
Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:18 PM

Fwd: CF No. 12-1625 Designation of Tuna Canyon Detention Station
1 rnessaue

---- Forwarded message ---
From: Bill Skiles <billskiles@ca.rr.com>
Date: Sun, Jun 16,2013 at 5:12 PM
Subject: CF No. 12-1625 Designation of Tuna Canyon Detention Station
To: council member.alarcon@lacity.org, sharon.gin@lacity .org, CityHall@empowerla.org
Cc: Landmhitt@cs.com

Dear Council Member:

As a long-time resident of Sunland Tujunga I write in support of the
inclusion of the Site of Tuna Canyon Detention Station on the City of Los
Angeles' list of Historic-Cultural monuments. 1 have been a resident of
Sunland-Tujunga since 1948 and am actively involved with the Little Landers
Historical Society. I also serve as Deputy Chair of Sunland Tujunga
Neighborhood Council's Land Use Committee.

I grew up in Sunland-Tujunga in the 1950's. Back then when my family drove
by the site of the camp my father was apt to point out to me where the Tuna
Canyon Detention Station had been and what had happened there.

The site 01 the Tuna Canyon Detention Station is easily recognized by the
natural configuration of the canyon's mouth even though the camp's buildings
are gone.

The site of the camp is not hidden away and unseen by the general public.
It is just off Tujunga Canyon Boulevard, a main access road to the 210
freeway on-ramp at Lowell. I have no idea how many thousands of people
drove by there every week back in the 1950s, but today the road carries many
more people than it did back then.

In the 1960s, when I was in college, I had the good fortune to study at the
Free University in West Berlin, Germany. I was able to compare my American
culture and \liewpoints to those 01 my German contemporaries, people who like
me had been born during World War II but who had been born not in America,
but under the Third Reich.

I gained some insights from this experience which I would like to share with
you. Like my German contemporaries, I had no connection to what had
happened during that period. However, I knew what the Nazis had done.
Everyone in America knew what the Third Reich did. I wondered how Germans,
my contemporaries, felt about being citizens of a country that had committed
such infamous acts as the Nazis had. I found that the Germans of my



generation, my friends there in Berlin, were not for the most part, very
well informed on the subject. But they were far more cynical politically
than we American college kids of 1965 were.

It is difficult recognizing shameful things one's nation has done in the
past but the Germans of my generation did learn the facts, and they set
about doing something about it. Today, if you go to Berlin you will find
memorials both large and small all over the city, markers embedded in the
sidewalk before every address where the victims of the Nazi regime had lived
before being taken off to camp. This is a commitment they are making to the
future; that what had once happened in Berlin will never happen again.

Berlin is uniquely connected to Los Angeles. The two cities entered into a
sister city relationship in 1967, mutually committing themselves to the
advancement of the two cities' relationship culturally, intellectually,
commercially and socially. The point is that this matter can be viewed
through the eyes of a Berliner as easily as it can an Angelino.

Many Japanese Americans were incarcerated at the Tuna Canyon Detention
Station through no fault of their own. What happened to them there should
be remembered. Please consider the moral obligation Los Angeles has to
remember them and what happened at this site.

You are now on the verge of deciding whether or not the Tuna Canyon
Detention Station should be included on the City's list of historic-cultural
monuments. I urge you to include this important site on the City's list of
historic-cultural monuments. If the Berliners can remember their past, then
so can we.

Yours Truly,

William D. Skiles
Sunland Resident



Fwd: Council File #12-1625

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity .org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:20 PM

---------- Forwarded message -----
From: <editor@thefoothillspaper.com>
Date: Mon, Jun 17, 2013 at 9:16 AM
Subject: Council File #12-1625
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org, cOllOcilmember alarcon@lacity org, CityHaU@empowerla.org

HTTP://FACEBOOK.COM/THEFOOTHILLSPAPER

I want to go on record as being against the declaration of the Verdugo Hills Golf Course (VHGC) becoming
a Historical Landmark. I do agree that a 'Historical Plaque" should be placed to remind citizens that this
area once, was used to unlawfully detain American citizens.

