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Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Thu, Jun 6, 2013 at 10:44 AM

----- Forwarded message --
From: Sharon Weisman <sharon@jetca1e.org>
Date: Thu, Jun 6, 2013 at 7:29 AM
Subject: Tuna Canyon Detention Station
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org
Cc: councilmember.alarcon@lacily.org

Ms. Gin,

Please see the attached letter in support 01naming the Tuna Canyon Detention Station a city Historic-Cultural
landmark from the Crescenta Valley Community Association. We hope the Planning and Land Use Committee
will share our view 01the importance 01this WWII site.

Sharon Weisman
on behalt 01the Crescenta Valley Community Association Steering Committee

~ CVCA Letter to Sharon Gin, PLUM re historical status for VHGC.doc
158K



June 5, 2013

Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant, Los Angeles Planning and Land Use Management Committee,

The Crescenta Valley Community Association is a cross-jurisdictional, volunteer organization that represents
the valley with one voice in matters of preserving our historical structures, monitoring and encouraging
thoughtful growth design, and promoting open space to maintain and enhance the suburban quality oflife in
the Crescenta Valley. CVCA was formed in July 2007.

We are writing to you in support of the naming the former Tuna Camp Detention Center a historical resource
due to its use as a detention camp during World War II. We feel it is important to remind future generations
of local historic events.

Although there are no buildings left from when Americans and resident aliens of Japanese, Italian, and
German heritage were housed on the property it is still important to honor this time in our history.

We urge you to recommend naming the current Verdugo Hills Golf Course property a historical-cultural
resource for the city of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

Sharon Weisman
on behalf of the Crescenta Valley Community Association Steering Committee
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Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Thu, Jun 6,2013 at 10:36 AM

--- Forwarded message --
From: Paul Rabinov <prabino~@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Sun, Jun 2, 2013 at 9:14 AM
Subject: Verdugo Hills Golf Course historic designation
To: sharon.gin@lacity.org

Giving this historic designation 10the Tuna Detention Center will preserve an opportunity for

everyone to learn about racial injustice and a sorry part of American hislory in our area. Even

those who mig ht never have an opportunity to see the site will know that the City of Los Angeles has
acknowledged our nation's most serious wartime mistake.

Paul Rabinov
La Crescenta

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <elta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Thu, Jun 6, 2013 at 10:42 AM

---- Forwarded message ---
From: Fran Ford <fford@lacorps.org>
Date: Mon, Jun 3, 2013 at 3:40 PM
Subject: Letter of Support for Tuna Canyon Detention Station Site as a City Historic - Cultural Monument
To: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
Cc: "gerald.gubatan@lacity.org" <gerald.gubatan@lacity.org>, rose ochi <ochirose@yahoo.com>, Ellen Endo
<ellenendo@yahoo.com>, Bruce Saito <bsaito@lacorps.org>

Dear Sharon,

The attached Leiter of Support is being forwarded to you at the request of Bruce Saito, President of Friends of
Manzanar.

Thank you,



Fran

Fran Ford
Executive Administrative Assistant
Office 01 the Executive Director
Los Angeles Conservation Corps

P. O. Box 15868
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Phone: (213) 362-9000, ext. 246
Fax: (213) 362-7950
Email: 1Jord@lacorps.org

'ffj FOM Ltr of Support - 2013_06_01.pdf
135K



June 1,2013

Bruce Sarto, President

Don Blight, Secretary
Dick Mansfield, Treasurer
Lillian Kawasaki

13ii1 Michael
RoseM.Ochl
MasOkul

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA. 90012
Mail Stop 160

Attention: Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

RE: Council File No. 12-1625
Site of Former Tuna Canyon Detention Station

Aclv~SOiF1 BC$lrcl
Cynthia Gates Fujikawa

Chris Langley

Denn;s Y.Otsuji, fASLA

Dear PLUM Committee Members,:

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of Manzanar to urge you to vote in favor of the
Tuna Canyon Detention Station site as a City Historic-Cultural Monument as
initiated by Council Motion (Alarcon - Garcetti).

Originally established as a Civilian Conservation Corps camp in Tujunga during the
Great Depression, Tuna Canyon was transformed into a high security detention
facility shortly after the outbreak of World War II. It was one of several such
facilities created in reaction to growing wartime fear and prejudice.

Between December 1941 and April. 1942, the U.S. Justice Department arrested and
detained 1,490 Japanese immigrants who were confined there. Lesser known is the
fact that more than 1,000 Italians, Germans and Japanese Peruvians were also
arrested and detained there around the same time.

The Monument will memorialize the significance of Tuna Canyon to Los Angeles'
multi-faceted, multi-cultural history and serve as an enduring reminder that
democracy is fragile and must be diligently preserved now and for all time.

