiated by Council Motion (Alacrón – 
Garcetti).  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue of great importance.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michelle G. Magalong 
Chair, Steering Committee 
Asian and Pacific Islanders in Historic Preservation (APIAHiP)   