I don't see how one small group 01 people could create a situation wherein a developer will lose millions of
dollars and the City will lose tax revenue from their project. There is NOTHING at or within the VHGC,
that depicts the internment camp.

Thank you,

David 'Doc'1 DeMulle'
Editor

The Foothills Paper- The Paper with an attitude!

Follow us on Facebook.

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@Jacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:24 PM

------ Forwarded message -----
From: Sharon Weisman <sharon@jetcafe.org>
Date: Mon, Jun 17, 2013 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Council File #12-1625
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org, councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org, CityHall@empowerla.org



Ms. Gin,

Please see the attached letter in support of naming the Tuna Canyon Detention Station a city Historic-Cultural
landmark from the Crescenta Valley Community Association. We hope the City Council will share oursiew of
the importance of this WWII site.

Sharon Weisman
on behalf of the Crescenta Valley Community Association Steering Committee

iiJ CVCA Letter to Sharon Gin, LA City Council re historical status for VHGC.doc
158K



June 17,2013

Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant,

The Crescenta Valley Community Association is a cross-jurisdictional, volunteer organization that represents
the valley with one voice in matters of preserving our historical structures, monitoring and encouraging
thoughtful growth design, and promoting open space to maintain and enhance the suburban quality of life in
the Crescenta Valley. CVCA was formed in July 2007.

We are writing to you in support of the naming the former Tuna Camp Detention Center a historical resource
due to its use as a detention camp during World War II. We feel it is important to remind future generations
of local historic events. Despite the Planning and Land Use Committee's failure to recommend naming the
property a Historic-Cultural landmark, we hope the City Council will share our view of the importance of this
WWII site.

Although there are no buildings left from when Americans and resident aliens of Japanese, Italian, and
German heritage were housed on the property it is still important to honor this time in our history. A
monument or even small museum in a public location is a fitting way to mark this episode in our valley'S past.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

Sharon Weisman
on behalf of the Crescenta Valley Community Association Steering Committee



LosAngeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA90012
Mail Stop 160

June 17, 2013

Attention: Council Member Richard Alarcon
Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

Re: Tuna Canyon Detention Site

Dear LosAngeles City Council Members,

I urge you to grant historic-cultural monument status to the former Tuna Canyon Detention Site. In
1942, my parents, American citizens, were forced to leave their homes and were incarcerated at
Poston, Arizona for three years. Their only crime was being of Japanese descent. They struggled
mightily after the war to reestablish their lives and raise a family.

As a third generation Japanese American, in addition to teaching in the LAUSDfor 32 years, I have
spent the past three decades as an active member of the Nikkei for Civil Rights & Redress (NCRR),a
non-profit, all-volunteer civil rights group. In 1981 we joined in the community's campaign seeking
reparations for our parents, relatives and friends for their unwarranted and unconstitutional
incarceration during World War II based only on their race.

Although 1942 military intelligence reports assessed that there was "no Japanese problem" on the
west coast, the wartime government used "military necessity" as the rationale for sites like Tuna
Canyon and Poston, and the mass incarceration of innocent people. Ultimately, there were no
convictions of Japanese Americans for spying or espionage. After years of community petitioning
and lobbying, then- President Ronald Reagan signed the CivilLiberties Act of 1988 authorizing a
governmental apology and token reparations to the surviving 82,000 former internees and others
affected by the incarceration.

Akey factor in achieving this historic legislation and restitution was the finding of the
government's investigative commission, the Commission on the Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians (CWRIC).In 1983 their official report stated that the cause of the forced
evacuation and incarceration of almost 120,000 Japanese Americans was "race prejudice, wartime
hysteria, and the failure of political leadership."

The untold human suffering caused by our government's actions should never be repeated, nor
forgotten. The lessons hold tremendous relevance for our society today. I askthat Tuna Canyon
Detention Site be given official designation and that you exert your leadership in this matter of
history and conscience. Your affirmative action will educate for many decades to come, and
resonate with all justice minded people.

