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Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org> Fri, Jun 21, 2013 at 8:03 AM
To: Candy Rosales <candy.rosales@lacity.org>

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ellen Endo <ellenendo@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 21, 2013 at 7:56 AM
Subject: CF 12-1625 Tuna Canyon - City Historic Cultural Site Designation
To: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>

Honorable Joe Buscaino
Member, Los Angeles City Council
 
Re: CF12-1625

Dear Councilmember Buscaino,
 
Below is a brief description of the World War II mistreatment of persons of Italian descent prepared in
collaboration with Mariana Gatto, Executive Director of the Italian American Museum of Los Angeles.  We
sincerely hope that you find this information helpful in casting your vote in favor of designating Tuna
Canyon a City Historic Cultural Site. 
 
We do not wish to impede development of the area but merely to recognize its historical significance so
it can stand as an enduring reminder of why our democratic ideals are so important and must be
preserved.
 

WWII Treatment of Italian Immigrants by U.S.
 
In the early days of World War II, the civil rights of about 600,000 persons of Italian descent and about
half a million of German descent were violated with curfews, seizure of personal property, forced
relocation and arrests, when they were declared "enemy aliens." 
 
The World War II treatment of Italian immigrants had a profound impact on the local community.  It
devastated the fishing industry and led to the willful destruction of the community's history. For
instance, the Italian newspaper L' Italo Americano destroyed its entire prewar collection when its
publisher was questioned by the FBI, from what we understand. It led many Italian families to go
underground.
 
Italian American historians have suggested, it hastened the loss of the Italian language as many
immigrants distanced themselves from their ethnicity in order to avoid association with the enemy. The
effects of this are still felt today.
 
After the Japanese Americans received reparations from the U.S. government under the Civil Liberties
Act of 1988, the National Italian American Foundation began a campaign calling for legislation to create
a report on what happened to Italians in the U.S. during the war. In October 1999, Italian Americans
testified before the House Judiciary Committee on the Constitution, according to Susan Weidener,
writing for the Philadelphia Inquirer (Nov. 7, 1999).
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It is widely known that President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 led to the removal of
110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry. Lesser known is the fact that persons of other ethnicities and
nationalities, including 10,000 Italian Americans, were unjustly evicted from their homes under EO 9066
as well.
 
The mistreatment of Italian Americans has been documented with photographs, memorabilia and
memoirs in an exhibit titled Una Storia Segreta, or "A Secret History in Italian," put together by the
western chapter of the American Italian Historical Association several years ago as well as locally by the
Italian American Museum of Los Angeles in the exhibit Sunshine and Struggle.
 
Steve Fox, author of "The Unknown Internment," estimates that 3,278 Italians were detained or
interned by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.  Like the Japanese Americans who were
detained at Tuna Canyon and eventually transferred to Ft. Missoula, Montana, about 250 Italians were
sent to Ft. Missoula and interned there.
 
In his Aug. 23, 2010 Los Angeles Times article, Steve Chawkins reported that the California Legislature
passed a resolution (introduced by Sen. Joe Simitian of Palo Alto) expressing "deepest regret" for the
wartime indignities suffered by Italians and Italian Americans. 
 
According the Chawkins, even before war broke out, the FBI had compiled lists of immigrants who were
considered dangerous. As with the Japanese Americans, Italians targeted included journalists, language
teachers, fishermen, and men active in an Italian veterans group. 
 
Among the victims was Metropolitan Opera star Ezio Pinza, who was arrested in March 1942 by the FBI,
stripped of his belt and shoelaces, and interned in Ellis Island for nearly three months before being
released without being charged. Ironically, Pinza was later selected to sing the National Anthem at a
ceremony honoring war hero Gen. George Patton.
 
Guiseppe DiMaggio, father of baseball legend DiMaggio, lost his livelihood when he was prohibited from
taking his fishing boat to sea from San Francisco.
 
Gloria Ricci Lothrop, a professor emeritus of history at Cal State Northridge, said her future stepfather,
Giovanni Falasca, editor of the Italian-language La Parola newspaper in Los Angeles, was hustled off to
Fort Missoula in a train with darkened windows. Giovanni Falasca stayed there until war's end. 
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