1/'1 ~ ~

~:~~~r7t:'.)/' ruce Saitc
. President of the Board of Directors

j Friends of Manzanar



CF 12-1625: designation of Tuna Canyon site

Sharon Gin <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Thu, Jun 6,2013 at 10:39 AM

-- Forwarded message --
From: Endo, Russell <RusseII.Endo@ucdenver.edu>
Date: Mon, Jun 3, 2013 at 11 :02 AM
Subject: designation 01Tuna Canyon site
To: "sharon.gin@lacity.org" <sharon.gin@lacity.org>
Cc: "councilmember.alarcon@lacity .org" <councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org>

I am attaching a letter written in support of designating
the site of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station as a
Los Angeles Cultural-Historic Monument (Council
File #12-1625).

Russell Endo, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology and Ethnic Studies (retired)
University of Colorado
russell.endo@ucdenver.edu

~ Tuna Canyon letter (final version).doc
31K



June 3, 2013

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Mail Stop 160

Attention: Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

RE: COUNCIL FILE NO. 12-1625
SITE OF TUNA CANYON DETENTION STATION

Dear City Councilmembers:

I am a retired professor of sociology and etlmic studies whose grandfather, Heigoro Endo, was
imprisoned during World War II in the Tuna Canyon Detention Station. I would like to see this
site designated as a Cultural-Historic Monument. The historic significance of this area is clear
and has been reaffirmed in the Cultural Heritage Commission's April 29 report. What appears to
be more problematic is the absence of historic structures or their remains. My cormnents here
are meant to address this concern.

During World War II, the buildings used to incarcerate Japanese Americans who had been
removed from their homes were hastily built or, as in the case of Tuna Canyon, quickly
converted from existing structures. This construction or conversion was meant to be temporary,
to meet an immediate need. After the war, most of these structures were quickly dismantled. In
a few instances, including Tuna Canyon, the buildings were used for other purposes but were not
maintained in a manner that would be appropriate for historic preservation. When my family
made a visit to the site in the mid-1950's, the structures were in a fairly dilapidated condition.
Later, what remained was demolished to make way for the present Verdugo Hills Golf Course.

There are several reasons for this postwar pattern of neglect and destruction. Certainly such
structures were not built or converted using high-quality standards, so their lack of maintenance
or removal may have seemed prudent. Beyond this, there clearly was a general reluctance to
acknowledge what had happened to Japanese Americans. In the immediate postwar period,
landmarking and preserving any of the sites associated with their incarceration would have
meant publicly admitting this "wartime mistake." Neither the federal government nor much of
American society would be ready to seriously consider doing this for decades. Under such
circumstances, perhaps abetted by lingering racism, much of the physical evidence associated
with the wartime experience of Japanese Americans disappeared. Along with this, efforts for
many years were made to "bury the past," most notably by not providing adequate financial



restitution for Japanese Americans and by not including any mention of this important historical
period in educational curricula.

As most people are aware, the Japanese American community has made strenuous efforts to
reclaim their history. This not only includes landmarking wartime sites but also teaching and
publicizing the lessons they convey about basic constitutional rights, especially in times of
national crisis. Much of this involves places such as Manzanar, which are far from Los Angeles.
The Tuna Canyon Station site offers an opportunity to provide these lessons in a more accessible
setting.

The Tuna Canyon Detention Station site does not have the pedigree of many of the fine buildings
that now have Cultural-Historic Monument status, but it is equally deserving of this designation.
Would it be better if some of the original buildings had survived? Obviously, yes. But it also
would have been better if the City of Los Angeles had come forward 55 years ago to landmark
and preserve what then existed. The City now has the chance to avoid compounding this
oversight by at least preserving what remains of the landscape.

Many historic sites in the U.S. have received formal recognition even though they lack surviving
structures. The Cultural Heritage Commission's April 18 decision to deny Cultural-Historic
Monument status to the Tuna Canyon site is inconsistent with what has occurred in other places
and even within the City of Los Angeles. Such a decision also tends to promote a limited way of
memorializing history that privileges the experience of people associated with existing historic
structures.

When I have visited the Tuna Canyon Detention Station site, the open space, hills, and trees have
meaning, and it is not at all difficult to imagine what took place during the war. This area does
"convey the historic associations that made it significant." Others in the Japanese American
community have expressed similar feelings. Furthermore, everyone can learn the lessons of
history more effectively in such an enviromnent. When you actually stand on this historic
ground, it deepens an understanding of past injustice and this begins to resonate in your heart as
well as your mind. Commemorating the Tuna Canyon site will preserve this opportunity to learn
and understand.

Sincerely,

Russell Endo
University of Colorado
russell.endo@ucdenver.edu