Sincerely,
/s/
Kay Ochi
Past resident of Echo Park (1986-2012)
Current resident of Chula Vista, California (213) 595-7507



Fwd: I Support Council File #12~1625

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstronqeplaclty.orq>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:43 PM

--------- Forwarded message ------
From: Patty Zimmerman <paz_98@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 7:06 AM
Subject: I Support Council File #12-1625
To: "sharon. gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity,org>
Cc: "councilmember .alarcon@lacity .orq'' <council member. alarcon@lacity.erg>, "CityHall@EmpowerLA.org"
<CityHall@empowerla.erg>

Dear Ms. Gin,

For too long Tuna Canyon Detention Station has been a hidden away, essentially locked out
of our history. Once it was demolished, nothing remained to remind people of what
happened there during World War II. As we've seen countless times before, we are
doomed to repeat our past actions unlesswe understand them.

Little Landers Historical Society in Tujunga and the Historical Society of the Crescenta
Valley support Los Angeles City support Councilmember Richard Alarcon's motion to have
the Tuna Canyon Detention Station added to the city's list of Historic-Cultural Monuments.
My family and I couldn't agree morel

We hope other historical organizations and individuals will join us in calling for proper
recognition of Tuna Canyon Detention Station, a designation which is long overdue.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Best regards,
Patty Saienni
City of LA resident



Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:17 PM

--- Forwarded message -----
From: Manzanar Committee Public Relations <public-relations@manzanarcommittee.org>
Date: Sat, Jun 15, 2013 at 9:51 PM
Subject: Manzanar Committee Calls On Los Angeles City Council To Designate Site of Tuna Canyon Detention
Station As A Historic Cultural Monument
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org, CityHall@empoweria org

June 8,2013

Contact: Gann Matsuda
E-mail: public-relations@manzanarcommiUee.org
Voice: (310) 384-2359

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Manzanar Committee Calls On Los Angeles City Council To Designate Site of Tuna Canyon Detention Station As
A Historic Cultural Monument

LOS ANGELES - On June 8, the Manzanar Committee announced their support of efforts by the Historic Tuna
Canyon Detention Station Coalition, and Los Angeles City Council member Richard Alarcon, to designate the
site of the former Tuna Canyon Detention Station as a Historic Cultural Monument.

Tuna Canyon, located in Tujunga (Northeast San Fernando Valley), originally a Civilian Conservation Corps camp,
became a high security prison within days after Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 1,490 Issei
(first generation Japanese Americans; immigrants from Japan who had been prevented from becoming United
States citizens by racist laws) were unjustly incarcerated at Tuna Canyon prior to being moved to one of the
permanent confinement sites operated by the War Relocation Authority 0NRA) or the Department of
Justicellmmigration and Naturalization Sersice (INS) during World War II.

Over 110,00 persons of Japanese ancestry, more than two-thirds native-born American citizens, were unjustly
incarcerated in ten American concentration camps, along with other confinement sites, during World War 11.More
than 2,500 people, primarily Japanese Americans, but also Germans, Italians and Japanese Perueians, were
incarcerated behind the barbed wire fences and armed watch towers at Tuna Canyon, before being moved to
other confinement sites.

The site of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station must be designated as a Historic Cultural Monument by the City
of Los Angeles in order to ensure that a portion 01 the land will be set aside to commemorate the site, and to
interpret its history for educational purposes.

Indeed, like the ten American concentration camps operated by the WRA, Tuna Canyon had the same barbed
wire and watch towers armed with machine guns.



"Tuna Canyon Detention Station should not become another lost opportunity where a \lital part of American
History is paved over and forgotten," noted Manzanar Committee Co-Chair Bruce Embrey. "While our country,
and the Japanese American community, have made strides in commemorating and preservnq much of our
history, especially the ten WRA sites, the entire story of the forced removal and incarceration of our community
remains to be told."

"This is particularly true of the Department of JusticellNS detention camps and prisons, like Tuna Canyon,"
added Embrey. "Many of the WRA sites were constructed, \lery consciously, in remote, desolate areas, including
Manzanar. Tuna Canyon, where many Japanese American community leaders and prominent businessmen were
incarcerated, is here in Los Angeles, not more than a stones throw from where many Japanese Americans live
today. It provides a unique opportunity to preserve an important part of our local heritage."

"With the buildings and fences gone, it is easy to forget what happened. Regardless, or maybe even in spite of,
the physical structures being gone, it is imperative that a marker or plaque, along with other commemorative
improvements, noting what once took place there, be installed."

Embrey noted that the Manzanar concentration camp was also built on land once owned by the City of Los
Angeles.

"Many are unaware that the site of the Manzanar concentration camp was leased to the United States
Govemment during World War 11by the City of Los Angeles, which owned the land the camp was built on," said
Embrey. "The City owns huge swaths of land in the Owens Valley and the Eastern Sierra to protect its primary
water source, the Owens River, its tributaries, and wells throughout the region."

"When the legislation to create the Manzanar National Historic Site was introduced in Congress by
Representative Mel Levine, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (DWP) vehemently opposed it,
claiming that it would somehow threaten their water rights in the area," Embrey added. "It took intervention by
then-Mayor Tom Bradley and the Los Angeles City Council to overcome DWP's stiff opposition."

Embrey also pointed to the Santa Anita race track in Arcadia, California, which was one of the Assembly Centers
where Japanese Americans were temporarily incarcerated before being shipped off the to the permanent camps
during World War II, as an example that the City of Los Angeles and the landowner/developer at Tuna Canyon
should look at as a model.

* * *

"Santa Anita has done an excellent job of retelling what took place there during World War II without any physical
alteration to the race track," Embrey noted. "It would be a travesty of justice if the Los Angeles City Council fails
to recognize the importance of this site, not just to Japanese Americans, but to the history and the people of the
City of Los Angeles, and the surrounding metropolitan area, not to mention California and our nation."

"We join with the Japanese American Citizens League, Nikkei For Civil Rights and Redress, and the Historic
Tuna Canyon Detention Station Coalition, in urging the Los Angeles City Council to recognize the injustices done
at the site of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station by deSignating it as a Historic Cultural Monument, just like they
did for Manzanar, located more than 200 miles outside the City limits, in September 1976," said Embrey. "Only
in this manner can we ensure that what happened at Tuna Canyon will never be forgotten, and remind us all that
it must never happen to anyone ever again."

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the incarceration and
violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II and to the continuing struggle of all
peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A non-profit organization that has sponsored the annual
Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along with other educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also
played a key role in the establishment and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For
more information, send e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their blog at
http://blog .manzanarcom mittee. org.



Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:17 PM
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~ Tuna Canyon Statement 6-8-13.pdf
262K

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Larry Brown <lbwood1@aol,com>
Date: Sun, Jun 16, 2013 at 9:09 AM
Subject: Tuna Canyon Detention Station
To: "councilmeniber.alarcon@lacity .org" <councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org>
Cc: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>, "CityHall@EmpowerLA.org" <CityHall@empowerla.org>

I am writing to voice my opinion regarding the Tuna Canyon Detention Station. IIi\Je only a few blocks from the
site and I feel strongly that Historic Cultural Monument Status is the only way to guarantee the Tuna Canyon
Detention Station will be properly acknowledged. We need to preserve its history as an important site in our
community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Joanne and Larry Brown

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18,2013 at 12:18 PM

Sent from my iPad

----- Forwarded message ---
From: Patty kirby <pattykirbyO@gmail,com>
Date: Sun, Jun 16, 2013 at 10:39 AM
Subject: Tuna Canyon
To: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org> Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:18 PM

Please support this campaign to have the Tuna Canyon Detention Station desiqnated as a City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural monument.

Patty Kirby
4434 Carpenter A\Je. Studio city, ca
818.209.8333



To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

---- Forwarded message -----
From: Grant Frederick <grantfrederick@mac.com>
Date: Sun, Jun 16, 2013 at 10:50 AM
Subject: Tuna canyon
To: "sharon.gin@lactty.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>

Its importance you place on official City historical recognition for Tuna Canyon Detention Station, preservinq its
history

Sent from my iPhone, Grant

_._._.._.__._----_ ..._...._--_. ~~~~=====~~~~~~~~

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:31 PM

---- Forwarded message ------
From: esther luna <esther.luna@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, Jun 17, 2013 at 10:06 PM
Subject: Tunay Canyon Detention Station
To: "councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org" <councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org>
Cc: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>, "CityHall@EmpowerLA.org" <CityHall@empowerla.org>

Dear Council Member Alarcon,

Please vote this Friday to declare the Tuna Canyon Detention Station a Cultural Historic. Monument. This vote is
about showing respect to Japanese-Americans. We cannot change history but we have a responsibility to
acknowledge it, especially for the younger and future generations! We must not conveniently forget this shameful
episode in our nation's and City's history but learn from it so that history does not repeat itself.

Sincerely,

Esther Luna
2337 Yorkshire Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90065

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18,2013 at 12:31 PM

------ Forwarded message ----
From: anthony cahill <ahumanengineer@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, Jun 17, 2013 at 10:32 PM
Subject:
To: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>



Iwanted to voice my support for the Tuna Canyon Detention Station as a cultural historic
monument. So often these days we see locations with historical significance destroyed without
any concern of the history involved with such locations. Wounded Knee is the latest in our
country where a single individual is holding an entire culture ransom because he "owns" the title
to the land on which a massacre took place. While Tuna Canyon may not have the notoriety of a
Wounded Kneel it's decimation carries just as much meaning and significance to those interred
here. To those that would just easily forget, let them understand that sanctimony of such a
place. Please vote this Friday to not let this happen. Sincerely,

Dr. Anthony S. Cahill
1527 Randall Ct.
Los Angeles, CA 90065

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:43 PM

---- Forwarded message ---
From: Dee Dee Smith <deedee51@earthlink.net>
Date: Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:28 PM
Subject: HISTORIC-CULTURAL STATUS FOR TUNA CANYON STATION
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org
Cc: councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org, councilmember. reyes@lacity .org, council member .hUizar@lacity.org,
councilmember .englander@lacity .orq, councilmember.zine@lacity.org, council member .parks@lacity.org,
councilmember. perry@lacity.org, council member.koretz@lacity.org, council member.biscaino@lacity.org,
councilmember. KRErkorian@lacity.org, councilmember.labonge@lacity .org, councilmember.garcetti@lacity .org,
counci Imember.wesson@lacity. org, councilmember. rosendahl@lacity.org

Dear Interested Parties:

I am writing to urge your support in designating the La Tuna Canyon Detention Station (Verdugo Hills golf course
site) with Historic-Cultural Monument status. This site is an important site historically from the native Tonqva
tribes era up until the present day. The history of the site encompasses when the local Tonqva tribes camped on
the site, the later site of the CCC camp that constructed so many of the fire roads that are still invaluable in fire
protection to the area and the cornersion of the site to a WWII detention center.

Preciously the site was the location of the Ci\lilian Conservation Corps that should also be remembered for
employing so many during the difficult days of the Depression. The workers constructed many structures that we

While it is true that none of the original structures dating from that era remain at the site, this does not negate
the importance historically. Too many of the local historic sites have already been lost to development and this
beautiful site should preserved as a reminder to never forget the events of our post-Pearl Harbor history. There
were many local Japanese-American farms and greenhouse in the area, especially near Lakeview Terrace and
their properties were confiscated and they were interned as a result of the Pearl Harbor attacks. In our own post
9/11 era we should never forget these lessons.



Rose Marie Smith

still rely upon today and are still in use such as our fire roads, debris basins and check dams. This work should
not go unrecognized and this site should be preserved to show future generations the respect which we feel for
their work and the sacrifices of those later during WWII.

I urge you to have the vision and wisdom, as did our forbears in setting aside State and National parks for future
generations, to save and preserve one of the last unspoiled areas lett in the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your consideration,

10942 Cardamine PI.

Tujunga, CA 91042

818-353-8824



1566 Curran street- Los Angeles, California· 90026-2036· (323) 662-5102
E-Mail: info@manzanarcommittee.org· Web: http://www.manzanarcommittee.org

Blog: http://blog.m('lnzanarcommittee.org
I] http://www.facebook.com/ManzanarCommitteet: @manzanarcomm

Manzanar Committee

June 8,2013 Contact Gann Matsuda
E-Mail: public-relations@manzanarcommittee.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Manzanar Committee Calls On Los Angeles City Council To Designate Site of
Tuna Canyon Detention Station As A Historic Cultural Monument

LOS ANGELES - On June 8, the Manzanar Committee announced their support of efforts by
the Historic Tuna Canyon Detention Station Coalition, and Los Angeles City Council member
Richard Alarcon, to designate the site of the former Tuna Canyon Detention Station as a Historic
Cultural Monument.

Tuna Canyon, located in Tujunga (Northeast San Fernando Valley), originally a Civilian
Conservation Corps camp, became a high security prison within days after Japan bombed Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941. 1,490 Issei (first generati on Japanese Americans; immigrants
from Japan who had been prevented from becoming United States citizens by racist laws) were
unjustly incarcerated at Tuna Canyon prior to being moved to one of the permanent confinement
sites operated by the War Relocation Authority (WRA) or the Department of Justice/Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) during World War II.

Over 110,00 persons of Japanese ancestry, more than two-thirds native-born American citizens,
were unjustly incarcerated in ten American concentration camps, along with other confinement
sites, during World War II. More than 2,500 people, primarily Japanese Americans, but also
Germans, Italians and Japanese Peruvians, were incarcerated behind the barbed wire fences and
armed watch towers at Tuna Canyon, before being moved to other confinement sites.

Indeed, like the ten American concentration camps operated by the WRA, Tuna Canyon had the
same barbed wire and watch towers armed with machine guns.

The site of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station must be designated as a Historic Cultural
Monument by the City of Los Angeles in order to ensure that a portion of the land will be set
aside to commemorate the site, and to interpret its history for educational purposes.

-more-



2-2-2

"Tuna Canyon Detention Station should not become another lost opportunity where a vital
part of American History is paved over and forgotten," noted Manzanar Committee Co-Chair
Bruce Embrey. "While our country, and the Japanese American community, have made strides-
in commemorating and preserving much of our history, especially the ten WRA sites, the entire
story of the forced removal and incarceration of our community remains to be told."

"This is particularly true of the Department of Justice/INS detention camps and prisons, like
Tuna Canyon," added Embrey. "Many of the WRA sites were constructed, very consciously,
in remote, desolate areas, including Manzanar. Tuna Canyon, where many Japanese American
community leaders and prominent businessmen were incarcerated, is here in Los Angeles, not
more than a stones throw from where many Japanese Americans live today. It provides a unique
opportunity to preserve an important part of our local heritage."

"With the buildings and fences gone, it is easy to forget what happened. Regardless, or maybe
even in spite of, the physical structures being gone, it is imperative that a marker or plaque, along
with other commemorative improvements, noting what once took place there, be installed."

Embrey noted that the Manzanar concentration camp was also built on land once owned by the
City of Los Angeles.

"Many are unaware that the site of the Manzanar concentration camp was leased to the United
States Government during World War II by the City of Los Angeles, which owned the land the
camp was built on," said Embrey. "The City owns huge swaths of land in the Owens Valley and
the Eastern Sierra to protect its primary water source, the Owens River, its tributaries, and wells
throughout the region."

"When the legislation to create the Manzanar National Historic Site was introduced in Congress
by Representative Mel Levine, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (DWP)
vehemently opposed it,claiming that it would somehow threaten their water rights in the area,"
Embrey added. "It took intervention by then-Mayor Tom Bradley and the Los Angeles City
Council to overcome DWP's stiff opposition."

Embrey also pointed to the Santa Anita race track in Arcadia, California, which was one of
the Assembly Centers where Japanese Americans were temporarily incarcerated before being
shipped off the to theperrnanent camps during World War II, as an example that the City of Los
Angeles and the landowner/developer at Tuna Canyon should look at as a model.

"Santa Anita has done an excellent job of retelling what took place there during World War
II without any physical alteration to the race track," Embrey noted. "It would be a travesty of
justice if the Los Angeles City Council fails to recognize the importance of this site, not just
to Japanese Americans, but to the history and the people of the City of Los Angeles, and the
surrounding metropolitan area, not to mention California and our nation."

-more-



3-3-3

"We join with the Japanese American Citizens League, Nikkei For Civil Rights and Redress, and
the Historic Tuna Canyon Detention Station Coalition, in urging the Los Angeles City Council
to recognize the injustices done at the site of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station by designating
it as a Historic Cultural Monument, just like they did for Manzanar, located more than 200 miles
outside the City limits, in September 1976," said Embrey. "Only in this manner can we ensure
that what happened at Tuna Canyon will never be forgotten, and remind us all that it must never
happen to anyone ever again."

* * *
The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the
incarceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War
II and to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A
non-profit organization that has sponsored the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along
with other educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also played a key role in the
establishment and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For more
information, send e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their
blog at http://blog.manzanarcommittee.org.

-30-



Fwd: COUNCIL FILE 12~1625TUNA CANYON DETENTION STATION

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 12:44 PM

-------- Forwarded message ------
From: <Landmhitt@cs.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 18, 2013 at 11:17 AM
Subject: COUNCIL FILE 12-1625 TUNA CANYON DETENTION STATION
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org
Cc: councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org, CityHall@empowerla.org

Los Angeles City Council June 18,2013
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Mail Stop 160

Attention: Sharon Gin, l.eplslathe Assistant

RE: Council File: 12-1625
. Dear Council Members:

I write on behalf of the Sunland-Tujunga community, the Crescenta Valley, Little Landers Historical Society and
more importantly the families of more than 2000 Japanese who were held at the Tuna Canyon Detention Station
without charges or legal consul and with all going to concentration camps.
The Cultural Heritage Commission & PLUM Committee keep repeating how significant these events were and
how deservinq of recognition this site deserves. That sounds great but without local official recognition by the
City of Los Angeles, it means absolutely nothing. Only after the City Council approves the Tuna Canyon
Detention Station for CHC Monument status will the community be able to apply to the National Parks for
matching grants to develop the site. Without the matching funds the community will not be able to create
monuments, signs, displays, photos and benches that the site deserves ..

What did we hear from PLUM & Cultural Heritage Commission:
'The events related to the internment of Japanese Americans and other detainees at this site during World War II
are unquestionably significant and are deserving 01 wider recognition and deeper understanding."

Ken Bernstein at Cultural Heritage Commission, speaks with regret, indicating this has been a very difficult case
for the CHC. "He says that the site has 'unquestionable historic significance.' ... .'this is probably the only
Japanese-American interment site, or site related, in the entire City of Los Angeles."

There have been many similar sites approved in the past by CHC where no buildings still existed with out the
unquestionable significance that this WWII site provides. This is not only about the Japanese, German, & Italian
prisoners but about a racist nation of the 30's and 40's who profited from the forced sale of property by the
Japanese. How is it that the CHC reached out to Manzanar, over 200 miles from LA, to create Monument #160
in 1976?

This is not about a "taking" because the only property bound by the final agreement will be the agreed property



by all parties. Attorney Fred Gaines says he has always understood that under the Draft EIR, that historic
mitigation would be required.

I ask you to support this motion for myoid friend, Paul Tsuneishi, who has helped me so much with my research
these past six years. Sadly Paul will never know because of Alzheimer's disease.

It's always distasteful for the majority to recognize their mistakes. Lets not wait until they have all passed away.

Lloyd Hitt, Pharm. 0
10738 Plateau Dr, Sunland 91040
Past President Little Landers Historical Society and Historian & Resident since 1946


